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At the Council meeting, we 
had Danielle Schilling from 
Melbourne as our guest.  She is 
the Israel Commission Chair and 
I’m delighted that Lea Friedlander 
has accepted the role of NSW 
Israel Commission fund raiser, so 
expect some interesting functions 
and film events to raise funds.

As part of the ‘Letters of Loss 
and Refuge’ exhibition, we have had a number of 
associated events. The rehearsed reading of some 
of the letters that were not displayed was directed 
by Chris Hill with technical assistance from James 
Hill. The readers were members of B’nai B’rith. 

The next event was a presentation by Josephine 
Brouard, a journalist, on her memoir Scatterling 
on growing up in South Africa.  

This was followed by a performance by the Sydney 
Jewish Choral Society, singing Yiddish and South 
African songs from their repertoire, with our 
own Len Mahemoff a member of the choir. The 
exhibition brought some 450 people into the 
Centre and impressed everyone who saw it. These 
exhibitions are a great way for us to reach out to the 
community and raise the profile of B’nai B’rith.

Later in the year we will have the ABC Art 
Exhibition in conjunction with the COA and 
in August the Jewish Life in Norway exhibition 
coming to the Centre.

We are in discussion with the CEO of  Y2I (Youth 
to Israel) for B’nai B’rith to offer a follow up 
programme for kids who have returned from Israel.  
This would fit very neatly with reviving B’nai B’rith 
Youth in NSW.

Another exciting project we hope to get off the 
ground is called Click and Connect which entails 
volunteers in Sydney conversing with Israeli kids 
in disadvantaged schools, to help them with their 
English-speaking skills via the internet. We will be 
looking for volunteers, starting in September when 
the school year starts.  The programme is already 
running in Melbourne most successfully and has 
been very enthusiastically embraced by B’nai B’rith 
Victoria.  

Janine Zimbler, who is a member of the B’nai B’rith 
NSW executive will be representing B’nai B’rith at 
Israel’s 71st cocktail party celebrations in mid-May.  
All the ‘seniors’ on the executive will be overseas, 
so it is great we can send one of the more ‘junior’ 
members. 

James and Elaine Altman’s big adventure in the 
Big Apple
Nine days ago we were in NYC with Erica and the 
kids - beautiful, Spring weather for Nature trails in 
Central Park and a ferry ride and exploration of the 
Statue of Liberty, along with a wonderful concert for 
children on the theme of Clair de Lune - all moon 
music with wonderful visuals, including latest 
photos from NASA.   To top off all our adventures 
in NYC we were rescued from our hotel lift, (stuck 
between floors) through the ceiling of the lift, by 
none other than the illustrious New York City Fire 
Department.

Anna
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Anna Marks OAM
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
* N.B.    MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO 
                ANY AND ALL FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW

Friday 3rd May - Sunday 5th May
Womanpower weekend away in Vincentia. 
Contact Nina Blair  pnnb@optusnet.com.au o

Sunday 5th May
Syd Einfeld Unit Picnic with residents of 
Windgap. Centennial Park @ 11.30am. RSVP Susie 
Pajor suepajor@bigpond.com or

Wednesday 15th May
Syd Einfeld Unit  Shmooze 12.00pm at Rose Bay 
RSL. RSVP Sue Samuels sue.samuels@bigpond.com 

Sunday 19th May
Syd Einfeld Unit 2.30pm @ BB Centre “Getting to 
know you”

Monday 20th May
AVIV Lodge General meeting @ 7.30pm BB 
Centre. Our guest Speaker will be Eric Roozendaal 
LLB BA, Treasurer in the last Labour Government.

Tuesday 28th May
Sydney Masada Unit 2.30pm at Princess Gardens 
Rose Bay. Guest speaker Peter Hecht.

Sunday 16th June 

Monday 17th June 
Safe Conversations Limmud OZ. Please contact 
Janine Zimbler  janinezimbler@gmail.com                 

Wednesday 19th June
Prize giving for Harmony Day poster & song 
writing competition. Theatrette Parliament House 
@ 2.00pm.  Limited seating please contact Ernie 
Friedlander ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au 

North Shore Kadimah  Theatre party to see 
the film “Red Joan” at Roseville Cinema. This 
will be a fund raising event to support a women’s 
refuge on the North Shore. Please RSVP as soon 
as possible to Maree Tofler on 9416 5754. 

