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B'NAI B'RITH PREVIEW

Message from the President: BBVic Membership
The American Jewish comedian Groucho Marx famously said: “I refuse to join any club that would have me
as a member”. We in B’nai B’rith of course don’t agree with Groucho’s viewpoint on this. We love new
members. Over the past month we have run three workshops for our BB members who are in leadership
positions in Victoria. These workshops were developed and led by our CEO Ellana Aarons, exploring what
membership means and the different ways members interact with their Unit, their projects, with our
professional staff, as well as with the various committees of management in our organisation. These
relationships can be more complex than first meets the eye, as the roles are often poorly defined in our
constitution.
Our strategic plan aims to deal with these issues, but here are some facts first: In Victoria we have just
under 400 paid up members, most of whom are now fully retired. Most members pay an annual fee of $130
which is carved up between the Unit they belong to, the BBVic office and the subscription fees to roof
bodies such as the District (now called BBANZ) and B’nai B’rith International. These fees help to pay staff,
rent and administration costs incurred by each part of the organisation. The Units and central office in
Victoria are responsible currently for running 14 different projects. Each project has its own committee, its
own chairperson, treasurer, and its own advertising strategy. Members love their own projects, but there are
obvious duplications and inefficiencies in such a fragmented arrangement. For B’nai B’rith to survive in
Victoria, we need to meet the needs of our loyal members, especially during the current pandemic when
social isolation is a big problem. However, we also need to have a bigger vision of helping the wider
community. This vision can attract a greater number of volunteers from the Jewish community to help us in
our work.
In our workshops, we have explored different ways of being members of B'nai B'rith, especially for younger
people whose Jewish identity and way of communication via social media is often different to our current
members. Some felt membership fees should be cheaper, or that we should have more Members at Large
who don’t belong to a Unit, or be open to interested non-Jewish people to participate (eg the Courage to
Care model). We have not made decisions yet on these contentious issues, but we will need to. One of the
workshops dealt with our Projects. It is likely that we will need to focus our resources on a smaller number of
projects in the future. There are benefits in grouping various smaller projects under different headings, such
as culture or learning or people helping people. Marketing and branding of what we do in B’nai B’rith can
then become much more focused and effective.
I want to give a big thank you to all those who gave their time and ideas to our workshop consultation
process. It was an important and worthwhile activity. B’nai B’rith leaders in other countries are dealing with
the same challenge of adapting an old organisation to a younger generation with different needs. Look at
Canada’s website www.bnaibrith.ca or the UK site www.bnaibrithuk.org for some fresh ideas. I am
encouraged by the Canadian writer Robin Sharma (who is best known for his book 'The Monk Who Sold His
Ferrari'). Sharma pointed out that “change is hard at first, messy in the middle and gorgeous in the end”. We
hope so.
President Dr Benny Monheit
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Message from the BBANZ President
While at the time of writing this report Melbourne is still in lockdown, hopefully you will soon
have some of your freedoms back again. I was pleased to read in the report by President
Benny Monheit to the B’nai B’rith Board of Governors that once Victoria opens up, hopefully
by December, there will be a tsunami of activities from every group under the sun. That
sounds very encouraging and let’s hope it comes to fruition. Of course, you have become
very proficient in running functions by Zoom.

In September, I was fortunate enough to attend via Zoom the B’nai B’rith Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge
installation of the 2021-2022 Executive. It was a well run function and congratulations to all involved. The final
of Showcase was certainly well organised and it was great to see that you have so many gifted young adults
in the community. The Memorial Service that is run in memory of departed members of B’nai B’rith Victoria
was beautifully presented with the lighting of candles and the moving eulogies. It was certainly a special and
respectful commemoration for which all involved should be especially proud.
We recently held our bi-monthly Board of Governors meeting between Victoria, NSW and New Zealand.
Amongst issues discussed was the improvement to B’nai B’rith’s website, and work is being carried out in this
regard. Also B’nai B’rith in Auckland will soon be celebrating its 60th Anniversary in early November. This will
be held virtually, via Zoom. The President of BB International, Charles Kaufman, and I have been invited to
speak on this special occasion and of course we have both accepted. I keep thinking how lucky Sue and I
were to attend in person your deferred 75th Anniversary celebration in Melbourne.
It was also decided at the last Board of Governors meeting that the next Triennial Conference will be held in
Melbourne on 10th to 13th September, 2022. Please keep these dates in your diary. Sue and I wish you all a
very happy Chanukah and an enjoyable and healthy holiday season.
David Samuels
President BBANZ

