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Message from the President

Some things have changed since then, but B’nai B’rith is still an important Jewish service organisation, now 

present in over 50 countries. For us in Victoria the main change for BBVic will be the move to Beth Weizmann 

later this year. The response from members to this move to be in ‘the heart of the community’ has been 

overwhelmingly positive. Each one probably has their own hopes and expectations from this relocation. My 

desire is that it will become for us a new home – a bit like Israel: vibrant, growing, young (at least in heart if not 

in body), pioneering and a little bit crazy. We don’t want it to be boring.  

Benny Monheit

Most Jews in Australia live either in metropolitan Melbourne or Sydney. We are therefore far 

removed from the farmers who grow our food in the drier parts of our country. This year’s 

drought has affected many of these farmers and their animals. B’nai B’rith has therefore 

joined many other organisations to raise money to ease their plight. Donations can be made 

via our BB Foundation – see attached flyer. It’s a very worthy cause. 

Let me now wish you and your family Shana Tova, well over the Fast as well as peace in 

Israel and the wider world, which is all changing perhaps all too rapidly. 

B'NAI B'RITH PREVIEW

We are now in the Jewish calendar month of Elul. The Rabbis teach us that this is a month of reflection and 

change, prior to the High Holidays. Aside from personal reflection, it is also a time to think where B'nai B'rith 

wants to head and what it wants to achieve in the New Year. 

It's 175 years since B’nai B’rith was founded in New York – initially to help Jewish migrants and refugees settle 

into their newly adopted English speaking country. They set up amazing support systems for widows and 

orphans, and a few years later established community centres, public libraries, hospitals and homes for the aged. 

 

I attended two interesting functions this month. One was the 2018 ADC Gandel Oration where Dore Gold, the 

former Israeli Ambassador to the UN, spoke on battling the evil of global anti-Semitism. He was an excellent 

orator and made the important point that modern anti-semitism has morphed mainly into virulent anti-Israel 

propaganda.  However, I felt he did not tell us anything that is not familiar to readers of the Jewish News or the 

online Israeli newspapers such as the Times of Israel, the Jerusalem Post or Haaretz.  For a more penetrating 

analysis on this issue I can recommend Alex Ryvchin’s recently released book entitled: The Anti- Israel Agenda. 

The other function I enjoyed was the opening of the B’nai B’rith Youth Art Competition in the Glen Eira Town 

Hall. Well done to Leah Black and her team for getting such good participation for the competition from all our 

Jewish Schools- including the very orthodox ones. Such wide social inclusion is too rarely achieved in our 

diverse community. Leah has decided to retire now as head of the organising committee for the Arts Competition 

after 21 busy years, so our heartfelt thanks go out to her. We are looking for a successor. Are you interested? 

 

President Dr Benny Monheit together with his 
Executive & Unit Presidents wish all members and 

their families a Happy, Healthy, Peaceful 
New Year & Well Over the Fast 

SHANA TOVA U'METUKAH
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HATIKVAH UNIT
Co-Presidents: Paula Messer & Orly Dar 
Secretary: P/P Claude Fromm 
Preview: Judith Steinberg 

For all information, please email: 
hatikvah@bbvic.net

What's on in September:

Coming up in October:
10:00am-12:30pm Calico Dolls.Sunday 23

Sunday 28 7.00pm Installation of new Executive.

September - no regular meeting

RSPCA Collection of linen-towels, blankets, etc. for the RSPCA. If you are cleaning out 

your linen cupboards, please remember to put aside your old linen and bring it to 

the next Regular Meeting, Committee Meeting or Doll Making Session. 

Cost $15pp. A light supper will be included. 

Guest Speaker - Louis Roller will talk to us about "Medication in Shakespeare's 

Plays."
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MAJOR BBVIC EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY:

Sunday 2nd - Eistedfodd Finals Concert 

Monday 3rd - Fellowship Concert 

Sunday 16th - BBVic Annual Memorial Service 

Sunday 16th - Melbourne Mitzvah Installation 

Sunday 30th - Yitzhak Rabin Unit Movie Fundraiser

September: October:
Monday 8th - Fellowship Concert 

Sunday 21st - Israel Commission, 

                     Israel's 70th Gala Brunch 

Sunday 28th - Unit Hatikvah Installation 

See calendar at the back for all Unit dates 

ANTI-DEFAMATION 
COMMISSION

For more information regarding ADC activities, please go to www.antidef.org.au
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Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge
Co Presidents: Devorah Zmood & Giora Hoffmann 
Preview: P/P Deidre Wainrit 

For all information, please email:
mitzvah@bbvic.net

What's on in September:

'MAKING A DIFFERENCE' - Funds raised support Jewish VCE students (from low income families) at
Independent Jewish & State Schools. We thank the following for their donations: 

If you would like to make a donation, please email adsport@bigpond.net.au for more details.
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2:30pm Fellowship Concert. Starring McKinnon High VCE students. Monday 3

Wednesday 5 8:00pm Executive Meeting.

