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Janine Zimbler

President’s Report

I am delighted to submit my May report as President 
of BBNSW.

These past months I have had the pleasure of engaging 
with the work and activities of several of our units and 
entities and meeting and talking to our members and 
friends. This is a process I plan to continue during my 
term of office. 

One thing that has struck a warm chord with me are 
the amazingly strong bonds of friendships between 
members that have been forged over decades of 
membership of their unit. Members clearly are aware 
of and live and experience the value of these bonds. It 
is so heartwarming to witness. Thank you to everyone 
for your friendliness and warmth – you have all made 
me feel so welcome. I have loved meeting you all.

The units and entities have all been very busy this 
month holding successful events and planning future 
ones! Syd Einfeld Unit held a hilarious debate on 
whether women make better leaders and on the 29th 
May they will be hosting their 25th anniversary gala 
luncheon at the Diamond Bay Bowling Club. 

BBYO staged a recruitment and marketing stall at the 
Zionist Council Yom Ha’atzmaut Carnival held at The 
Venue in Alexandria.  They also held a Lag B’Omer 
event for their peers on Thursday 19th May. 

Courage to Care held their annual fundraising event at 
the QVB and raised over $100,000. They have recently 
engaged an educational consultant to enhance their 
programming and we welcome Danielle Blumberg to 
our BB offices. 

North Shore Kadimah Unit held a cruise on the 
Riverboat Postman on the 22nd May which was lovely 
and not affected at all by the inclement weather. 
Nothing stops BB members determined to have a 
splendid adventure that’s for sure!

I have promised to provide you with some feedback 
from the survey I asked you to complete to help BB 
with programming and planning. Thus far I have 
received 50 replies. 

Thank you to those of you who took the time to fill it in 
and give the questions some thought. Human Rights 
and Charity were identified unanimously as areas 
of passion of our members. Respondents suggested 
we hold dinner events with inspiring guest speakers 
and art/music/theatre activities were identified by 
the majority as being of interest. This is very helpful 
information to have.

As for the letters to Jewish organisations seeking new 
projects and partnerships with BBNSW, we have had 
15 excellent responses and Viv Radomsky (Marketing 
and Development) and I are busy meeting those that 
responded and hearing their proposals. 

Finally, we have put out an advert for a very part time 
madrich to help grow BBYO and Viv and I will be 
interviewing 3 candidates next week. 

On Wednesday 25th May, Moving Forward Together 
an initiave of ADU hosted a meeting at the BB Centre 
for The Hon. Mark Coure MP,  NSW Minister for 
Multiculturalism.  The Minister was very impressed 
by this inspiring project which is really starting to gain 
traction.  

See you at SEU’s 25th anniversary gala lunch!

Keep safe and well

Janine Zimbler

President of B’nai B’rith NSW

P.S. Please click on this link https://vinnews.
com/2022/03/01/yoseph-haddads-brilliant-defense-
of-israel-in-the-irish-parliament/ to find a very 
interesting article by Arab Israeli activist Yoseph 
Haddad.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
* N.B.    MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
                ANY AND ALL FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW

If you would like to access the online Calendar please go to the 
B’nai B’rith Website https://www.bnaibrith.org.au select NSW, 

scroll down to the Calendar

Schedule of meetings: SEU meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month, AVIV meet on 
the 3rd Monday of each month and NSK meet on the 4th Sunday of each month. 

Please click on the highlighted email address to book for events!

Saturday 4 June  Erev Shavout
Sunday  5 June    Shavout
Monday 6 June   Shavout

Sunday 19 June 2.30pm
SEU Trivia Afternoon at the B’nai B’rith 
Centre. 
RSPV: Yvonne Shapiro Phone: 0419 149 602
Email: ymshapiro100@gmail.com
(see flyer on page 25)

Monday 20 June 5.30pm
AVIV Show and Tell. Bring an interesting 
item to discuss.

Saturday 25 June 7.00pm
NSK Dinner at North Sydney Leagues Club.  
Please RSVP Sharon Dobson 0419 990 503 
dobsn@bigpond.com for booking purposes.

Wednesday 29th June 10.15am
Sussing Out Sydney, the Tramway Museum 
at Loftus (See flyer on page 26)

 June 2022 
ly2022

Monday 18th - Thursday 21st July  
SEU Bowral Midweek holiday.  To book contact 
Andrew Havas, phone: 0417 240 029 andrew@
fairgo.net.    Please let Andrew know the type of 
room you require. (See flyer on page 27)

Sunday, 24th July
NSK memorial afternoon for all the members of 
NSK who have passed away in the last couple of 
years. Details to follow.

Sunday 28August  2.00pm
NSK AGM at 18 Merrivale Rd Pymble.

Saturday 10th -Monday 12th September
BBANZ Triennial Convention.  (See flyer on 
page 20)

Save the Date

July 2022
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SYDNEY MASADADavid Samuels President 
(BBANZ)

Australia/New Zealand

It is less than four months until our Triennial 
Convention which will again be held in Melbourne 
and there are a number of people working very hard 
to ensure that this Convention will have purpose. Its 
theme will be about making B’nai B’rith bigger and 
stronger as we head into the future.  

If you, the members reading this and who are not 
directly involved in organising for the Convention, 
have views on what can make B’nai B’rith bigger 
and stronger, please let those views be known at this 
Convention.