Sunday 23rd June 
AVIV Lodge Nosh Aviv 6.30pm at John 
Roozendaal’ s home  St Rose Bay RSVP Ann or 
Pam Younger $30 pp, BYO wine.

Sunday 23rd June - Sunday 7th July
The Artfully Brilliant Collaboration - an 
exhibition of works at the BB Centre by Jewish 
artists. 

Sunday 30th June
North Shore Kadimah We will be travelling 
by train to Cronulla and having lunch there.  Let 
Sharon Dobson know in advance if you will join 
us.

MAY 2019 JUNE 2019
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT (ADU)
President Ernie Friedlander OAM

Dear Members
We are progressing well with 
our pro-active anti-racism 
project. We have made a draft 
manifesto that will be reviewed 
by the consortium of 8 of the 
other organisations who are 
likely partners in this quest. 
Here it is for your information. 
It is important for people to 

identify the great need for action and not be 
bystanders but upstanders.

We hope to see you at Limmud OZ 16 
June, when we will present “Confronting 
Antisemism” . We have a panel that is very 
experienced:   Alex Ryvchin Joint Director 
ECAJ, William Nemesh Waverley Councillor 
& Board of Deputies Community Liaison, 
Ariel Mekler-Peled AUJS Vice President and 
myself. Lesli Berger, President of the Jewish 
Board of Deputies, will be moderator.
Your feedback will be greatly appreciated

Ernie

STOP 
THINK 
CONSIDER OTHERS

Stop – Take a step back before you rush into anything

Think and Realise –
Think about the damage caused by prejudices, discrimination and stereotyping 

Think about the vilification, conflict and violence caused by it

Realise its negativity, how it leads to hate and destruction as well as disillusionment of young people

Realise the other person may look different, have a different religion, different background but is human, 
has feelings, gets hurt the same way we do

Consider Others
The benefit and need that kindness, love, compassion and harmony will bring to our planet, nationally 
as well as globally

The benefits resulting from considering people on their merit regardless of colour, race or religion

The benefits resulting from confronting racism in all forms and the courage to say NOT ACCEPTABLE 

That by doing so we will provide a safer and better world for our children and grandchildren

That too often the ME FIRST attitude displayed is hurting, in particular, people that are most vulnerable

That human nature needs to be tamed, being riddled with conflicts and admit “I was wrong”

Call for Action – Statement of intent

Each person can do it – let’s not be bystanders
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AVIV  
Co-Presidents  Ann Milch & John Roozendaal

Dear Members & 
Friends
Our Speaker for 
March, Ari Gefen- 
Adler, was excellent 
and a record number 
of members & 
friends heard him 
speak about “The 
Exodus - was it real?” 

20th May General meeting – 7.30pm Our guest 
Speaker will be Eric Roozendaal LLB BA, 
Treasurer in the last Labour Government.
23rd June-  Nosh Aviv at John Roozendaal’s 
home $30 pp Sunday 23rd June @ 6.30pm- 
Sunday 7th July. 2019.  The Artfully Brilliant 
Collaboration - an exhibition of works at the 
BB Centre by Jewish artists.   

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS:   Please buy a 
book from Louise Falk.  As well as being good 
value - restaurants, two for the price of one, 
discounts on dry cleaning, petrol and many 
other deals - we also make a profit on each 
book sold.

David Friedlander was recently married.  We 
wish him and his bride much happiness.

We hope you have an excellent Passover 
celebrating with family and friends.

Following on from Pesach are Thursday 2nd 
May, Yom HaShoah,  Wednesday 8th May, 
Yom Hazikaron  and Thursday 9th May, Yom 
Ha’atzmaut.
 

