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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Anna Marks OAM

The Zoom meeting with Jeremy
Havardi was very successful, albeit
with some background noise
problems. As Jeremy had taken
over the meeting to show slides,
people had not muted themselves and there was a
lot of talk and clattering of knives and forks. I think
also people sometimes forget that they are sitting
in front of a camera and whatever they are doing is
there for all to see - such a pity as his presentation
was most interesting and well attended.
Our next Zoom meeting on Wednesday, 19th
August, 7.30pm will be a talk by Paul Brunton
OAM, Emeritus Curator of the State Library of
NSW who many of you have heard before. He will
speak to our book club and anyone else who would
like to log in, on Mathew Flinders’ voyage around
Australia. He is a most knowledgeable speaker and
an entertaining raconteur. Worth saving the date.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86794119891?pwd=W
TFLSC85ZHNBbC9nMEQ3dzhtUDhsdz09
Meeting ID: 867 9411 9891
Passcode: 911904
The B’nai B’rith Victoria Musical Showcase
committee invited us to participate in the
competition and I’m delighted to write that Josh
Zirwanda, James and Elaine Altman’s grandson,
will be playing in the contemporary piano section.
Good Luck Josh, from all of us at BBNSW.

Covid 19…. Our Honorary Treasurer, John Szabo
has applied for Job Keeper and business assistance
grants for BBNSW and to date we have received
over $50K to keep us going financially. It’s been
a tremendous help and I want to thank John for
looking after our interests so well.
Now for the best and most exciting news….
BBNSW will have the privilege of hosting an
exhibition to commemorate the 25th anniversary of
Yitzhak Rabin’s assassination. Eli Tal, through his
many contacts, brought this important exhibition
to B’nai B’rith.
It is being supported by the Israeli Government, a
local philanthropist Eitan Neishlos and the Rabin
Institute in Israel as well as the involvement of the
Rabin family.
It will be opening at the end of October 2020 and
running for 6 months. The theme of the exhibition
will be ‘Leadership and Democracy’ and the curator
will be also be working closely with Courage to
Care. We hope to attract a wide audience from
many parts of the community as well as schools
and service organisations in Sydney.
We felt it best to cancel the Gala Concert from the
Israel Philharmonic and the Aviv luncheon gettogethers. With the virus still very much around
and as we are of a ‘certain’ age, better not to take
any unnecessary chances for the time being. The
Centre is being cleaned Monday-Thursday and all
meetings are adhering to current social distancing
requirements, taking of temperatures and logging
of personal contact details.
Keep well and healthy,
Anna
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SYDNEY MASADA
David Samuels President
of
Australia/New Zealand

This last month has been a busy
month with an Executive Council
of Australia Jewry Meeting
(ECAJ), our Board of Governors
Meeting (BOG), numerous Zoom
Speakers and events and a special
meeting between BBUK and BBANZ about where
we go from here.
ECAJ remains concerned about the rise of antisemitism not only here but around the world. Our
International President, Chuck Kaufman, recently
sent an e-mail asking us all to take the following
pledge: “This is no time to be indifferent. Remind
yourself I will not remain silent in the face of
todays hate”.
It was also revealed at the meeting that the Israeli
Ambassador to Australia will be retiring shortly
and a farewell via Zoom is being planned for early
August. Since that time several of us on behalf
of all Australian B’nai B’rith members have been
invited to attend.

Don’t hesitate to let us know if you would like us to
continue with these speakers on weekdays.Perhaps
the most important meeting we had over this last
month was between the leaders of B’nai B’rith in
the UK and in Victoria, New South Wales and
New Zealand. It is no secret that the Membership
of B’nai B’rith in both Australia and the UK has
greatly declined over the last 20 years.
A Zoom meeting was held to discuss each others
future plans, especially regarding a Jewish Culture
and Heritage Projects. The meeting was well
attended on both sides of the world with a lot of
fruitful discussions.
Again if you have any thoughts or comments on
how B’nai B’rith can prepare for the future, please
don’t hesitate to let me or Anna know.
With everything starting to look bad again with
the virus, I hope you all stay safe and well.
David Samuels
President BBANZ

