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B'NAI B'RITH PREVIEW

Message from the President ..... on our media policy
The philosopher Aristotle said that, “The whole is greater than the sum of the
parts.” This applies to what B’nai B’rith in Victoria is trying to do. We have many
wonderful projects and activities, but when it comes to projecting a united and
meaningful organisation to a broad cross-section of the Jewish community, we
have to be more than the sum total of these individual entities.

One aspect of this organisation-wide approach is to make sure that when B’nai B’rith speaks to
the media, it does so in a consistent and positive way. This means that separate voices from
individuals, even if they are Unit Presidents or project leaders, need to be aware of how the
organisation must encourage consistent and positive messaging. This can only be done by
having sign-off to media posts at ‘the top’, that is by the President of B’nai B’rith Victoria,
supported by the CEO.
Of course, repeated promotion for the same or similar event does not require repeated sign-off.
This ‘media policy’ needs to be sensible and workable, and not a major bureaucratic hurdle.
And what are these media contributions? They include letters to the editor, interviews by
journalists, radio and TV commentaries and social media posts. Timeliness can be an issue. For
example, one can be easily caught off-guard by being asked by a journalist at a public event
what one thinks of something that B’nai B’rith is doing. It is one thing to try to describe what
B’nai B’rith is doing and emphasising that one is speaking privately; the problem arises if one
sounds like one is giving an official response. This can be due either to the role that the
individual plays in B’nai B’rith or the content of what they say. One has to be careful and be
mindful of the ‘media policy’ which emphasises the need to have a consistent and positive
message to the public which should be ‘signed off’ whenever possible.
The media policy is only one of several policies and papers that we are currently developing.
Other statements will include event and privacy policies. These are based on discussions at the
Executive and the Victorian B’nai B’rith Council. If you wish to understand the media policy in
more detail or provide feedback, please ask our administrative assistant for a copy of the paper
at admin@bbvic.org.au. I shall continue to write about our evolving series of policies as they are
developed and approved by our governing bodies.
Peter Schattner, President
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Message from the BBANZ President
It is less than four months until our Triennial Convention which will again be held in
Melbourne, and there are a number of people working very hard to ensure that this
Convention will have purpose. The theme will be about making B’nai B’rith bigger and
stronger as we head into the future.
If you are not directly involved in organising for the Convention and have views on what can
make B’nai B’rith bigger and stronger, please share those views at this Convention.

B’nai B’rith International is supplying me with a weekly list of upcoming programs and says it is the home for
interviews and podcasts. It has “meaningful discussions on today's most pressing and interesting issues”. If
anyone is interested in obtaining copies of these interviews and podcasts, please let me know and I will
endeavour to send them to you.
Another function that our District carries out is to attend (over Zoom) bi-monthly meetings of the Executive
Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ). ECAJ is the peak representative body of the Australian Jewish
Community.
In an article that ECAJ recently published, it reported the growing trend of hate incidents in Australia over the
past seven years in relation to Jewish people. For instance, in 2015 there were 190 documented anti-Jewish
hate incidents in Australia, whereas in 2021 there were 447 documented such incidents. It is a disturbing
growth, although it didn’t relate to Jewish people, when a deranged young man in Buffalo New York State just
walked into a grocery store and shot dead ten people because of the colour of their skin. Anti-Jewish incidents
in Australia have been collected and documented by the ECAJ since 1990 and the documentation was
spurred on by a spate of arson attacks in Sydney in 1990 and 1991. I was heavily involved with two of those
synagogues, Bankstown and Illawarra, during those times, including holding the position of President of each
of those synagogues and I know what damage was caused. In the last seven years, hate incidents against
Jews have been far greater than hate incidents against Muslims and Asians. If you see something bad
happening, please report it.
On a lighter note, it is wonderful to see so many great activities happening in B’nai B’rith in both Melbourne
and Sydney and, I hope, in Auckland. Finally, we are getting back to where we were at the end of 2019.
Best wishes,
David Samuels
President B’nai B’rith Australia/New Zealand

The popular "Armchair Society with
Ron James" in session.