8:00pm Programming.

Sunday 16th 6:15pm for 6:30pm Installation & Buffet Dinner. Includes presentation of the 

Jenny Goldberg Community Service Grant, singer Vered Harel & Guitarist Oded 

Gordon. 

Cost $30pp. Payment to "Melbourne Mitzvah" account. 

BSB: 083231, Account: 019232426, INCLUDE YOUR NAME IN THE REFERENCE 

or post cheque payable to "Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge" to: 

Melbourne Mitzvah. 71 Kooyong Road Caulfield 3161 

 
7:30pm Bookclub.Monday 17

8:00pm MameloshenWednesday 26

Coming up in October:
8:00pm Executive Meeting.Wednesday 3

2:30pm Fellowship Concert. Starring Judee Horin.Monday 8

7:30pm Regular Meeting. Guest Speaker: Elizabeth Holdsworth - author of 

"For Those Who Came After". Based on her life in Holland & her work as a 

high ranking Military Intelligence Officer.

Wednesday 10

7:30pm Bookclub.Monday 15

11:30am for 12:00pm start To celebrate Israel's 70th Birthday, 

BBVic is holding a Gala Brunch Panel in honour of the 

late P/P Sonia Kempler. 

Sunday 21

8:00pm Mameloshen.Wednesday 31

Topic: "Technology of the future from Israel to Australia." Panelists TBA. 

$45. Proceeds to go to Israel Commission projects.
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RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
Co-Presidents: Simone Markus & Jacqui Dinor Corry 
Secretary: Minnie Kahan 
Preview: Josh Kahan 

For all information, please email: 
rwu@bbvic.net

What's on in September:

Thinking of you: We wish a speedy recovery to all those who have been ill. If you are unwell or
know of a fellow Raoul Wallenberg Unit member who is not well and would like a friendly phone call
or visit, please contact us.
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2:00pm Eisteddfod Finals Concert at Glen Eira Town Hall.Sunday 2
12:00pm and 7:30pm Programming and Executive Meetings.NB! Monday 3
7:30pm A Memorial Service for the late P/P Marion Lippmann will 

be held, together with Unit Akiba. Regular Meeting to follow. 

Speaker: Assoc. Prof. Nathan Better. Topic: "Nuclear Medicine and 

Cardiology in the Developing World."

Tuesday 4

12:30pm LunchSunday 30

Coming up in October:
7:30pm Israel and the Jewish World. Speaker: Ben Hirsh on the topic: 

"The Jewish Brigade During the Second World War" with a power point 

presentation.

Wednesday 3

12:00pm and 7:30pm Programming and Executive Meetings.Tuesday 9
3:00pm SchmoozeTuesday 16
12:30pm Lunch Sunday 28

Coming up in November:
7:30pm Regular Meeting. "Chag Ha Sussim". Women to dress in black 

and white and with a hat. Men to wear bow ties. $30. Festive dinner and 

raffle.

Tuesday 6

12:00pm and 7:30pm Programming and Executive Meetings.Wednesday 14

9:00am Bus tour to the Archibald Exhibition at the Geelong Art 

Gallery and visit to Wool Museum with demonstration.
Tuesday 13
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YITZHAK RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Les Heimann OAM & Leon Nissen 
Secretary: Brian Schauer 
Preview: Eleanor Zaprudsky 

For all information, please email: 
yru@bbvic.net

Coming up in October:

What's on in September:

Coming up in November:

7.45pm. Executive Meeting.Monday 3

6:00pm Our renowned Movie Fundraiser.Sunday 30

3.00pm "The Soldier's Point of View". Alan Jackson will share his experience 

when he was in the Israeli contingent that took back Jerusalem in 1967.

Sunday 4

7.45pm. Executive Meeting.Monday 1

7.45pm Executive Meeting.Monday 5
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“Ladies in Black” - Based on Madeleine St John’s best-selling novel The Women in 

Black, featuring a brilliant ensemble cast. Set in the summer of 1959, when the 

impact of European migration and the rise of women’s liberation is about to change 

Australia forever. A shy schoolgirl (Lisa) takes a summer job at the prestigious 

Sydney department store, Goode’s. There she meets the “ladies in black”, who will 

change her life forever. Beguiled and influenced by Magda, the vivacious manager 

of the high-fashion floor, and befriended by fellow sales ladies Patty and Fay, Lisa 

is awakened to a world of possibilities. As Lisa grows from a bookish schoolgirl to 

a glamorous and positive young woman, she herself becomes a catalyst for a 

cultural change in everyone’s lives.

