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AN UNPRECEDENTED  ATTACK

The Board of B’nai B’rith Retirement Villages Ltd , being Henry Wirth, Norbert Schweitzer, 
Jacob Tarszisz , Yvonne Shapiro OAM, Ivan Kaplan,  Lyle Hammerschlag, Pamela Beigel 
and Gregory Bachmayer, turned on one of their own and terminated Yvonne’s  services 
as administrator.

Yvonne Shapiro OAM has been the voluntary administrator of Princess Gardens for 15 
years, where she has leased and rented all available units and kept the Village almost 
100% occupied in that time.

The Board justified her removal on the grounds that because there will be 6 more units 
to be leased, possibly in spring 2018 (according to the AJN) and 6 more units as yet to 
be built in 2020, they need to employ a full-time marketing manager and administrator.

She and her  husband, Michael Shapiro OAM have organized numerous social functions 
to create a welcoming Jewish atmosphere at Princess Gardens. They were available and on 
call 24/7 to attend to any emergencies as they happened.  Yvonne’s role as administrator 
was terminated on 31st December 2017.  She called a meeting of residents on 25th 
December to try and explain her removal.  The Board at that date had yet to inform the 
residents of their decision. Understandably, the residents, mostly people well in their 80s 
and 90s were very distressed by the cavalier attitude of the Board to their interests.  

BBRV Ltd is independent of BBNSW, the only commonality being the name B’nai B’rith 
and that Henry Wirth, Norbert Schweitzer, Jacob Tarszisz and  Ivan Kaplan as well as 
Yvonne and Michael  are members of B’nai B’rith. A proud organization whose original 
motto, Benevolence, Brotherly and Sisterly Love, and Harmony has been tarnished  by 
their actions to a B’nai B’rith member.

INVITATION TO A BRAINSTORMING SESSION

ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT'S FUTURE DIRECTION

How do we combat the rise of Anti-Semitism
Tuesday 27 February at the B’nai B’rith Centre 6.30pm

All Welcome
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Anna Marks OAM

At the December AGM of 
Courage to Care, Andrew 
Havas OAM, retired after 
serving as Chairman for 19 
years. He has created a unique 
flagship project that has raised 
the profile of B’nai B’rith 
in NSW and in the Jewish 
community. The exhibition 
has travelled to schools all over 

NSW and interstate and it has involved  Holocaust 
survivors, volunteer  guides, teachers, facilitators 
and curators. Hundreds of people giving their 
time and energy over the years have made this a 
magnificent success story under Andrew’s able 
and enthusiastic leadership. The feedback from 
students, teachers and visitors to the exhibitions 
has always been positive and in some cases life-
changing.

I would like to congratulate Juliet Seifert and 
Kathy Sharp  who have now taken the helm and 
wish them every success in the years ahead as they 
continue carrying Courage to Care to even greater 
heights.

There are plans to have a Courage to Care exhibition 
at the BB Centre in April this year, which would 
give all our members an opportunity to visit  it 
virtually in our own backyard!

On Monday, 22nd January, BBNSW unexpectedly 
hosted Ilya Meyer, a visitor to Sydney from Sweden. 
He was born in India, but has lived in Israel, 
London and Sweden, is an author, and a passionate 
advocate for Israel. He held the audience  of over 
70 people in stunned silence as he described the 
so very politically correct immigration policies 
of Sweden and the flood of Islamists coming into 
the country and the terrible social problems they 
create. His presentation was followed by a very 
interactive and lengthy question time. It gave us all 
a deep insight into living in a country where anti-
semitism, although not officially condoned, is the 
accepted norm. We had several Swedish visitors 
which made question time even more interesting. 
Ilya’s books called The Hart Trilogy (available on 
Amazon) follow the fictional situation between 
Sweden and Israel at the present time.

As foreshadowed last year, we will be hosting a 
blockbuster exhibition at the Centre called the  
Goldene Medina, 175 Years of Jewish Life in 
South Africa, coming from the Cape Town Jewish 
Museum. It will start on the 29th April and we will 
be having a number of associated events during 
the exhibition. 

We are looking to invite every South African living 
in Sydney and want to establish a data base so that 
we can contact them. If you have any friends who 
would like to come, please ask them to contact   
council@bbnsw.org.au to be put on the mailing 
list.

I attended Holocaust Remembrance Day at the 
Jewish Museum on Sunday 28th January, where 
B’nai B’rith was welcomed and again mentioned 
by Peter  Wayne, President of the Association of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Descendants. He 
spoke of  the importance of  education against 
anti-semitism provided by the Jewish Museum 
and B’nai B’rith’s Courage to Care. It was again a 
most touching and heart-rending event, with four 
Holocaust survivors giving their testimonies for us 
never to forget  the past.

I look forward to another successful and interesting 
year for B’nai B’rith with the full support of our 
members but none of it would be possible without 
the enthusiasm and commitment of Vivienne 
Radomsky, Jenny Mandel and Ernie Friedlander. 

