
NOVEMBER 2018 

Jewish Unity · Diversity · Continuity

Annual General Meeting
of

B’nai B’rith NSW

Invitation to all members
Tuesday 11 December 2018

7.30pm
B’nai B’rith Centre, Barker Street, Kensington, UNSW

All Members of B’nai B’rith and Members at Large are entitled to vote.

Purpose of meeting
•	 to confirm the minutes of the previous AGM

•	 to receive the President’s report and Treasurer’s report
•	 to receive audited financial statements for the year to 30 June 2018

•	 General Business

Guest Speaker: 
Janine Zimbler, Past President of B’nai B’rith Womanpower and 

Relationship Therapist  will be presenting on the new Safe Conversations 
Project, “The Power of Connection”.

Light refreshments will be served

RSVP  by 3 December 2018 to 9321 6315 or council@bbnsw.org.au



The drought appeal raised 
the fantastic sum of $25,000 
with significant amounts 
coming from the Sydney 
Charitable Trust, Sydney 
Masada Unit, the B’nai 
B’rith Foundation, North 
Shore Kadima Unit and our 
members in Sydney and 
Melbourne.

James Altman handed 
the cheque to Ken 

Hallam, Grants Chairman and Director of the 
Australian Lions Foundation. They do not take an 
administrative fee and the money will be directly 
channelled through the Lions Clubs to the farmers. 
Ken and his wife Christine came to the Succot BBQ 
and praised our fundraising efforts. Apparently 
they raised around $1M dollars and B’nai B’rith’s 
contribution was the second largest corporate 
contribution to their drought appeal.

We will wind up the appeal at the end of October, 
so if you would still have not donated, please do so 
quickly.

We also received a beautiful thank you letter 
from Ken and his wife, for ‘a wonderful welcome, 
hospitality and friendship’ and noted that the ideals 
of BB and Lions are in many respects very similar.

A special thanks to everyone who worked so hard 
to make the rather wet BBQ a success, including 
Michael Shapiro cooking under the awning trying 
to keep the sausages dry, and of course the master 
patissiere, Jenny for the superb pavlovas.

On Sunday, 7th October, almost 50 people turned up 
on a wet cold miserable day to hear Eli Rabinovitz 
present his project about the partisan song.  The 
song  became the anthem of the resistance during 
the Second World War.  He wants to revitalise 
the use of this song with youth all over the world, 
getting school choirs to sing it, schools and youth 
groups using it in an effort to teach history. We 
were fortunate to hear Len Mahemoff sing it to us 
on the afternoon.

The first Safe Conversations workshop was held at 
the Centre on Sunday, 14th October, run by Janine 
Zimbler of Womanpower with 20 participants. 
Safe Conversations is delivered via workshops to 
couples in relationships to learn skills to enable 
them to strengthen their connection and deepen 
their bond.  Couples, parents and children over 14, 
siblings and colleagues are all encouraged to attend. 

This will be a major new B’nai B’rith project that 
will increase awareness of BB in our community. 
The organisation in the US also wants to feature 
BBNSW in its international newsletter, which is a 
tremendous coup for Janine and B’nai B’rith.

And last but not least, we’ll be having a fabulous 
Melbourne Cup luncheon with delicious food, fun 
entertainment and the usual sweepstakes, so book 
and pre- pay with Jenny on 9321 6315. 

We need to know numbers IN ADVANCE for 
catering. It’s not fair to come last minute and have 
those who have booked get less than they paid for.

Congratulations from the Executive and Members 
of BBNSW   to Sol Rosenfeld on his 100th Birthday 
and Ken Hacker OAM on his 95th Birthday. Still 
both stalwart members of Sydney Masada Unit.

Charles  ‘Chuck’ Kaufman was elected and installed 
for the next 3 year term as President of BBI. 

In the photo you can see Dan Mariaschin, Executive 
Vice President and CEO of BBI on the left and 
Chuck in bow tie at the back. Morris  Tobias and I 
have already asked him to come to Melbourne for 
the Triennial Convention I early September, 2019. 

Morris was installed as Senior Vice President of 
BBI.