Two remaining sessions in this series.
To book, see page 13 for details.
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RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
Co-Presidents: Simone Markus / Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Adrienne Perch
Preview: Jacqui Dinor-Corry

Executive members: Please take note of revised Executive Meeting dates

What's happening in June:
Wednesday 1

2:00pm - Executive Meeting at the home of Wendy Waller (not Zoom).

Tuesday 7

2:30pm - Regular Meeting with guest speaker Raizel Fogel - owner of ESHEL
CATERING, doula for 20 years, mother of 6, grandmother of 46, great-grandmother
of 8, on the topic “My Life - My Passion. You Ask Me the Questions”. Q&A at B'nai
B'rith premises, Beth Weizmann.

Wednesday 22

2:00pm - Visit and meet at the Jewish Museum, Alma Road to see “Helmut Newton in
Focus” - a wonderful photographic exhibition. Cost $20 pp or $15 pp concession
(not seniors card). Register after June 1st with Leah Black.

Wednesday 29

2:00pm - Executive Meeting at the home of Jacqui Dinor-Corry.

Coming up in July:
Tuesday 5

2:30pm - Regular Meeting with a twist – Quiz, Games and Prizes (catered). Come test
yourself and enjoy a shmooze and afternoon tea at B'nai B'rith. Registration required please contact Jacqui.

Wednesday 27

2:00pm - Executive Meeting at the home of Simone Markus.

Coming up in August:
Tuesday 2

2:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann with guest speaker Dr Simon Holloway,
Director of Education, Melbourne Holocaust Museum, commemorating the 110th
anniversary of the birth of Raoul Wallenberg.

Tuesday 30 to
Thursday 1
September

Finally… our bus tour to SALE - 3 full days with tours. See insert in Preview. Tour
departs 9am to Yarragon, heritage boat cruise in Sale, Gippsland Art Gallery, lunch at
Vines on Avon Vineyard, Gippsland Vehicle Collection Motor Museum, John Brady’s
Chainsaw Sculptures, home via goldrush town Walhalla, train trip, Garfield, home
5pm Thursday. $712 pp twin share, plus $205 additional for single supplement
(includes all meals except lunch). Registration essential with Irene Bud.

Happy Birthday greetings to Emeritus Prof Andrew Markus AO (5th), Adrienne Perch (6th),
Hannah Risman (13th), Keith Steinhardt (18th 100 !!! pft pft), Rebecca Pillai (27th),
Dr Robert Goldman (30th).
Donations: Dr Peter Schiff OAM and Judi Schiff.

JUNE 2022 • PREVIEW

4

GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir & Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Tom & Karin Zafir

Every Sunday

11:00am - Sunday morning "get-together"
Note: face to face on June 19th. See below for details.

Every Thursday 11:00am - Exercise Classes - Exercises adapted for all levels of fitness.

What's on in June:
Sunday 19

11:00am - Members coffee and chat get together at the Umbrella Lounge, 338-340 Glenhuntly
Road Elsternwick. Lunch can be ordered afterwards.
RSVP Eleanor Aghion by 15 June.

Coming up in July:
Sunday 3

6:00pm - AGM, Installation and Initiation at the Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls Club, Tyrone
Street, Ormond. $30 includes 2 course meal. Hilarious entertainment to follow - “The Partners
Game”. Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/BZPEM. Refer to page 15.

Saturday 23 7:30pm - Annual Debate with Toastmasters Initiation at the Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls Club,
Tyrone Street, Ormond. Topic: “Life was better in the Olden Days”.
Further details to be provided.

Coming up in August:
Saturday 27

Trivia Function in support of The Tachlit-Meir Center for Youth at High Risk in Sderot, Israel
and The Israeli Guide Dog Institute in Bet Oved.
Further details to be provided.