Also over the past month, largely due to Anna
Marks and her team, we had two interesting
speakers which were well attended by many
members of BBANZ. The first was Alex Ryvchin,
ECAJ Co-CEO who spoke largely on the history
of Zionism and the last speaker was a prominent
member of BBUK who spoke on Churchill and the
Jews. Both talks were extremely interesting.
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT
(ADU)
President Ernie Friedlander OAM
Dear Members
Personally I was sidelined for 2
weeks following a bad reaction to
new medication, ending up in hospital and am
now slowly bouncing back.
On the positive note, our NSW President, Anna
Marks OAM, is very keen to have our “Without
Prejudice – Towards a Harmonious Society”
book updated. We also had this in mind back in
November and will now combine our efforts to
make it happen.
You may recall we updated this book in 2010 and
launched it at NSW Parliament House. It was
written by Peta Pellach Jones and is still being used
by some teachers in NSW schools. It was written
predominantly for students in years 5 & 6 and
possibly 7 & 8 as an interaction between student
and teachers. Presently we need to address the
issues of prejudice and discrimination urgently.
The current climate lends itself to it. I hope to
have a second book written aimed at Universities,
Councils and Communities.

Regional Junior Winner -Enfield Public School

Regional Senior Winner - Sydney Girls High

Current State of Affairs
It is good to see activities being held on Zoom.
Executing caution but getting on with life.
Seeing BBYO developing and Vivienne’s efforts
paying off.
Here are a few of the 2020 outstanding
Harmony Posters:
Your comments and input would be greatly
appreciated. In the meantime keep well and safe.

State Senior Winner - Hornsby Girls High

Ernie
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AVIV LODGE
Co-Presidents
Ann Milch &
John Roozendaal
We hope you are all keeping well and it looks
like the quarantine period is easing. It is hard to
believe that half the year is over and Tisha B’Av,
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur will be shortly
with us.
We are fortunate to belong to Lodge Aviv and
in our small way, have raised funds over many
years, enjoyed each other’s company, held
interesting talks, events, theatre groups, picnics
and much, much more. It is important that we
continue to support and attend events for which
our committee has worked diligently to ensure a
good result.
Please note our dear sister Eve Visontay’s z’l
consecration will be held tentatively at 10am on
Sunday 9th August, 2020 at Macquarie Park.
Leah Shelton’s only brother passed away a few
weeks ago and we wish her and family long life.
It is with great sadness that we advise another of
our Aviv members has passed away. We extend
to dear Ellis Jacobs and family our wishes they
experience no more pain since the loss of their
darling Lea. Now for good news: Leah Shelton
has recently been presented with her 12th great
grandchild. Googie is not far behind with 11
great grandchildren.

Ofira will be “enjoying” a short break at St Vincents
Hospital when she will have a knee replacement.
By request, no visits as she prefers family only.
We wish her a total and speedy recovery. Ernie
also had a 2-day stay at St Vincents Hospital but
is now getting better under his personal nurse
Lea’s care. Ernie, we wish you a full and total
recovery. Diana Burman had a stay in hospital as
well and we are pleased to learn she is now back
home.
The Bargain Bazaar furniture store, across the
road from the regular Surry Hills clothing op
shop is doing tremendously well and is seeking
volunteers. If you can help, please contact Robert
Kohn 0413 676 963.
Our annual ABC Art Show has been postponed
till 22nd November.
Our Hon Treasurer, Ralph Hirst had declared
there will be no fees for this year but we are
urging everyone to support the coming social
events being planned.
Our 17th August 2020 meeting will be the Barry
Milch Memorial Lecture. It will be given by Eric
Roozendaal CEO of Magen David Adom and
the annual donation will be given to MDA. At
this meeting we will hold a memorial service for
Helen Freed z’l, Brian Littler z’l, Alan Solomon
z’l and Lea Jacobs z’l.
There will be no meeting in September because
of the Yomtovim.
Kind regards
Ann & John
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BARGAIN BAZAAR
Report by Linda Reitzin
CLEVELAND STREET SHOP

After many hours of hard work in the Cleveland
St shop by a few dedicated volunteers making the
premises clean, stocking the racks with winter
clothing, setting up for social distancing and
replenishing the shelves, our op shop opened for
business on July 6.
Our regular customers were delighted and
welcomed us back. Business was extremely brisk for
the first week with winter clothing being the main
attraction. Donations are coming in from regular
sources and we have two ladies sorting stuff at the
back of the shop instead of the usual four.
Many volunteers are still not ready to come back,
being cautious about contracting the virus but
others are making up the shortfall.