MAJOR BBVIC EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY:

October
Sunday 31st - Hatikvah Installation at 8:00pm
November:
Sunday 21st - Mitzvah Day & BBVic Menorah Awards at 7:30pm
December:
Sunday 5th - Jewish Community Stands with First Nations walk - see the GRU page for a few more details
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RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
Co-Presidents: Simone Markus / Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Adrienne Perch
Preview: Jacqui Dinor-Corry

What's happening in November:
Tuesday 2

1:00pm - Cup Day at Jacqui’s home - A Day at the Races, dress up in your finery –
$25pp includes catered luncheon and afternoon tea and lots to eat and drink and FUN and
horse - racing cup sweep. Either bow tie or hat preferable. Please book with Jacqui.
Should Covid not allow us to meet in a private home, suggestion is to picnic in Caulfield
Park - details by phoning Jacqui by Thursday October 28th.

Wednesday 10 7.30pm - Executive Meeting: Zoom link will be sent prior to date.

Coming up in December:
Wednesday 1

9:00am - Yippee - off for a Bus Tour- to Williamstown and environs. Bring your own
picnic or eat out. Should road map allow us to travel further, we will visit Mornington and
the Peninsula. Cost is $35.
Please register with P/P Irene Bud.

Tuesday 7

2:00pm - Post Chanukah Afternoon Tea Party at home of P/P Leah Black. $15pp.
To register call P/P Leah Black by November 25th. Weather permitting - Bikinis optional!

Wednesday 8

2:30pm - Executive Meeting: Zoom link will be sent

Please diarise for 2022:
January: Sunday 16

11am Raoul Wallenberg Commemoration Ceremony at St. Kilda Town Hall.

February: Tuesday 1 2.30pm Regular Meeting including Memorial Service for P/P Eva Urbach.
March:

Tue - Thu 22-24 Bus trip to Sale (as was originally planned but without the Archibald Exhibition).

PLEASE NOTE: Double Covid vaccination for all our face-to- face get-togethers.
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GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir & Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Tom & Karin Zafir
Every Sunday

11:00am - Sunday morning “get-together” –
Meeting link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85211082214 Zoom Meeting ID: 852 1108 2214

Every Thursday 11:00am - EXERCISE CLASSES - Exercises adapted for all levels of fitness. Link: Here
Meeting ID into Zoom: 898 7454 0497, Passcode 053214

What's on in November:
Sunday 7

A lovely walk along the Darebin Creek through bushland. It’s pretty much flat terrain, but the
total distance of 13km may be too much for people who haven’t walked much previously.
Contact Evelyn for details. Cost is $10, for insurance through Bushwalking Victoria. For BB
members, this includes membership of Ramblers to July 2022.

Tuesday 9

7:30pm - Members get together to meet BBVic CEO
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85211082214 Zoom Meeting ID: 852 1108 2217

Sunday 14

7:00pm for a 7:30pm start - Trivia Night (Fundraiser for Israel Commission Projects) Theodor
Herzl
Club
$25
BB
Members,
$35
non
members.
Trybooking
link:
https://www.trybooking.com/BSOSZ (New bookings only) PROOF OF FULL VACCINTION
REQUIRED. Note: very few places still available.

Sunday 21

10:00am - 2:00pm - Mitzvah Day collect-a-thon together with the Jewish Ecological Coalition
(JECO)/Jewish Climate Network (JCN) we’re holding our annual Reverse Garage Sale /
Collect-a-thon, collecting items that are on this list that people want to get rid of for
repurposing, reuse or recycling. The collection happens between 10am and 2pm, and we need
a few volunteers to help for an hour or two with collecting and sorting the items people bring. If
you’d like to help out on the day, please contact Evelyn.