5.00pm "Beneath the Helmet", an Israeli documentary. Saturday 27

1:00pm Our traditional Cup Day Picnic.Tuesday 6

7:00pm Joint Meeting with Hatikvah Unit: Life of a Paramedic.Sunday 25

This is a coming of age story that follows the lives of five Israeli high school 

graduates who are recruited to serve in the army paratroopers brigade for their 

compulsory military service. This is viewed in Israel as a rite of passage into Israeli 

society. 

The film follows a lone volunteer soldier from Switzerland, an Ethiopian immigrant, 

a grandson of Holocaust survivors, a female Sergeant who originally planned to 

evade army service, and the Unit Commander. The film documents their reactions to 

their army service, fears, responses to the danger of combat, and their families' 

reactions to their experiences.
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UNIT AKIBA
President: Rosa Schattner & Helen Fisher 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin 
Preview: Henry Gladwin 

For all information, please email:
akiba@bbvic.net

What's on in September:
2:00pm BBVic Jewish Youth Music Eisteddfod Finals Concert at the 

Glen Eira Town Hall.

Sunday 2

What's on in October:

We wish a Refuah Shleymah to any of our members who may be unwell at present, and hope to see
you joining us again very soon.
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8:00pm Executive Meeting for both the OLD and NEW members of the Committee.Wednesday 5

12:15pm Lunch, following the BBVic Annual Memorial Service (11:00am). 

This activity is open to everyone, not just those who attended the Memorial 

Service.

Sunday 16

8:00-9:30pm The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club. The meeting will review the book. 

"The Memoirs of Glückel of Hameln" by Glückel. Presenter: Esther Lewin. 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME.

Thursday 27

2:30pm "The Great Book Swap" fundraiser activity in aid of the Indigenous 

Literacy Foundation, which aims to raise literacy levels and improve the lives and 

opportunities of Indigenous children living in remote and isolated regions. Includes 

afternoon tea. 

Sunday 14

8:00pm Theatre Night - "Jekyll and Hyde, the Musical" presented by the CLOC 

Musical Theatre Group. Book your own tickets online at www.cloc.org.au. Early 

bird prices until August 24th: $53 adults, $48 concession. Dinner beforehand in 

Acland Street.

Saturday 20

SAVE THESE DATES:
Friday 22nd March - Sunday 24th March, 2019 
Akiba's Weekend Away to Warburton.

7:30pm A Memorial Service for the late P/P Marion Lippmann will be held, 

together with Raoul Wallenberg Unit.

Tuesday 4
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GESHER UNIT
President: Karin Zafir 
Vice President: Sue Moskowitz 
Preview: Karin Zafir 

For all information, please email: 
gesher@bbvic.net

What's on in September:
11:00am Annual BBVIC Memorial Service, followed by lunch at a local cafe.Sunday 16

Coming up in October:
11:00am Shmooze

7:00pm Dinner

Sunday 7

Saturday 6

Coming up in November:

Mitzvah Day - Joining in with JECO's Reverse Garage Sale 

 

Sunday 18
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Coming up in December:
2:00pm Dunera Talk: If you have any information, memorabilia or other items 

relating to the Dunera, or if you would like to speak for a few minutes yourself to 

contribute to the afternoon’s session. 

She’s particularly interested in personal stories about how the 'Dunera boy' you 

are connected with came to be on the Dunera, and possibly also what they did 

after they were eventually released.  

Saturday 2

CHAVERIM GROUP
Chairperson: Antony Adelman 
Secretary: Rebecca Grinblat 
Preview: Antony Adelman 

For more info, see the  
BBVic Chaverim Facebook group

We recently had our annual Games Night, which was enjoyed by all. It was good to see some new faces. 

 

Coming up:

If you know of anyone who is in their 40s or 50s (or feel like they are in their 40s and 50), take a look at 

our facebook page BBVIC Chaverim for details of our coming events. 

After Yom Kippur we will be holding our annual Coffee and Cake in the Succah. 

This is a free event, where we ask for donations for our charity for 2018, Impact. 

(www.impactforwomen.org.au). 

September

6:30pm We encourage all B'nai B'rith members to support Impact’s charity Film 

Night. Tickets available at www.trybooking.com/XCGF  

Thursday 30 
August

Look out for details of our Cup Day BBQ. November 6
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B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis 
Secretary: Tania Tobias 
Preview Secretary & Mail Out: Judy Winikoff 
Treasurer: Irena Blonder 

For all information, please email: 
enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

What's on in September:
Morning SOMW Sunday 2
Morning SOHW  Sunday 16
Morning Midweek Walk Wednesday 26

Coming up in October:
Morning SOMW Sunday 7
Morning SOHW Sunday 21
Morning Midweek Walk Wednesday 24

The future of the Combined Units' meetings
As many of you would know, B'nai B'rith Victoria (BBVic) is currently working out how best to redevelop the 

organisation given the reality of diminishing membership numbers. One thing that is clear is that BBVic will 

need to reach out to general members of the Jewish community, even if they are not now and will not 

necessarily become members. We are looking for more participation rather than just membership. 