The evening was attended by a number of 
Ambassadors and Consul Generals from many 
countries and by the Deputy General of the 
United Nations, who gave a very strong speech on 
supporting B’nai B’rith and its work and apologised 
for the absence of Secretary General,  Antonio 
Guiterres. 

Anna
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Anna Marks OAM



SUCCOT BARBEQUE AND CHEQUE PRESENTATION TO 
AUSTRALIAN LIONS FOUNDATION DROUGHT APPEAL

Ken Hallam PDG                     &        James Altman OAM
Grants Chairman & Director            Chairman 
Australian Lions Foundation             B’nai B’rith Foundation

Anna Marks OAM,James Altman OAM
Ken & Christine Hallam



	
	
Dear	Brothers	and	Sisters,	
	
I’m	happy	to	report	that	we	had	a	very	big	problem	at	the	recent	Leadership	Forum	in	New	
York.	We	had	far	more	registered	participants	than	we’ve	had,	some	estimate,	in	a	decade.		
So	a	couple	of	our	scheduled	events	were	shifted	to	a	larger	venue	nearby,	a	short	walk	
away	from	the	Westin	Hotel.		
	
The	175th	Gala	was	a	splendid	event	at	an	even	more	splendid	setting,	the	Jewish	Museum	in	
Battery	Park.	The	site	of	Lady	Liberty	near	Ellis	Island	brightened	an	otherwise	overcast	
late	afternoon.	One	could	only	imagine	what	Jewish	immigrants	must	have	experienced	a	
generation	or	so	after	the	founding	of	B’nai	B’rith	in	1843.	Oh,	the	memories.	Next	time	
you’re	in	New	York,	you	must	visit.	
	
With	the	birthday	cake	cut	and	devoured,	the	memories	of	B’nai	B’rith	live	on	as	we	actually	
begin	to	celebrate	the	175th	year.	Harold	“Hesch”	Steinberg	of	Memphis,	Tenn.,	the	newly	
appointed	overall	chair	of	the	175th	Anniversary	Committee,	has	prepared	a	two-part	
questionnaire	about	your	most	memorable	recollections	of	events	and	people	in	your	
lifetime.		
	
Please	take	time	to	answer	them	as	completely	as	you	can.	Note	the	space	for	your	email	
and	phone	number.	Our	committee	may	need	to	call	you	for	more	details.	Your	B’nai	B’rith	
experiences	or	your	family’s	experiences	are	very	important	to	the	future	of	our	beloved	
Order.	We	have	something	other	organizations	do	not	have	—	history.	We	want	to	preserve	
and	share	your	story,	our	story.		Email	the	completed	sheets	to	us.	Add	pages	as	needed;	and	
feel	free	to	share	the	questionnaire	with	others	who	may	not	have	received	it.	Do	you	have	a	
great	story	to	tell?	We	want	to	know	it.	
	
Fraternally,	
 

	
Charles	“Chuck”	Kaufman	
President	
B’nai	B’rith	International	
www.bnaibrith.org	



175th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 

Chair: Harold “Hesch” Steinberg

      

YOUR NAME (Please Print):  _______________________________________

Email:      _______________________________________

Phone:     _______________________________________

  

My brothers and sisters,

With this milestone anniversary, we are reminded of what an amazing story we have to tell. To that 
end, please take a moment to write answers to just a couple of questions in the space below. If you 
need more space, please continue writing on the back or submit additional sheets of paper. 

PLEASE PROVIDE THREE MEANINGFUL MEMORABLE EVENTS THAT CAPTURE THE BEST OF B’NAI 
B’RITH. THE EVENTS MAY BE RECENT OR HISTORIC.

 (Examples: An event, a milestone, advocacy work that made a difference.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE NAME THREE INDIVIDUALS IN YOUR AREA WHO MADE A POWERFUL IMPRESSION ON 
YOU FOR THE WORK THEY DID FOR B’NAI B’RITH. THEY MAY BE LIVING OR ESTEEMED LEADERS 
FROM THE PAST. EXPLAIN YOUR CHOICES.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
* N.B.    MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO 
                ANY AND ALL FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW

Tuesday 6th November
Melbourne Cup Lunch @ 12.30pm at BB 
Centre.  Fabulous food & entertainment.  
Book with Jenny 9321-6315.
We need to know numbers AHEAD for 
catering, it’s not fair to come last minute and 
have those who have booked get less than 
they paid for.