Anna
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
* N.B.    MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO 
                ANY AND ALL FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW

Sunday, 10th September
North Shore Kadimah: AGM followed by an address 
from Dr Hilton Immerman OAM, on the Gamarada 

Sunday, 10th September
North Shore Kadimah: AGM 
followed by an address from 

Sunday 4 February
Womanpower Unit planning day @ 4.00pm 
BB Centre

Sunday 11 February
Courage to Care “Start of the Year Party” BB 
Centre @ 12.30pm. RSVP vickicouragetocare.com.au

Sunday 18 February 
Syd Einfeld Unit Our guest speaker will be 
our member Larry Sher who with his wife 
Naomi had an amazing trip through the North 
America, Canada and Alaska. BB Centre @ 
7.30pm

Moving Forward Together Festival
Blacktown Showground 9.00am - 3.00pm

Monday 19 February 
AVIV  Lea and Ernie Friedlander  will be 
talking about their trip to Israel as part of the 
Australian contingent commemorating the 
100th Anniversary of the Battle of Beersheba.  
BB Centre @ 7.30pm

FERUARY 2018

MARCH 2018
Thursday 8th - Wednesday 28 March
C2C  EXHIBITION BB Centre

Sunday 18 March
Syd Einfeld Unit Peter Nissen, who will be 
taking us through his experiences of what 
it was like to live in West Berlin, work in 
East Berlin and travel between the two on a 
regular basis.  BB Centre @ 7.30pm

 

Sunday 25 February
North Shore Kadimah Peter Nash discussing 
the background research for his book Escape  
from Berlin.  Kadimah Gardens

Tuesday 27 February

Sydney Masasa Unit Rabbi Dr Ben Elton 
topic to be advised at Princess Gardens Rose 
Bay @ 2.30pm

ADU Brainstorming on the future 
direction of our Unit’s activities. BB Centre 



ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT (ADU)
President Ernie Friedlander OAM
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Welcome to 2018.
We hope you moved well into the 
New Year and it is now time to 
have a stock take – where we are 
and what we are up to.

Your new executive elected in 
December consists of me as President,  Edith Brutman 
- Vice President; Agnes Heffernan - Treasurer; 
Yona Cass -Hon Secretary; Julia Golding OAM and 
William Nemesh as committee members.

At the AGM we outlined the programs that we had for 
2017.  One of the highlights was the Moving Forward 
Together Harmony effort receiving the Premier’s 
2017 Stepan Kerkyasharian Harmony Award. The 
award ceremony was held at a big Harmony dinner 
hosted by the Premier and attended by over 1500 
invited guests. The other major highlight was the 
high quality of the nominations for Game Changers 
Awards, acknowledging the achievements of our 
youth & young adults.  Our plans so far for next year 
include the following:

27 February – Brainstorming on the future 
direction of our Unit:
We feel that we can probably do a lot more to 
combat the rise of anti-semitism by being more pro-
active in our efforts.  We are therefore planning a 
brainstorming session on 27 February, suggested by 
Yona Cass, when we would like to hear your point of 
view and will also invite other B’nai B’rith leaders to 
express their opinions. 

18 February – Moving Forward Together Festival
This festival is being organised by the Blacktown City 
Council and features the Harmony Walk & Mother 
Language Schools.  It will be at the Blacktown 
Showground, starting with sporting activities, 
education & food stalls, entertainment and the 
Harmony Walk.

2018 Game Changers – Jewish Youth & Young 
Adults Achievement Awards:
We are now preparing for this year’s competition and 
setting up the organising committee. The nomination 
categories are:
Contribution to the Jewish Community
Contribution to Australian Society 

Support for the State of Israel
Leadership
Please consider joining the organising committee.  
Meetings are usually held at the JNF office. Also make 
every effort to nominate young people you know for 
these awards.

In Conversation:
Our first speaker will be one of our members, Rabbi 
David Freedman. We will probably have it in February 
or early March in conjunction with Aviv –date to be 
advised.

2018 B’nai B’rith Human Rights Oration:
Julian Leeser, MP for the Federal Seat of Berowra, will 
be our presenter. Julian is a very prominent member 
of our community and a human rights advocate. We 
are looking at June for the event. We need to fit in with 
his very busy schedule in Canberra and his locality. 
He went to the latest Human Rights Conference late 
last year. Date to be advised.