B’nai B’rith International is supplying me with  
weekly list of upcoming programs and says it is the 
home for interviews and podcasts. It has “meaningful 
discussions on today’s most pressing and interesting 
issues”.  If anyone is interested in obtaining copies 
of these interviews and podcasts please let me know 
and I will endeavour to send them to you.

Another function that our District carries out is 
to attend (over Zoom) bi-monthly meetings of the 
Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ).  
ECAJ is the peak representative body of the 
Australian Jewish Community.

In an article that ECAJ recently published, it reported 
the growing trend of hate incidents in Australia over 
the past 7 years in relation to Jewish people.  

For instance in 2015 there were 190 documented 
anti Jewish hate incidents in Australia whereas in 
2021 there were 447. 

Anti-Semitic incidents in Australia have been 
collected and documented by the ECAJ since 1990 
and the documentation was spurred on by a spate of 
arson attacks in Sydney in 1990 and 1991.  

I was heavily involved with two of those Synagogues 
that were attacked in Bankstown and Illawarra, 
and  held the position of President of each of those 
Synagogues, I know what damage was caused. In the 
last 7 years hate incidents against Jews have been far 
greater than hate incidents against Muslims and 
Asians.  If you see something bad happening please 
report it.

On a lighter note it is great to see so many  activities 
happening for B’nai B’rith in both Melbourne and 
Sydney and I hope in Auckland.  Finally I feel we are 
getting back to where we were at the end of 2019.

David Samuels
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT 
(ADU)

President 

Ernie Friedlander OAM

Dear Members

We are facing exciting times. Having a new 
government and new challenges should not alter  
the direction that we have decided upon. We are 
fortunate to have good connection with the 2 major 
political parties as our agenda has always been 
bipartisan. 

The situation in Israel though, is very concerning. 
Unfortunately, the PR is and has been poor and our 
enemies are taking advantage of it.

On the home front we are progressing well .

The Stop Racism Now campaign 
Now that federal election is over we will roll the 
Vision Statement out - which is the core of this 
campaign. We will co-operate with many diverse 
organisations, adding their logos to it – it will 
apply to schools, corporates, community groups, 
organisations, offices, businesses and hopefully 
universities.

The Change Makers – Jewish Youth & Young 
Adults Achievement Awards
We decided on a different format of publishing – we 
will no longer have a personal Prize Giving, but have 
a glossy insert in the Australian Jewish News and a 
virtual online acknowledgement. The campaign will 
open on the 30th June, nominations will close on 
30th September, preselection 6th October, judging 
20th October, publishing & virtual prizegiving on 
the 8th December. The decision was made in order 
to overcome the struggle some of the young people 
had in attending the presentations. This will provide 
a lasting acknowledgement to all participants.

The Without Prejudice – Towards a Harmonious 
Society book
The 2010 version has been updated for an online 
distribution, with only a few hard copies printed. It 
will now be edited and launched probably middle 
to end of June. It still needs a couple of videos and 
illustrations.

Closer co-operation with the Council
Following the 3 year strategy rolled out by our NSW 
President, we expect that we will be joining forces 
on many of the existing projects that have been 
successful and enhancing them further. 

The Harmony Day Poster & Song Writing 
competitions
We received some wonderful entries. There were 
once again powerful displays of the 2022 topic 
Celebrating Harmony. The Prize Giving will be in 
NSW Parliament on Wednesday 14th September 
hosted by the Minister for Multiculturalism, The 
Hon. Mark Coure MP.

The Rescheduled Harmony Walk
It will now be on 11th or 18th September.

Keep well and safe – all the best        

Ernie

          Meeting with the Hon. Mark Coure MP,  
NSW Minister for Multiculturalism
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        AVIV LODGE 

Co-Presidents 

Lea Friedlander
& 

                                             Dorrit Mahemoff
Our first general meeting was held and we were 
entertained by Sammi Shalom.  A lovely evening, 
his entertaining and modest reflections on meeting 
people from all walks of life was most uplifting.

JUNE GENERAL MEETING  20th June at 5.30pm 
at BB Centre.   Show and Tell. Do you have an 
interesting article at home?    Bring it to our next 
general meeting and tell us about it.   It could be 
something you made,  an antique;  anything you 
feel could be of interest.

Saturday 4th June:  Erev Shavuot.   Easy on the 
cheese blintzes.

Monday 13th June: Queen’s Birthday long weekend.

Are you interested in art?  Would you like to 
paint like Renoir rather than Picasso?  Then 
join Ann Milch’s art class.  Each Thursday from 
10am - 12.30pm at the BB Centre.  $30 per 
session.   Contact Vivienne Radomsky at vivienne.
radomsky@bbnsw.org.au.

Moira Blumenthal’s latest production “Her Brilliant 
Career” will be showcased at the State Library from 
Thursday 16 - 19 June.  $50pp $45pp concession.   
Interested?   Get tickets from Lea F or Dorrit M.

You may also be interested in SEU Trivia 
afternoon to be held on 19th June 2.30pm at the 
BB Centre.  $25pp includes a delicious afternoon 
tea.    Prebooking essential by contacting Yvonne 
Shapiro ymshapiro100@gmail.com   Net proceeds 
earmarked towards a scholarship for a student at 
Mandelbaum House.