BARGAIN BAZAAR
CHARITY SHOP
is back in business
- post COVID-19
S H O P R E O P E N I N G O N M O ND AY 1 JU N E
2 02 0
NO W C O L L E C T IN G F U R N I T U RE A N D
H O U S E H O L D IT E M S
A L L P R O C E E D S T O S U P PO R T JE W I S H A N D
LOCAL CHARITIES

RI NG ROB ERT O N 04 13 67 6 9 6 3

VILLAGE FURNITURE SHOP
The sales in the furniture shop continue to exceed
expectations and Robert is having to restock on a
regular basis. Fortunately there are enough donors
available to meet demand. We have had donations
of new rugs from a well-known retailer, several
paintings by one artist, some beautiful decorative
mirrors, a leaf blower, a collection of small potted
succulents and an unusual Balinese timber chest.
We have a volunteer who is a whiz at repairs. He
has set up a corner of the shop with a workbench
and tools and comes in three times a week to fix
items that need attention. His contribution is
greatly appreciated, as he adds value to the pieces of
furniture that he repairs.

Time on your hands?
The Bargain Bazaar Charity Shop
in Cleveland Street, Surry Hills
is looking for volunteers
Please contact

We also have a volunteer who is on the roster four
full days a week. She is very happy to contribute her
time in this way and her efforts are also appreciated.

Robert Kohn 0413 676 963

Of course Robert is there every day to shmooze with
the customers and negotiate a sale when necessary.

rgkohn@outlook.com

Linda Reitzin
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COURAGE TO CARE
Kathy Sharp
Vice Chair
Another month has flown by
under Covid restrictions. Let’s
hope that NSW can again stem
the tide of virus transmission
and that we do not need to go back to the way
things were in March, April and May.
My thoughts go out to all Victorians and wish
them well whilst they continue their fight against
this insidious pandemic. None of us can afford
to become complacent and believe that it’s over
yet. We must remain vigilant in following all the
required procedures that Health Departments
and Government ask of us.
Having said that, Courage to Care continues to
forge ahead even though we have had to cancel
Classroom and Exhibition Programs scheduled
this year.
I believe that the next 6 months provide an
amazing opportunity for us to develop a
different and complementary way of delivering
the Courage to Care message to students of
encouraging them to become Upstanders against
prejudice, racism, discrimination, bullying and
anti-semitism.

Another important objective is to provide
opportunities for young people to exhibit
resilience during this stressful period we are all
living through.
Courage to Care now hopes to further
develop more online content for students
and teachers. This would extend our reach to
far more participants than could be reached
with our usual exhibitions and in-classroom
presentations.
For example, online Courage to Care would be
available to students in the Northern Territory,
Tasmania, New Zealand, outback Australia etc.
- in other words, to students and teachers in
places where we could not physically present in
person. New technologies will enable my Board
to think BIG if we wish to continue to be relevant
and successful into the future.
Our plans will become clearer over the next
couple of months. We have scheduled our AGM
for Sunday, 8th November. Hopefully we will all
be able to meet in the auditorium at B’nai B’rith
and hear about Courage to Care’s exciting plans.
Kathy Sharp
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NORTH SHORE KADIMAH
(NSK)

President Guta Frydman
Dear Members and Friends,
It is now the month of August
with Covid-19 cases on the
increase in Melbourne.
On the 12th July we had a very interesting Zoom
presentation by Peter Nash speaking about his
family’s migration from Germany to China in
1939 and their life in Shanghai. It is clear that no
matter where they are, the Jews will always try to
survive.
Thank you again to Marsha for hosting this
meeting.

On 30th August we will hold our AGM. Nomination
forms will be sent out soon. Please consider taking
on an executive position, as we would appreciate
your input. If Covid-19 restrictions allow us, we
will hold the AGM at the home of Sharon and
Martin Dobson followed by a lunch, otherwise we
will hold it as a Zoom meeting.
Our proposed weekend away in Bowral from 11th
- 13th September needs to be confirmed.
The Entertainment membership can be taken out
for 1 or 2 years, starting at any time. Please contact
Miriam Kluger if you have any queries.
Stay well and safe,
Kind regards,
Guta Frydman,
President NSK Unit
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SYDPROJECT
EINFELD
MANAGER’S
REPORT

