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B'NAI B'RITH PREVIEW

Message from the President: The Philosophers amongst us

The B'nai B'rith Bernard Lustig Scholarship is awarded each year for outstanding university students to help
them pursue their postgraduate studies. One of last year's winners was Yonatan Genende who is now
studying at Oxford University. He wrote to Paul Gardner (who chairs the committee) to express his thanks
and stated: “I’m particularly grateful to you for your ongoing support at a time like this—a period of great
uncertainty for everyone, but also the humanities itself, when funding is increasingly hard to secure. Times
like this highlight the value of the humanities: when people have time to reflect on what matters, and where
our basic assumptions relating to work, the economy, politics and social life demand a rethink. Philosophy
deals with these issues with a rigor and breadth that is vital, and has much to contribute. I hope to be able to
use this knowledge … in my own way… to contribute to some of the challenges we will face”. Wise words
from our young philosophy student. We saw an excellent example of philosophy in action at our Speakers
Forum last month when the internationally famous Professor Peter Singer AC addressed us on the ethics of
effective altruism. He spoke on donations being spent wisely where they can have the greatest impact –
which happens to be in projects to help poor people like those in Sub-Sahara Africa. In response to a
question from Chair Peter Schattner on whether we should also give to the poor in Israel, Singer responded
that as a philosopher we felt that Israel was rich enough to support its own relatively poor people and money
is better spent on helping the desperately poor by preventing deadly diseases like malaria which is cheap
and effective to do. I know this comment caused a lot of discussion after the meeting, but it made us all think
about how we make decisions on difficult issues and to which values we give priority. As part of our
organisation’s planning process for the future, we researched what B’nai B’rith is doing in other countries.
We found out that the priorities of BB around the world are quite variable as shown in the summary below:
BB USA – Fighting anti-semitism and “defending Israel on the world stage”. Also focus on providing housing
for the elderly.
BB France – Fighting widespread anti-semitism in Europe and the anti-Israel lobby. Involved in Jewish
Culture and Heritage education for the general public.
BB Israel - Approximately 70 lodges, organized into regional councils. Each lodge plans its own activities,
some of which include: helping schools, kindergartens, hospitals' clubs for the blind, and recent immigrants;
delivering food and clothes to needy people.
BB UK – Supports charities in the UK, Israel and Ukraine. Promotes Heritage and Culture activities.
We had a 90 minute Zoom session with the BB UK leaders earlier this month (led by their President Alan
Miller) where we found out that, like us, they are also battling with declining membership numbers and
needing to adapt to changing times. We learnt about their education programs and explored ‘what works’ in
our two jurisdictions. Both groups felt at the end of the Zoom meeting "that we now know that we are not
alone!” In the short term, the prime role for us all is to get through this COVID pandemic period by staying
safe and supporting each other. We want each member to know that they are an important part of our BB
family and of our Jewish community. This sense of belonging is important for our own physical and mental
health. By next year, we hope to be able to start expanding our programs, especially those aimed at active
people in their 50s and over, who want to contribute to their community. We plan to get greater professional
input into running BBVic and focus on our community services as well as meeting the growing interest for
education of Jewish culture and heritage within the Jewish community in Melbourne.
This past month, we have had a sad time of losing three of our stalwart members who have each made
enormous contributions to B'nai B'rith over many decades. We mourn Past Presidents Eva Rathner OAM,
Ben Alexander OAM and Sol Bud. May their memories be a blessing.

Dr Benny Monheit
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Message from the BBANZ President
Dear Members and Friends,
So I blinked my eyes and my next report was due. It has been a busy month with an
Executive Council of Australia Meeting (ECAJ), our Board of Governors Meeting (BOG)
numerous Zoom Speakers and events and a special meeting between BBUK and
BBANZ about where we go from here. ECAJ remains concerned about the rise of antisemitism not only here but around the world. Only today, at the time of writing this
report, our International President, Chuck Kaufman, sent an email asking us all to take
the following pledge “This is no time to be indifferent. Remind yourself I will not remain
silent in the face of today's hate”.