If you could make a difference in a child’s life would 
you do it?   The idea of the Click and Connect 
project is to hold a conversation on zoom with 
Israeli primary school students to improve their 
English.  This takes place each Thursday between 
4 - 5pm.   Kindly contact Vivienne Radomsky if 
interested.

B’nai B’rith ANZ’s Triennial Convention will 
be held in Melbourne 10 -  12 September, 2022.     
International President Seth J. Riklin will be 
attending.  The theme is “Focus on the Future.”   
More info in next newsletter.

With BB Greetings,  

Lea Friedlander and Dorrit Mahemoff
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       BARGAIN BAZAAR     
          Anna Marks OAM

      

We have had a couple of volunteers resign  over the 
past few weeks. Helen Lewin and Kathy Spencer have 
decided not to continue in the shop. The Committee 
want to thank and acknowledge their dedicated and 
hard work over  the past few years.  Helen was apparently 
most successful in sales at the pop-up furniture shop 
in the Coles centre, and Kathy was a great back room 
assistant.

Having now been involved in the shop since we 
reopened in February at the ‘end’ of Covid, I have 
slowly got to know some of the regulars.  Some wander 
in almost every day and buy stuff, others just come to 
check out what’s new.  Most of them we now know by 
name, they have a chat and then wander off….. they 
obviously live in the close neighbourhood, it’s almost 
like a drop in centre, they sit on the couches and have 
a chat with the other regulars. I’m surprised no one has 
thought of offering coffee and tea!

The turnover in the shop has been very very good, 
probably $3,000-5,000 a week, and of course with no 
rent to pay and very few outgoings, we are accruing 
quite a good sum to distribute eventually.

Jewish Care have 2 Ukrainian Jewish families on their 
books, and we were very happy to supply them with 5 
freshly laundered doonas that we had in stock.

A young Chinese woman came in to ask if she could 
do voluntary work on a Friday.  Friday is a tricky day 
on the roster as you’d know. Jane and I accepted her 
offer, signed her up on the spot. Keeya is doing a Media 
and Communications Course at Sydney Uni, has 
good English, so I quickly asked if she could set up a 
Facebook and Instagram page for us, which she’s in the 
process of arranging! She has brought a friend along 
and they are sterling workers on the Friday.

Anna
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B’nai B’rith Sydney Nominees 
Ltd

ATF Lodge Sydney No 1546 
Charitable Trust

Chairman 
Ivan Kaplan                                               

B’nai B’rith Sydney Nominees Ltd act as trustee for 
B’nai B’rith Lodge Sydney No. 1546 Charitable Trust. 
The Trust is registered with the ACNC and provides 
donations to charitable institutions, mainly in NSW. 
The Trust is income tax exempt and donations are only 
made to tax-deductible entities. 

In terms of a decision undertaken some years ago, the 
Trust has continued its policy of directing its donations 
to supporting Jewish education, Jewish continuity 
(which includes support for Israel) and B’nai B’rith 
projects. Our largest single donation in 2021 was again 
made to NSW Courage to Care in order to assist them 
in pursuing their program of exhibitions and school 
incursions.

In the case of supporting Jewish education the Trust 
provides yearly grants to all the Jewish schools in 
Sydney. The grants are made in the names of deceased 
members of Lodge Sydney in the form of bursaries to 
provide financial support to deserving parents. The 
letter below is typical of the grateful acknowledgements 
received from parents in this case a parent from Kesser 
Torah College.

In the case of supporting Jewish continuity and in 
particular in support of Israel, the Trust has financially 
supported Projects to send influential Australians to 
visit Israel. Joshua Koonin, who runs an Israeli-based 
company which arranges politically-based study tours 
in Israel, received a grant from the Trust. Joshua used 
the grant to subsidise a visit to Israel for Latika Bourke, 
a London-based journalist working for The Sydney 
Morning Herald & The Age.  The letter on the next 
page illustrates the importance of sending Journalists 
to Israel, who can then, through the Media they 
represent, present an unbiased and educated opinion 
of the complex society that exists.

From: Tania Cohen  
Subject: Dr Alexander Bursary - KTC

 Hi Ivan

I hope you are keeping well. I wanted to share with you 
the response below from one of the recipients of the Dr 
Alexander Bursary that B’nai B’rith so generously gave 
to our school.This bursary of $10,000, and the previous 
one for $5000, have a very real and very positive impact 
on the lives of the families that they are awarded to. The 
gift of a Torah education within a nurturing environ-
ment gives immeasurable benefits for these struggling 
families and the gratitude is deeply felt. 