Vivienne Radomsky
In the two-week holiday period,
we ran our mosaic workshop
twice. This was because the first
workshop advertised filled up so quickly, I had to
run a second one. The kids loved the activity of
breaking up tiles with a hammer and sticking the
pieces onto their boards to create their designs.
When it came to the messy part of grouting their
artworks, they learned the art of cleaning up,
apparently not so much fun.
They were however spoiled by Jenny who baked
cupcakes and provided different-coloured icings
and toppings for them to decorate and eat. The
sugar rush afterwards was interesting to say the
least. It was lovely to have our youth officer Ella
Grinberg back on track, the kids always enjoy being
around her. We were also fortunate to have a few
volunteers helping: Jennifer Herman who often
attends our Womanpower events; Devan Bloch
and Amy Forman from our BBYO executive, who
have attended Kids Club many times.

On 16 July I attended BBYO’s first face-toface activity. Adamama, Sydney’s Jewish Urban
Educational farm, has been set up by Shalom
Program Manager Mitch Burnie, who took us on a
journey of Jewish agricultural discovery.

The farm is situated at White City and is growing
in popularity among young people. Mitch spoke
to the teens about the concept of sustainable
living and mindful consumption. As described
by Wikipedia, sustainable living is a lifestyle that
attempts to reduce an individual’s or society’s use
of the Earth’s natural resources and one’s personal
resources.
To highlight his point, Mitch asked the kids to make
a list of everything they had made use of that day.
They then discussed one particular item we all use
twice a day, a toothbrush, and traced its process of
manufacture – every possible activity and product
that goes into creating said toothbrush and getting
it to the user. It was an interesting and thoughtful
activity.
The kids learned how to build a bonfire and we
had fun toasting marshmallows and eating lunch
around the fire. It was a fantastic day in spite of the
intermittent showers and abundance of mud.
The Wallenberg Portrait Competition is still on
track. As part of this initiative, artist Gillian Hodes
has been creating a bust of our very own Ernie
Friedlander OAM. Gillian arrived at the centre
with a large chunk of clay and has so far spent a
few mornings with Ernie, talking and sculpting.
Its been a lot of fun watching the process and the
item is starting to look like Ernie.

Wishing everyone a safe journey to the end of
July. Here’s hoping that we will have a Covid
-free August so we can continue with B’nai B’rith
programs.
Vivienne
B’nai B’rith Communicator
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Februray

SYD
EINFELD
B’NAI
B’RITH YOUTH

ORGANISATION (BBYO)
President Devan Bloch
Report by Meital Gertel
Secretary

This month BBYO planned and organised an
event with Adamama, Sydney’s Jewish Urban
Educational farm. It was our first face to face event
this year, held on Thursday, 16th of July.
Mitch Burnie Shalom’s Program Manager, gave
us a few plants while we tried to guess what they
were. We then helped out with a bit of work and
collected sticks to make a bonfire. After a few
roasted marshmallows and lunch, we had a chat
about mindful consumption. Mitch discussed the
journey of a toothbrush, all the things that need to
be done for it to arrive at the shops.
It was a really great day and a successful event
which everyone enjoyed.
We are excited to continue events with BBYO
Melbourne and America, as well as have an event
with BBYO South Africa. Overall, this has been a
month of planning and having our first face to face
event this winter.
We hope we will be able to have many more events
like these soon.
Meital Gertel
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SYDSYD
EINFELD
EINFELD UNIT
(SEU)

President Robert Erdos
Hello Everyone,
On the 19th of July, we held our
“Train Your Brain” exercise
session conducted by Denise Luboff. Denise had
some very interesting exercises; having to make up
words or names from various clues.
This was designed for a face to face meeting and
unfortunately, the ZOOM session didn’t lend itself
to it too well and was a bit chaotic. Nevertheless,
I think most people enjoyed the session with 29
screens joining, (mostly 2 people per screen).
Should you wish to see the video, the link is:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1ngrCnj7qtDxGMXRiuJNiGz-9IcgMQG1Y/
view?usp=drive_web