The following members celebrate their birthdays in June:
Frank Newman (4th), Brian Schauer (5th), Lillian Oblat (8th), Sandy Kaplan (26th), Allan Bernhardt (27th)
Belated Refuah Shlema to Hilary Gocs
Condolences to the family of Angela Cranenburgh who passed away in May.

JUNE 2022 • PREVIEW

5

UNIT AKIBA
President: Helen Fisher
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Henry Gladwin

What's on in June:
Wednesday 15 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.
Sunday 19

7:30pm - Regular meeting and AGM, followed at 8:00pm by a Jewish Cultural
Enrichment Program (JCEP) presentation, with internationally acclaimed Australian
author Elliot Perlman.
See page 12 for further details.
Venue: a private home in Malvern. Includes a light supper.
Bookings essential (no fee) at https://www.trybooking.com/BZDDS
Enquiries: Mark Rubinstein

Coming up in July:
Wednesday 13

7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.

Thursday 21

8:00 - 9:30pm - The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club will meet via Zoom and review the
book “When Christians were Jews: The First Generation” by Paula Fredriksen.
Presenter: Ruth Arber. Refer to page 9.
Enquiries: Peter Schattner on non-fiction@bbvic.org.au.

Sunday 24

Time TBA - Installation of Unit Akiba’s Executive Committee for 2022/2023, with
guest speaker Rabbi Mendy Ajzenszmidt from the South Caulfield Synagogue.
Venue: Caulfield Park Pavilion. Includes a catered kosher dinner. Further details to follow.

The following members celebrate their birthdays in June:
Benny Monheit (5th), Tanya Tescher (13th), Mary Klein (18th) and Denise Le Bransky (25th).
We wish a hearty Mazel Tov to John and Tanya Tescher on the birth of their third grandchild, Charlotte, first
daughter for Lisa and James Brichko.
We wish a Refuah Shleima to Henry Winfield and Barry Lewis, and to any other members of Unit Akiba who
may be unwell at the present time. We hope to see you joining us again very soon!
A hearty welcome to new member Robina Whittaker! We hope you enjoy what we have to offer.
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HATIKVAH UNIT

President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

What's on in June:
Sunday 26

8:00pm - Regular meeting at the Leo Baeck Centre, Harp Road, East Kew.
"True Happiness, the Jewish Way". Guest speaker Marcel Saxone, pastoral care
practitioner and former pharmacist, who has been exploring true happiness versus
pleasantries for some years.

Hatikvah Fundraiser
Bingo Afternoon on Sunday 14 August, from 2:30pm at the Leo Baeck Centre.
Refer to page 9 for more details.
Calico Dolls
Click and collect from Gerry Hamer. Please give Gerry a call if you would like to pick up a bag of dolls to
finish at home.
The following members celebrate their birthdays in June:
Iain Messer (2nd), Alan Harvey (8th), Eva Sommers (11th), Sol Benporath (13th)
Our best wishes for a healthy month filled with good times and much laughter.

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

What's on in June:
Wednesday 8

Morning - Rodney will lead this beachside walk from Gardenvale to Port Melbourne.

Sunday 19

Morning - SOMW in Plenty Gorge (near Bundoora), led by Edna.

Sunday 26

Morning - Walk leaders' meeting.
Please contact Vardit for more information.

What's happening in July:
Sunday 3

Morning - There will be a SOHW walk. Details to be confirmed.
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MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
President: Janet Machliss Kohn
Vice President: Dorothy New
Preview: John Kohn

What's happening in June:
Wednesday 1

7:30pm - Executive Meeting (Zoom)

Monday 6

7:30pm - Programming Meeting (Zoom)

Wednesday 8

7:30pm - Regular Meeting
Beth Weizmann
Guest Speaker Peter Marcuse speaking about his father Ernest Marcuse's paintings:
"Then and Now".

