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BBYO teens share worldwide 
Havdallah service on Zoom 



We are living in very uncertain 
times, this Covid-19 has taken a 
terrible toll on our lives, on social 
interactions, on the economies of 
the world, and has spared no one. 

All we can do is take heed of 
instructions from the Australian 

Government and get on with life as we best can - 
read all the books we’ve been planning to read for 
years, watch movies, play bridge and Scrabble on 
line. 

I suppose we’ll have to embrace a much slower 
way of life for the immediate future.

One of the biggest disappointments is the cancelling 
of Seders - such a shame for the kids, not to mention 
us grandparents.

It was fortunate that we managed to have (as it 
turned out) the last function at the Centre on Sunday, 
8th March. Jillian Segal AO, President ECAJ being 
interviewed by Josephine Brouard on International 
Womens’ Day.

It was very well supported by current and ex-
Womanpower members and a couple of the B’nai 
B’rith units. 

Jillian shared with us her progress in life, as she 
became a highly respected member of the business, 
philanthropic and Jewish community.

She acknowledged that she was always ready to 
study, work hard and that she received a lot of 
support from her family. 

She’s a lady who will always lead by example, and 
noted how she was encouraged, by being one of 
the founding members of Womanpower, to take a 
leading role in the community.

The B’nai B’rith Centre is closed for the time being, 
all functions for B’nai B’rith’and Courage to Care 
have been cancelled and as the Prime Minister has 
said, we WILL get through this.

Pesach Parcel deliveries, a number of people had 
to cancel for this coming Sunday, but Vivienne
put a call out on Jewish Facebook, and she had 
the most overwhelming response from people
stepping up to help. Over 20 people volunteered 
in just half an hour. How wonderful is that?

Wishing you all good health, much hand washing 
and a kosher Pesach.

Anna Marks OAM
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Anna Marks OAM
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

All functions are cancelled
 

until it is safe 

to resume activities.

MARCH /APRIL /MAY  
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SYDNEY MASADA

In my last report I said 
the year had not started 
off well because of the 
bushfires. Well you don’t 
need me to tell you that 
newer events have not 
made this year any better.

The coronavirus has 
obviously become a very big issue for all of us, 
especially as many of us are in the older age 
groups. Most of us have not found ourselves in 
this type of situation before.

In line with both Government and medical 
edicts relating to social distancing and the
shutting down of social organisations, BBANZ 
is unfortunately suspending all its advertised
functions until further notice. 

We must all practice social isolation so that we 
can get back to normalcy sooner rather than 
later.

We’ll soon be saying “why is this Pesach different 
to any other Pesach”? We all know the answer. 
However you spend your Pesach this year we 
hope it goes as well as possible for you.

Sue and I hope each and every one of you remain 
healthy and in good spirits. We must help each 
other when we can and we will overcome 
whatever is thrown at us.

David Samuels
President BBANZ
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PRESIDENT OF AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND
David Samuels
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT (ADU)
President Ernie Friedlander OAM

Dear Members

We are in unchartered waters 
with the Coronavirus – I 
believe that with the necessary 
restrictions we will move on 
and resume our normal life in 
the not-too-distant future.

Just bring you up to date:
• We had to suspend the preparation for 

the Changemakers Youth & Young Adults 
Achievement Awards.

• Same applies to Human Rights Address.
• We are not sure as yet whether we will have 

the prize giving for the Poster & Song Writing 
competitions scheduled for 17 June in NSW 
Parliament.

• 2 Harmony Walks were cancelled.

On a very sad note – IRWIN KURTZ, one of 
the founding members of our unit, passed away. 
He was an innovative, dedicated, decent and 
caring human being of the highest order. He 
was instrumental in working with me in the 
very successful Music Showcase. He also worked 
very closely with me as Hon Secretary, while I 
was President of NSW Council. He was also the 
first President of the North Shore Kadimah Unit. 
His spirit will always be with me and those that 
worked with him.

Also one of our new members, Bert Rosenberg 
is not well.

On the positive note, while there is life there 
is hope. We need to be ready to assist those in 
need as much as possible. Please contact me if I 
or B’nai B’rith can be of assistance. We all need 
help at times. This is what B’nai B’rith has always 
stood for.