Sunday 11th November 
Bargain Bazaar  AGM @ 10.00am BB Centre

NSK A talk by a Private Investigator Lonii 
Broers at the Dobsons’ @2.30pm.

November 16, 17 & 18
AVIV weekend away at Leura Gardens Motel.

Sunday 18th November 
SEU Train and Ferry trip to Davistown.  
Please see flyer. 

C2C @10.00am Volunteer Morning Tea and 
update at BB Centre

C2C & B’nai B’rith @ 11:30- 1pm Mitzvah 
Day Challah braiding & tasting at BB Centre

Monday 19th November 
AVIV @7.30pm at BB Centre 
General Meeting. Guest Speaker Len 
Werman, the storyteller.  It is always an 
enjoyable evening

Sunday 25th November 
WPU @ 6.00pm BB Centre Ballaboosta pre-
Chanukah cooking demonstrations. To book 
please contact Nina pnnb@optusnet.com.au. 

Tuesday 27th November
Sydney Masada Unit @ 2.30pm at Princess 
Gardens Rose Bay.  Guest speaker Juliet 
Seifert from Courage to Care.

Thursday 29th November
BBRV AGM @ 7.00pm at Kadimah 
Gardens, 9 Jubilee Street, Wahroonga. 
For transport from the Eastern Suburbs 
if you can’t drive.  Please book with Jenny 
9321 6315.

Sat Night 1st - Wed 5th December
Camp Sababa 

Wednesday 5th December
ADU @ 7.00pm AGM BB Centre 

Sunday 9th December 
C2C @10.0am- 2.00pm AGM BB Centre

AVIV @ 6pm at BB Centre Annual 
Chanukah Party with music by Hugh 
Moran.  All welcome

Sunday 16th December 
SEU @ 6pm at BB Centre Annual Party

NOVEMBER 2018 NOVEMBER 2018

DECEMBER 2018
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AVIV  
Co-Presidents  Jenny Burman & Gary Marx

We wish those 
members who are 
not feeling the best 
this month a speedy 
recovery.  
Our particular good 
wishes go to Brian 
Littler in Gosford 
Hospital and Helen 
Freed in Prince of 
Wales.

Our October general meeting was addressed 
by Ruth Guth, Community Partnership Officer 
of Wolper Hospital.  Ruth has held the position 
for the past 12 ½ years and her role includes 
running the Wellbeing programme, looking 
after the yiddishkeit of the hospital which 
includes Shabbat dinners, concerts around yom 
tovim and many other activities.  

We learned a great deal about the facilities 
available at Wolper and had many questions 
about their availability.  It was a most informative 
meeting and we were very impressed with the 
work of the hospital.

We have a number of activities coming up and 
invite all members of B’nai B’rith to join us on 
these occasions.

Tuesday, November 6th at 12.30 
MELBOURNE CUP LUNCH at the Centre
Aviv is organising a table for this fun luncheon 
with sweeps, great food and entertainment.   
When booking with Jenny on 9321-6315 please 
mention you are joining us.

Friday, November 16th  
WEEKEND AWAY at LEURA GARDENS 
MOTEL.  This is always a very enjoyable time 
with lots of laughs and many memories of 
good times.

Monday, November 19th  at 7.30 GENERAL 
MEETING at the Centre.  Our guest speaker 
is the storyteller, our own Len Werman whose 
topic is “Both Sides of the Law”.  This is a true 
story about two Jewish convicts in the early days 

of the colony.

Sunday, December 9th  at 6.00   
ANNUAL CHANUKAH PARTY with music 
by Hugh Moran.  Good food, music and a 
great night out.   More information in the next 
Communicator.

We look forward to greeting members from 
other groups at our activities.

Regards
Jenny Burman
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT (ADU)
President Ernie Friedlander OAM

Dear Members

You all can make a difference 
and enhance our projects by:
•	 Coming forward with        
 your  ideas
•	 Become more involved

We are making slow progress with our racism 
initiative which was expected, it being viewed as 
being too difficult or passed on for others to deal 
with. We have received good support from some wise 
and experienced sources. This will be of great value in 
its step-by-step development.