Ellana

Aarons

7:30pm - B’nai B’rith Menorah Awards - This year the ceremony will again be broadcast via
Zoom. This should be a most interesting evening as we hear about this year’s most worthy five
recipients, to be followed by a keynote address by Andrew Strum QC who will be speaking
about B’nai B’rith in Egypt and surrounding countries.

Coming up in December:
Sunday 5

Walk in support of Indigenous Australians - Our BBVic First Nations Project is organising a
walk in support of Indigenous Australians on this day, which happens to be the 8th night of
Chanukah. Following the walk, which will have groups of people walking from four points of
Aboriginal significance, there will be a traditional smoking ceremony at 7.30 pm in Federation
Square. This will be followed by the lighting of the Ark Centre's 'Pillars of Light' 8 Chanukah
candles by Jewish and First Nations dignitaries. You will need to register with Trybooking for
the walk of your choice: https://www.trybooking.com/BUWDO
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UNIT AKIBA
President: Helen Fisher
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Henry Gladwin

Due to COVID restrictions, Akiba’s 40th birthday celebration has been POSTPONED
provisionally until Sunday 20 February, 2022.

What's on in November:
Tuesday 2

From 1:00pm - Melbourne Cup Day picnic in Allnutt Park, McKinnon. Meet near the
rotundas, or phone Henry if you can’t find us. We can form groups in line with
restrictions at the time. Bring along a rug or chairs and a picnic lunch, or buy some
takeaway in Centre Road. Then join in our cup sweep if you like, as we listen to the
race. If the weather looks doubtful, contact Suzanne for alternative arrangements.

Wednesday 10

7:30pm - Activities sub-committee meeting on Zoom.

Wednesday 17

7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.

Thursday 18

8:00pm - 9:30pm: The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club will meet via Zoom and review
the book “No Room for Small Dreams: Courage, Imagination and the Making of Modern
Israel” by Shimon Peres. Presenter: Abe Hechtman. Contact person and enquiries re
participation: Peter Schattner.

Sunday 21

Mitzvah Day - please see below and page 11 for more details.

Coming up in December:
Sunday 5

2:00pm - Activities planning meeting on Zoom and face-to-face, for Exec and other
interested members of Akiba.

Saturday 11

6:30pm/7:00pm: Movie night in Brighton, subject to restrictions at the time. Your choice
of any movie at the Palace Dendy Brighton or Palace Brighton Bay. Meet for supper
afterwards at about 8:30pm at the Dendy Deli in Church Street. Supper bookings with Fay
Kayser.

Friday 31

New Year’s Eve “Shabbes dinner in the park”, weather permitting. Bring rugs, folding
tables and chairs. Further details TBA.

MITZVAH DAY – as part of Unit Akiba’s involvement in Mitzvah Day on November 21st, we are collecting
items to be distributed to the needy in our wider community, through the work of the City of Glen Eira Council.
We are specifically collecting non-perishable food items with a use-by-date that is AFTER March 1st, 2022,
as well as toiletries and other useful household items. As a suggestion, many home-brand items of tinned
food can be bought at Coles or Woolworths for around $1.00 to $1.50 a can. We welcome all BB members’
contributions to this most worthwhile project. To arrange the drop-off of donated items, please contact our coordinator, Helen Fisher.
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HATIKVAH UNIT

President: Paula Messer
Vice-President: Claude Fromm
Preview: Judith Steinberg

Still to come in October:
Sunday 31

8:00pm - Hatikvah Installation of new Executive on Zoom. Please call Michael Taft for
meeting code. Guest speaker Dr. David Mushin.”Some thoughts about brotherly and sisterly
love”.

What's happening in November:
Cup Day walk and Lunch (Cancelled due to Covid restrictions)
Sunday 21

10:00am - Mitzvah Day Calico dolls on zoom plus collection of non-perishable food for
the Salvation Army. Deliver to Claude Fromm; Please give him a call and leave bags
outside front door.