Kind regards, 
Pres Ann Milch and Pres John Roozendaal
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COURAGE TO CARE
Report by Emanuel Szumer Secretary

Dear Friends,

Courage to Care’s school program 
continues to grow from strength 
to strength. Under the direction of 
Head of Education Faye Radom, 
the team continues to deliver our 
excellent program to more and 

more schools. Most importantly almost every school 
visited asks for us to return at least once a year.

There is no better testament to the impact of the 
program being delivered than the feedback from 
the children. The following are excerpts from the 
feedback to the program recently delivered at a 
school in ST Ives.

“We used to believe that people like us weren’t able 
to make a change, but now we know that anyone can 
make a change. It only takes courage and  bravery to 
make a difference”

“I used to think it would have been easy to resist but 
now I think it would’ve have taken a lot of courage”

“I used to think no many people were willing to save 
Jewish lives, however now I know that many non-
Jewish people were courageous by risking their lives 
when they did not have to”

Schools throughout NSW and QLD are using 
our program to great effect, supplementing 
their compulsory study of the Holocaust, with 
our program highlighting the action of brave 
“upstanders” who 
had the Courage to 
Care and save Jewish 
lives.

Without a doubt, the 
school children of 
NSW would never 
hear this side of the 
Holocaust, and the 
important lessons 
we can draw from it, 
if it weren’t for B’nai 
B’rith’s Courage to 
Care Program.

As our school program delivery grows, in addition 
to upcoming exhibitions in the Gold Coast and 
Moree later this year, as well as our Workplace 
Program, we have expanded our staff to ensure 
that program delivery remains at the highest level 
of quality and professionalism, and to support of 
our wonderful volunteer presenters, facilitators 
and survivor storytellers. Dr Lynne Swarts, 
historian, academic, researcher and curator, 
has been appointed as head of Exhibitions and 
Education.  Anna Woolf has been appointed as an 
Administrative Assistant.

Because of the significant increase in demand due 
to the success of our schools program, we are again 
seeking to increase our volunteer base. We have 
roles for people willing to volunteer time for front 
line program delivery as well as administrative, 
support and marketing tasks. Please spread the 
word to your friends, family, children and where 
appropriate grandchildren. Courage to Care will 
train and support volunteers in all roles.   

Our upcoming training session is a good place 
to start (see below), but those interested in 
volunteering can contact any of our staff or other 
Courage to Care volunteers for more information 
and guidance. 

Emanuel Szumer
Secretary



As yet there are no reports of 
members being pulled up by 
RBT after the presentation 
by David Ligoff on Sunday 14 
April on whisky. It included 
sample tastings of 3 different 
whiskeys. David is the son 
of former Kadimah Gardens 
residents Joe and Rhona Ligoff 

and the father of Steven Ligoff, a winner of an 
ADU Jewish Changemaker Award.  Thanks to 
Sharon and Martin Dobson for hosting this event.

The topic of David’s talk was “Jews in booze”.  
When Jews migrated from Europe to America 
they brought with them distillery skills developed 
over centuries in their home countries. Isaac Wolfe 
Bernheim developed the I.W. Harper distillery in 
Kentucky; Samuel Bronfman (Yiddish for distiller) 
acquired the Seagram’s liquor business in Canada; 
and Arnold Rothman was the brain behind the 
Mob that dominated the bootlegging gangs during 
the US prohibition era.  His gang, fronted by an 
Italian Lucky Luciano included Meyer Lansky and 
Bugsy Segal.  From Canada they smuggled scotch 
whisky that was superior to the whisky produced 
in illegal local stills.   The scotch had been brought 
to Canada legally by Seagram. 

A week earlier on 7 April drivers from NSK unit 
and parents of Masada College students delivered 
Pesach parcels to 15 Jewish Care recipients on the 
North Shore. Most drivers brought along children 
or grandchildren to participate in this mitzvah.

The theatre party to see the film “Red Joan” 
at Roseville Cinema on Sunday 16 June will 
commence at 2:30 pm in the upper foyer, even 
though the film starts around 4:00pm.  This will be 
a fund raising event to support a women’s refuge 
on the North Shore. Please book with Maree Tofler 
on 0409 916 665.  You can pay her, or directly into 
the NSK bank account.  