Slowly on the mend:
Our Vice President, Edith Brutman is back at work, 
but still in discomfort, slowly getting her vitality back. 
Our committee member, Michelle Hilton is now in 
Rehab. We hope to have them back, fully recovered, 
soon.

Julia Golding OAM
Has stepped down as CEO of COA, wanting to 
play a lesser role in the organisation. She has done 
an amazing job for that organisation. She is full of 
vitality. We hope that she can now play a bigger role 
in our executive.

Anna Marks OAM making a presentation to 
Delphine Labancz at the 2018 Poster Competition
Prize Giving on the 20th September 2018

Retirement  Villages:
Their AGM will be on Thursday 29 November at 
Kadimah Gardens at 7pm. Important issues will 
be raised affecting B’nai B’rith in general. We can 
organise car pooling to accommodate those that don’t 
want to drive there by themselves.

Our AGM:
Save the date Wednesday 5 December 7pm at our 
Centre – we will forward nomination forms to you 
early November.

Moving Forward Together Festival – Harmony 
Walk for Unity
Sunday 18 November from 1–5pm at the 
Campbelltown Athletic Centre.  There will be lots of 
entertainment and food.  It has a wide support from 
both the Premier and the Opposition Leader, the 
West Tigers, NRL, the local Council and both Federal 
& State members.

Bargain Bazaar
They have now a new shop manager who was referred 
by us. We wish them continued success.

Ernie 

Our new caps on display

Audience at the 2018 Poster Competition
Prize Giving on the 20th September 2018
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BARGAIN BAZAAR
Report by Linda Reitzin

In preparation for the 
changeover to summer 
stock, we held a sale 
during September where 
clothing was reduced 
to $3 a piece and shoes 
$3 a pair. This helped 
clear the racks and in 
the final week, the first 

week of October, all clothing was reduced to $1 
a piece, causing more excitement amongst our 
customers. 

The changeover was done on Tuesday morning 
9 October with 8 – 10 volunteers bagging the 
remaining winter stock and replacing it with 
summer stock. The task took 3.5 hours and by 
1pm, the shop was open for business. We were 
flooded with customers eager to see the new 
“range” of summer clothing and shoes and sales 
were brisk for a few hours.

Our AGM will be held on Sunday November 11 
at 10 am in the B’nai B’rith Centre. We will have 
the usual reports and elections but this year there 
will be some entertainment and recognition of 
some of our long-serving volunteers. Brunch 
will be served after the formalities. Individual 
invitations have been sent to Bargain Bazaar 
volunteers.

One of our long-standing committee members, 
Susie Gold, has been unwell for many weeks. 
We wish her refuah shlema and hope that we 
see her again at our meetings very soon.

Our lease has been renewed for another 3 years 
but it remains to be seen how business will be 
affected with the planned redevelopment of 
the Surry Hills Shopping Centre expected to 
commence in late 2019 and last until 2022. 

Linda Reitzin 
Bargain Bazaar Committee

INVITATION 
B’NAI B’RITH BARGAIN BAZAAR LIMITED 

trading as 

BARGAIN BAZAAR CHARITY SHOP 

invites you to attend the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

followed by BRUNCH 

10.00 am SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2018 

at the B'nai B'rith Centre 

Barker Street Kensington 

Parking available inside UNSW 

Enter via Gate 14 and turn left 

Entertainment provided by pianist extraordinaire 
Robert Teicher 

former choir master at the Great Synagogue 
 

Bookings essential 
RSVP by Sunday 4 November 

to: miriamkluger@optusnet.com.au or phone 9880 9116 
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COURAGE TO CARE
Chairperson Juliet Seifert 

An afternoon with Eli 
Rabinowitz hearing about 
the Partisan Song Project

It’s always wonderful to 
hear about something 
new, something one wasn’t 
previously aware of and 

particularly so from someone with passion, 
dedication and ability to convey an important 
message.

Eli Rabinowitz does this in spades!