Please pass on the school and the Foundation’s apprecia-
tion to the members of B’nai B’rith for choosing KTC as 
a recipient of the fruits of your hard work.
All the best for a healthy and prosperous 2022.
Warm regards
Tania

From: Darrell Godin  
Subject: FW: 2021 school fees - xxxxxxxxx
Hi Tania
I have enclosed some very heart-warming feedback 
received from the recipient of the B’nai B’rith Sydney 
Lodge Charitable Trust bursary.
I have redacted the names for confidentiality but it gives 
some indication of the difficulties dealt with by the fee 
committee on a daily basis.
Please thank the B’nai B’rith Sydney Lodge Charitable
Trust on our behalf for providing the support that they 
do and thereby enabling us to assist similar families in 
need.
Regards
Darrell
 
 Dear Darrell, 
Tears fill my eyes at the kindness my family have been 
shown. It is like a light which I never knew existed. 
When I escaped, I had to do it blindfolded, figuratively, 
and take a leap with blind faith. It is angels like yourself 
and the donors of the Dr Alexander Bursary and the 
B’nai B’rith that caught me and did not allow me to fall. 
I do not have enough words in my vocabulary to express 
my gratitude. 
Warmly,
xxxxxxxxx
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Dear Ivan, 

I wanted to drop you a note to thank you for the 
wonderful study tour of Israel, hosted by Josh Koonin. 

The trip was beyond all expectations and I can safely say 
Israel has made an entry to my top-five countries. 

The food, the energy, the history, the wonderful openness 
and passion of its people. I absolutely loved it and learnt 
a lot that sparked a professional interest in the region as 
well as personal desire to revisit. 

Josh was a really wonderful guide and put together 
a wonderful itinerary that put forward a contextual, 
balanced and rich understanding of Israel, Palestine and 
the region. 

I grew up Catholic attending mass every Sunday so 
Jerusaluem was just mind-blowing. Being able to walk in 
the very footsteps of Jesus, visit the church of the Holy 
Sepulchre and view the city from the Mount of Olives 
was like bringing the Bible alive. 

One of the other highlights was travelling to the 
borders. As an Australian this was a bit mind-boggling, 
particularly in Mettula where we could see both Syria 
and Lebanon at the same time, while we sipped tea and 
listened to landmines being detonated and tanks carrying 
out drills. 

Josh also arranged an excellent talk with a retired General 
who ran operations in Gaza. This was particularly 
informative as he explained the military innovations 
made to detect and combat Hamas tunnels as well as the 
impact that rockets have on the local city of Sderot

At the Jordanian border we met two young girls, just 18, 
who were serving out their military duty and had opted 
for a combat role. 

It was very sobering to see them, so young, carrying 
semi-automatic weapons in defence of their homeland 
and it was very obvious that young adults in Israel are far 

more resilient than say their Australian peers.
Borders and conflict-zones were all a world away from 
Australia but one I now feel confident in attempting 
to explain having visited the area and seeing how the 
locals on the border live and cope with being in a semi-
permanent state of being under attack. 

In Tel Aviv we learnt much about the Israeli start up, or 
scale-up, scene from both the Australian Ambassador to 
Israel and Paul Israel from the Israel-Australia Chamber 
of Commerce. 

While Australian innovators will try to learn what 
they can adopt and take home from the minds in Tel 
Aviv, it did feel like Israelis have something unique that 
enables their start-up success, their ability to try and fail 
without fear, their cultural openness, need to continue 
progressing and encouragement of ideas. 

 Also in Tel Aviv, we met Yuval Rotem who was a sharp 
and strategic mind on the geopolitical situation not just 
in the Middle East but the larger tectonic moves at play 
from the Pacific to Beijing to Moscow. 

The most moving part was at Vad Yashem, a powerful 
and poignant memorial to the Holocaust and added 
insight into the contemporary domestic Israeli politics. 
I have thought about it every day since and will now 
make 2022 the year I visit the camps to add to my 
understanding of Israel and its people and their hopes. 

I also enjoyed being able to meet a Fattah representative 
in Bethlehem. He gave us a very nuanced and 
sophisticated insight into the Palestinian view and 
explained well his own personal fears about the lack of 
hope his own children will feel if the Palestinian/Israeli 
remains unresolved. 

He gave us an understanding of the battle between Fattah 
and Hamas and his concerns for the region if Hamas are 
able to continue recruiting young Palestinians by using 
Israeli actions for propaganda.

The most compelling way I gained insight into learning 
about the conflict was through unprompted encounters 
with locals. We spoke at length with a woman who lived 
at a Kibbutz near Sderot and heard her harrowing tale of 
when a Palestinian rocket hit and killed a four-and-a-half 
year old boy. 

And at a settlement we met an Israeli man out for a walk 
with his dog who had many Palestinian friends and spoke 
of his personal hopes for a resolution to the conflict. 

Suffice to say we did much much more and learnt 
more than I thought possible in the time so please do 
accept my sincere thanks for the trip and your work 
in promoting deeper understanding between our two 
countries. 

Latika Bourke. 
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B’NAI B’RITH YOUTH

ORGANISATION 
(BBYO)  Co-Presidents

Ruby Borer & Amy Forman

The past month was fun and successful in many 
ways. We started off the month with planning and 
magnificently pulled off a Yom Ha’atzmaut family 
carnival in under 2 weeks. Ruby Borer (one of the Co-
Presidents) and Devan prepared and organised the 
day. The event took place at The Venue in Alexandria. 
It was a great way to get the word out, tell people who 
we are and what we do. It was truly amazing to see 
the community back together again celebrating after a 
long time of Covid interruptions. Once hearing about 
this event, we thought it would be a great opportunity 
to showcase BBYO and be there in person to chat to 
people and promote our organisation. 

For this carnival we were able to design and purchase 
a retractable banner as well as make flyers that 
people could take away with them. The event had a 
great atmosphere and was well attended by young 
families who enjoyed the rides, music and food. This 
experience allowed us to immerse ourselves in the 
Jewish community and express our love for Judaism. 