Have an enjoyable Pesach.

Ernie
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AVIV 
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AVIV  
Co-Presidents  Ann Milch & John Roozendaal

AVIV will be 
postponing our 
AGM/Installation.  

The current 
committee has 
agreed to continue 
and we look forward 
to getting together 
as soon as it is safe 

again.  

Your social and cultural committees will be 
planning exciting events for this term, we 
hope to see all Aviv members participating and 
attending when we are able to have events.  We 
will let you know when that happens.

Warm Mazaltov to Elaine Bogan whose great 
nephew recently married in Canberra and to 
Vera and Henry Khedoori, Mazaltov on their 
grandson also getting married.

To all on the sick list, we wish you a speedy 
recovery and total wellbeing.   Wendy Cohen 
has been discharged from Yokohama hospital 
and is now back home.

A busy month in the Jewish calendar.
Erev Pesach is on Wednesday 8th April
8th day (Yizkor) Thursday 16th April
Yom Ha’Shoah Tuesday 21st April
Yom Ha’Zikaron Tuesday 28th April  
Yom Ha’Atzmaut Wednesday 29th April

Don’t forget to order your Entertainment Book 
from Louise Falk.  It is now available in a new 
format.   You no longer need the book as it is 
available on line a much easier way to handle 
and of course, it continues to have marvelous 
offers. 

Some of the Aviv Sisters attended the 
Womanpower Unit function for International 
Women’s Day.  Guest speaker was the very 
impressive Jillian Segal AO President of ECAJ.  
An amazing woman and an ideal representative 
for International Womens’ Day.  

Stay safe, keep well, follow the government 
guidelines and stay at home as much as possible.

Best wishes to all.

Ann Milch and PP John Roozendaal  
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BARGAIN BAZAAR
Report by Linda Reitzin

DONATIONS

Due to the outstanding success 
of our pop-up furniture shop, 
we have been able to allocate 
over $170,000 to both Jewish 
and non-Jewish causes. 

This is on top of the $10,000 
that we gave to the bushfire and drought appeals. 
A new recipient is the Australian Jewish Fertility 
Network that assists couples trying to start a family. 
B’nai B’rith projects, including Courage to Care 
and a new one for Womanpower called “Click and 
Connect”, have received $55,000. 

The pop-up shop continues to make healthy sales 
while the op shop takings have slowed so far this 
year. Maybe we should start selling toilet paper??

PARKING 

We knew that the Surry Hills development opposite 
the op shop was due to commence this year and 
in early February, we received a Notice to Quit by 
the end of July 2020. This means that the car park, 
where many volunteers leave their cars, will close.

 At the moment, we are canvassing those who drive, 
given that on-street parking will be limited in the 
area, to find out if they are still prepared to continue 
with their volunteering and either find alternative 
parking or use public transport. This will allow us to 
plan for a possible increase in the number of vacant 
shifts.  

COVID-19

As a temporary precaution, we have closed 
the Cleveland Street op shop. 

Linda Reitzin

Time on your hands?Time on your hands?
The Bargain Bazaar Charity Shop The Bargain Bazaar Charity Shop 

in Cleveland Street, Surry Hills in Cleveland Street, Surry Hills 

is looking for volunteersis looking for volunteers

Please contact Robert Kohn 0413 676 963Please contact Robert Kohn 0413 676 963

rgkohn@outlook.comrgkohn@outlook.com



B’nai B’rith Communicator February 2017 • 8 

SYDNEY MASADA
COURAGE TO CARE   
Chairman James Altman OAM

In last month’s newsletter, I 
referred to a special committee 
formed to look at ways of 
“upscaling” our operations to 
increase our audiences, both 
for the travelling exhibition 
and our school incursion 

programs. This committee is led by our Treasurer, 
Abie Greengarten, together with Juliet Seifert and 
Trevor Zabow.