This year’s Mystery Destination is no longer a 
mystery. We will be travelling by train to Cronulla 
on 30 June and having lunch there.  Let Sharon 
Dobson know in advance if you will join us.

Miriam Kluger still has 2019/2020 Entertainment 
Books available at $70 each. The commission from 
the sale of these books is a significant fund raiser 
for our Unit.  

Miriam is also co-ordinating our next outing 
with D.A.R.T.S. on 14 July at the Kokoda Track 
Memorial Walkway in Concord.  Please contact 
Miriam on 9880 9116 to buy the books and/or 
participate in the outing.  

Planning has also commenced to hold a Shabbat 
Dinner for members on Friday 26 July and to have 
a weekend away in Katoomba over 23-24 August.

As I will have served two consecutive years 
as North Shore Kadimah Unit’s President, my 
Presidency will come to an end at the AGM on 15 
September.  Please give consideration to taking on 
that position, either singly or jointly with someone 
else. 

Congratulations to Rita and Phillip Baynash on 
the marriage of their granddaughter in Israel in 
May.

On behalf of North Shore Kadimah Unit I offer 
condolences to Dot Theeboom on the recent loss 
of her husband Max and wish her a long life.

David Laufer – President.

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH (NSK)
President David Laufer
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PROJECT MANAGER’S REPORT
Vivienne  Radomsky

Dear members, 
My report this month 
will be short because I 
would like the pictures to 
tell the story.
We are now at the end 
of the Letters of Loss and 
Refuge exhibition and it’s 
been a month of activity 
at the B’nai B’rith Centre. 

Attendance has been good with people popping 
in during the week and on Sundays as well as 
organized group visits from COA, Burger Centre 
and Jewish Care. 

We had three big events during the exhibition, 
namely a dramatized reading, aptly termed  
“Behind the Letters”  organized by Chris and 
James Hill, a talk with journalist and author 
Josephine Brouard and lastly an afternoon of 
songs with the Sydney Jewish Choral Society.

Catering for all events has been inhouse with 
scrumptious baking being done by Jenny 
Mandel, Belinda Levy, Lori Franks and Anna 
Marks. It certainly makes a difference to the way 
our events run with this input from B’nai B’rith 
members.

Hi Vivienne 
I am most impressed with all the hard  work 
that was put into the various events around 
the exhibition. I commend you all who put in 
hard work and creativity to make the events a 
success. On behalf of the whole Schwab family 
all around the world I thank you for honouring 
our ancestors and their memory. 
Thank you all and may you be blessed at this 
time while we celebrate the exodus from Egypt.
Kind Regards 
Norman Schwab 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, before Pesach 
I ran a Mosaic workshop for a group of girls. 
The theme of the workshop was based on the 
Arava region in Israel and the beautiful fruit and 
vegetables grown in hothouses. This was part of 
the program I attended with JNF in Israel and 
one of the educators who was on the tour with 
me joined in. 

The BBYO workshops would not run so smoothly 
without the help of B’nai B’rith volunteers who 
give up time and attend with the children, thank 
you to Sue Cassrels for your effort. Our new 
BBYO coordinator Ella Grinberg joined us with 
the children as well as Jenny Mandel who made 
different coloured icing for the girls to decorate 
Marie biscuits.

Our next big project is the ABC Art exhibition 
which we will be undertaking with COA. If you 
are an artist we would love you to submit your 
work, please also pass the message on to any 
artists you may know, the more involvement the 
better. 

I would like to wish all B’nai B’rith members 
Chag Sameach for the upcoming Pesach holiday.

Vivienne
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SYD EINFELD (SEU)
President Andrew Havas OAM
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B’nai B’rith today is a very 
different organization from the 
one founded 176 years ago in 
1843. Although still concerned 
with the welfare of the Jewish 
people, with education and 
the maintenance of a strong 
social conscience, B’nai B’rith 
today has gone far beyond 

the parameters, which its founders originally 
conceived. 

