
B'NAI B'RITH PREVIEW

As foreshadowed last month, this month's front page features messages from 3 prominent women
in B'nai B'rith Victoria. 

Denise and I would like to take this opportunity to extend to your family our best wishes for a safe
and happy new year and well over the Fast. Shana Tova Umetukah. 

President Dr Benny Monheit
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There is a famous saying about being all things to all people. Obviously, this is not achievable. Our projects
are very important, they demonstrate our dedication to human rights, the environment, education and
helping those in need. Our public events make us more visible within the community. However, they are just
part of what B’nai B’rith is about. Equally important are our social interactions, gatherings, and lasting
friendships. This has never been more important, or in fact more appreciated than during the current crisis.
We have become more inclusive and connected. We continue to strive to contribute as much as we can, to
as many as possible. Our commitment to our goals gives us our strength and purpose; and confirms my
commitment to serve on the Executive of B’nai B’rith Victoria and as co-president of Gesher-Rabin Unit.
Karin Zafir - Co-President Gesher Rabin Unit and co-opted Member of the BBVic Executive

To maintain a relevant place and be seen in our Jewish community and society at large, B’nai B'rith needs to
promote activities that engage our community and where appropriate the wider community. Recently the
Human Rights Oration gave us such an opportunity by showing support for our First Nations people.
Following this event, Professor Marcia Langton's comments in the Australian newspaper made mention of
the B’nai B'rith organisation to a wider spectrum of Australian society. 
Perhaps if we were to pursue further activities which will give B’nai B'rith a stronger voice in the Jewish and
wider Australian community, we will hopefully attract more interest in our organisation. 
As a new co-opted member of the BBVic Executive, I hope to work on these goals whilst at the same time
preserving our strength from the current successful community projects. 
Devorah Zmood - Co-President Melbourne Mitzvah and co-opted Member of the BBVic Executive

Having been in my role for 6 months, I now feel comfortable in using the words ‘we’ and ‘us’ when talking
about BBVic and B’nai B’rith in general. I hope you all feel that I have taken a genuine interest in respecting
the organisation’s past and, in so doing, developing an understanding of our foundation, our roots, our
legacy. But now it is time to move forward; build on these extraordinarily strong foundations, fertilise those
roots steeped in community service and innovation and ensure a continued legacy that will endure beyond
us all. I am excited for you all to join and contribute to this journey.
Ellana Aarons - CEO BBVic



August:
Showcase Finals Concert - Sunday 29th
September:
BBVic Memorial Service - Sunday 12th
Melbourne Mitzvah Installation - Sunday 19th
October:
Hatikvah Installation - Sunday 31st
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MAJOR BBVIC EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY:

Message from the BBANZ President
After reading last month’s Preview magazine, there was a particular sentence written by your
new Executive which resonated with me. That sentence was in part “to attract the next
generation, people must be convinced that involvement (with BB) has meaning and
purpose”. If we are to remain viable into the foreseeable future, we MUST continue to aim for
BB having ‘meaning and purpose’. 
 

David Samuels 
President BBANZ  

In this regard, at our recent Board of Governors meeting, held over Zoom with members from Victoria, New
South Wales and New Zealand and is held every two months, issues were discussed in the hope of
continuing to have meaning and purpose. This included modernising the BB website, advising the general
Jewish community of the small but positive acts that are carried out in our name and continue to look for new
projects which are beneficial to the community at large. 
 
With COVID and lockdowns becoming part of our lives yet again, I once again encourage you all to get
involved where possible with the many BB functions held over Zoom. In this regard, Sue and I were happy to
be invited to the recent AGM of the Raoul Wallenberg Unit. My congratulations to Co-Presidents Simone
Markus and Jacqui Dinor-Corry for taking on their roles yet again as well as everyone else on the Executive. 
 
When you pay your membership fees each year, $23 of that goes to the BB District. Almost half of that gets
sent to BB International based in Washington DC who represent us at the United Nations and represent us in
any situation where anti-Semitism raises its ugly head. The balance of those fees pays for our membership
rights to organisations such as the Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ), our Triennial Conference,
assisting in new projects such as Click and Connect and many other administrative costs. 
 
I know that for many of us up here in Sydney, we won’t be celebrating the High Holydays in the usual way but
Sue and I would like to take the opportunity to wish you all Shana Tova and well over the Fast. 