At our March Board meeting, Abie reported 
on the work done so far. He outlined various 
scenarios for future development, ranging from a 
moderate level of upscaling to a “vision scenario”. 
Accompanying each scenario, the committee 
identified a series of project ideas to support 
the growth target, many utilising emerging 
technologies. Much of this would involve 
developing partnerships and relationships with 
other organisations and possibly government 
departments and universities. We are currently 
exploring two new initiatives along these lines.

Obviously, with the impact of the coronavirus, 
all our upcoming programs involving school 
incursions and our scheduled exhibition at the 
Whitlam Institute have had to go on hold; our 
fund-raising event scheduled for June this year 
has also been deferred. Despite the uncertainty, 
our enthusiastic staff – working from home – 
are continuing to look at longer-term avenues 
of accessing students, including on-line 
presentations.

We ae delighted to have received a very generous 
donation from BB Bargain Bazaar – significantly 
increased from the previous year. We thank 
Robert Kohn and the Directors of the Bargain 
Bazaar sincerely for their continuing support of 
our programs.

James Altman
Chair
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I hope you all had an 
enjoyable Purim. 

On Sunday 8 March, ten 
NSK members attended the 
function at the B’nai B’rith 
Centre commemorating In-
ternational Womens’ Day. 
Jillian Segal AO (President 
of ECAJ) was interviewed by 

Josephine Brouard (writer, editor and communi-
cations specialist). Jillian gave us an insight into 
her interesting upbringing from her immigration 
to Australia from South Africa as a young child, 
through her education , to her successful career 
as a lawyer, philanthropist, change-maker and 
Deputy Chancellor of UNSW. She excels in ev-
erything she does. 

Entertainment Book Membership. As men-
tioned in the last newsletter, this membership will 
now only be available in the digital form. Please 
contact Miriam Kluger if you are interested in 
purchasing one. This is a wonderful way of boost-
ing our fundraising efforts, as 20% of each sale is 
given to our Unit. 

Congratulations to Leonie and David Lippa on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Gabrielle. 

Future Functions. Due to the current situation, 
all future functions have been put on hold. 

Vale Irwin Kurtz (1929 – 2020) 

It is with great sadness we inform you of the pass-
ing of our esteemed honorary member, Irwin 
Kurtz. Irwin was the founding President of B’nai 
B’rith North Shore Unit from 1986 to 1988. Irwin 
was always conscious of the ideals of B’nai B’rith 
and instilled these beliefs in all members. He was 
instrumental, in 1988, in commencing our asso-
ciation with the Disabled Alternative Road Travel 
Service (DARTS), a project in which we are still 
active to this very day. 

We wish everyone good health during this pan-
demic crisis. 

Best wishes for a Chag Pesach Sameach to all. 

Kind regards, 

Guta Frydman

President NSK.

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH (NSK)
President Guta Frydman

B’nai B’rith Communicator  April 2020  Pg 9 



B’nai B’rith Communicator Month 2013 • 10 10

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Anna Marks OAM
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PROJECT MANAGER’S REPORTPROJECT MANAGER’S REPORT
Vivienne  Radomsky

The situation with 
Covid-19 has been 
changing so fast and we 
have had to postpone 
a lot of our events 
and programs for the 
moment.

As you are all probably 
aware, the B’nai B’rith 

Retirement Villages decided to close all future 
communal events in the villages. This meant 
we had to cancel a visit by Masada College to 
Kadimah Gardens mid-March as well as the 
BBYO teens visit to Princess Gardens which was 
meant to go ahead on 27 March. 

In the past years, Sydney Masada have enhanced 
these intergenerational visits just before Pesach 
with a box of Matzo gifted to each unit at the 
retirement villages. This year, I asked each of the 
B’nai B’rith  units to contribute $100 towards 
this endeavor and was able to order the matzo 
boxes early and deliver them to the villages who 
will distribute them. Thank you to all the Units, 
I am sure this small gesture will mean a lot to the 
village residents.

Our recently created BBYO teens had to 
postpone a post Shabbat disco evening that was 
organized for 14 March. We hope to hold this 
event later in the year. 

With venues closing down, it seems that the 
world is moving to online forums and I have 
been in contact with BBYO USA who invited us 
to be part of their online “BBYO on Demand” 
program. In a nutshell this is described as “an 
innovative online space with programming 
teens can tune into and enjoy from whatever 
time zone they’re in, as often as they’d like”. 