 

This redevelopment will affect a number of areas, but one of them concerns the Combined Units' meetings, 

which are currently held 3 times a year. Many of these have had prominent speakers address them, and so have 

individual units at their regular meetings. What we now wish to do is to give greater prominence to these 

speakers by introducing a Speakers Forum, which will be widely advertised and will bring in many people who 

are not current members. We anticipate that this forum will occur 3 times a year. 

 

The Combined Units' meetings will continue as many members like to get together and socialise. This important 

function will be preserved. However, the Speakers Forum, which in some ways has emerged out of the 

Combined Units' meetings, will do more than satisfy the wishes of existing members; it will also give publicity to 

BBVic and hopefully encourage widespread involvement.  

 

You will notice that in 2018 the Combined Units' meetings will also be Speakers Forums and this will be reflected 

in their joint names. However, from next year on, the meetings will be separate. We look forward to B'nai B'rith 

members actively supporting both events in the near future. 

 

Assoc. Prof. Peter Schattner 

Chair, Speakers Advisory Group 
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COURAGE TO 
 CARE VIC

WE ARE ON THE MOVE 

Courage to Care (Vic) is moving to large new premises with a three year lease on September 1st and an option 

to extend this. Thanks are due to the efforts of the many people who made this possible. The move to new 

premises does not indicate a separation from B'nai B'rith, but rather is a sign of the very successful growth 

and development of this important project of B'nai B'rith.  

 

VICTORIA POLICE 

Evaluation forms for the Victoria Police workshops show that the outcome has been much better than was 

predicted. After six sessions at the Police Academy, further bookings have been made for September. This is 

now a great source for getting Courage to Care known in the wider community. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

We are arranging a Group Booking for the film "Dear Ambassador", screening at the Classic Cinema 

Sunday 4th November at 4:30pm. This docu-drama tells the extraordinary story of Luiz de Souza Dantas. 

As Brazilian Ambassador to France during the Second World War he saved over a thousand people, mostly 

Jewish, whose lives were under the Nazi threat, by granting them highly irregular diplomatic visas from the 

Brazilian Government so that they could leave war-torn Europe. 

 

Save the date for the 2018 Raheen fundraiser "The Best of Musical Theatre", Sunday 9th December. 

 

FEEDBACK FROM STUDENTS 

We are always happy to receive noteworthy responses from students' attendance at Courage to Care 

workshops. Here are some comments from the Sale Exhibition: 
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"It shows me that there are good people in the world and that I can be one of them and I want to let people get 

the same opportunity." Gippsland Grammar 

INCURSIONS ARE STILL GROWING 

Newhaven College - August 29 

Padua College, Rosebud - September 3 

Beth Rivkah - September 13 

St Ignatius College, Geelong - October 29 

Parade College, Preston - November 26

"The C2C excursion is really helpful in learning about WW2. It creates a great way for the audience to feel what 

it would have been like in the war and help reflect on how to change our 

world by being an upstander." Lavalla College 

"This opened my eyes that there is still lots of racism and bullying in the 

modern world, and what we, as the next generation of leaders, can do to 

stop this. This is a valuable lesson for everyone." Catholic College 

"I would really like it if every student felt the same way to help people in 

need, so we don't end up with a WW3." Chairo School 

http://www.trybooking.com/400571
http://www.trybooking.com/400571
http://www.trybooking.com/400571
http://www.trybooking.com/400571
http://www.trybooking.com/400571
http://www.trybooking.com/400571
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Monday 8th - Fellowship Concert 
Sunday 21st - Israel Commission, Israel's 70th Gala Brunch 
Sunday 28th - Unit Hatikvah Installation

MAJOR BBVic DATES IN OCTOBER:
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Official Publication of B’nai B’rith Victoria Inc. 
Tel: 9576 1116  Fax: 9576 0339 Email: council@bbvic.org Website: www.bnaibrith.org.au 

Vol. 59  No. September/October 2018. Price 40 cents.  Approved by Australia Post P/P No. 100000993 
Members and friends of B'nai B'rith Victoria acknowledge the Boonerwrung group of the Kulin Nation 

who are the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet. 
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For more info, check out our Facebook page: 
B'nai B'rith Victoria

or head to our website: 
bnaibrith.org.au/victoria