It was also revealed at the meeting that the Israeli Ambassador to Australia will be retiring shortly and a
farewell via Zoom was being planned. Since that time, several of us on behalf of all Australian BB members,
have been invited to attend. Also over the past month, we have had two interesting meetings with speakers
which were well attended by many members of BBANZ. The last speaker was a prominent member of BBUK
who spoke on Churchill and the Jews. Don’t hesitate to let us know if you would like us to continue with these
speakers on weekdays. Perhaps the most important meeting we had over this last month was arranged
between Benny Monheit, President of BB Victoria and Alan Miller, President of BBUK. It is no secret that the
membership in both Australia and the UK has greatly declined over the last 20 years. A Zoom meeting was
held to discuss each others' future plans, especially regarding Jewish Culture and Heritage Projects. This
meeting was well attended on both sides of the world with a lot of fruitful discussions. I am sure Benny will
have a lot more to say on this meeting. So that will do until I next blink my eyes. My thoughts go out to all of
you in Melbourne under lock-down and let us all hope and pray things get back to normal sooner rather than
later.
David Samuels

david.samuels@bbnsw.org.au

MAJOR BBVic EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY:
Sunday 23rd August: Akiba presentation being co-hosted by BBVic and Unit Akiba Melbourne Pathways
(see flyer for more information)
Tuesday 1st September - RWU Installation
Sunday 6th September - 11:00am BBVic Memorial Service (See flyer for more information)
Sunday 13th September - MML Installation

Help us help others!
Please collect any unwanted stamps, spectacles (for Israel), hearing aids and hotel give-aways as
well as batteries, compact fluorescent light globes and mobile phones.
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RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
Co-President: Simone Markus
Co-President: Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Minnie Kahan
Preview: Josh Kahan

rwu@bbvic.net

What's on in August:
Tuesday 4

7:30pm - Israel and the Jewish World. Dr Paul Gardner AM will announce the winner of the
Bernard Lustig Scholarship Award. Speaker: Dr Bren Carlill, Public Affairs Director of the
Zionist Federation of Australia. Topic: “The State and Fate of the Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Process.”

Tuesday 11

7:30pm - Executive meeting on Zoom

What's happening in September:
Tuesday 1

7:30pm - AGM, Installation of the Executive Committee and Regular Meeting. Dr Paul
Gardner to install the Executive and he will be the Guest Speaker. Topic: “The Need for a
Plandemic”.

Sunday 6

11:00am BBVic Memorial Service (See flyer for more information)

Wednesday 9 7:30pm - Executive meeting

Thinking of you: We wish a speedy recovery to all those who have been ill. If you are unwell or
know of a fellow Unit Raoul Wallenberg member who is not well and would like a friendly phone
call or a visit, please call Ruth Figdor.

We apologise to Emmil Browne for the error in the last Preview stating that he had resigned, which was incorrect.

HAVE YOU LIKED OUR FACEBOOK PAGE? STAY UP TO DATE WITH ALL THINGS BBVic!

BnaiBrithVic

bbvic.org

council@bbvic.org

03 9523 0888
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GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-President: Karin Zafir
Co-President: Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Tom & Karin Zafir

gesher@bbvic.net

The Presidents (Leon Nissen and Karin Zafir) wish all our members and their families good health during the
Covid-19 crisis. If you need any support (or just want to chat) please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Also, Jack
Aghion is coordinating any assistance members might require:

Until COVID-19 restrictions are lifted:
Every Sunday 11:00am “Get-Together” – interesting and entertaining discussion via Zoom on a variety
of topics, weekly quiz. Contact Karin if you’d like to join in and need help with Zoom:
You will need to have Zoom installed on your device but there is no need to set up an
account. Here is the link for the meeting. It will take you directly to Zoom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85211082214
Alternatively, you can open Zoom and enter the following
Every Friday

11:00am Keep fit during lockdown - Exercise classes - Exercise adapted for all levels of
fitness brought to you by our very own Gesher-Rabin Unit's Co-President Leon Nissen.
To join the class, click on the following link or enter the meeting ID into Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84199794428
For assistance, contact Karin Zafir (details above)
!! Note new time, link, and meeting ID

What's on in August:
Thursday 13 and every 2nd Thursday of each month @2:00pm:
German Speakers Group - Are you a native German speaker or grew up in a home where German was
spoken but now rarely have an opportunity to speak the language?
Karin Zafir is looking for people interested in joining our group, initially via Zoom, to meet for a friendly group
chat. All degrees of proficiency welcome! Our first meeting was very interesting and lots of fun.
Contact Karin (details as above).
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83176465022
Saturday 29

7:30pm - Annual Comedy Debate against Maccabi Toastmasters – via ZOOM.
Topic: Life is Better in Lockdown. MC – Maurice Klein, J-Air presenter
Enquiries Sue

Coming up in September:
Sunday 6

11:00am BBVIC Annual Memorial Service – Via Zoom (See flyer)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87863638923?pwd=U1VUQ2Eza3h4Z1F1eXQ4UFpCN2ZXUT09
Or open Zoom and use the Meeting ID

Postponed until further notice due to Covid-19
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle – Warrigal Road, Moorabbin.
Enquiries: Evelyn
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UNIT AKIBA

Co-President: Helen Fisher
Co-President: Peter Schattner
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Henry Gladwin

akiba@bbvic.net

Unit Akiba is currently holding all of its meetings on Zoom. If any B’nai B’rith member (other than
Akiba members) would like to join any of our Zoom social functions below, please email Henry
Gladwin for the link to the meeting.