In an increasingly busy world membership 
has become a competitive challenge. Yet the 
Syd Einfeld Unit continues to grow. We have 
five new prospective members who would like 
to join our ranks. If we want to guarantee our 
future however, we will need to concentrate 
on a more project orientated organisation. In 
other words, the emphasis from location based 
units and loyalties to be transferred to a more 
embracing, inclusive strategy of project-based 
groupings is necessary. 

To this end succession planning is very 
important to maintain continuity of the SEU. As 
my two-year tenure draws to an end in August 
this year we have already taken steps to secure a 
prospective President for the Unit. It will then 
be up to the incoming President to secure his 
executive team. I again urge you to consider 
volunteering for one of the positions on the SEU 
executive.

Our annual Matzo Picnic in Centennial 
Park on Monday 22nd April was a great success 
more than 45 people turned up.

For the May meeting we have a very special “get 
to know you” segment. Followed in June by a 
speaker from the Australian Jewish Association, 
a Quiz night in July, AGM in August with 

special guest speaker and a weekend away at the 
beginning of September. 

The B’nai B’rith National Conference will be 
held 6-8th September in Melbourne where 
the International President of B’nai B’rith will 
be installing our very own David Samuels as 
President of District 21, Australia New Zealand 
at a gala function. Melissa & I are planning 
to be present and it would be really nice if we 
could have a good SEU and indeed B’nai B’rith 
NSW presence in support of Sue & David at the 
Convention and Installation. 

Of course, in between all of this, we will still 
be having our regular schmooze sessions and 
Sussing out Sydney, our book club meetings and 
much more. So, I urge you to please do join in as 
many of the activities as you can.

Andrew Havas



SYDNEY MASADA (SMU)
President Eli Tal
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Dear Members & Friends
We had a very successful 
March meeting with Doron 
Lazarus CEO of Magen 
David Adom. 
Unfortunately, there were 
less people this time but the 

presentation about the work of MDA in Israel 
was outstanding. Sydney Masada donated 
$1000 to MDA.

There is no April meeting and on 28 May we 
have a very interesting speaker, Peter Hecht.
We wish all our members, their families and 
friends and residents at Princess Gardens a 
happy, kosher Pesach.
Eli Tal 
President

On Monday 8 April students from Masada 
College visited residents of Kadimah Gardens 
Retirement Village to have lunch and a pre 
Pesach visit. Students and residents were 
paired  at      tables and this enabled an 
intergenerational experience. Rabbi Kunin 
from Masada College gave an informative pre 
Pesach talk.
This event would not have been possible 
without the hard work of the Chairlady of the 
Kadimah Gardens Residents Committee, Ada 
Berger. Matzo boxes paid for by the Sydney 
Masada Unit were delivered to each unit at the 
retirement village.

9TH APRIL 2019

Dear Vivienne, Rabbi Kunin and Caroline

On behalf of myself and the Residents at 
Kadimah Gardens I would like to say a very 
big thank you to B’nai B’rith Sydney Masada 
Unit for the Matzo’s which you gave for all the 
residents which I delivered later yesterday.
Rabbi Kunin for your very interesting talk 
about Pesach
It was a lovely afternoon that the residents 
had with you, Rabbi Kunin and the Masada 
Children
All the Residents were very impressed with 
the Children, their friendliness, interest in 
talking to us and so well behaved it’s really 
greatly appreciated
Please to let the parents know impressed the 
residents were about their children
Have a wonderful happy and healthy Pesach

Regards

ADA BERGER
CHAIRLADY KADIMAH GARDENS 
RESIDENTS COMMITTEE



On Sunday 7 April 
Womanpower combined 
with Sephardi Synagogue to 
host our second Pre-Pesach 
Ballabuste  evening at 
Sephardi Synagogue Bondi 
Junction. 