On Saturday night (21 March) three of our 
BBYO teens and I joined in BBYO’s first Virtual 
Worldwide Havdallah service run by BBYO in 
Melbourne. The kids got together at one of their 
houses and I joined in from my dining room. 
We tuned in through Zoom and were in contact 
with BBYO teens from all over the world. I only 
realized later that at 8.30pm for us it was in fact 
5.30am for the people in Washington and many 
other parts of USA. Needless to say, it was a lot of 

fun and so special to be part of something so big.

Ian Kendal, Vice President, Movement Strategy, 
BBYO International Office has asked me to invite 
our BB members to go online to the “BBYO on 
Demand” site and join in one of the sessions. 
Please see the link below.

 https://azabbg.bbyo.org/on-demand

Pesach Parcel delivery has been scheduled 
to go ahead with a strict driver information 
strategy put in place.  Parcels will be delivered 
to recipients’ doorsteps so there is no personal 
contact and social distancing can be maintained.

I am still hopeful that the ABC art exhibition 
with COA will be able to go ahead as scheduled 
on 28 June. With an enforced time in isolation, 
perhaps it’s a perfect time for people to get out 
their paints and pastels. If necessary, we can also 
hold this exhibition at a later time in the year. 

I am also pushing forward with the Wallenberg 
Portrait Competition and am thinking that the 
worst-case scenario is that we hold it later in the 
year or even next year. The portrait sessions have 
been also put on hold until further notice.

I would like to thank Robert Kohn and the 
Board of the Bargain Bazaar for once supporting 
B’nai B’rith NSW with a very generous donation 
towards our projects.

Wishing everyone a “Chag Pesach Sameach” and 
safe passage through these uncertain times.

Vivienne



 SYD EINFELD UNIT (SEU) 
 President Robert Erdos
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Our first official meeting 
for 2020 in February was 
an outstanding success. We 
invited three journalists; 
Amie Meehan (2GB) 
Georgina Windsor (The 
Australian) and Chris O’Keefe 
(Channel 9) to recount 

their views and experience in visiting Israel last 
year (courtesy of the Jewish Board of Deputies). 
We had an audience of 41 members and guests.  
Unfortunately, Chris O’Keefe fell ill,  and couldn’t 
come, but nevertheless submitted his input. Their 
talk was extremely interesting and informative.  
We enjoyed the special Israeli supper following 
the talk, prepared by Yvonne and Michael Shapiro 
with assistance from Chris Hill, Wendy Rosenthal 
and Veronica Erdos.

We had a very exciting program planned for the 
year. This included monthly shmooze gatherings, 
group walks, an outing to the Tram Museum, 
Pesach Matza picnic and games afternoons as 
well as the regular monthly meetings with many 
interesting speakers lined up. 

Then…. Along comes coronavirus!

Now everything had to change! Our whole world 
and our routine has been turned upside down. 
All direct social contact has been abandoned in 
the interest of keeping people, especially our age 
group, safe.

I have called an extraordinary online executive 
meeting to determine what we can do, possibly 
in online forums.  As soon as we have an online 
program, if we are to have one, you will be notified.

Until then, all I can say is have a Happy Pesach, if 
that is possible in isolated settings.

For your sake and the sake of your family and 
community, please stay self-isolated! Hug your 
grandchildren and loved ones via internet!

As a 40 year old remarked; “there was a time when 
my parents restricted me from going out! Now I 
am restricting my parents from going out!”

Sadly, our esteemed member, Gordon Ross, passed 
away recently at the magnificent age of 92. Until 
recently Gordon has been a very active member of 
SEU and we will miss his happy, smiling face at our 
meetings and events. 

We will publish the Eulogy from Gordon’s family 
in the next SEU newsletter. We wish Pamela and all 
of Gordon’s family “Long Life”.

In the meantime - stay healthy!

Robbie Erdos

President BBSEU
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SYD EINFELD
SYDNEY UNIT (1546)  President Eli Tal
Report by Tanya Fox
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The newly named Sydney Unit 
No. 1546 (Incorporated) held 
its first members meeting for 
2020 on Tuesday 25 February 
in the traditional way by 
inviting the Chief Rabbi of 
The Great Synagogue, Rabbi 
Ben Elton, as their guest 

speaker.   