What's on in August:
Wednesday 12 7:30pm – Combined Executive Committee meeting for members of both the OLD and
NEW Exec Committees.
Sunday 16
2:00pm – Activities planning meeting.
Sunday 23

7:30pm – All Units and members of B’nai B’rith Victoria are welcome to participate in a
presentation being co-hosted by BBVic and Unit Akiba. Leah Boulton (co-founder and
President of Pathways Melbourne) and Hadassa (Dassi) Herszberg will address us on the
topic “Help in Exploring Life’s many Choices”.
Pathways is an organisation that supports both women and men who are transitioning out of
Orthodox and ultra-Orthodox Jewish communities. Leah says that there is an increasing
number of people seeking information and resources to leave their restrictive communities,
but stresses that no part of Pathways is pulling people away from religiosity. It’s just to help
them lead self-determined lives, to have choices how best to achieve that, and to show them
that the journey doesn’t have to be lonely. Contact person: Peter Schattner.

Coming up in September:
Wednesday 2 7:30pm – Executive Comittee meeting.

Sunday 6

11:00am BBVic Memorial Service (See flyer for more information)

Sunday 6

7:30pm – A screening of a small number of carefully selected TED talks, followed by a group
discussion of key questions related to each of the talks, under our so-called banner of WADI
(Watch and Discuss Ideas). Further details to follow. Contact person: Mark Rubinstein

Thursday 10

8:00 - 9:30pm – The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club. The meeting will review the book
“Mossad: The Greatest Missions of the Israeli Secret Service” by Michael Bar-Zohar and
Nissim Mishal. Presenter: Miriam Feldheim. Contact person and enquiries re participation:
Peter Schattner

We wish a Refuah Shleymah to any other members of Unit Akiba who may be unwell at present. We hope to
see you joining us online again very soon!
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HATIKVAH UNIT

President: Paula Messer
Acting Vice-President: Claude Fromm
Treasurer: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

hatikvah@bbvic.net

Hatikvah wishes all B’nai B'rith members good health in these difficult times. Please take the time to
keep in touch with each other.

What's on in August:
Sunday 30

8:00pm - Zoom meeting - Speakers from the Royal Children’s Hospital talking about
how the Hospital uses the dolls we make. Please contact Michael Taft

Coming up in September:
Sunday 6

11:00am BBVic Memorial Service (See flyer for more information)

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary & Mail Out: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

9527 6002
0417 329 986

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Ramblers in June, July, August and beyond: In June, while COVID restrictions eased, Ramblers held a
Medium, Midweek and Hard Walk. Some photos from our hard walk in Werribee Gorge can be seen below.
We held a leaders meeting in July and have a schedule of walks ready for the next 6 months, once we are
allowed to travel for exercise and walk in groups of 10 or more. So if restrictions are sufficiently lifted on
August 19 (anticipated end of 6 week lockdown), there will be a Sunday 23 August SOHW led by Malcolm
and Eitan, which may be a snow walk on Mt Ritchie or a 20 km walk in Lysterfield park including a major hill.
Until we can walk together again, keep exercising as allowed!
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MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
President: Garry Fabian
Preview: Russell Stern

mitzvah@bbvic.net

We deeply mourn the passing of our Sister Past President Eva Rathner OAM
May Her Memory Be A Blessing
Just as restrictions on movement and assembly started to ease, the second and more severe wave of the
Corona virus arrived bringing the indication that we may have to conduct our meetings and activities on
Zoom, possibly until the end of the year. While we are getting accustomed to living in the world of electronic
isolation, it does continue to be with restriction and the unavailability of personal interaction. At our July
monthly meeting which was “attended” by a good cross section of members and some visitors, we had the
privilege of having Anna Epstein as a speaker on a topic that created considerable interest, despite some
technical challenges. Now, we are looking forward to successfully continuing this meeting format, until we
can return to normal face-to-face meetings. Sadly, we have been faced with the loss of a long-standing
member with the death of Eva Rathner recently. Eva had been an integral part of our B’nai B’rith family for
nearly five decades from the days when Kurt was a BBY youth adviser and Eva became a “stand by mother”
to a multitude of BBY members, with her contribution to several Lodges and Chapters over the years, her
untiring work with Courage to Care and many other activities in B’nai B’rith and the wider Jewish
Community. She will be missed - may her memory be a blessing. While the range of our activities will run on
a restricted level, many are still functioning, and planning is still happening for events including our AGM in
August and Installation of the new Executive and Committee in September. It is important to keep in contact
with each other and to remain positive in our outlook for the future. Hopefully, the New Year, Rosh Hashana
5781, will be the gateway to a more positive outlook in our daily lives and activities. It has been suggested
that B’nai B’rith should provide face masks for our members if they cannot get out to buy them themselves.
It is noted that the surgical masks would be useful if our members need to go shopping or use public
transport in this COVID-19 climate. We are of the opinion that this proposal is helpful and opportune. As to
the distribution of the face masks to our members, I suggest that we can look to our children and the next
generation to help in this mitzvah.

