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  COVID

    STOP THE                 SPREAD!

      STAY AT                    HOME!

                     
      GET               VACCINATED!



Anna Marks OAM

President
Covid 19, here we are, all in 
suspended animation, much like a 
frozen TV screen, or Sleeping Beauty 
waiting for her Prince…. perhaps he 
has some more of the vaccine hidden 

about his person.

However on a more realistic note, although there 
is not a lot to report, on financial matters, I am 
pleased that the Flood Appeal for NSW raised 
$10,400 and it was remitted to the Australian 
Lions Federation for disbursement to those most 
affected.

We have received a $20,000 bequest in the will of 
a Mrs Hershcovici.   She used to be a member of 
Sydney Women’s Chapter and by all accounts from 
Jean Lederer and Marie Manstoff  who remember 
her,  she was a lovely lady. The bequest was divided 
equally  between BBANZ and BBNSW as the will 
referred to BB Australia. 

So please note - if you wish to make a bequest, 
make sure you have absolutely the correct name of 
the entity recorded in your will. In this instance it 
should read B’nai B’rith NSW Inc.

North Shore Kadima Unit has made a generous 
donation of $250 to the Israel Commission, as have 
Aviv, Syd Einfeld and Womanpower. So far $3,850 
has  been raised. I am hoping that Sydney Unit 
1546 and ADU will also contribute to the cause. 
We still have the raffle tickets and marmalades to 
sell, but that will have to wait till post-lockdown.

A Zoom meeting was held with Ellana Aarons, 
CEO of BB Victoria, who is very keen to upgrade 
the B’nai B’rith website. Also at the meeting 
were Benny Monheit, BB Victoria President, Sue  
Samuels, Janine Zimbler, Vivienne Radomsky, 
Vardit Sacks Davis, the current webmaster and 
myself. Janine and Viv had some difficulty during 
the meeting as an electricity blackout was affecting 
their whole area but they carried on bravely via  
their  mobiles. We discussed the different needs of 
Melbourne and Sydney and how to create a website 
that would meet current standards expected from 
a vibrant and forward-looking organisation.

I attended a Zoom meeting organised by 
Womanpower with guest Joanne Fedler, author, on 
‘Seven Tricks To  Writing your Story’, the perfect 
antidote to Covid lockdown. There is a 200-page 
workbook to absorb before you start, so that 
should keep me out of mischief for a while. She is 
a fantastic mentor and motivator.

All programs except via Zoom are on hold till 
further notice.

Please keep well and look after yourselves.

Looking forward to seeing you all in person,

Anna
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
* N.B.    MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO 
                ANY AND ALL FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW

Saturday 31st July @ 7.00pm
BBYO -Virtual Escape Room.
 The escape room will  be on zoom and will consist 
of different riddles in order to crack a code. 
Contact Ruby to get the zoom link 
rborer1@outlook.com

   Upcoming Events 2021
SAVE THE DATE

Wednesday 4th August -Postponed
Sussing out Sydney to Loftus Tramway Museum 

Sunday 15th August @ 2.30pm 
SEU AGM Installation of Executive and Initiation 
of new members.  Via Zoom - link on SEU page. 
Speaker Eitan Neishlos, Chair of Courage to Care.

Monday 16th August  @ 7.30pm at BB Centre 
AVIV annual Barry Milch Memorial evening, with 
guest speaker   Chana Kavka.    Chana and her 
husband Sender started the Friendship Club.   This 
will be a most interesting evening.

Sunday 22nd August
NSK - AGM is scheduled for 22 August – either 
face – to – face, or, if necessary, by Zoom. The new  
Committee will be installed by Ivan Kaplan. 

Sunday 19th September @ 2.30pm 
Combined BBNSW Function - talk by Professor 
John Langdale.   “Money Laundering in Australia’s 
Casinos. The Crown Casino Inquiry”

August  2021

   July 2021 

Sunday 3rd October @ 6.15pm
Vivid Cruise see flyer on page 18 

Sunday 24th October @ 2.30pm
Debate between Emanuel School and Moriah 
College.  Topic “That social justice has never 
been a realistic objective”

   Sunday, 31st Oct – Wednesday, 3rd Nov
    SEU holiday at Leura Gardens

Sunday 14th November @12.30pm 
The SEU Gala Lunch Event at the BB Centre.  
Please see flyer on pg 19 for details.

   Wednesday 17th Nov- Sunday 21st Nov
    AVIV  holiday at Leura Gardens

September  2021
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SYDNEY MASADADavid Samuels President 
of 

Australia/New Zealand

As I start to write this report I realise 
that all of us Sydneysiders find 
ourselves once again in lockdown 
until at least the end of July and 
possibly longer.  Like many of you, 

come 11am every morning Sue and I listen to the 
latest Covid figures from the Premier. So once 
again its Zoom to the rescue. Believe it or not Sue 
and I were in Queensland when this lockdown was 
announced but had to come back to get our second 
vaccinnation.  