Tickets $20. Bookings via
www.trybooking.com/BTDPJ

Book now for the Online Finals Concert.
August 29 2021 from 1:30pm
Who will win the Grand Prize?

The BBVic Office will be closed on the dates for Yom
Tovim:
September: 7th and 8th, 16th, 21st and 22nd, 28th
and 29th

http://tiny.cc/bbshowcase


Co-Presidents: Simone Markus / Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Adrienne Perch
Preview: Jacqui Dinor-Corry

 
Co-Presidents Simone and Jacqui and the Executive of Raoul Wallenberg Unit wish you all a Chag

Sameach and well over the Fast. 

What's happening in September:

RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT

Tuesday 5 2:00pm - ISRAEL AND THE JEWISH WORLD at Beth Weizmann. If there are Covid
restrictions, then we will have a Zoom link sent prior to the meeting – MDA President,
Glynis Lipson, will speak on the work of MDA during the pandemic in Israel, followed by
our own P/P Wendy Waller talking about “Being in Israel during the Covid Pandemic, and
two weeks in Quarantine in Melbourne”. Then we will have a Music and General Quiz
hosted by Leah Black and Jacqui Dinor-Corry. Great fun, afternoon tea and prizes. To
register call Irene Bud.
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There will be no meetings in September due to Yom Tovim

Coming up in October:

Wednesday 13  2:00pm - Executive Meeting at Jacqui Dinor-Corry.

Tuesday 19 - 
Thursday 21 

RW Bus Tour to East Gippsland for 2 nights in Sale, including Archibald Prize exhibition,
Swing Bridge Heritage River cruise, Vineyard Luncheon, Motor Museum, Chainsaw
sculpture, Walhalla Goldfields Railway and Wally Pub Luncheon, Garfield fresh produce
stop.  Registration with Irene Bud (details above).

Coming up in November:
Tuesday 2 1:00pm - CUP DAY at Jacqui’s home - A Day at the Races – dress up in your finery.  

 $25 includes luncheon and afternoon tea, and lots to eat and drink and FUN.  Either
bowtie or hat preferable. Please book with Jacqui.

Wednesday 10 2:00pm - Executive meeting at home of Pres. Simone Markus. 

Coming up in December:  Keep Tuesday 7th December FREE. 



GESHER-RABIN UNIT
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Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir & Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Tom & Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00am - Sunday morning “get-together” – interesting and entertaining discussion via
Zoom on a variety of topics, guest speakers, quiz. 
Meeting link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85211082214  
Alternatively, you can open Zoom and enter the following Meeting ID: 852 1108 2217

What's on in September:

11:00am - Get Fit during post lockdown - Exercise Classes - Exercises adapted for all
levels of fitness brought to you by our very own Gesher-Rabin Unit's Co-Presidents Leon
Nissen and Karin Zafir. To join the class, click on the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89874540497?pwd=UEUyWWNSRDl0dHJLY2FDVElielh6Zz09 
Or enter Meeting ID into Zoom: 898 7454 0497, Passcode 053214 

Every Thursday

For assistance with Zoom, contact Karin Zafir 

Sunday 12 11:00am - B’nai B’rith Annual Memorial Service via Zoom – details page 11

Coming up in October:
Sunday 3 7:30pm - Annual Comedy Debate against the Maccabi Toastmasters. Fake News is

Good News. $15 BB Members, $20 non-members.  Come and support our fabulous team.
Jock Orkin, Sue Newman and Karin Zafir. Glen Eira-McKinnon Bowls Club - Tyrone Street
Ormond. Trybooking link: https://www.trybooking.com/BTMPJ (Refund if on Zoom).
For assistance contact Sue Moskowitz.

Coming up in November:
Monday 1
(Postponed
from 21 Aug)

7:30pm - Trivia Night (Fundraiser for Israel Commission Projects) Theodor Herzl Club
$25 BB Members, $35 non members. Trybooking link:
https://www.trybooking.com/BSOSZ  To organise a table of up to 8 people, email names
to Evelyn Flitman.

Sunday 7 Ramblers walk in Olinda. It is an easy-medium walk.

Sunday 21 Morning - Mitzvah Day collect-a-thon
7:30pm - B'nai B'rith Menorah Awards

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85211082214
https://www.trybooking.com/BTMPJ
https://www.trybooking.com/BSOSZ
https://www.trybooking.com/BSOSZ
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President: Helen Fisher 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Henry Gladwin

UNIT AKIBA

What's on in September:

Monday 13 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom, for members of both the “old and
new” committees. 