Wave 2 of Covid 19 has seriously affected
Melbourne, and many of us have families and
friends down there. The virus is spreading in
NSW too, so we are not yet clear whether we will
have a face to face meeting at the Centre as well as
ZOOM, or only ZOOM. In any case we are limited
to only 31 people in the main hall in the Centre.
The ZOOM details are below.
Time: Aug 16, 2020 02:30 PM Canberra,
Melbourne, Sydney
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82241555932?pwd=a
GhnMyt1ai9TVlhUQmxLVzdZbzlyZz09
Meeting ID: 822 4155 5932
Passcode: 156950
I would like to invite as many of our B’nai B’rith
members as possible and I would like to extend
a special invitation to all the Presidents in B’nai
B’rith as this meeting will also be our AGM, held
just prior to David Sharma speaking, which will
include the installation of our executive team by
David Samuels.
It might also interest you to note, that in addition
we may be organising regular games afternoons at
the Centre, starting on the 30th August at 2.30pm
again subject to virus conditions allowing this and
limited to a maximum of 31 people.
Meanwhile Stay Safe and Happy,

The next general meeting will be on 16th August
and should be extremely interesting with our guest
speaker Dave Sharma MP (member for Wentworth
and
former ambassador to Israel). He will
be speaking about his experience as ambassador
in Israel as well as current affairs in Canberra.
This will be particularly timely, given the current
Covid-19 predicament.

Robert Erdos
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SYDSYDNEY
EINFELD
UNIT 1546
President Eli Tal

Report by Anna Marks OAM
It is a great shame we could not
have the July meeting owing to
the resurgence of the rotten virus, but better safe
than sorry, especially for people of a ‘certain’ age!
However I wanted to share this wonderful bit of
news with you. Your President, Eli Tal through his
contacts with people in Israel, the Israeli Embassy
in Canberra and a local philanthropist, Eitan
Neishlos has secured an exhibition to be shown at
the B’nai B’rith Centre.
The exhibition is to commemorate the 25th
Anniversary of the Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin,
and will be running for 6 months from the end of
October.
Please see the letters of congratulations we received
from B’nai B’rith International President, Chuck
Kaufman and CEO Dan Mariaschin.
Anna

On Jul 21, 2020, at 8:15 AM, Charles Kaufman
wrote:
Dear Anna,
I’m delighted to learn that BBNSW will be bringing
the important Rabin Project exhibition to Australia.
It’s hard to believe that 25 years have passed since the
tragic shooting of one of Israel’s most monumental
peacemakers.
Many thanks, too, for the generosity and leadership
of Eitan Neishlos. Courage to Care remains in
excellent hands. Yasher Koach.
I look forward to learning more about the outstanding
events you, David and Morris no doubt will have
surrounding the exhibition and the ongoing work of
Courage to Care.
Very best wishes and good health to you all.
Chuck

From: Dan Mariaschin
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2020 2:27 AM
Subject: Re: Rabin Project
Anna:
So pleased to hear this. Rabin was a giant, and
for a new generation, it is extremely important to
perpetuate his memory and accomplishments.
Congrats on sponsoring this program!
Encouraging to hear, too, about the Courage to
Care program.
Hoping you are safe and well.
Warm regards from Michal and me,
Dan
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WOMANPOWER UNIT (WPU)
President Nina Blair
Womanpower has decided to
take a different approach to the
forthcoming months. We want to
provide fun and stress free activities
for women in our community. Our
first ininiative will be a mosaic workshop run over
3 sessions, beginning on Tuesday 11th August
from 7.00-9.30pm at B’nai B’rith Centre. We will
experience hands on making something unique
for ourselves and family . Cost $20 each session.
Nina
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SYD B’nai
EINFELD
B’rith Victoria
President Benny Monheit
The Philosophers amongst us
The Bnai Brith Bernard Lustig
Scholarship is awarded each year
for outstanding university students to help them
pursue their postgraduate studies. One of last
years’ winners was Yonatan Genende who is now
studying at Oxford University. He wrote to Paul
Garner ( who chairs the committee) to express his
thanks and stated:
“I’m particularly grateful to you for your ongoing
support at a time like this—a period of great uncertainty for everyone, but also the humanities itself,
when funding is increasingly hard to secure.
Times like this highlight the value of the humanities:
when people have time to reflect on what matters,
and where our basic assumptions relating to work,
the economy, politics and social life demand a rethink. Philosophy deals with these issues with a rigor
and breadth that is vital, and has much to contribute. I hope to be able to use this knowledge … in my
own way… to contribute to some of the challenges
we will face”.
Wise words from our young philosophy student.
We saw an excellent example of philosophy in action at our Speakers Forum last month when the
internationally famous Professor Peter Singer addressed us on the ethics of effective altruism. He
spoke on donations being spent wisely where they
can have the greatest impact – which happens
to be in projects to help poor people like those
in Sub-Sahara Africa. In response to a question
from chair Peter Schattner on whether we should
also give to the poor in Israel, Singer responded
that as a philosopher we felt that Israel was rich
enough to support its own relatively poor people
and money is better spent on helping the desperately poor by preventing deadly diseases like malaria which is cheap and effective to do. I know
this comment caused a lot of discussion after the
meeting, but it made us all think about how we
make decisions on difficult issues and what values
we give priority to.
As part of our organisation’s planning process for
the future we researched what B’nai B’rith is doing
in other countries. We found out that the priorities of BB around the world are quite variable as
shown in the summary below:

BB France – fighting widespread antisemitism in
Europe and the anti Israel lobby. Involved in Jewish Culture and Heritage education for the general
public
BB Israel - approximately 70 lodges, organized
into regional councils. Each lodge plans its own
activities, some include: helping schools, kindergartens, hospitals’ clubs for the blind, and recent
immigrants; delivering food and clothes to needy
people
BB UK – Supports charities in UK, Israel and
Ukraine. Promotes Heritage and Culture activities
We had a 90 minute Zoom session with the BB
UK leaders earlier this month (led by their President Alan Miller) where we found out that , like
us, they also battling with declining membership
numbers and needing to adapt to changing times.
We learnt about their education programs and explored ‘what works’ in our two jurisdictions. Both
groups felt at the end of the Zoom meeting ..” That
we now know that we are not alone!”
In the short term the prime role for us all is to get
through this COVID pandemic period by staying
safe and supporting each other. We want each
member to know that they are an important part
of our BB family and of our Jewish community.
This sense of belonging is important for our own
physical and mental health.
By next year we hope to be able to start expanding
our programs, esp those aimed at active people in
their 50s and over, who want to contribute to their
community. We plan to get greater professional
input into running BBVic and focus on our community services as well as meeting the growing interest for education of Jewish culture and heritage
within the Jewish community in Melbourne.
We have had this past month a sad time of losing
three of our stalwart members who have each
made enormous contributions to Bnai Brith over
many decades. We mourn Eva Rathner OAM, Ben
Alexander OAM and Past President Sol Bud. May
their memory be a blessing.
Benny

BB USA – Fighting anti Semitism and “defending
Israel on the world stage”. Also focus on providing
housing for the elderly.
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SYD
EINFELD
MEDIA
RELEASE-

written by Dr Paul
Gardner. Published in Australian Jewish
News -Community Showcase supplement
26 June 2020
BBVic ZOOMS IN 2020

The pandemic was in no one’s mind when, already last
year, B’nai B’rith Victoria’s leadership began planning its
75th anniversary celebrations. The gala dinner planned for
mid-year has now been postponed to December.
In the meantime, the organisation, like many other
community groups, has learned to adapt.
Its office at Beth Weizmann has been closed. (But the
pandemic coincided with extensive building operations
which would have caused temporary shifts anyway.)
BBVic’s president, Dr Benny Monheit and executive
development officer Frances Stiglec have been managing
the organisation from their homes.
A BB Support Network was created. Jack Aghion, coordinating with Welfare Officers in each BB group, assists
members (and non-members as well) with grocery
shopping, picking up medication, fixing computer
problems, and learning how to use social media. BBVic
member Helen Heimann made face masks for the residents
of the BB Parents Home as well as for other members of
the community. Sometimes little actions help. One elderly
member’s phone wasn’t working. Easily fixed: it wasn’t
plugged in properly. Another’s can opener had broken. A
replacement was provided.
BB is a major international organisation, represented
at United Nations level. At national and regional level
it runs major projects. In Victoria, Courage to Care was
initiated by BBVic and is still supported by it. Although
visits to schools to present its anti-racism program were
naturally suspended during the lockdown period, on-line
communication with its large team of volunteers continued
unabated.
The numerous pumping hearts of the organisation are
however located at the grass-roots, within the groups that
meet regularly and engage in social, cultural, educational
and community service activities.
The pandemic brought most of that to a crunching stop.
But not all of it.
The leadership reacted quickly. ‘Zoom’ might well become
the most widely used new term of 2020. Although B’nai
B’rith in Victoria might be 75 years old, it’s nevertheless a
21st century organisation.
In past years, BBVic has hosted district triennial
conventions at which the BB international president was
a keynote speaker. In a historic first last month, BBI
president Charles Kaufman zoomed in to a regular grassroots meeting of Victorian members. He was remarkably
alert, considering it was 4.30 am in the United States at the
time. BBANZ president David Samuels also participated,
equally alert. But that’s not unexpected: he was in Sydney.