He told his combined B’nai B’rith and Courage 
to Care audience about his unique approach 
to building resilience, especially among young 
people across all sections of today’s society. 

He calls his unique program WE ARE HERE!  A 
Program for Upstanders.

Through the words of the Partisan Song, its 
history and significance, Eli delivers key messages 
that parallel those of our work in Courage to Care: 
the importance of being an upstander.

One of Eli’s main objectives is to encourage us 
all to convince Jewish schools to help pass on a 
vital and significant piece of Jewish heritage, by 
teaching the song to today’s youth. 

Eli talked about the song’s history and played 
various recordings of it, before Len Mahemoff 
sang the song. Eli finished off a very successful 
afternoon by showing the work he has done in 
South Africa, as well as the remarkable multi-
school song collaboration run by the World ORT 
organisation.

Student to Research Unknown Rescuers from 
World Genocides
Courage to Care welcomes our new intern, 
Karolina Strozek, a psychology student at 
Macquarie University, who will be completing 
a research project on the “Unknown Heroes” of 
world genocides. 
Our goal is to create a resource booklet for 
students who have attended a Courage to Care 
program and would like to learn more about 
rescuer stories throughout the 20th century. 
The booklet’s diverse range of courageous unsung 
heroes will help the message of Courage to 
Care resonate with young Australians from all 
backgrounds.
Karolina has so far begun compiling stories of 
rescuers and upstanders from the Rwandan 
Genocide, including Captain Diagne (pictured), 
a United Nations military observer from Senegal 
who risked his life to save Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus who were being killed. 

Captain Diagne 
disobeyed orders from the UN to not intervene in 
the genocide. Tragically, Diagne was killed soon 
afterwards and received very little coverage in 
the press. Other Rwandan rescuer stories include 
Paul Rusesabagina (the “Rwandan Schindler”), 
Carl Wilkens, as well as the acts of heroism by 
ordinary citizens.
The booklet will feature rescuers from two 
additional genocides. Stay tuned as this project 
continues.

The Courage to Care’s Andrew Havas Internship 
was established in 2018 with funding from B’nai 
B’rith NSW.

Juliet Seifert
Chair

 



I am still hearing 
favourable comments 
from those who 
participated in the 
weekend away in Bowral 
over 21-23 September. 
Everyone enjoyed 
themselves thoroughly.

During the Succot dinner at the B’nai B’rith 
Centre on 26 September, B’nai B’rith presented 
a cheque for $25,000 to the Lions Foundation. 
The accumulated funds in their entirety will go 
towards drought relief.  Our Unit had made a 
contribution to this cause.

Sunday 21 October was a busy day for our unit:-
Firstly we had another outing with D.A.R.T.S. 
at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway in 
Concord.  Quite a few of our members came 
along in spite of a forecast of rain.  Once again, 
thanks to Miriam Kluger for organising this 
event.  Also thanks to everyone for the salads 
and cakes they brought along.

That evening we had the pleasure of hearing 
Yonatan Kaplan, a visiting Israeli, present a 
personal perspective on political and social 
developments in Israel – its dilemmas and 
possible solutions.  This was at my home. 
Several members attended both functions 
that day.  Thanks to Myra and Ivan Kaplan for 
arranging this talk. 

Our next meeting will be on 11 November 
when Lonii Broers, a private investigator, will 
provide a few anecdotes about her profession.  
The venue will be at the Dobsons’, starting at 
2:30 pm. Please RSVP to Sharon on 0419 990 
503 to ensure adequate seating.

We have liaised with the management of 
Kadimah Gardens to decide on what facility 
to allocate the money donated by Errol 
Brown’s family in his honour.  The decision is 
to contribute this fund towards audio/visual 
equipment that can be used in the community 
halls in association with smart TV sets.  This 

will facilitate presentations made by guest 
speakers. A plaque commemorating Errol will 
be attached to this equipment. 

I hope that Leonie and David Lippa will 
enjoy much nachas from the birth of their 
granddaughter Amelia.  

Unfortunately, Wolf and Rose Hochman have 
decided to relinquish their membership of 
North Shore Kadimah Unit as following his fall 
they have moved to the Eastern Suburbs to be 
near family.