Sunday 12 12:30pm-ish - Lunch at Laffa Bar in Hawthorn Road (unless there are lockdown
restrictions), following the BBVic annual memorial service. Bookings with Suzanne by
Sept 9th.

Saturday 9 Due to COVID restrictions, our CLOC Musical Theatre night out to see “Jersey Boys” has
been POSTPONED until Saturday 14 May, 2022.

Wednesday 13

Coming up in October:

Sunday 17 7:30 - Regular meeting on Zoom, followed by Akiba’s Jewish Cultural Enrichment
Program (JCEP) presentation with guest speaker, author Dr Howard Goldenberg. Topic
and further details to be advised. Further info from Mark Rubinstein.

7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.

We wish our members and their families a Shana Tova and well over the Fast. 
May the New Year be a sweet, healthy and joyful one. 

Sunday 19 12:00 noon - Day outing to the Yarra Valley (unless there are lockdown restrictions),
including a garden tour of Dame Nellie Melba’s house in Coldstream at 12 noon, and
lunch at the Yarra Glen Grand Hotel at 1:30pm. Garden tour cost $18. Enquiries with
Henry Winfield.Trybooking link TBA.

Thursday 23 8:00pm - 9:30pm - The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club meeting will review the book
“Voices from the Holocaust” by Jon E Lewis. Presenter: Judi Burstyner. Meeting via
Zoom and face-to-face. Contact person and enquiries re participation: Peter Schattner.

Coming up in November: (full details in November Preview)
Tuesday 2 1:00pm - Melbourne Cup Day picnic in Allnutt Park, McKinnon. 

Sunday 7 11:00am - A festive brunch at Nogga in Carlisle Street, celebrating Akiba’s 40th birthday. 
Wednesday 17 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.
Thursday 18 8:00pm 9:30pm - The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club.
Sunday 21 Mitzvah Day - further details see page 9.



President: Paula Messer
Vice-President: Claude Fromm
Preview: Judith Steinberg

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary :Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

Our best wishes for a healthy year filled with good times and much laughter.

HATIKVAH UNIT
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What's on in September:
Sunday 12 Morning - Irena will lead a SOMW walk from Red Hill to Merrick. 

Tuesday 14

Sunday 19

Morning - Midweek walk in Darebin Parkland and Creek, led by Edna.

Morning - SOHW walk from One Tree Hill to the top of Mt Dandenong. This walk will be
led by Evelyn and Malcolm.

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

What's happening in August:
Sunday 29 8:00pm - Regular meeting via ZOOM Peter Marcuse presentation “Then and Now” - the

artistic life of his father Ernest Marcuse, dating from pre-war Germany until his death in 1985. 
Peter has matched many THEN artwork locations with NOW photographs over locations as
diverse as Berlin, Melbourne, regional Victoria, Israel and more. 

Sunday 12 Sep BBVic Memorial Service

What's happening in September/October:

Sunday 26 Sep 8:00pm - Watching film “Babi Yar” at LBC (Leo Baeck Centre), East Kew. If Covid means
it has to be held on ZOOM please call Michael Taft for meeting code. 

Sunday 31 Oct 8:00pm - Hatikvah Installation of new Executive. LBC East Kew.  
If necessary on Zoom, please call Michael Taft for meeting code. Guest speaker Dr.
David Mushin, more information in flyer.

What's on in October:
Sunday 3 Morning - Julie will lead a SOMW walk along Mullum Mullum Creek. 

Wednesday 13

Sunday 24

Morning - Rodney will lead a midweek walk from East Malvern Station to Glen
Waverley Station along Scotchman's Creek.

Morning - Tania will lead a SOHW walk in the Blackwood-Lerderderg area. 



Co-Presidents: Devorah Zmood / Deidre Wainrit
Preview: Sandra Farber 

MAZEL TOV TO GARRY FABIAN who recently received “President Of The German Republic Distinguished
Service” Award (the equivalent of our A.O.). Being a Theresienstadt Concentration Camp survivor himself,
Garry has travelled to Germany 6 or 7 times over the past 30 years, to speak to school children and
community groups about his wartime experience. Mazal Tov Garry from everyone at BBVic! Below is the
letter he received.

MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
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What's happening in September:
Wednesday 1 7:30pm - Executive Meeting: Venue TBA

Sunday 12 2:00pm - Fundraiser “WOULD I LIE TO YOU” at Armadale Bowling Club                          
41 Sussex Rd Caulfield South.  

Monday 13 7:30pm - Programming Chair: Alex Starr - Zoom link TBA

Sunday 19 6:30pm - Melbourne Mitzvah Installation at the Pavillion, Balaclava Road Caulfield

Monday 27 7:30pm - Book Club - BOOK: “Bruny” at  the Boymals’ house 

Coming up in October:
Monday 4 7:30pm - Programming Chair: Alex Starr - Zoom link TBA

Wednesday 6 7:30pm - Executive Meeting Venue TBA

Wednesday 13 7:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann (2nd Wednesday of the month). Guest
Speaker Ann Carson discussing her book “Massaging Himmler” and “Saving Dutch and
Jewish people”.

Monday 18 7:30pm - Book Club at Danielle Schilling’s house - BOOK: TBA   

The Premier’s Department - Baden-Wurtenberg - German Federal Republic 
29th July 2021 
Dear Mr Fabian,
You have contributed in a multitude of ways to the citizens of Baden-Wurtenberg and their interests sharing
your experiences and personal story and building bridges of understanding. As a consequence, I have
suggested to the Bundespresident (Premier) that in recognition for your services the state considers that
you are awarded the Verdienstorden of the German Republic. I have pleasure in advising you that the
Bundespresident has agreed that you are awarded this recognition to acknowledge the services you have
rendered to the country over a long period. I congratulate you on receiving this award in recognition or your
services. Regarding the presentation the German Embassy in Canberra will be in contact with you to make
suitable arrangements for the facilitation of the award. 

Winifried Kretchmann 
Secretary of State 
Baden-Wurtenberg
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Showcase: fostering Jewish musical talent
Dear friends, 

Twelve months ago, I was settling into my new role as Chair of Showcase. Then...COVID-19 hit, and 
the world changed. So did Showcase.  We spent most of the time in lockdown and on Zoom, and 
my back room became the ‘office’. This resulted in an opportunity that wouldn’t have happened 
otherwise, and we started to research an online Showcase. 

Twelve months on, things haven’t changed too much. We have supported our 37 entrants through the video
heats process, and are delighted with their talents. Three Jewish schools offered to support us with ensemble
performance videos, which we want to use in the online Finals Concert. This is despite the pressures they are
under, resourcing online schooling. 

We are now in the process of videoing and editing the fully online Finals Concert. 

Our adjudicators have given wholehearted support and lots of advice. Their adjudications are in; the
awardees have been nominated. 

We have had unstinting and enthusiastic support from our new official accompanist, Jessica Na. We have
received full support from the professionalism of the BBVic Office, particularly Ellana, Teegan and our own
administrator, Pablo Cravzov. 

The Showcase committee has made every effort to source sponsors, donors and advertisers to assist with the
event. Additional assistance has come from a grant received from the Glen Eira City Council. 

The Showcase committee and our entrants now invite your support for our young achievers by joining us for
the fully online finals concert on Sunday 29 August at 1.30 pm. Please book via the Trybooking link:
https://www.trybooking.com/BTDPJ.  

Hoping to see you there. 

Judy Firestone
Chair

CURRENT AFFAIRS
BBVic - B'NAI B'RITH VICTORIA 

WITH RON JAMES - SERIES 3,  2021

Tuesday 31 Aug| 14 Sep | 5 Oct
J O I N  U S  O N  Z O O M :  C L I C K  H E R E
M E E T I N G  I D :  8 4 0  2 0 7 6  7 7 1 7

 
 

Join an interactive discussion series tackling pressing global, political and local
issues with fellow community members.

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BTDPJ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84020767717
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COVID UPDATE: We continue to be frustrated having to postpone school
bookings, this time our exhibition in Frankston plus many incursions. We were
expecting 1,011 students at the Frankston exhibition plus 2 incursions for
schools in the area for 368 students = 1,379 students. 
This is continuing to disappoint us all. We all continue to support each other
during these challenging times and to try and lead by example and demonstrate
upstander behaviour. The positive is that our programs are valued with schools
rebooking into the future.  