This meeting opened with a Memorial Service honouring
the late Emeritus Professor Louis Waller AO, who among
his many involvements in the Jewish and wider community
served as chairman of the Victorian B’nai B’rith Council
and as President of the B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation
Commission’s Council of Advisers. Professor Waller’s
widow and children, some in Melbourne and some in
Israel, took part in the service.
Later in the meeting, Garry Fabian, former BBVic chair and
currently president of BB Melbourne-Mitzvah, reflected on
the 75 year history of the organisation in Victoria.
Afterwards, BBI President Kaufman wrote to Dr Monheit:
“Congratulations, Benny, on an outstanding Zoom meeting
today. Yasher koach to Ian Waller and the entire Waller
family for the wonderful memorial to their patriarch, Louis
Waller. Paul Gardner’s discussion of his book, The Unsung
Family Hero, was fascinating, and I enjoyed learning about
all of your lodge/unit activities, particularly your efforts in
saving lives during this pandemic. Great seeing wonderful
friends.”
Numerous other Zoom events have been introduced to
unlock the lockdown (virtually of course). BB member
Leon Nissen, a boxer in his younger days, knows about
physical fitness – he’s had it bashed into him – and offers an
exercise class. BB Ramblers, which usually arranges regular
hikes in the countryside or around parts of town, ran a Get
on Track Challenge. (Real life outdoor hikes are planned
for June.) A BB book club continued to meet on Zoom.
BB’s Youth Art Competition – celebrating its 25th
anniversary this year – is continuing its operations, and
has invited upcoming young artists to submit photographs
of their work. BB Showcase, fostering the talents of young
musicians, is negotiating with a professional firm to run an
on-line competition this year.
BB Akiba’s Zoom meeting
Three times a year, BBVic organises a Speakers Forum. The
July meeting, with prominent philosopher Professor Peter
Singer AC discussing the idea of altruism, will go ahead as
planned: but as a Zoom session.
Dr Monheit commented that the hardest challenge during
the past two months was the cessation of group meetings
during the lockdown period. “BBVic thrives on meetings
to organise projects and community activities”, he said. “It’s
been a feeling of loss for many of our members to not have
these opportunities for social interaction. However our
members have dealt with these restrictions with amazing
fortitude and grace. I am very proud of them.”
BB veteran Dr Paul Gardner, whose long-planned April
launch of his book had to be postponed indefinitely, has
been talking about the book in four Zoom sessions during
the past month, to B’nai B’rith and other organisations. He
summed up the experience in his best German-flavoured
Yiddish: “Ich bin oyzgezoomt!”
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Courage to Care Special Zoom Event
Join us on the 9th August 2020
for an afternoon with

Egon Sonnenschein
When: Sunday 9th August 2020
Where: Zoom
Time: 2pm-3.30pm
RSVP: anna@couragetocare.com.au - For Meeting ID & Password

Hear Egon’s Story of Survival
“When Nazi Germany attacked Yugoslavia I was ten and a half
years old. I saw terrible atrocities. This affected me greatly. I
moved to many countries to survive. The will to live is so strong,
that it is difficult to describe. It also made me determined to
succeed later in life. I had many narrow escapes and am lucky to
be alive, thanks to people who had the courage to care and
endangered their and their families’ lives, to help us.”
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B’nai B’rith
Syd Einfeld Unit 3385

B‘nai B’rith Centre, 17
Barker Street, Kensington

Annual General Meeting
and election of SEU Executive 2020 - 2021
Sunday, 16th August
2.30 pm
Guest Speaker
Dave Sharma MP

Details of venue to come.
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THE
WALLENBERG PORTRAIT COMPETITION
Engaging Jewish Artists
This competition invites you to find a
remarkable person, research their
life and create their portrait
emphasizing what inspires you about
their story.
Media: Traditional drawing materials
including, paint, pencil, graphite, ink,
water colours and oil paints,
acrylic paints, etchings, lithographs,
silkscreens, mixed media and
sculpture.
Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish
Diplomat in Hungary in 1944,
used his diplomatic status to
rescue 30,000 Jews living in
Budapest from the Holocaust.