What's on in August:

Wednesday 5 7:30pm - Committee and Executive Zoom meeting
Wednesday 12 7:30pm - AGM / General meeting via Zoom. This will include: A memorial Service for P/P
Eva Rathner OAM - A remembrance of Eva by her daughter Adina. Then Giora Hoffman will
discuss the subject “BENDING THE RULER IN CONSTRUCTION”. To Join the
Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84918665268

Coming up in September:
Sunday 6

11:00am - BBVic Memorial Service (See flyer for more details)

Sunday 13

Installation

‘MAKING A DIFFERENCE’ – Funds raised support Jewish VCE students (from low income families) at
independent Jewish & State schools. Donations have been received from: Janice Huppert in honour of Diane
Orner; and from Shirley & Gary Cohen.
If you would like to make a donation, please credit our “Making a Difference” account: BSB: 013 017; Account:
9001 28923; Ref: Your Name.
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Sad News: It was with profound sadness that we learnt of the passing of Eva Rathner. Eva brought so much
to B’nai B’rith Courage to Care (Vic) that it is hard to summarise. Her enthusiasm and positivity, and her
palpable kindness, touched all who came to know her. She contributed as a custodian speaker, as a
member of the management committee, as a facilitator who so easily connected with students, as school
caller, as caterer and packer and suggester of ideas. As one of the longest long-running volunteers in many
roles, she gave her heart and soul to Courage to Care as she did to everything. Our deepest condolences to
her family – her memory truly will be a blessing.
Brighton Secondary College: You may have seen the recently reported Antisemitic incidents at Brighton
Secondary College. It angers us all to see yet another example of such outrageous behaviour. Although
there can be a temptation to directly contact and criticise the school, our overwhelming experience is to be
seen as part of the educational solution to this and other school communities. This is In line with how we
responded to the schools in 2019 and we have been in touch with the Department of Education and offered
our upstander program (however possible) and suggested we be part of their recommended actions and
response at Brighton Secondary College. This sort of incident reinforces the need for our programs in
Victorian schools.
What’s happening at Courage to Care?
With the renewed Covid-19 restrictions, and the postponement of our face to face program delivery again,
it’s natural to be wondering what there is to do for our volunteer team. Remote Learning - A team of experts
in various fields is working on developing ideas for how we may adapt our upstander programs for remote
delivery using platforms similar to Zoom (with which we’ve all become familiar!), using techniques proven in
school environments. The aim is to maintain our high standards while avoiding onerous technology that gets
in the way of team members actually doing what they do best – delivering the programs. Introducing new
volunteer and providing training - This is the perfect time to pick up new skills, brush up on old ones, and
deepen your understanding in pertinent areas of knowledge. Zoi has done an enormous amount of work
reconfiguring and revising training modules so they can be delivered remotely via Zoom. We’re also
designing further professional skills development modules for extended learning that will be rolled out as
they are completed.
We encourage you to take the plunge. Please get in touch if you’re interested in any of the training
modules below, or if you want to discuss options:
WHERE TO START - tell your friends we're recruiting!
Introduction to Courage to Care - Thu 6 Aug at 11am / Thu 8 Sep at 10am
For anyone interested in finding out more about volunteering with us.
Zoom Virtual Events. Introduced in May, our Virtual Events have attracted large attendances for compelling
and informative presentations by Courage to Care Ambassador Alpha Cheng (Covid-19 and anti-Asian
racism); Yad Vashem scholar Penny Jones (teaching history and Holocaust in a mono cultural community);
and 2016 Local Hero Daniel Cowan (on the life journey that resulted in his Local Hero award). These events
are fabulous informal learning opportunities in a relaxed social environment.
Make sure you keep an eye out for future events!
Find our more. Contact us on 9533 0955 or www.couragetocare.org.au
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Showcase: fostering Jewish musical talent