On Thursday 19th May, we held a BBYO Lag B’Omer 
event. We celebrated the 33rd day of the Omer through 
having a community bonfire and making s’mores.  
(A s’more is a campfire treat popular in the United 
States and Canada, consisting of one or more toasted 
marshmallows and a layer of chocolate sandwiched 
between two pieces of graham cracker.) This connected 
the chapter together and involved the members 
and made them feel a part of something bigger than 
themselves. 

After our Lag B’Omer event, we will continue planning 
for a party, with carnival games, food and so much 
more. We are aiming for this to be the biggest event yet 
and can’t wait to see many new and old faces join us. At 
this stage the carnival event will be held in mid-June. 

After having 2 exceptional events already this year 
and exciting ones coming up, we truly have made the 
most of the year and can’t wait to see what the next few 
months hold for us as a chapter. 

Devan Bloch and Amy Forman 
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         COURAGE TO CARE   
 CEO  

     Ed St John

               Report by Kathy Sharp
      Chair

Firstly I would like to thank those B’nai B’rith members 
who attended and pledged their support for Courage 
to Care at our fundraising lunch at the QVB Tea 
Rooms on Wednesday 4th May.  There was an amazing 
and positive feeling amongst the 150 people who 
attended.   From the feedback I have received, and 
from the response from donors, it was an extremely 
successful event both in terms of funds raised as well 
as the opportunity for enjoyable social interaction 
without the covid-restrictions of the past two 
years.   Attendees enjoyed listening to two interesting 
guest speakers, Simon Longstaff from the Ethics Centre 
and author Heather Morris.  A full photo gallery can be 
viewed at this link:   https://gisellehaber.pixieset.com/
couragetocarelunch/

Two weeks ago we welcomed Louise Jaque to fill 
the role of part-time Administration and Volunteer 
officer.   On Monday, 16th May we also welcomed 
Danielle Blumberg as our new Education Manager.

We recently received the results of an IT audit which 
makes interesting reading.  Over a period of time we 
will need to update our hardware, software platforms 
and storage systems.  The benefit of all of this will result 
in better efficiencies for both staff and volunteers.

The second school term is proving to be a busy one for 
our Courage to Care volunteers and staff.   Visits are 
scheduled for Murwillumbah (24-27 May), Bonnyrigg 
High School, Glenmore Park High School, Georges 
River Grammar School and North Shore Temple 
Emanuel to name just a few.  Our next exhibition will 
be in the Glasshouse Port Macquarie for 7 weeks from 
11th July. We aim to welcome a large number of school 
groups as well as community, corporate and general 
public through the exhibition.  

Another exciting initiative we are also currently busy 
with is the Courage to Care Harmony Taskforce.  We 
are seeking to recruit 15-20 young adults from the 
universities to take part in our program and facilitated 
workshop.   We will then assess their feedback and 
impressions of the impact of our programs. This 
valuable information gathering can then be used to 
influence current and future program content.  
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MARKETING MANAGER
Vivienne Radomsky

Dear Members and Friends,

By now you should have noticed our smart new 
branding. The new logos and letterhead have been 
sent to presidents of units and entities. Please start 
using them on your flyers and correspondence, also 
let us know if you didn’t receive them or if you are 
finding issues using them. We are finalising the other 
artwork and will pass this on when completed. The 
rebranding project has been spearheaded by CEO of 
BBVIC, Ellana Aarons and it’s terrific working with 
her. 

Our BBYO teens secured a stall at the Zionist Council 
Yom Ha’atzmaut Carnival in early May with only 2 
weeks’ notice. While I started to hyperventilate, they 
sprang into action and organised themselves. They 
had artwork made up for a banner and collected all 
the merchandise they had between them to display. 
They created a 6-panel brochure which we printed at 
the office and were ready to go. It was lovely to see 
them out in the community, publicising their work 
and their group. Our BBYO board have now officially 
become members of B’nai B’rith and we hope to have 
an installation ceremony later in the year. They will 
also be introducing new teens to assume places on 
their board in the second half of the year

On Thursday, their Lag B’Omer event was held at 
Devan’s house, with a bonfire, burnt marshmallows 
and toffee apples. Who could want anything more?

We are on the hunt for a BBYO Youth Coordinator, 
please see the advert and pass on to anyone who may 
be interested.

I would like to wish Ruby Borer (Co-President) a 
huge ‘Mazaltov’ on being selected onto the BBYO 
(International) Global Advisory Committee. In such 
a short time Ruby has managed to connect with her 
peers and become involved at an international level.

“The Global Advisory Committee is a select but 
diverse group of teens covering BBYO’s Global Hubs 
that will focus on mobilizing, strengthening, and 
amplifying our Movement’s global representation 
and connectivity. Those selected to sit on the Global 
Advisory Committee will serve from June 1, 2022 - 
June 1, 2023” – (BBYO Website).

Click and Connect is up and running again after all 
the breaks around Pesach and other Jewish holidays. 
On their recent visit to family in Israel, Ivan and Myra 
Kaplan (Myra is a Click and Connect volunteer), took 
the opportunity to visit our school in Kfar Yona and 
meet with the teacher and some of our children. In 
typical Jewish tradition, Myra took chocolates for the 
kids and they all had the opportunity chat. Please see 
Myra’s report and photo. 