Rabbi Elton treated the 36 guests to a repertoire of 
melodies sung by Chazans in synagogues dating 
back to the early 18th century in Odessa Russia 
and explained how progressively the wealthy Jews 
of Berlin introduced a western style of music. and 
the white robes worn by Chazans making it more 
dignified and melodious. 

Since the early 1800’s each country developed their 
own style and choirs had a more important role, 
introducing women into choirs in England, and 
the fusion of east and west and choral style music 
as the Chazan and the choir became partners.  
In 1986 synagogues in the UK became more 
traditional and excluded women, just as Rabbi 
Apple did back in 1974 at the Great Synagogue. 

There will not be any meetings for 
Sydney Unit until further notice.



On Sunday night 8th March, 
Womanpower celebrated 
International Womens’ Day. 

Our function was well attended 
and we were thrilled to be able 
to welcome Jillian Segal  AO as 
our guest speaker. Jillian was 
interviewed by Josephine Brouard, 

a journalist and author, who conducted the 
interview as a very casual chat which was great. 

Jillian spoke of her personal history coming to live 
in Australia as a child and growing up in Sydney. 

We were thrilled to be reminded that Jillian 
was one of the first people that Womanpower 
mentored when she began her communal career 
about 20 years previously. 

On a personal note, I was so pleased to be 
able to welcome some of the past presidents of 
Womanpower, A special mention was made of 
Susie Klein whose brainchild it was to establish 
Womanpower many years ago.   Jill took 
questions and before the closure of the meeting I 
presented them both with a special Womanpower 
mug which they loved!   An Israeli-type nosh 
was provided and all agreed that it was a lovely 
evening. 

We would like to thank Robert Kohn and the 
Board of  Bargain Bazaar for their generous 
support for the “Click and Connect Project”.  
Unfortunately this has been suspended until after 
the Covid-19 crises. 

Please note our AGM planned for the 29th March 
has been postponed until further notice.

Wishing everyone a “Chag Pesach Sameach”
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WOMANPOWER  UNIT (WPU)  President Nina Blair 
Report by Belinda Levy
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Leadership Letter
From the Desk of Charles Kaufman
President, B’nai B’rith International

March 18 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
We urge you again to heed the advice of medical officials in your communities to steer clear of the coronavirus. 
You cannot be too cautious in times like these. Meanwhile, this is a good time for future planning and assessment 
for improving how we do business.  
 
WHY GIVE TO B’NAI B’RITH? TAKE A LOOK 
BBI has just launched B’nai B’rith Impact, our new online publication that complements B’nai B’rith Magazine 
with a real focus on impact. Kudos to Andrea Cure, director of development and Sharon Bender, our VP of 
communications, archivist Cheryl Kempler, writer Kate Dolgenos and designers Simeon Montesa and Robyn 
Seemann for developing and producing this excellent new media concept. 
https://www.bnaibrith.org/bnaibrith-impact.html 
 
YEAR IN REVIEW, https://www.bnaibrith.org/2019-annual-report.html Read the impact B’nai B’rith made in 
2019 with the 41-page Annual Report. You’ll find this comprehensive report reflecting global activities on our 
website or by clicking the link above. And what a year it was, from bold programing at the Leadership Forum to 
our first Heritage Cities mission in Portugal, from the Denver Jewbilee to B’nai B’rith Connect conferences.  
 