Categories:
• Primary School Years 5-6
• High School Years 7-12
• Adult 18+
Entry forms: in by 12 October 2020
Prize Giving: 29 November 2020

To further enhance your experience, portrait classes in different
media will be held throughout the year at the B’nai B’rith Centre
with a sitter and teacher.
To find out more
email: vivienne.radomsky@bbnsw.org.au
or call the B’nai B’rith office on 9321 6307
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A Call to Jewish Artists
B’nai B’rith NSW and COA Sydney present a joint exhibition of works by Jewish artists.

You have been contacted because we hope you may be interested in participating.
Title of the Exhibition:

ABC Community Exhibition 2020

Date and Venue:

Sunday 22 November – Sunday 29 November 2020
B’nai B’rith Centre, Barker Street, Kensington UNSW (Opposite McDonald’s)

Sales:

Commission of 25% on sold works

Jewish Artists are invited to submit artworks based on the following criteria:
Conditions of Entry
1. An application must be completed. The applications will be available from late February; at B’nai B’rith and COA
Centres, or on B’nai B’rith and COA websites and face book pages, or by emailing the contacts below.
2. Applications must be submitted digitally, preferably by email, images in JPEG format with each image no larger than
2MB. Entries must include a full description of each work – artist, title, date, medium, size, and price.
3. Each artist can submit up to four works, but a maximum of two will be chosen to exhibit.
4. Works larger than 200 x 200 cm will not be accepted.
5. Entries will be assessed for inclusion by a selection panel comprising a curator and an artist.
6. Entry fee of $25 per artwork selected – a maximum of two works will be selected.
7. Works in the following media are welcomed - paintings, sculptures, ceramics, prints, pastels, watercolours and
photographs. Works on paper and photographs should be framed or mounted. Framed works and paintings must
be ready to hang; those without a method of hanging will not be accepted.
8. Time Frame:
 Submissions due:
Friday 16 October 2020
 Delivery of artwork: B’nai B’rith – Tue 17, Wed 18 November 2020, 10am – 5pm
 Artwork collection: B’nai B’rith – Mon 30 November & Tues 1 December 2020, 10am – 5pm
Enquiries:
B’nai B’rith NSW:
COA Sydney:

Vivienne Radomsky
Sandy Matrai
Sabina Kovadlo

tel: 02) 9321 6307
tel: 02) 9389 0035
tel: 02) 9389 0035

e: vivienne.radomsky@bbnsw.org.au
e: s.matrai@coasydney.org
e: operations@coasydney.org

An initiative of B’nai B’rith NSW and COA Sydney
www.bnaibrith.org.au
www.coasydney.org
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BB NSW Council Executives
President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President

Secretary

Anna Marks OAM

Dorrit Mahemoff

Janine Zimbler

James Altman OAM

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au

lendorr@bigpond.com

janinezimbler@gmail.com

james@altman.id.au

Councillor

Councillor

Past President

Hon Treasurer

Eli Tal

Belinda Levy

Ivan Kaplan

John Szabo

etal@designerrugs.com.au

levy.belinda53@gmail.com

ivan.kaplan@gmail.com

john@szaboaccounting.com.au

PRESIDENTS

ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT

AVIV LODGE

AVIV LODGE

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH

SYD EINFELD UNIT

B’NAI B’RITH SYDNEY UNIT 1546

Guta Frydman

Robert Erdos

Eli Tal

Guta@dcworks.com.au

seu3385@gmail.com

etal@designerrugs.com.au

WOMANPOWER UNIT

COURAGE TO CARE

BARGAIN BAZAAR

Nina Blair

James Altman OAM

Robert Kohn

pnnb@optusnet.com.au

james@altman.id.au

rgkohn@outlook.com

Contact us

B’nai B’rith Centre

BB RETIREMENT VILLAGES

Phone

Dorrit Mahemoff

Henry Wirth

lendorr@bigpond.com

hwirth@bbrv.org.au

Ernie Friedlander OAM

Ann Milch
amilch@bigpond.net.au

John Roozendaal
jroozend@gmail.com

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

(02) 9321 6300

Monday - Thursday 9am - 3pm
Email
council@bbnsw.org.au
P.O. Box 6126, UNSW Sydney, NSW 1466
Web
www.bnaibrith.org.au
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