On 18 June we will be hosting a Gin Experience run 
by Box Bar at the BB Centre for parents of teenagers. 
It’s a fun event organised by and for parents of our 
BBYO teens with the idea to create a new group in the 
40+ age range. Many of you will have children in this 
range and I encourage you to pass on this news and 
send the flyer around. Better still, offer to babysit the 
grandkids for the night.

In the past weeks, Janine and I sent a letter to all Sydney 
Jewish organisations seeking new partnerships and 
new projects. It’s important in our community that 
projects are not duplicated and we work together to 
enable a strong cohesive community. We have had a 
great response from community organisations and 
will be meeting to discuss possible ideas. What strikes 
me the most is the innovation and ingenuity of ideas 
for projects all with one main objective, “Tikkun 
Olam” - making the world a better place. 

Wishing you all Chag for Shavuot Sameach.

To the dear ladies of B’nai B’rith NSW, 
Our heartfelt thanks for the beautiful dolls that Vivienne Radomsky recently bought to South Africa. 
They will bring much joy to our beneficiaries and we are enormously grateful. Thank you for your 
kindness. 
Kind regards 
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NORTH  SHORE 
KADIMAH 

(NSK)
President 

David Laufer

More than 20 members booked to cruise the Hawkesbury 
River and Broken Bay on the Riverboat Postman on 22 
May.  The train timetable was such that we had to arrive at 
Hawkesbury River train station just over an hour before 
the ferry departed otherwise there would be insufficient 
time to get off a later train to get to the wharf.  The early 
morning start also meant missing the analysis of the 
previous day’s elections on TV.  The weather forecast was 
for a cold and rainy day.  We still had an enjoyable day.

Some of our NSK members attended the Courage to Care 
fundraising luncheon at the Tea Rooms in the Queen 
Victoria Building on 4 May to support this worthy cause.

We are also joining Syd Einfeld Unit celebrating its 25th 
Anniversary at the Diamond Bay Bowling Club on 29 
May, and will have a NSK table there.  In view of parking 
difficulties we will probably arrange use of a mini-bus. 

Further socialising will take place on 25 June when 
we attend the North Sydney Leagues Club for dinner.  
Further details will follow in a flyer.

As you will be aware several of our former members 
have passed away over the past two years.  Yet we have 
not been able to commemorate them due to various 
COVID-related restrictions.  We are therefore having 
a memorial afternoon for them on 24 July, possibly at 
Kadimah Gardens.

The AGM will be held on the 28th August at 2pm at 
18 Merrivale Road, Pymble

David
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SYD EINFELD UNIT
(SEU)

President 
David Samuels

It’s great to see that our Unit is getting into full swing 
again following a fairly tough two years.

For starters the Pesach Picnic held at Centennial Park 
in mid April, which was a combined function was 
well attended by members of our Unit and thankfully 
the weather was pleasant for a change.

On the 15th May we were to hold an interschool debate 
between two of our top Jewish Schools. Unfortunately 
despite the hard work put into the project by Peter 
Cappe, at almost the last minute both schools pulled 
out leaving us in a quandry. 

The executive of our Unit then decided to have our 
own debate between our members and make it a fun 
debate. We had around 50 people turn up and by all 
accounts everyone enjoyed themselves.  

The fun debate was followed by a sumptuous afternoon 
tea and it was great to see everyone socialising. Many 
thanks go to all those who took part in the debate, 
our adjudicator Cliff and to everyone involved in 
setting up for the day and organising and presenting 
us with a lovely afternoon tea.

Of course there’s more to come.  Our 25th Anniversary 
(really our 26th) is soon to be held and by all accounts 
around 100 people will be attending.  A lot of hard 
work is being carried out by a few people to make 
this the success I know it will be.

In June we have our annual quiz afternoon (see flyer 
for details) and our visit to the Tram Museum in late 
June followed by our time away in Bowral in July.  So 
there is a lot happening.

The only issue I have noticed with our Unit, and I 
know we are not alone with this issue, is the question 
of apathy.  For instance when I asked for a volunteer 
to be the adjudicator on the debate, only 2 people out 
of around 50 people said if nobody else would do it 
they would.  Also with the questionnaire that Janine 
Zimbler had attached to the last Communicator, 
only 48 people in all our Units replied. It was an 
important questionnaire which only took a couple of 
minutes to complete.  I ask you all in future who are 
not normally involved to help out where you can.

David Samuels
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WOMANPOWER UNIT
(WPU)

Co-Presidents 
Nina Blair & Belinda Levy 

         
Womanpower is in the midst of planning some 
fun and exciting activities for the months of July 
and August. We hope to visit Art Galleries and 
try  interesting cuisines at some restaurants in the 
Newtown/Enmore area.

 We continue to support the Bayside Women’s 
Shelter by collecting donated brand-new toiletries 
suitable for Women and children. There is a 
designated box located at the entrance to B’nai 
Brith Centre where you can place your welcome 
donations. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Nina and Belinda

CLICK AND CONNECT
Conversational English for Israeli children
Report by Myra Kaplan

On Friday, 6 May, Ivan and I, escorted by our Israeli 
son, visited the Rimon School in Kfar-Yona.  We were 
warmly welcomed by Shira, the English Co-ordinator 
and Galit, the Principal.