2018 Harmony Day Poster Song Writing 
Competitions
This year will be 12 years since we started the 
competition. The quality of entries, particularly for 
the posters, is just wonderful. The spirit and concept 
are wonderfully expressed in the works.  You will 
see it in the featured works in this newsletter. The 
deadline for entries for 2018 will be 8 April with the 
prize-giving taking place in NSW Parliament in June. 
This year for the song writing competition, we will 
make it easier for the students – they can download 
up to 2 musical items and just add the lyrics on a 
performance disc or continue to compose the music 
as well.
Again, we ask family members and friends to 
encourage their school-age youngsters to enter. Entry 
forms can be obtained by contacting our office. They 
are also available on the websites of Moving Forward 
Together : www.movingforwardtogether.org.au or 
www.harmonyday-everyday.org

Keeping you updated – all the best

Ernie

http://www.movingforwardtogether.org.au/
http://www.harmonyday-everyday.org
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AVIV  
Co-Presidents  Jenny Burman & Gary Marx

Dear Members

Wishing everyone 
a very happy and 
healthy 2018

We are looking 
forward to another 
year of interesting 

speakers, enjoyable outings and social events.

Please join us at our annual Australia Day picnic 
on Friday, January 26.  It is an opportunity to catch 
up over the holiday break.

At our first general meeting in February, Ernie and 
Lea Friedlander will be talking about their recent 
visit to Israel as part of the Australian contingent 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Battle 
of Beersheba.  The legendary mounted charge of 
the 4th Light Horse Brigade in October 1917 to 
defeat Turkish forces and seize this strategic town 
is remembered, not just as a military victory but 
for the incredible bravery of 800 young Anzacs 
on horseback that changed the course of WW1.  
Our Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull said at the 
commemoration “......and they spurred their horses 
through that fire, those mad Australians, through 
that fire and took the town of Beersheba, secured 
the victory that did not create the State of Israel, 
but enabled its creation”.

January 26, 2018 – 11.00am
Australia Day picnic, Lynne Park, Rose Bay, under 
the big fig tree, opposite the flying boat base.  If 
raining please ring Jenny Burman (0407938917) 
for an alternate indoor location.

February 19, 2018 – 7.30pm     General meeting.  
BB Centre.  Lea and Ernie Friedlander talking 
about their trip to Israel.

We had a very successful Chanukah function 
in December and featured below are  photos of 
members enjoying the night.

With good wishes,

Jenny Burman and Gary Marx
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Andrew Havas OAM
End of an Era

I would like to begin with a bit 
of history. C2C commenced 
in Melbourne in the early 
1990s as a travelling exhibition 
honouring the rescuers of 
Jews during the Holocaust. In 
the late 1990s, with the rise 

in hard-line community attitudes towards many 
minority groups, it became a valuable tool for 
challenging attitudes. 

In NSW, it commenced as a project of B’nai B’rith’s 
Alfred Dreyfus Anti-Defamation Unit (ADU), 
initially with the intention of recreating and 
expanding the Courage to Care exhibition which 
had been set up and run by B’nai B’rith’s Raoul 
Wallenberg Unit in Victoria.   

George Bernard Shaw is alleged to have said, 
“People who say it cannot be done should NOT 
interrupt those that are working at it”. I absolutely 
live by this motto and have done so all my life. 
This has sustained me during my stewardship of 
Courage to Care. When I am told that “it’s not 
possible” to do something, this is when I am at my 
best and when I spring into action. 

So now let’s go back to the beginning. It was 
December 1998 when Grahame Leonard, 
Chairman of the Anti-Defamation Commission of 
B’nai B’rith, approached me about the possibility 
of bringing Courage to Care to NSW. Apparently, 
as I found out later, he had asked a number of 
people before me, all who thought it was much 
too hard. 

It was not long before we held our first exhibition 
in Armidale, on 21st February 1999. The 
exhibition, opened by The Honourable George 
Souris MP, Leader of the National Party in NSW, 
was a resounding success. Thousands of students 
and adults viewed the exhibition. People came 
back two or three times for another look. School 
bookings were booked out. The workshops were 
hugely successful and our dedicated volunteers 
were run off their feet attending to the large 
number of visitors – a truly magnificent team 
effort. It was as if we had touched a nerve, with 
people responding in totally unexpected ways. 

“The Courage to Care project has turned out to be 
one of the most outstanding public relations and 
education success stories EVER achieved by the 
NSW Jewish community.” said Peter Wertheim, 
President of the Jewish Board of Deputies.

Thus, the past has created the present.
We did it all together!

The question arises… how did we get to this stage 
in such a short period of time?

We broadened the program’s focus, emphasising 
the relevance and importance of our message 
in combating the racism and discrimination 
prevalent in today’s world. We developed and 
bolted on a major education component / 
program for school students, and took it to areas 
of the country where we felt the message most 
needed to be heard. 

We also identified communities where it was 
perceived that significant groups might hold 
views unsympathetic to racial tolerance and 
cultural diversity. We brought Courage to Care 
to such communities, especially those areas 
where Pauline Hansen’s views were popular. We 
attempted to follow and counter her program.
From humble beginnings, we built up C2C with 
the help of people like Dr Kevin Fewster, Director 
of the Powerhouse Museum, who lent us Jeanie 
Kitchener who, in her holidays, ran the workshops 
and the exhibition, and Roger Parris, our first 
curator. 