The Executive Council of Australian Jewry, of 
which BBANZ is a proud member, invited me to 
attend, by Zoom, a Q & A session with the Right 
Honourable Anthony Albanese, Leader of the 
Opposition.  Mr Albanese was asked a number of 
topical questions, from a Jewish perspective. These 
questions included the Labor parties views on 
Anti-Semitism in Australia, the BDS Movement, 
Israel and the new Israeli Government as well as 
the prospect of a peaceful resolution to the Israel/
Palestinian conflict.  Thankfully I believe all 
questions were answered  in a satisfactory manner.

It was interesting that only a few days earlier I 
attended the SEU monthly meeting by Zoom to 
hear Dr Ron Weiser AM give a very informative 
talk about the new Israeli Government.

It was also good to hear that a substantial amount 
of money has been raised by various Units to go 
to the Israel Commission. Whilst Sue and I were 
down in Melbourne in May we met up with 
Danielle Schilling, who is the BB representative 
for the Israel Commission and who I know will be 
very happy with the outcome in Sydney.

Also as a result of us meeting BB Officials in 
Melbourne, serious discussions are now being 
carried out between Sydney and Melbourne to 
improving the BB Website so that it is more user 
friendly with important information to peruse.

It was a shame our combined function between the 
Sydney Units, being a preview screening of “The 
Luisa Milch Story” has had to be postponed due to 
Covid.  While we are in lockdown and as we come 
gradually out of lockdown, I ask each and everyone 
of you to stay safe and where possible support as 
many BB functions by Zoom as you can.

David Samuels.
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BARGAIN BAZAAR
Report by Linda Reitzin

 We had a recent death in the   
Bargain Bazaar family of volunteers. 

Eva Schlesinger passed away in June after a short 
illness. Eva was a regular volunteer in the op shop 
until her resignation at the beginning of the year 
and was also active in the pop-up furniture shop. We 
send our condolences to the family and wish them 
long life.

The shop has been closed since the start of the 
recent lockdown.

In preparation for re-opening, in order to fulfil 
the NSW Health obligations for businesses, we 
have obtained a NSW Government QR code so 
that volunteers and customers can register when 
they enter and leave the shop.  For those who don’t 
have mobile phones, we have also set up a manual 
registration option. 

Thanks go to the committee members Bert, Judy 
and Andy who were involved in organising this. 

A new volunteer, recently retired, has offered to assist 
Robert with collecting donations from households 
in the eastern suburbs one day per week. We are 
still in need of a person or persons to help on other 
weekdays.

Our lease expires in September. We have written to 
the agents regarding a new lease for one year plus 
one year option at the same rental as we are paying 
now. We have also requested rent relief for the time 
the shop has been closed. As the future viability of 
the shop is uncertain, we do not want to commit to 
a longer lease at the moment.

The Surry Hills Shopping Centre that stood opposite 
our shop has been demolished except for the 
original facade that still stands (it must have some 
heritage status). We will watch with interest as the 
new development progresses.
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT 
(ADU)

President Ernie Friedlander OAM

Dear Members

 I hope you are well and making 
the best of the current lockdown. We are still far 
better off than most countries around the world. 
It must be very difficult for our politicians to deal 
with the situation and try to satisfy everyone.

On the home front we are dealing with our 
project effectively, even though our STOP 
RACISM NOW campaign has slowed down after 
the launch and waiting to go to stage 2. Currently 
people are too concerned with the Delta variant 
but we have made good progress with the other 
two initiatives.

2021 The Change Makers Jewish & Young 
Adults Achievement Award:

Last year the Australian Jewish News and this 
year the national JNF were brought on board. 
We are consolidating the enormous growth 
of last year. This year we have added the 
Josh Levi Jewish Professional Young Adult 
category, acknowledging those that work for 
the community. Please become an ambassador 
for the awards by nominating family, friends 
and people you know for one or more of the 
categories. 

Without Prejudice Towards a Harmonious 
Society:

As indicated earlier, we want to update and 
expand the reach of the book,   preparing it for 
online display for teachers & students. We have 
support from the NSW Dept of Education, 
the Catholic Education Commission and the 
Association of Independent Schools. We are 
now negotiating with Dr Ari Lander, who was 
working with the Jewish Museum and recently 
with Courage to Care on writing the book. Our 
Executive members Jeanie Kitchener, Anna 
Marks OAM and Vera Cranston are on the 
committee to work with me on this project.