Sunday 28

8:00pm - Regular meeting. Hopefully at Leo Baeck Centre. Harp Rd. East Kew. Ian and
Helen Messer talking about their recent experience in Aboriginal settlements and ti-tree
stint.

Marysville trip - March 20-22 2022: If you would like to join us, you can still register and pay your
deposit up until 9/2/22. Contact Paula Messer.

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary :Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

What's on in November:
Sunday 7

Morning - SOMW led by Edna from Darebin Parklands to Fairfield boathouse and back.
Please contact her.

Wednesday 10

Morning - Harvey will lead a midweek walk, the Diamond Creek Trail, from Eltham to
Diamond Creek.

Sunday 14

Morning - Tania will lead a SOHW walk in the Mt Macedon area, from Cherokee to
Lion's Head.

Sunday 28

Morning - Another hard walk led by Josh in Marysville to Steavensons Falls.

What's on in December:
Sunday 5

About 3pm- Vardit and Ron will lead “Walking Together”, starting at the Corroboree
Tree at St Kilda Junction and walking to Federation Square in time to light The Pillars of
Light” Chanukiah. See flyer attached.
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MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
Co-Presidents: Janet Machliss Kohn
Preview: Sandra Farber

What's happening in November:
Wenesday 3

7:30pm - Executive Meeting (Venue or zoom link TBA)

Monday 8

7:30pm - Programming Chair: Alex Starr (Venue or zoom link TBA)

Wednesday 10 7:30pm - Regular Meeting (may be held at Beth Weizmann or zoom link TBA)
Guest Speaker: George Newhouse, Adjunct Professor of Law
“IT’S TIME FOR THE JEWISH COMMUNITY TO REPAY THE DEBT TO WILLIAM
COOPER”
Tuesday 16

Day trip to Geelong Gallery: “Archie 100” exhibition. Leaving Southern Cross Station at
9:50am (78 members have booked). Contact Morris Tobias for details.

Sunday 28

12:00pm - Bagel Brunch: Venues to be advised, pending COVID restrictions (Janet
Starr and Frieda Shapiro to organise groups and venues)
7:30pm - Book Club - BOOK: “Bruny” (please contact Pearl Stock.

Monday 29

Please save the dates:
Wednesday 9th Feb - 7:30pm - Speaker: David Mushin “My Father and ASIO”
Sunday 27th Feb at 2pm - “WOULD I LIE TO YOU” at Armadale Bowls Club 41 Sussex Rd
Caulfield South.

DONATIONS TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE: To make a donation, please credit our “Making a Difference”
Account: BSB: 013 017 Account No. 900 128 923 – Please add your name (the payer) as the Reference
Thanks to the members who have been so helpful and supportive.
For Literai: For non-members of the Book Club: If you’d like to discuss books old, new, history, military, classic
or potboiler, please contact Russel Stern.
*If you know someone who has a special birthday, is unwell or has a welfare update please let us know.
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Showcase: fostering Jewish musical talent
Recently, our website has been updated and you can view it at https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/ourprojects/showcase. There are details of our 2021 program, and a short video of highlights from the finals
concert. In addition, all our advertisers, sponsors and donors are acknowledged. With the assistance of the
BB Office, the committee has commenced its annual review process. All entrants, parents, schools and
adjudicators have been contacted to fill in an online survey.
An example of lovely feedback from one of our adjudicators:
Hello Judith
It has been a pleasure to participate in this year's Showcase. It is always very satisfying to see how
musical passion develops in the young minds. B'nai B'rith does an incredible job in helping this creativity
flourish. Once again, thank you and I hope to further collaborate in the near future.
Regards
Thomas Lorenzo (Showcase adjudicator of guitar)
Another recently discovered gem included Jacqui Corry's discovery that our entrant violinist, Betty
Lukashevsky, was our first-known second generation entrant. Her mother, Larissa, was an entrant in the first
years of ‘The Eisteddfod’.
If you were unable to join us at the Finals Concert on Zoom and would still like to view it, please contact
Teegan in our office on admin@bbvic.org.au. You can view a copy of the Finals Booklet on our website (see
above), but if you would like a hard copy, please let Teegan know and provide your address so we can mail it
to you. Once again, members of B'nai B'rith, thank you for supporting, attending and donating to Showcase in
2021. It was a wonderfully successful event, despite all the challenges that the lockdown threw at us. Looking
forward to your continued involvement, and helping us to celebrate 30 years of Showcase in 2022.
Thank you to all those who attended the 2021 Finals Concert and congratulations to all participants, Section
Winners and Finalists and especially the overall winner Isabella K.
Showcase Finals Concert 2021 Finalists:
Overall Winner & Peter Krafel Memorial Prize for Classical Piano: Isabella K
Lustig Memorial Foundation Scholarship for Strings: Gavriel Y
Norman Corry Memorial Prize for Strings: Isaac I
Aria Chava Glaubert Memorial Prize for Classical Vocal: Jodie S
Elaine Bloch-Jaffe Prize for Woodwind: Lily T
Aria Chava Glaubert Memorial Prize for Contemporary Vocal: Tia P