Ruth Wilson, author of an outstanding Holocaust 
teaching kit based on oral histories, was invited 
to present her ideas on a supporting education 
programme for local school students.  Ruth 
developed a series of workshops to be offered to 
students after they had viewed the exhibition and 
organised a number of trained teachers to travel to 
Armidale to run the workshops. The spectacular 
success of these workshops is entirely due to the 
efforts of this team. 19 years later, we still run this 
format. 

From here……, we were on a roll. Thus, began the 
C2C journey:
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We did it all together!
We owe a great deal to people like Grahame 
Leonard, Chairman of the ADC; Catherine Gluck, 
who donated in excess of $800,000, without which 
we never would have been able to keep Courage to 
Care NSW going; Julia Myers; Kathy Valer Gordon; 
Judy Shapira; Kathy and Myer Stein; Adrian Van 
As; Ella & Henry Krug; Leah & Ernie Friedlander; 
Elaine & James Altman;Eva Engel;Jennifer 
Gavshon; Dr Claire Jankelson; Sylvia Rosenblum; 
Elizabeth Einfeld; Rene Ichilcik; Vicki Israel; 
Judy Weiner; Tom Keleman; Jeanie Kitchener; 
Margaret and John Hall; Gale Hammer; David 
Knoll; Peter Wertheim; The Evangelical Sisters of 
Mary; Mimi Wise; Ivan Visontay; Jack and Bob 
Grunschlag……… and the list goes on and on. 
They were the foundation stone on which C2C 
was built. 
Everyone contributed in significant ways. I express 
my sincere thanks to them ALL. They have given 
so meaningfully to the team effort which made 
the Courage to Care project possible.

We did it all together!
Our many achievements are too numerous to 
list today. There might even be a book in it. The 
scope is amazing, from launching a 55-minute 
documentary “The Courage of Strangers”; three 
book launches, creating websites, achieving tax 
deductibility status, working with the Queensland 
Police, having exhibitions in some of the most 
prestigious places in Australia such as Old 
Parliament House Canberra, The Powerhouse 
Museum Sydney, Cairns Archdiocese, Broken 
Hill, Newington College. 

We’ve held C2C exhibitions in many locations, 
from Perth to Cairns, and every major country 
town in NSW.…we’ve expanded, touched tens 
of thousands of people, and made a significant 
difference to the lives of victims of discrimination. 
Racism, unfortunately, is raising its ugly head in 
many parts of the world. Religious and nationalist 
extremists are resorting to murderous violence 
in many countries, both in the east and in the 
west. With today’s instantaneous news reports, 
we witness this every day on our TV screens and 
smart phones.

What sets Courage to Care apart from other 

grassroots organisations which experience 
tremendous growth is that we have retained our 
authenticity and never wavered from our key 
objectives. We have achieved this by continuing to 
work closely with our dedicated team of volunteers 
and ever-growing member base, while achieving 
and maintaining high levels of professional 
excellence. 

When you undertake a venture like Courage to 
Care, you never expect that, at the end of it, you 
will be rewarded by an OAM. And I can share with 
you that when I opened the envelope offering me 
that award, you could have knocked me down 
with a feather. Because the real reward comes from 
thousands of students’ comments about what a 
life-changing experience they have just had. That’s 
the reward we have all been working for.   

Talking about life-changing experience…. on a 
flight to Melbourne, I sat next to Clinton, who is 
of mixed Samoan and Chinese origin. He told me 
that most of his friends were either drug addicts or 
in jail. But after going through the C2C program 
in year 10 and listening to the “little old lady” who 
told her  “Holocaust story”, he decided that he 
was not going to be like his friends.  He became 
Captain  of Liverpool Boys High, has a  career 
in the Army  and, at the request of the principal 
of Liverpool Boys High, he regularly, when in 
Sydney, goes back to the school to mentor problem 
students.

He shared with me that, as a direct result of the C2C 
programme which he attended back in year 10, his 
life has been completely  turned around. What a 
coincidence!! It’s moments like these when you 
know that all the hard work one puts into being an 
upstander has all been worthwhile. 

I am immensely proud of the achievements of the 
Courage to Care program. When we first started, 
I was convinced that it had a use-by-date of 
something like 3 or perhaps 5 years. But today, we 
are celebrating our nineteenth anniversary.

I have truly loved the work we do and believe that 
it is an incredibly worthwhile and effective project. 
We were told by Yad Vashem that the Courage to 
Care programme is unique. Nowhere in the world 

Andrew Havas OAM
Speech at the Courage to Care AGM



is there a similar program – where we turn the 
lessons of the Holocaust into something positive 
and relevant for today’s youth. 