David Laufer

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH (NSK)
President David Laufer

B’nai B’rith Communicator November 2018 
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PROJECT MANAGER’S REPORT
Vivienne  Radomsky

Dear members and 
friends,

Despite the numerous 
holidays and days off 
in the last month we 
managed to keep busy 
with lots of activity.

On Wednesday and 
Thursday 3 & 4 October BBYO kicked off the 
first of our holiday programs with a miniature 
photography workshop. 

The theme for this workshop was inspired by the 
work of Japanese artist and photographer Tatsuya 
Tanaka  who is famous for his playful miniature 
dioramas that make use of everyday objects. 

With the kind offer from Mandelbaum House 
to host us for the first day (of both workshops), 
we met and walked to Newtown, stopping 
periodically to take interesting photos. Our final 
destination was the Button Shop in King Street 
where we bought interesting buttons and set up 
our miniature scenes in a nearby park. 

The second day was spent at the B’naiB’rith 
Centre, printing photos, creating posters and 
setting up more miniature scenes to photograph. 

Thank you to Yona Cass and Jenny Mandel who 
once again accompanied us and ensured all 
children were well looked after. 

In the last week of the holidays, Giselle and I ran a 
second workshop and this time we decided to go 
to the vertical garden building (One Central Park) 
in downtown Sydney. We were lucky that on both 
days we were out, the rain held off allowing us the 
pleasure of being out and about with the kids.
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PROJECT MANAGER’S REPORT (contd)
Vivienne  Radomsky

On Thursday 11 October, 26 teenagers attended 
the “First Aid for teens who babysit” at the BB 
Centre. 

This course, provided by MDA as part of their First 
Aid training for Youths campaign, was interactive 
and gave the youngsters an opportunity to learn 
how to respond in case of an emergency. 

I had forgotten how ‘energetic’ teenage boys can 
be, especially when there are girls present, and 
said a silent ‘thank you’ for my boys being past 
this stage, when the bandages were handed out 
and all possible body parts from head to toe were 
bound up. 

On Sunday 7 October, Eli Rabinowitz gave an 
inspiring talk on his work with his “We Are Here 
Foundation”. This foundation makes use of stories 
of Jewish Partisans to inspire young people to 
stand up in the face of oppression and prejudice. 

We were privileged to have Len Mahemoff sing 
the Partisans’ Song beautifully for us. 

In celebration of the Shabbat Project which takes 
place on 26 October, B’nai B’rith will be sending 
bookmarks to all BJE students as part of their 
package. Our bookmarks will highlight the BBYO 
activities on offer.

On 18 November, in celebration of Mitzvah day, 
B’nai B’rith and Courage to Care will be hosting a 
morning of Challah braiding, tasting and tea. We 
invite you all to come along and enjoy the mitzvah 
of making a challah and socialising. Please see the 
flyer in this edition of the Communicator. 

Vivienne Radomsky



SYD EINFELD (SEU)
Vice President Michael Cass
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Dear Members,

It is my honour and 
privilege to bring you 
this month’s President’s 
Report. Andrew is filling 
his days and nights 
helping to run the 
Wentworth by-election 
which will be held on the 

20th October, so we will be seeing and hearing very 
little from him until his commitment is finished. 
Good luck with that.

We had a wonderful meeting in September and all 
who attended enjoyed the truly inspiring Japanese 
Tea Party and our thanks must go to our President 
and Melissa for organising the event. After a 
lovely afternoon tea, I then had the privilege of 
initiating four new members. Welcome Marilyn 
and Jacques Hasson, Dennis Moddel and Lyon 
Robinson to Syd Einfeld Unit. 

The next general meeting will be held on October 
21st at 2:30 p.m. at the B’nai B’rith Centre, when 
we will be joined by Vivienne Radomsky, who will 
be telling us about a recent trip to South Africa, 
where she took with her comfort dolls that had 
been made by Ella Krug and helpers from Sydney 
Masada Unit. 