Aviva Barel was our wonderful organizer from 
Sephardi Synagogue and made everyone feel most 
welcome. There was a lovely interest and sharing vibe 
among all the ladies. It was a great success.Twenty 
eight women were treated to a demonstration of 
typical Sephardi Pesach dishes which included 
date charoset, Moroccan carrot salad using carrot 
pieces(not grated and less work!), a chicken curry 
and small pieces of chicken coated in a mixture of 
egg and sweet chilli sauce rolled in coarse matzo 
meal, then fried. Yummmmmm 
 
Rabbi Chiriqui took us into the ornate shule and 
explained the history of the Sephardi people, some 
customs and traditions. He showed us the Torahs 
stored in beautiful cases. Some of the Torahs 
have been donated by members of the Sephardi 
community and are only used when that family is 
having a yarzeit. Rabbi Chiriqui was most generous 
with his time and was happy to answer our curious 
questions.

We ate a very tasty meal and all the ladies want to 
come back for the wonderful food! 
 
We are looking forward to our weekend away on 3-5 
May in Vincentia. 
 
Our Safe Conversations course is being held on 
Sunday 28 April from 10am-3pm. Reduced fee 
available. Please contact Viv in the office for more 
information. 
 
We are having a planning meeting on Thursday 30 
May at a vegan restaurant (TBA). 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful Pesach season and 
enjoyable cooking  
Regards 

Nina
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WOMANPOWER  (WPU)
President Nina Blair 
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Time on your hands?
The Bargain Bazaar Charity Shop 

in Cleveland Street, 
Surry Hills 

is looking for volunteers

Please contact 

Robert Kohn 0413 676 963

rgkohn@outlook.com
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Halas Family

Every individual has the power to make a difference
...as long as they have the

Courage to Care
You are invited to a fundraising lunch at

NSW Parliament House
6 Macquarie Street, Sydney

WWednesday, 8 May 2019
12.00pm to 2.00pm

Cost: Table of 10 - $950 
Individual tickets $95

Please join us to show your support for the commencement
of another 20 years of Courage to Care 
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          NORTH  SHORE  KADIMAH  UNIT  3501  Inc.

                 Theatre Party
Members of B’nai B’rith and Friends
           are cordially invited to

        Roseville Cinema
                                on

           Sunday 16 June 2019
             Time to be advised 

         Movie: ‘RED JOAN’
Staring Judy Dench

Afternoon Tea Followed by the Movie

RSVP: Maree Tofler 
Mob: 0409 916 665 Tel: 9416 5754
Unit 22, 15 Tryon Road, Lindfield NSW 2070

Movie and afternoon tea $20 per person

All monies to be paid by 8 June 2019
No tickets sold at the door 

All proceeds will go towards the “MARYS HOUSE” PROGRAM 

Please make cheque out to BB North Shore Kadimah and send cheque to Maree Tofler
	For Direct Bank Deposit
           Commonwealth Bank
           BSB No. 062 195
           Account No. 1019 5457

	(Please indicate who the deposit is from on bank remittance)
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BB NSW Council Executives

President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Secretary
Anna Marks OAM Dorrit Mahemoff Janine Zimbler James Altman OAM

9954 5839

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au lendorr@bigpond.com janinezimbler@gmail.com james@altman.id.au

Councillor Councillor Past President Hon Treasurer
Eli Tal Belinda Levy Ivan Kaplan John Szabo

etal@designerrugs.com.au levy.belinda53@gmail.com ivan.kaplan@gmail.com john@szaboaccounting.com.au

PRESIDENTS
ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT AVIV LODGE                        AVIV LODGE

Ann Milch                                                     John Roozendaal
                                               
amilch@bigpond.net.au                               jroozend@gmail.com                   

Ernie Friedlander OAM

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH SYD EINFELD UNIT SYDNEY MASADA UNIT
David Laufer Andrew Havas OAM Eli Tal

dlaufer@tpg.com.au andrew@fairgo.net etal@designerrugs.com.au

      

WOMANPOWER UNIT COURAGE TO CARE BARGAIN BAZAAR
Nina Blair                           Kathy Sharp Robert Kohn

pnnb@optusnet.com.au vicechair@couragetocare.com.au rgkohn@outlook.com

Contact us ….... BB RETIREMENT VILLAGES
Phone         (02) 9321 6300 Henry Wirth

Web            www.bnaibrith.org.au

Email          council@bbnsw.org.au hwirth@bbrv.org.au