I am forever grateful to B’nai B’rith for the 
wonderful opportunities that it has given me to 
carry out a range of important work on behalf of 
the community and for giving me the chance to 
meet some amazing people and be involved in 
fascinating B’nai B’rith projects over the last 21 
years. Community action has been at the core of 
B’nai B’rith since its founding in 1843. 
As the news media remind us every day, the world 
is not a perfect place. B’nai B’rith members believe 
in making it better and that’s just what this project 
is about.

We did it all together!
There have been many, many challenges during 
the past 19 years and Murphy’s Law has intervened 
many times in the form of: nothing is ever as 
simple as it seems; everything takes longer than 
you expect; it is impossible to make anything 
foolproof because fools are so ingenious; and 
if everything is going well, you have obviously 
overlooked something. 

Some of our future challenges are that we need 
to be flexible, to be building bridges for future 
generations and to keep pure and stay true to our 
goals, particularly in celebrating the Righteous 
Among Nations. I ask the incoming management 
committee to keep true to the promise I made, 
back in 1998, to Pauline and Dr Reuben Glass 
and to C2C’s founding fathers, that we will always 
concentrate on Rescue and the Righteous Among 
the Nations in our program.

Leadership is knowing when it’s time to retire and 
I am way overdue. However, succession planning 
is a complex task and to find the right person to 
hand over to is extremely difficult and 
time- consuming.   I leave C2C NSW in a strong 
position with well-established programs and 
highly professional people without whom we 
could not have achieved all that we have.

I have been incredibly fortunate in meeting people 
like Evelyn Scott, Chairperson of the Council for 
Aboriginal Reconciliation, The Hon. Fred Cherney 

AO, The Hon. Dr Geoff Gallop, MLA, Juan Carlos 
Brandt acting United Nations Secretary; Dr 
Bill Jonas, Social Justice Commissioner & Race 
Discrimination Commissioner; Ian Thorpe: Ian 
Stewart, Queensland Commissioner of Police, the 
many wonderful volunteers and survivors and of 
course the late Adrian Van As, Righteous Among 
the Nations. I cannot conduct my talk today 
without mentioning Adrian who has had such a 
profound effect on me and on C2C.

My very first impressions were that of a dapper, 
well-groomed man, with a special presence. 
He spoke little, but when he did, it was with 
amazing conviction and purpose. I loved 
listening to his many stories. Each would be 
more fascinating than the one before. To see the 
sparkle in his eye when he told them gave me 
goosebumps. Each story could stand on its own.  

A man of very deep principles Adrian had 
a simple message: “That we are all equal and 
should treat each other as we would want to be 
treated.” He lived by this ideal, flew in the face 
of contemporary racism and risked his life for 
it. But I loved Adrian for his humility. He must 
have been one of the humblest people I have ever 
met. Our friendship grew over 14 years and in the 
many, many conversations we had, he never once 
considered that he had done anything out of the 
ordinary.  He is my hero.

It has been a very gratifying experience to lead 
such a dedicated team over the past 19 years 
and I look forward to seeing a bigger and even 
brighter future. We have many new and exciting 
opportunities but it is vital to consolidate on what 
we have today.

We are extremely fortunate to have the most 
dedicated, talented, passionate, committed and 
fiercely loyal volunteers, who have shepherded 
more than 210,000 men, women and children 
through our doors. To all our volunteers - thank 
you for the hours you’ve spent guiding, teaching, 
mentoring, and nurturing the students who have 
attended our exhibitions. You might never know 
the profound effect that you have had on a person’s 
life.  Volunteers like you give of yourself and bring 
with you your life experiences, skills, abilities, 

Andrew Havas OAM
Speech at the Courage to Care AGM
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compassion, intellect and humour and ask for 
nothing in return. Thank you. 

While every thanks must go to our many 
volunteers, the heart and soul of Courage to 
Care, what makes us unique and different from 
every other exhibition, are our survivors. A 
special “thank you” needs to be extended to all 
our Holocaust survivors. 
They are our inspiration to teach tolerance and 
harmony in the wider community. They are 
the prime reason why Courage to Care is so 
effective. They give the power and authority born 
of personal experience.  

Many people work long and hard behind the 
scenes. If you look at the organisation and how it 
has evolved, you can see that we have changed a 
lot. We need to continue to change to make sure 
that we are dealing with issues now being faced 
by Australian schoolkids.

In summing up I want to thank my wife Melissa 
for her incredible support over the years and 
my children Mark & Simon, for tolerating the 
many times I have put our private life on hold in 
preference for C2C. 

I want to publicly acknowledge the great work 
and dedication that every member of the 
management committee has given me. Without 
them we would not have been able to achieve 
any of this. Together, we are striving to create 
a better society and overcome negative forces in 
our community. 

I am excited and inspired because the future 
looks bright for Courage to Care. We can all give 
ourselves a pat on the back for the co-operation 
and support we have given each other. Thank 
you very much for all that you have done for 
Courage to Care. 