Our November meeting will be our end of year 
general outing which will be a train and ferry trip 
to Davistown on the Central Coast. This will be 
on the 18th November and we are meeting either 
at Bondi Junction train station at 8:00 A.M. 
or at Central Station outside platform 8 or 9 at 
8:30A.M.  We will then be taking a train to Woy 
Woy and a ferry to Davistown where we will be 
picked up by the Davistown RSL bus, which is 
where we will be having lunch. A big thank you 
to Tony Faust for organising this trip.

The meeting in December on the 16th hasn’t been 
finalised as yet, but being our final meeting for the 
year promises to be an event to remember. This 
meeting will be at 7.30pm, our “Summertime” 
time slot.

Hoping to see you on the 21st October 2:30 at the 
B’nai B’rith Centre in Barker Street Kensington.

Michael Cass

1st Vice President.



SYDNEY MASADA (SMU)
Acting President Eli Tal
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Dear Members 

We are looking forward 
to our special birthday 
celebrations of Sol Ros-
enfield 100th birthday 
and Ken Hacker’s 95th 
birthday at Princess 
Gardens on Tuesday 23 
October at 2.30pm.  We 

hope to see many members of the B’nai B’rith 
fraternity attending.

Congratulations to Blossom Silver on her 90th 
Birthday.

Our next speaker on the 27 November at 2.30pm 
will be Juliet Seifert from Courage to Care.

Sol Rosenfield’s 100th Birthday

B’nai B’rith has always been a big part of my life. I 
was initially sponsored to join B’nai B’rith because I 
was an active Member of the Executive State Zionist 
Council. My sponsor was Bernard Tobias, who was 
an active community leader. My membership was 
approved by Hilary Pryer. Joining B’nai B’rith was 
an honour in those days, and continues to be so.

Approximately 50 years ago I was asked to become 
the Treasurer of the B’nai B’rith Centre. During 
my tenure as Treasurer, the Yurong St building 
was finished. I then served as Treasurer of Sydney 
Lodge for 35 years, and during that time served 3 
terms as President of Sydney Lodge.

Princess Gardens Retirement Village

I was responsible for the financing of the building 
of Princess Gardens whilst Treasurer of the Sydney 
Lodge. The architect, Henry Kurzer, died and the 
builder went broke, leaving me with the task of 
finding both a new builder and architect. As you 
can see, the building was built! And to ensure this, 
I had to personally guarantee $1,000,000. This was 
a big risk, but thankfully all the Units sold quickly. 
I also organised the building of 7 Units in Waitara 
at the same time.

Charitable Trust
During my time as Treasurer I formed a Charitable 
Trust. Dr Alexander, was the first donor. He 
donated a block of 6 flats to B’nai B’rith and he also 
made a cash contribution.

Dr Alexander adopted us as he had no children 
and we had both lost our parents. He befriended 
us after we rescued him from a locked bathroom 
during one of the B’nai B’rith meetings at our 
home. This started an unusual friendship as he was 
approximately 30 years my senior. When his wife 
passed away he moved to Montefiore in Hunters 
Hill and we visited him there regularly until he 
passed.

Ken Hacker’s 95th Birthday

“I have always been so proud of my father, Erwin, 
for being one of the founding signatories of the 
document which, in March of 1944, requested 
that the Sydney B’nai B’rith lodge be established. 
I myself joined in 1949 and during the last almost 
60 years of membership, I have been privileged 
to serve in various capacities such as President, 
Vice-President, Cultural Chairman and 
Treasurer. Just like my father, I have always had 
a deep commitment to working with the Jewish 
community and value all the wonderful programs 
and assistance that this lodge has been able to 
offer.”  - Ken Hacker



Our first “Safe Conversations” 
workshop was successfully 
held on Sunday 14 October 
at B’nai B’rith Centre. 

There were 20 participants 
that included a mixture of 
married couples and friends 
who teamed up to be partners 

for the day.

Janine Zimbler professionally ran the course 
using lots of humour, sharing her personal 
stories and most importantly indicating a deep 
passion for the significance of a feeling of safety 
in order to discuss “stuff ” within a relationship.

“I really like it when you bring me flowers and 
wash the dishes after dinner each night”.

“I appreciate you picking me up from the bus 
stop when it’s raining”.

“I appreciate you waiting for me when I’m 
running late.”