Thank you to the 2021 Showcase sponsors, donors, advertisers and supporters.
Kind Regards,
Judy Firestone
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COVID UPDATE: At last we have a roadmap out of lockdowns and the future
looks much brighter. We will continue to offer remote programs for the rest of
2021 as students return to school. We are now gathering proof of vaccination of
our volunteers as the schools will insist on this ahead of our returning to face to
face program delivery. The positive is that our programs are valued with schools
and bookings are higher than ever!
END OF YEAR CELEBRATION 5 DECEMBER, 2PM ZOOM: Whilst the lockdown will have ended by the
time of our end of year celebration on Sunday 5 December at 2pm, there will still be ongoing restrictions
around the numbers of people who can gather at a residential property. Therefore, we have decided to move
our celebration from Susan & Gary Hearst's home to Zoom. Once again, we thank the Hearst family for their
generous support. Same time, same date and still so much to celebrate! Zoom link and invitation to follow.
SAVE THE DATE: PILLARS OF LIGHT WALKING TOGETHER: JCCV is holding a special event on the
evening of Sunday 5th December at Federation Square, to celebrate the eighth night of Chanukah. A
smoking ceremony and the lighting of the Ark Centre’s ‘Pillars of Light’ Grand Chanukiah will take place. Get
active and walk together in support of the wishes of the First Nations community to establish a Voice to
Parliament as called for by the Uluru Statement of the Heart. This event is proudly supported and sponsored
by Courage to Care. More details to follow.
COURAGE TO CARE MEMORABILIA: We are looking for any images, flyers, stories, or paperwork related
to our 30-year history to include in our next Annual Review. Please contact us if you have anything. We
promise to return any originals.
MARATHON MIKE - HE DID IT! 42.2 KMS: Mike and his wife
Roslyn still smiling with a great sign!
Our very own ‘Marathon Mike’ smashed out a ‘COVID-compliant
DIY Marathon’ to raise much needed funds for Courage to Care.
As many of you know, our ability to fundraise in the current
climate is severely limited, and we are so grateful to the
wonderfully generous Courage to Care community who have
rallied behind ‘Marathon Mike’ and helped us raise over $11K!
And rest assured, Mike is alive and well!
Mike Zervos CEO

BBVic - B'NAI B'RITH VICTORIA

CURRENT AFFAIRS
WITH RON JAMES
FINAL SESSIONS FOR 2021
Tuesday 9th & 23rd nov
JOIN US ON ZOOM: CLICK HERE
MEETING ID: 840 2076 7717
Join an interactive discussion series tackling pressing global, political and local
issues with fellow community members.
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BBVic Unit Executives 2021-2022
Unit Akiba Executive Committee

Raoul Wallenberg Unit Executive Committee

Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge Executive Committee

Gesher-Rabin Unit Executive Committee

Unit Hatikvah Executive Committe
Effective as of 31 Oct
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Zoom:
Meeting ID: 865 3783 0155
Passcode: 2445
Link: Here
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