Blessed Thorn Performance
On Sunday May 22, a large crowd of over 160 people enjoyed the production of ''Blessed Thorn": The excommunication
of Baruch Spinoza in the Elwood Phoenix Theatre.
The performance was comprised of a play reading by 4 actors representing Spinoza's immediate family and a Rabbi at
the time the edict was given to excommunicate Spinoza by the Jewish Community.
The director of the play reading was George Werther who has had more than 30 years experience in community
theatre.
The audience also watched two videos prepared by the author Ron Rosenfeld. Extensive research had gone into the
production of these videos highlighting historical events and implications affecting the Jewish people in the 17th Century
in Europe.
On leaving the performance, the audience was full of praise for the production, the organization and for the amount of
information that they gained about the great philosopher Baruch Spinoza.
Prior to the show the audience heard about the aims of "Making a Difference" and over $3800 was raised for the charity!

A hearty Mazel Tov to members who are celebrating their birthdays in June:
David Boymal, Kathy Franks, Margaret Fischer, Sandra Gordon, Fairlie Nassau, Sonia Palmer, Jeffrey Shapiro,
Brian Schauer, Vivian Weldon
Devorah Zmood requests that members send her details about their birthdays (devorahz@zmood.net)
Member Welfare:
We wish Margaret Fischer well in rehab.
We note the sad passing of Howard Freeman.
Donations to Making A Difference
To make a donation, please credit our "Making A Difference" account
BSB 013017
Account Number 900128923
Reference box - Your name
Please email Devorah Zmood: devorahz@zmood.net with your details.
*If you know someone who has a special birthday, is unwell or has a welfare update, please let us know.

Inverloch Walking Group
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B'NAI B'RITH
RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
MAKE THE PILGRIMAGE TO SALE
For 3 unforgettable days, we stop off at various
attractions with experienced guides through
East Gippsland and experience its fascinating
history.
COST: $712 per person twin share (includes all
meals except lunch)
+ $205 additional fee for single
REGISTER: Irene Bud 0421 047 009
sbud@bigpond.net.au