I wish C2C NSW and the incoming management 
committee all the very best for the future. I will 
remain on the Management committee in the 
role of Monitor. 

I want to thank the C2C staff for their 

commitment to the program. 
I want to acknowledge Pippa Brown who will 
be leaving us after today and thank her for her 
dedication to the program. And a very special 
“thank you” to Margaret Hall who is today 
stepping down from the management committee 
but will remain on the education committee and 
will be developing some of our new workplace 
programs. 

One of our hardest workers need also to be 
acknowledged. Judy Gyenes works tirelessly 
behind the scenes in paying bills and managing 
our accounts so efficiently day & night without 
acknowledgement. 

After all we did it all together!................ Thank 
you for listening to me today. 
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COURAGE TO CARE
Chairman Andrew Havas OAM

 
At the Courage to Care 
2017 Annual General 
Meeting, held 14 December, 
our inaugural Chairman, 
Andrew Havas, stepped 
down after nineteen 
years at the helm. 
 
It was his vision, along with 

a small group of inspired workers, that gave birth 
to the organisation we have today.  It has a been an 
extraordinary journey of the development of a dream 
idea, taking it from very simple beginnings to the the 
excellent professional program Courage to Care now 
offers; and it continues to develop to reflect the needs 
of schools, institutions and corporate Australia today. 
 
The debt owed to Andrew Havas in particular, 
and also to all the early initiators, will be a 
focus of celebration later in 2018 when we mark 
the twentieth anniversary of Courage to Care. 
 
I am extremely conscious of the enormous shoes I 
have to attempt to fill; but I am also aware that I have 
a terrific team to work with, each of whom brings a 
wealth of corporate knowledge and professionalism 
to the management committee table. Kathy Sharp as 
Vice chairperson, Vicki Israel in charge of Volunteer 
Liaison, Faye Radom holding the Education 
portfolio, Tom Fleming the Curatorial portfolio, 
Peter Halas Fundraising and John Havas as 
Treasurer makeup the team, together with Andrew 
Havas there also, as immediate Past President, 
ensuring not only the benefit of his vast experience, 
but also his extraordinary recollection of the detail.  
 
We shall be starting the year with a special 
‘Start of Year Party’ on  Sunday 11th February. 
This will be a day of celebrating our achievements 
and the contribution of all our volunteers to 
those achievements. We shall be introducing the 
management committee team and support staff, 
sharing plans for the year, including  celebrating 
20 years of Courage to Care,  and unveiling new 
initiatives.  There will also be a special ‘surprise’ 
presentation that will demonstrate just how 
worthwhile the work of our program can be.

 
The start of the year is a time to reconnect with each 
other, to renew relationships and to also welcome 
new volunteers  and people who have expressed 
interest in joining Courage to Care.  It is our 
opportunity to showcase what we do and inspire new 
volunteers to get involved in those aspects of 
our work  that best suit their interests and talents. 
 
In March, from Thursday 8th to Wednesday 28th, 
all B’nai B’rith Units and entities are invited to visit 
the Courage to Care  exhibition which will be set 
up at the B’nai B’rith Centre. We shall be writing to 
each Unit and B’nai B’rith entity with more details.  
 
This will be an opportunity to learn more 
about the program, see it in practice and meet 
volunteers - survivors, guides, facilitators and 
coordinators.    It’s an opportunity to see in 
action what it is that Courage to Care offers and 
why it such an important B’nai B’rith project. 
 
We hope that as many of you as are able will join us 
during the period from 8th - 28th March.

Juliet Seifert



Dear members and friends

I hope you have had a chance 
to relax over the summer 
break. 

Since my last newsletter 
we have enjoyed two social 
occasions.

The first of these was the end-of-year dinner on 
6th December when 36 of us gathered at the Bella 
Blue restaurant in Lindfield for a most convivial 
evening.  It was particularly pleasing to see some 
members who have been unable to attend our 
regular events.

The second such occasion was our annual barbecue 
at Kadimah Gardens on Australia Day.  Several 
residents of the village joined our members and 
they were able to share the salads and cakes which 
our members provided. Also in attendance that 
day was the family of Charlotte Lowenstein, as we 
celebrated her 100th birthday.  Charlotte has been 
a member for many years and is always eager to 
participate in our activities.

Mazeltov to Leonie and David Lippa on the 
birth of a granddaughter Victoria; and to Sheila 
Benjamin on the birth of a great granddaughter 
Tzvia Na’ama. 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Sharon 
Dobson following her recent operation at the 
Sydney Adventist Hospital at Wahroonga and 
rehabilitation at Mt. Wilga.

On a sad note we mourn the passing of Leon 
Corn, a past president of our unit and also a past 
secretary of B’nai B’rith District 21.  We extend our 
condolences to Leah and her daughters Deborah 
and Jo-Anne.