We were introduced to 7 of the pupils involved in our 
programme and I presented them all with a bar of 
chocolate as a greeting.  

We then retired to the school library, where we spent 
a most enjoyable and informative hour.  I interviewed 
each of the children and except for one or two, found 
their English to be of a fairly high standard.  

The majority of the children had travelled and lived in 
the USA for a period, accompanying their families on a 
business venture.

We were hosted with orange juice and pastries and 
presented with a Certificate  of Thanks together with a 
beautifully framed photograph of our visit.

We departed with an invitation to visit again  on our 
next trip to Israel.
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Empowering disadvantaged Israeli children with English Skills

 
 
Are you able to use Zoom? 

Do you have an hour to spare on Thursdays to
have a conversation with Israeli primary school
students to help them improve their English?  

No teaching experience is required, just the fun
of chatting to a delightful bunch of youngsters. 

Where:  From the comfort of your home on zoom 

When:    Thursdays 4pm – 5pm (ongoing)

What you need:  Working with Children Check, a
sense of fun, a desire to help, a love of children,
internet access

To join us contact Vivienne: 
 vivienne.radomsky@bbnsw.org.au or call 9321 6307
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        SYDNEY UNIT 1546
  (SU)

       President
Eli Tal

Our next meeting will be on the 28 June at Princess 
Gardens in Rose Bay at 2.30pm.  The speaker to be 
advised.  We invite everyone to attend and enjoy an 
afternoon tea with us.

Wishing you all Chag Sameach, 

Happy Shavout and enjoy the “cheesecake”.

Eli
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     B’nai B’rith Victoria

President 

Peter Schattner

Message from the President …….. on our media 
policy
 
The philosopher Aristotle said that, “The whole 
is greater than the sum of the parts.” This applies 
to what B’nai B’rith in Victoria is trying to do. We 
have many wonderful projects and activities, but 
when it comes to projecting a united and mean-
ingful organisation to a broad cross-section of the 
Jewish community, we have to be more than the 
sum total of these individual entities. 

One aspect of this organisation-wide approach is 
to make sure that when B’nai B’rith speaks to the 
media, it does so in a consistent and positive way. 
This means that individuals, even if they are Unit 
presidents or project leaders, need to be aware of 
how the organisation must encourage consistent 
and positive messaging. This can only be done by 
having sign-off to media posts at ‘the top’, that is 
by the President of B’nai B’rith Victoria, supported 
by the CEO. 

Of course, repeated promotion for the same or 
similar event does not require repeated sign-off. 
This ‘media policy’ needs to be sensible and work-
able, and not a major bureaucratic hurdle. 

And what are these media contributions? They in-
clude letters to the editor, interviews by journal-
ists, radio and TV commentaries and social media 
posts. Timeliness can be an issue. For example, 
one can be easily caught off-guard by being asked 
by a journalist at a public event what one thinks of 
something that B’nai B’rith is doing. 

It is one thing to try to describe what B’nai B’rith 
is doing and emphasising that one is speaking pri-
vately; the problem arises if one sounds like one is 
giving an official response. This can be due either 
to the role that the individual plays in B’nai B’rith 
or the content of what they say. One has to be care-
ful and be mindful of the ‘media policy’ which em-
phasises the need to have a consistent and positive 
message to the public which should be ‘signed off ’ 
whenever possible. 

The media policy is only one of several policies 
and papers that we are currently developing. Other 
statements will include event and privacy policies. 
These are based on discussions at the Executive 
and the Victorian B’nai B’rith Council. If you wish 
to understand the media policy in more detail or 
provide feedback, please ask our administrative 
assistant for a copy of the paper at admin@bbvic.
org.au. I shall continue to write about our evolv-
ing series of policies as they are developed and ap-
proved by our governing bodies. 

I am aware that BBNSW is facing similar issues to 
us here in Victoria and I hope that by describing 
some of our thinking your organisation can learn 
something, and of course vice versa. 

Peter Schattner
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Cashless 

payments are

preferred

Art  
with 

Ann Milch
 

 

 

Ann is a multi discipliniary
Sydney based artist with
over 30 years of teaching

experience.
 

Join us  weekly for a
morning of creativity.

 

 

Would you like to learn 
to draw & paint? 

 
Covering composition,

colour & design.
 

Beginners & advanced
painters welcome.

 
 
 
 

Thursday mornings
10am - 12.30pm
B'nai B'rith Centre
17 Barker Street Kensington
Cost: $30 per session

For more information 
please contact Vivienne at
vivienne.radomsky@bbnsw.
org.au
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https://events.humanitix.com/it-s-time-for-
a-night-out-gin-experience

https://events.humanitix.com/it-s-time-for-a-
night-out-gin-experience
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B’nai B’rith 
Syd Einfeld Unit 3385 
B‘nai B’rith Centre, 17 

Barker Street, Kensington 
 

 
 

 
Invites you to their  

Annual Trivia Afternoon 2022 
with Quiz Master 
Steven Jurke 

Make up a table of 8-10 with your friends, other BB 
members and family or join a table on the day. 

Easy general knowledge questions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

When: Sunday, 19th June, 2022, at 2.30pm. 
 