“Volunteer Love-In” – Zoom event on 20 August 
See below for details, and click this link on Friday 20 August at 11am to join in.  
Volunteer morning tea and special speaker – Zoom event on 1 September 
See below for details and click this link on Wednesday 1 September at 10:30am to join in. 
And our very special volunteer end of year celebration on 5 December. Keep that Sunday afternoon free! 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: Our AGM will be held on 14th September 2021 at 7.30pm, hopefully in
person at the office. If you are interested in attending, please let Lesley Gaspar our Secretary know at
secretary@couragetocare.org.au. 

VICTORIAN MULTICULTURAL COMMISSION ARTICLE: We were delighted to have an article published by
the Victorian Multicultural Commission. This is excellent exposure and will be used as the catalyst for further
conversations. Here’s  a short extract  “It’s a game-changing concept that Courage to Care has presented to
more than 150,000 Victorian students over the last 29 years. An initiative of the global Jewish service
organisation B’nai B’rith, Courage to Care has a team of volunteers running presentations in schools. These
sessions shine a light on extraordinary acts of courage throughout history. The hope is that seeing these
examples of real people who made a positive difference will inspire students to take small interventions that
can make our community a safer place to live.” 
Here’s the link: www.multiculturalcommission.vic.gov.au/upstanding-citizens-having-courage-care 

ZOOM, ZOOM,ZOOM 
Here are some opportunities to raise our spirits and prepare for when we’re back in schools! 

   Please feel free to join us! 

30TH BIRTHDAY COURAGE TO CARE - SAVE THE DATE 23rd  MAY – 3rd JUNE 2022 
These dates are now set for our 30th birthday celebrations next year. We are planning a showcase exhibition
featuring both our exhibition and incursion materials as well as some important celebrations and events.
Watch this space for more details!

Mike Zervos CEO

Sunday 21 November - Mitzvah Day & Menorah Awards 
Akiba Mitzvah Day – as part of Unit Akiba’s involvement in Mitzvah Day in November, we are collecting
items to be distributed to the needy in our wider community, through the work of the City of Glen Eira
Council. We are specifically collecting non-perishable food items with a use-by-date that is AFTER March
1st, 2022, as well as toiletries and other useful household items. We welcome all BB members’ contributions
to this most worthwhile project. To donate items, please contact our coordinator, Helen Fisher.

B'nai B'rith Menorah Awards
7:30pm at Beth Weizmann

More to come...

B'nai B'rith Menorah Awards
7:30pm at Beth Weizmann

More to come...

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89088220204?from=addon
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84289579295?from=addon
mailto:secretary@couragetocare.org.au
http://www.multiculturalcommission.vic.gov.au/upstanding-citizens-having-courage-care
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BBVic 26th Annual Jewish Youth Art Competition 
See all 188 entries at: https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/bbvicart

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/bbvicart
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B'nai B'rith Youth Organisation - BBYO
Despite the ever-changing COVID-19 restrictions we face here in Melbourne, one thing has remained consistent
throughout - BBYO Melbourne’s constant willingness to provide fun, educational and engaging social events for
Jewish teens. Over the past month, the Melbourne board has continued to meet both in person and online, to
plan and design and advertise these events. We were super thrilled to be able to induct 10 new members online,
joined by the rest of our chapter. Whilst many of our events, particularly inductions, rely heavily on in-person
interaction, the iconic aspects of traditional BBYO inductions were brought to life on zoom, and went along
brilliantly with the brand new BBYO Melbourne merchandise delivered to chapter members on the day! We are
so forever proud of the growth we were able to witness during the lockdown, and remain so hopeful for the future
of BBYO Melbourne. Most recently, we held the “Pointless Creation Vacation”, an online event that required
participants to create a pointless creation in teams, and pitch the final product of Israel’s ‘Shark Tank.’ 
With a mix of teens from schools all across Melbourne and Sydney, they were able to work together to not only
have fun on a Saturday night, but also come out with the most random creations anyone has yet to see. We’ve
recently started ‘Member Mondays’, an online live series held on our instagram, where different BBYO
Melbourne members are interviewed each Monday.
We’re hoping that we’re able to hold some absolutely epic events in
person ASAP, but have been so overwhelmed with the large numbers of
teens joining us online! Head over to our instagram @bbyomelbourne for
upcoming events, photos and of course heaps of fun live streams,
games and interactive polls!

BBYO Mazkir Joseph Folwell, current Glen Eira College Captain

To RSVP: Click HERE or https://forms.office.com/r/K77JwrZBkL

https://forms.office.com/r/K77JwrZBkL
https://forms.office.com/r/K77JwrZBkL
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