BEFORE WE WERE GROUNDED 
B’nai B’rith organized or participated in two very historic trips recently. David Michaels and Alan Schneider 
led a group of diplomats on a trip to points in Rwanda; and Dan Mariaschin, Millie and Larry Magid, Richard 
Heideman and Seymour Reich participated in a Conference of Presidents trip to Israel and Saudi Arabia. Sadly, 
our Kakehashi trip was postponed because of the coronavirus, but the Japan Embassy is eager to reschedule the 
trip with our outstanding group. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
It’s safe to say that the coronavirus will not last forever. In July, our Heritage Cities missions, inaugurated last 
year with a groundbreaking trip to Lisbon, will gather in Kyiv, pending the resolution of travel restrictions. The 
dates of the mission are July 12-15. Historic visits to Babi Yar and centuries-old synagogues will mark another 
extraordinary embrace of our Jewish past. This will be an important trip.  
 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
The unfortunate pandemic gives B’nai B’rith and businesses an opportunity to evaluate how we do business. At the 
BBI executive level and no doubt with your own B’nai B’rith regional, district and lodge/unit boards, we should 
look at better utilizing technology to conduct meetings online. Many of our leaders have been recommending 
such meetings using Zoom and other online tools for at least a handful of years, but global attention to the virus 
has given us another reason to consider this strategy. I am on Zoom and would be pleased to “visit” your meetings 
virtually. 
 

                                                                                                                                                            ............................../2
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U.S. INITIATIVE 
This pause in our regular lives gives us more time to connect people closer to home. In the United States, this is 
an opportunity for our top leadership to contact our wonderfully loyal members around the country. Yes, we’ve 
neglected folks on the local front for other pleasures in life — travel to faraway destinations or visits family living 
away from the place they once called home. Recently, I have very enjoyed teleconferencing with two really active 
members in California — Gerald Magel and Morty Weishner, both from the Los Angeles area. Morty’s lodge 
continues to meet regularly and Gerald does amazing work with his lodge’s Bagel Brigade, which has blossomed 
into a community effort. Development director Andrea Cure is planning to work with them on a fundraising 
event that will boost this amazing program and B’nai B’rith International. If you want to collaborate with BBI on 
a fundraiser in your community, please let me know. 
 
THERE GOES THE JUDGE 
Judge Michael Rothschild just completed an extraordinary year as president of the Justice Unit in Fort Lauderdale. 
He proved what can be achieved when leaders commit to a worthy project or in this Unit’s case many worthy 
projects. The planning and work can be accomplished if well-defined tasks are delegated to men and women who 
follow through. Too often, people accept responsibility and figure someone else will step in and do the work. 
Perhaps they figure BBI is staffed to carry out tasks; or funds are available to hire someone to get things done. Our 
staff certainly can help, but committed volunteers, however, know how to find like-minded individuals to meet 
challenges and find or make the time to tackle big projects. Judge Rothschild’s leadership motivated an amazing 
group of men and women to accept responsibility and achieve amazing results. I was fortunate to share in the spirit 
of collaboration and teamwork a few weeks ago in Florida.  
 
Fraternally, 

Charles “Chuck” Kaufman 
President        www.bnaibrith.org 
B’nai B’rith International    ckaufman@bnaibrith.org 
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BB NSW Council Executives

President 1st Vice President Secretary
Anna Marks OAM Dorrit Mahemoff James Altman OAM

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au lendorr@bigpond.com james@altman.id.au

Councillor Councillor Past President Hon Treasurer
Eli Tal Belinda Levy Ivan Kaplan John Szabo

etal@designerrugs.com.au levy.belinda53@gmail.com ivan.kaplan@gmail.com john@szaboaccounting.com.au

PRESIDENTS
ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT AVIV LODGE                        AVIV LODGE

Ann Milch                                                     John Roozendaal
                        
amilch@bigpond.net.au                               jroozend@gmail.com                   

Ernie Friedlander OAM

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH SYD EINFELD UNIT B’NAI B’RITH SYDNEY UNIT 1546 
Guta Frydman Robert Erdos Eli Tal

Guta@dcworks.com.au seu3385@gmail.com etal@designerrugs.com.au

      

WOMANPOWER UNIT COURAGE TO CARE BARGAIN BAZAAR
Nina Blair                           James Altman OAM Robert Kohn

pnnb@optusnet.com.au james@altman.id.au rgkohn@outlook.com

Contact us ….... BB RETIREMENT VILLAGES
Phone         (02) 9321 6300 Henry Wirth

Web            www.bnaibrith.org.au

Email          council@bbnsw.org.au

P.O. Box 6126, UNSW Sydney, NSW 1466

hwirth@bbrv.org.au