TUESDAY 30 AUGUST THURSDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2022
CONTACT US: (03) 9523 0888 / www.bnaibrith.org.au
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Courage to Care
INCREASED FUNDING SUPPORT!!!
We have some wonderful news.
In the 30th year since the first Courage to Care Exhibition was launched at the Jewish Museum
of Australia, the past and continuing efforts of all our volunteers and staff have been recognised
and rewarded with the announcement by the Premier of continuing and boosted funding by the Victorian Government of
two million dollars over the next four years!
This is to be directed towards the goal of delivering our Program to Year 9 students throughout the state, continued
commitment to regional Victoria, as well as continued support of our existing Programs.
It is an acknowledgement of the importance of the work we are doing and recognition that we have a lasting impact on
the students and staff with whom we engage.
However, it is obvious to all of us that the message we deliver is needed now more than ever. With this generous
endorsement, we suggest that our work has just begun!
Thanks to each and every one of our team for your individual contribution – a real demonstration that “each person can
make a difference” and that “ordinary people can achieve extraordinary results.”
We do still need your support.
Tony Weldon OAM, FRACP - Chairman
MEDIA RELEASE
Courage to Care announces a significant funding boost on its 30th Anniversary - providing students access to AntiDiscrimination education across Victoria.
For 30 years, Courage to Care has been educating and empowering students across Victoria to stand up against racism
and discrimination by being ‘Upstanders’. This generational impact has been wholly delivered free of charge to Victorian
schools by a team of skilled and dedicated volunteers including inspiring first-person testimonies from Holocaust Survivor
Speakers who were saved by Upstander action. However, as CEO Mike Zervos commented, ‘Our work is far from done’.
The Victorian Government today announced a grant of an additional two million dollars which will enable Courage to
Care to expand its Upstander Program to support a mix of school visits, a year 9 outreach program in rural and regional
schools, and virtual visits. Premier Daniel Andrews stated yesterday, “It’s critical that we teach every generation about
the horrors of the Holocaust to fight intolerance and prejudice in our own communities – because there is absolutely no
room for antisemitism in Victoria.” State Education Minister and Deputy Premier James Merlino added, “Courage to
Care’s Holocaust education program is a powerful and compelling experience for students and school communities – and
we’re proud to expand it to make sure every Victorian student can participate.”
Mr Zervos said Courage to Care is fighting against racism and intolerance by working at a grassroots level with school
students across Victoria to create a generation of Upstanders rather than bystanders. ‘We are enabling students to stand
up against racism and broader societal issues such as homophobia, ableism, sexism and bullying generally,’ he said.
‘This commitment from the Victorian Government represents a significant moment of growth for Courage to Care and will
truly allow us to achieve our mission - to create a generation of Upstanders - one school at a time.’ ‘The Scanlon
Foundation Research Institute - which monitors changes in social attitudes in Australia - reported that in 2020, 40 per
cent of respondents thought racism in Australia was either a very big or fairly big problem. By the end of 2021, that
number swelled to 60 per cent,’ he said. ‘Worryingly, these figures aren’t just thoughts - they are real.’ Similar numbers
were reported in the Asian community, with the Asian Australian Alliance reporting that they have received more than
500 reports of racist incidents against Asian Australians in the past year. The Community Security Groups across
Australia reported 490 antisemitic incidents in Australia during 2021, a 38 per cent increase over 2020 and the highest on
record. Gandel Foundation’s first national survey of Holocaust knowledge reported almost a quarter (24%) of adult
Australians have little to no knowledge of the Holocaust. And that number rises to a staggering 30% among millennials.
Despite these alarming insights, most Australians (88%) agree: we can learn lessons for today from what happened in
the Holocaust. Susan Hearst’s mother is a Holocaust Survivor, who survived only because a stranger was brave enough
to be an Upstander, in the most extreme of circumstances. Ms Hearst volunteers with Courage to Care, sharing her
mother’s story to students across Victoria, with an inspiring message, that we can all be Upstanders against racism,
discrimination and prejudice in our schools and communities. Ms Hearst said ‘My mother said her survival was a miracle.
Through telling her story, I have the unique privilege of honouring my family, and the Upstanders whose bravery saved
thousands of lives, including mine. By having open discussions with students, we empower them to become Upstanders,
wherever they encounter prejudice and discrimination. We are creating a generation of Upstanders, so that our
grandchildren will live in a better world.’
Courage to Care welcomes all members of the community to a series of free public events to celebrate its 30th
anniversary, at the ARK Centre in Hawthorn East between Tuesday 24 May and Thursday 2 June 2022.
Mike Zervos, CEO

11

JUNE 2022 • PREVIEW

Out & About

Yom Haatzmaut at Caulfield Racecourse
5 May

Israel Commission Hadassah Event
15 May

Speakers Forum: BDS
8 May

Courage to Care Afternoon Tea
25 May
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2022 BBVic Calendar Link:
Click HERE to see the BBVic calendar which includes all BBVic and Unit
Events and Jewish Holidays
Keep this link safe as this is where all events, activities or other BBVic related information will be placed.
We recommend either placing this link on a sticky note on your desktop or making it a favourite in your
web browser by clicking this on your web browser:

You won't be able to edit the calendar, but you will be able to view it. It will update automatically if events
change or are added throughout the year.

Compiled and edited by B'nai B'rith Victoria Inc.
Proofread by Henry and Annette Gladwin
Official Publication of B’nai B’rith Victoria Inc. Tel: 9523 0888 Email: admin@bbvic.org.au Website: www.bbvic.org.au
Vol. 61 No. 5 June 2022. Price 40 cents. Approved by Australia Post P/P No. 100000993
Members and friends of B'nai B'rith Victoria acknowledge the Boonerwrung group of the Kulin Nation
who are the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet.