The Showcase Committee remembers with pride the loss of our dear friend P/P Eva Rathner OAM,
a long-serving and vital member of the committee. She is remembered for her important work for a
number of years taking a liaison role between Showcase and the Jewish schools and shules.
In 2019, Eva initiated a new fundraising program for Showcase which has been acted upon this
year. Our current concert series was her inspiration. The Showcase channel: https://bbvic.net was
opened on June 26. All are invited to check it out.
The next musical afternoon fundraiser will be held in memory of Eva Rathner. It is on Sunday
August 2nd at 3 pm (See flyer). We thank BBVic for its support of this event.
For this event, Showcase has entered a media partnership with J-Air. This has offered us
opportunities to promote and broadcast the event and Maurice Klein from J-Air has offered to be the
MC on the day. The artists Warren Wills and Vered Harel need little introduction to the B’nai B’rith
community.
Their
achievements
can
be
read
on
the
Showcase
webpage
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/showcase
Tickets for the August concert are available at: https://www.trybooking.com/BJZCU. (See flyer)
The price is $18. After making your booking, you will receive user-friendly instructions as to how to
access the channel. There will be a link to click directly to the concert. Please tell your friends to
support Showcase fundraising.
Jacqui Dinor-Corry has taken over from Eva as the Publicity Co-ordinator for this concert. For
booking inquiries.
Our previous fundraising concert on 5 July was the first opportunity to use the channel and address
the technical details.
Showcase Admin Assistant Pablo Cravzov is to be congratulated on his performance. Showcase
Adjudicator Amy Howden is to be congratulated for taking the MC and interview role.
The concert was recorded and is available to all on a fee per view basis of $15.
Instructions are below:
Access the channel https://bbvic.net
1- Click on the video.
2- Create an account to log in.
3- Enter your credit card information.
4- Enjoy.
Howard Franks has taken on a liaison role with BBNSW to publicise and attract contestants to
Online Showcase 2020. His work has succeeded and Showcase received its first entry from
Sydney.
We are encouraged by 32 entries for the Online Showcase. The Showcase Committee decided to
extend the registration date to July 24 to cover school holidays and the return to Term 3. Entrants
have commenced uploading their videos to the channel for adjudication.
Please promote Showcase Concerts among any young talented Jewish musicians you know. We
are open for business and all information is available and kept up to date at our webpage:
bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/showcase.
Please send inquiries via our email address: showcase@bbvic.org.
Registrations are now closed
Judy Firestone
Chair of Showcase
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NEWLY ELECTED 2020-2021 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES
Gesher-Rabin Unit

Unit Akiba

Co-President

Karin Zafir

Co-Presidents

Helen Fisher & Peter Schattner

Co-President

Leon Nissen

Monitor

Rosa Schattner

Treasurer

Stephen Moskowitz

Membership

Brian Luber

Secretary/Minute taker

Sue Moskowitz

Treasurer

Esther Lewin

Activities

Jack Aghion

Activities Chair

Suzanne Goldin

Councillors:

Eleanor Aghion

Publicity

Henry Gladwin

Selwyn Lever

Secretary

Annette Gladwin

Irene Nissen

Warden

Fay Kayser

Sue Newman

Councillors with portfolio:

Lillian Oblat

Jock Orkin

Activities /
Community Services
Sub Committees

Tom Zafir

Welfare Officer

Fay Kayser, Denise Le
Bransky, Cheryl Gelfand &
Rita Phillips
Annette Gladwin

Jewish Cultural
Mark Rubinstein
Enrichment Program
Jewish Non-Fiction Peter Schattner
Book Club
Henry Winfield
Arts and Culture

WhatsApp Current Affairs with Ron James:
Keep up to date with the latest news and what is happening in Australia and the world today.
Has something got you fired up...? This group uses WhatsApp for communication. There is no set time,
members can log in when convenient to them. The group discusses political, social and other general
interest topics. Breaking news is posted as it happens. Members are also invited, if they wish to respond, or
post articles or other items of any interest at any time.
To join.....
Download WhatsApp on your mobile phone
Email Liz James (lizronjames@hotmail.com) your mobile number and you will
be enrolled in the class.
Ron James
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B'nai B'rith Jewish Youth Art Competition

HAVE YOU LIKED OUR FACEBOOK PAGE? STAY UP TO DATE WITH ALL THINGS BBVic!

BnaiBrithVic

bbvic.org

council@bbvic.org

03 9523 0888

Cut me out and put the calendar on your fridge
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