Our next gathering will be at Kadimah Gardens 
on 25th February when we will hear the deferred 
talk by Peter Nash on the background to his book 
“Escape from Berlin”

David Laufer

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH (NSK)
President David Laufer
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PROJECT MANAGER’S REPORT
Vivienne  Radomsky

Dear members, 

I write this report after 
two days of a very full 
and busy Kids Club. 
On Tuesday we took 17 
kids and their cameras 
to Cockatoo Island to 
photograph the rustic 
buildings and scenery. 

As two of our volunteers were away at the moment, 
Jenny Mandel our Administrator kindly offered to 
join the outing and help look after the kids. Thank 
you to Dorritt Mahemoff who spent the day at the 
office fielding happenings on the home front. Thank 
you also goes to Yona Cass who again gave up time 
and energy to be a caretaker. Please contact me at the 
office if you are interested in becoming a volunteer 
caretaker with the Kids Club. We generally run a 
two day workshop each holiday period. It’s always 
a lot of fun. 

The year has only just begun and I am already 
looking at a full calendar of events in planning. 

With the Courage to Care exhibition coming to the 
Centre in March I hope to organise a Sunday for 
both parents and children will be able to partake in 
the program.

 In May we will be opening the Goldene Medina 
exhibition, celebrating 175 of Jewish Life in South 
Africa. Events will be planned around the exhibition 
with a South African Jewish theme.

On Sunday 4 February Womanpower will he 
holding their annual planning meeting, we will 
keep you posted on any upcoming events. 

We look forward to a happy, healthy 2018.

Vivienne
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PROJECT MANAGER’S REPORT
Vivienne  Radomsky

Diary of a Camp Sababa 
photographer

3 – 6 Dec 2017

Anyone who knows me 
knows that I love to be 
behind the camera. So 
it was a chance meeting 
a few months back that 
led me to be invited 
onto the Camp Sababa 

photography team. I remember when Camp 
Sababa started in 2007 but was never sure of the 
extent of this program. 

Camp Sababa is a Sony Foundation Children’s 
Holiday Camp that provides a four-day summer 
holiday respite camp for children with disabilities. 
The campers are looked after by companions 
(Year 12 students who have just finished school), 
supported by a complete team of staff and 
volunteers to make sure every need is met and a 
fun time is had by all.

So I arrived at 9am on Sunday morning, ready 
with my camera to meet the photography team 
and start shooting. Four volunteer photographers 
were on duty for the day, with a full backup team 
in the office ready to download photos and sort 
them into the campers’ files.

The idea was to capture images of every camper 
having fun and taking part in the activities. 
Images would be used to make personalised scrap 
books to be sent home so they have a collection of 
memories. 

Thus ensued 4 days of frenzied photo taking, from 
every angle, of every camper and every activity. 
The kids moved fast, played hard and partied 
spontaneously. And they smiled and laughed – a 
lot. It was photography heaven. Phew…. needless 
to say I fell into deep sleep at the end of every day. 

The camp ended on Tuesday night with dinner 
and a boisterous disco. By noon Wednesday the 
campers, student carers, organisers and volunteers 
departed and it became quiet at the B’nai B’rith 
Centre for the first time in 3 days. So I went home 
and put down my camera and wondered at my 
suddenly-empty hands.

I am aware Camp Sababa is supported by 
various B’nai B’rith entities and so was pleased 
to experience this wonderful respite initiative 
first hand. Kudos to everyone involved in this 
wonderful respite initiative called Camp Sababa 
and kudos to B’nai B’rith for supporting the camp. 



SYD EINFELD (SEU)
President Andrew Havas
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Welcome back hope 
everyone had a good 
break.  I would like to wish 
all a very happy 2018. 

Your executive team has 
organised many exciting 
programs planned for this 
year commencing with 

our Australia Day barbecue for which we have 
had a record bookings of 60 people. 

On the 10 January, the executive and partners 
got together and had a celebratory dinner at 
Westfield Bondi Pizza. It was a very enjoyable 
evening we caught up with each other on a social 
basis. Everybody attending had a great time. 
This will probably be an annual event.

Our next regular meeting will be on the 18 
February 2018 at 7:30 at B’nai B’rith Kensington. 
Our guest speaker is Larry Sher who with his 
wife Naomi had an amazing trip through the 
North America. Join Larry Sher for a journey 
through the Rockies and Alaska where you will 
be taken on the road to see some amazing places. 
Larry will also explain his planning process for 
the 6-week trip and will finish with a bunch of 
travel tips that are guaranteed to save you money.

On our Sunday 18 March meeting, we will be 
hosting Peter Nissen, who will be taking us 
through his experiences of what it was like to 
live in West Berlin, work in East Berlin and 
travel between the two on a regular basis. He 
has had many fascinating and hair raising 
experiences with border guards, travelling on 
the underground and will share these stories 
and more. This was during the time of the Berlin 
Wall. 

Our Sussing out Sydney will continue with walks 
planned by David Samuels. Stay tuned to our 
SEU newsletter.