Where:B’nai B’rith Centre. Barker Street, Kensington. 
 

Cost: $25.00 p.p. including a delicious afternoon tea. 
 

RSVP:Yvonne Shapiro by 12th June, 2022 
Phone: 0419 149 602 

Email: ymshapiro100@gmail.com 
 

Pre booking essential.  
Banking Details: B’nai B’rith Syd Einfeld Unit 

BSB: 062 236 A/C# 1004 0382 
Please enter your name as reference 

 
Nett proceeds towards a part scholarship for a student at 

Mandelbaum House 
 

All Welcome 
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B’nai B’rith Syd Einfeld Unit invites you to  
Sussing Out the Sydney Tramway Museum 

 
 

When: Wednesday, 29th June, 2022 
 
Time: Meet at Loftus Station at 10.15am. You can catch the Waterfall 

train from Bondi Junction at 9.26am or pick up the same train from 
Central at 9.40am or from Wolli Creek at 9.51am. It is a short walk 
to the Tramway Museum 

 
Cost: $15 per person, Seniors rate. This will include Museum entry, tour 

and a ride with Peter Kahn as our driver. School children $10, 
preschool children free.  

 
Morning tea 
/Lunch: You can buy morning tea (tea/instant coffee/biscuits and/or cold 

drinks, ice creams) at the Museum. 
 The guided tour and ride will take about 2 hours. After that we can 

go back to Sutherland (by train) where there is plenty of choice of 
places to buy lunch. Alternatively, there is also a picnic area in the 
museum grounds. 

 
RSVP: by Wednesday, 15th June to Sue Samuels on 0409 398 241 or 

sue.samuels@bigpond.com 
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Syd Einfeld Unit invites you to our mid-week holiday at the Berida Hotel, Bowral. 
Join us for three full days of fun, food and friendship. 

Limited rooms available - first come, first served! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check in: Monday 18th July 2022 
Check out: Thursday 21st July 2022 
Total: 3 nights’ accommodation, including a hot cooked breakfast each morning. 
Rooms:  Single/Twin/Queen Rooms available. 
Rates: $615 Single ($205.00 B&B per night) and $735 Double ($245.00 B&B per night) 
  
Booking: 
Book through Andrew Havas, phone: 0417 240 029 andrew@fairgo.net       
A $100 deposit must be paid no later than Thursday, 21st April.  
Please let Andrew know the type of room you require. 
 
Payment to: 
Yvonne Shapiro, phone: 0419 149 602 (ymshapiro100@gmail.com 
CBA Bank  BSB: 062 236     Account #: 1004 0382 
Please ensure your name appears in the transfer... 
 
The full (non-refundable) balance must be paid by 27th June, 2022. 
 
Cancellation: Before 18th May, DEPOSIT will be fully refundable. 
After 18th May, no refund of deposit or room cancellations are allowed, except for exceptional Covid related 
reason. 
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    BB NSW Council Executives
President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Past President Secretary
Janine Zimbler          Dorrit Mahemoff Vera Cranston Anna Marks OAM Belinda Levy

0409 915 845           0417 675 215 0431 663 124 0418 965 827 0417 244 830

janine.zimbler@bbnsw.org.au                      lendorr@bigpond.com vcranston12@gmail.com anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au levybelinda53@gmail.com

Senior Vice President of 
B’nai B’rith International

President of Sydney 
Nominees

Councillor Hon Treasurer

James Altman OAM Ivan Kaplan Linda Reitzin John Szabo

0439 482 589 0418 409 799 0448 044 710 0413 758 758

james@altman.id.au ivan.kaplan@gmail.com linda.reitzin@gmail.com john@szaboaccounting.com.au

     UNITS
ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT               AVIV LODGE                     BBYO
Ernie Friedlander OAM Lea Friedlander Dorrit Mahemoff Ruby Borer      &        Amy Forman

0413 112 044 0407 102 798 0417 675 215              (02)9321-6307

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au ernieleafr@gmail.com lendorr@bigpond.com          bbyo@bbnsw.org.au

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH         SYD EINFELD UNIT SYDNEY UNIT WOMANPOWER UNIT
David Laufer                                 David Samuels Eli Tal Nina Blair                                Belinda Levy        

0409 077 093 0419 407 018 0413 121 218 0411 293 692                           0417 244 830 

dlaufer@tpg.com.au seu3385@gmail.com etal@designerrugs.com.au pnnb@optusnet.com.au         levybelinda53@gmail.com

PROJECTS
COURAGE TO CARE BARGAIN BAZAAR                                                  MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER
Ed St John Anna Marks OAM                                                                           Ernie Friedlander OAM

9321-6301 0418 965 827                                                                                     0413 112 044

ceo@couragetocare.com.au anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au                                                             ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

B’NAI B’RITH CENTRE BB RETIREMENT VILLAGES                    B’NAI B’RITH AUSTRALIA & NZ
Dorrit Mahemoff Roma Shell                        David Samuels

0417 675 215 0438 069 250                         0419 407 018

lendorr@bigpond.com romashell@gmail.com                         david.samuels@bbnsw.org.au

     Contact usContact us ….... …....

        Phone     (02) 9321-6300

        Email      council@bbnsw.org.au

        Web        bnaibrith.org.au