These are some typical quotes from the enjoyable 
appreciations of our partners.

I thoroughly enjoyed the day which comprised 
time for schmoozing, listening, learning, 
reflecting on our childhood, active listening, 
mirroring what our partner told us, realizations 
and practising learnt techniques. I felt uplifted 
and hopeful for the future of people’s lasting 
relationships.

Kol Hakavod Janine for bringing “Safe 
Conversations” to Australia!

Forthcoming events

Meeting and dinner on Thursday 25 October in 
Coogee. Contact Nina for details of restaurant

Pre Chanukah Balabuste evening Sunday 25 
November 6pm Come and watch cooking 
demo where OIL is the star and then partake in 
a delicious meal.

Nina
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WOMANPOWER  (WPU)
President Nina Blair 



Deep Fried - a Tradition 
a night of 

Cooking for Chanukah - 
both traditional & vegan 

Sunday 25 November      6pm 

B’nai B’rith Centre, Barker Street, Kensington 

Cost $20. 
Come and learn new recipes that highlight OIL and 

join us for a delicious meal. 
RSVP by 18 November to Nina 0411 293 692 

pnnb@optusnet.com.au 
to



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 18 Nov 
Time: 11:30am – 1:00pm 

Where: B’nai B’rith Centre 
Barker St Kensington 

Cost: $5 

 

 CHALLAH BRAIDING & TASTING 

B’nai B’rith & Courage to Care 
invite you to a morning of 

 

A JOINT PROJECT OF 



End of Year Big Day Out to Davistown 
Sunday, 18th November 

 
We are going to catch a train to Woy Woy, then a ferry to Davistown for lunch 
at the RSL as follows: - 
 
Meet at Bondi Junction at 8am OR Central Station at 8.30am outside Platform 
8 or 9, for the train that travels from Central to Woy Woy at 8.48am, arriving at 
Woy Woy at 10.02am 
 
We will the catch the ferry from Woy Woy at 10.45am arriving at Davistown at 
11.10am then to the RSL for lunch - the RSL will provide a courtesy bus there 
and back. 
 
Ferry back to Woy Woy 1.25pm arriving at 1.50pm 
 
Train from Woy Woy 2.14pm arriving at Central Station 3.29pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Cost for train $2.50 return for Seniors and $8.00 return for the ferry for 
Seniors. The station is next to the ferry terminal so there should be no 
problems with walking. 

 
• Enquiries: Melissa 0407 241 882 
 
RSVP 9th November to Melissa. This is essential as lunch and courtesy bus 
must be booked ahead. Email Melissa on allgone@ozemail.com.au 
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B’nai B’rith NSW Council Executives

President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Hon Secretary
Anna Marks OAM Dorrit Mahemoff Janine Zimbler James Altman OAM

0418 965 827 0417 675 215 0409 915 845 9954 5839

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au lendorr@bigpond.com janinez@optusnet.com.au james@altman.id.au

Councillor Past President Treasurer
Eli Tal Ivan Kaplan John Szabo

0413 121 218 0418 409 799 0413 758 758

etal@designerrugs.com.au ivan.kaplan@gmail.com john@szaboaccounting.com.au

PRESIDENTS

ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT  AVIV LODGE                      AVIV LODGE
  Jenny Burman                                          Gary Marx
  0407 938 917                                           0414 938 914
  jennyred@bigpond.com                           gary@garymarx.com.au

Ernie Friedlander OAM

0413 112 044

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH SYD EINFELD UNIT SYDNEY MASADA UNIT
David Laufer Andrew Havas OAM Ella Krug

9427 1249 0407 240 029 9417-4718

dlaufer@tpg.com.au andrew@fiargo.net hekrug@optusnet.com.au

WOMANPOWER UNIT BARGAIN BAZAAR COURAGE TO CARE
Nina Blair                            Robert Kohn Juliet Seifert

0411 293 692  0413 676 963 0419 206 046

pnnb@optusnet.com.au      rgkohn@outlook.com jseifert@bigpond.net.au

Contact us ….... We’d love to hear from you!
Phone         (02) 9321 6300

Web            www.bnaibrith.org.au

Email          council@bbnsw.org.au