Regards

Andrew 

President Syd Einfeld Unit



SYDNEY MASADA (SMU)
Acting President Eli Tal

Traditionally our first 
meeting of the year 
is always the Chief 
Minister of the Great 
Synagogue.  We look 
forward to hearing 

from Rabbi Dr Ben Elton who is always 
a stimulating and interesting speaker. All 
members of B’nai B’rith and our affiliate 
members are always most welcome.  The 
meeting will be on Tuesday 27 February at 
2.30pm at Princess Gardens Rose Bay.

As you might have read in our previous 
Communicator Vivienne Radomsky has 
now started to record and video the stories 
that our members wrote when Sydney & 
Masada Units merged.  To date Nettie Grant, 
Eva Gotshall, Ken Hacker, Monte Lewis z”l 
(daughter Melissa Havas), Marie Manstoff, 
Rita Newell and Sol Rosenfeld have been 
videoed and the interviews will soon be 
available on the BB website.

Members’ News

Mazeltov to Ginette Matalon who went to 
Israel for a simcha.

Paul Mendels has been home now for a few 
weeks and is feeling much better

Ella Krug is recuperating and improving and 
so is Nurit Tal.

Can everyone please report on Simchas and 
events to be included in our monthly reports

Eli Tal 

Acting President

Time on your hands?
The Bargain Bazaar Charity Shop in Cleveland Street, Sur-

ry Hills is looking for volunteers

Please contact Robert Kohn  0413 676 963 
rkohn@bigpond.net.au



 
Happy new year 
B’nai B’rith! 

Wishing all our 
fellow members a 
happy and healthy 
year ahead! 

Our Womanpower Unit ended its first year 
with a terrific party at the B’nai B’rith centre on 
Sunday  evening  10th December. We enjoyed 
drinks in the courtyard and then dinner and 
dancing in the function room. To get us all up 
and onto our feet we had an hour Zumba class 
held by two captivating South American girls 
before we swirled about to music from the 70s, 
80s and 90s! It was really great fun! We even 
had some men have a go at Zumba (no doubt 
inspired by the girls’ moves)! Age also proved 
to be no barrier and we were all inspired seeing 
Ernie Friedlander getting right into it!!

 
Womanpower Unit has a dream functions team 
with Deb Tanne always enthusiastic to decorate 
the space and Belinda Levy responsibly at the 
catering helm. Our grateful thanks to both of 
them for creating such a lovely function. Viv 
Radomsky also needs to be acknowledged for 
being the ‘wind beneath our wings’ by always 
helping us put our plans into action.
 
We will be starting this new year off with a 
planning meeting   at  4pm  on Sunday 4th 
February. Anyone who wants to join our Unit 
is invited to attend. We will let you know our 
exciting plans in the next Communicator!
 
Janine
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WOMANPOWER  (WPU)
Co-Presidents Nina Blair & Janine Zimbler



 
Poster Competitions 2017 

Strength in Harmony 
Examples of winning posters 

 

Nepean CAPA High School  
(Senior) 

Newington Public School  
(Junior) 

Korean Catholic Language School 
(Junior) 

   
Ben Venue Public School  

(Junior) 
Duval High School  

(Senior) 
Brisbane Waters Secondary College 

(Senior) 

   

Korean Catholic Language School  
(Senior) 

Bulli Public School  
(Junior) 

Armidale High School 
(Junior) 
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BB NSW Council Executives

President 1st Vice President Hon Secretary Councillor
Anna Marks OAM Dorrit Mahemoff James Altman OAM Eli Tal

0418 965 827 0417 675 215 9954 5839 0413 121 218

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au lendorr@bigpond.com james@altman.id.au etal@designerrugs.com.au

Immediate Past President 2nd Vice President Treasurer
Ivan Kaplan Anthony Faust John Szabo

0418 409 799 0404 808 871 0413 758 758

ivan.kaplan@gmail.com afaust47@bigpond.net.au john@szaboaccounting.com.au

PRESIDENTS

ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT              AVIV UNIT 
                   Jenny Burman                           Gary Marx
                   0407 938 917                            0414 938 914
        jennyred@bigpond.com            gary@garymarx.com.au

Ernie Friedlander OAM

0413 112 044

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH SYD EINFELD UNIT SYDNEY MASADA UNIT
David Laufer Andrew Havas OAM Eli Tal (Acting President)

9427 1249 0407 240 029 0413 121 218

dlaufer@tpg.com.au andrew@fiargo.net elit133@gmail.com

WOMANPOWER UNIT
Nina Blair                            Janine Zimbler
0411 293 692                      0409 915 845
pnnb@optusnet.com.au      janinez@optusnet.com.au

Contact us ….... We’d love to hear from you!
Phone         (02) 9321 6300

Web            www.bnaibrith.org.au

Email          council@bbnsw.org.au
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