Keep well and safe

Ernie

NOMINATION FORMS ALSO AVAILABLE FROM:
B’NAI B’RITH: 02 9321 6300 or ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au JNF: 02 9389 9559 or etty@jnf.org.au

YOUTH CATEGORIES YOUNG ADULT CATEGORIES

•  THE JOSH LEVI AWARD FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
•  Contribution to the Jewish Community
•  Contribution to Australian Society
•  Support the State of Israel
•  Leadership

(AGES 18 TO 36) 
$1000 prize money for each category

JEWISH

AWARDS
CHANGEMAKER

2021
Honouring young people making a difference in our community

Nominate a Changemaker today

AWARDS  CEREMONY  6 DECEMBER 
2021

NOMINATIONS 
OPEN:  

https://ajn.timesofisrael.
com/changemakers/

•  Contribution to the Jewish Community
•  Contribution to Australian Society
•  Support the State of Israel

(UNDER 18) 
$700 prize money for each category
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AVIV LODGE 
Co-Presidents 
Ann Milch & 

John Roozendaal

We are presently in lockdown for the fourth week.   
We hope that you are keeping yourself busy, 
whether it be reading a good book, watching a 
series on Netflix, doing some simple exercise, or 
playing games on your iPad.   R U OK?   There is 
no shame in phoning a friend, John or Ann, or 
a Helpline.  If you are unwell, make that phone 
call.

AUGUST GENERAL MEETING 16th 
August.   Our guest speaker will be Chana Kavka.   
Chana and her husband Sender started the 
Friendship Club.   This will be a most interesting 
evening.   

Our August general meeting is always earmarked 
as The Barry Milch Memorial Meeting and is 
always a specials event.   We are sure you will be 
interested in what Chana has to say.

This may well also be via Zoom but we shall 
know closer to the date.   

Please note that Shanie Stern’s consecration will 
be held on Sunday 22nd August, 2021 at 10.30am 
at Rookwood Cemetery.  Lawn Area 26E;  Zone 
G/4 124

We extend to Gina and family our heartfelt 
wish for happy and healthy times and no more 
sadness.

A question:   What does a man do, standing 
up, a woman sitting down and a dog 
with one paw?         Why, shake hands of 
course.   Were you thinking of anything else? 

We had an excellent meeting on Monday 19th 
July our speaker was Brian Fine, some pics taken 
from the zoom meeting. 

Keep well and stay safe  

John Roozendaal  and  Ann Milch
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B’NAI B’RITH YOUTH 
ORGANISATION (BBYO)

President Ruby Borer

            Overall

The past month in BBYO has been 
fairly busy considering the recently commenced 
lockdown. We have had a couple of meetings 
discussing plans for future events, but some of 
which will unfortunately have to abide with the 
current restrictions. We also had some virtual 
events with some fun activities.

On the 30th June, the BBYO board hosted a 
‘Wordles’ event on zoom. The guests had to 
figure out the phrase or use of words, through the 
representation of the words in a slide show. e.g. 
“pro mise” = “broken promise”. 

Shortbread bake-off

On 6th July, the BBYO board had a meeting on 
zoom discussing the shortbread bake off. We made 
sure that we’re all prepared for the shortbread 
bake-off and confirmed the recipe. We also talked 
about the plan for the bake-off and how it’s going 
to work.

On 8th July, we hosted a virtual shortbread bake-
off. The recipe consisted of three ingredients: 
Butter, flour and (icing) sugar. While our 
shortbread dough was setting in the fridge, we 
played an icebreaker game to kill time.

Future events

On the 15th July, we had a zoom meeting in which 
we decided to do a virtual escape room on the 31st 
July instead of the face-to-face games night. The 
escape room will be on zoom and will consist of 
different riddles in order to crack a code.
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       CENTRE MANAGER 
       Dorrit Mahemofff

   NEWS FROM THE CENTRE

    
Dear Members,

I reported to you in the June  
Communicator that we were successful in 
exchanging contracts for the sale of  our property in 
Alexandria.  I am now in a position to tell you that 
the sale has been finalized and settled.

Again I thank Bob Ebner, John Szabo and John 
Roozendaal for their expertise in arranging this 
very pleasing result.

Your Board now has the task of finding another 
property in which to invest,  the income of which 
will help support the Council in NSW  with  running 
of  B’nai B’rith for you the members.

Be well and stay safe during these rather trying 
times.

Dorrit Mahemoff

       
     COURAGE TO CARE

 Eitan Neishlos
Chairman

Report by Kathy Sharp 
First Vice Chair

Just as many other organisations have now had to 
cancel scheduled programs and bookings, we have 
cancelled our planned trip to Murwillumbah.  Our 
well-organised team of highly trained and 
professional volunteers had been looking forward 
to presenting Courage to Care in the Classroom to 
5 -6 schools in that region, and to several hundred 
students and their teachers between 19th and 23rd 
July.   Even though this is very disappointing all 
the schools have agreed to rebook for the end of 
November and early December.  Hopefully we come 
out of this current situation and we can deliver the 
programs at that time.  

The final wash-up of the Albury Exhibition was 
more successful that anticipated considering the 
Victorian schools lockdown.   We reached 1,298 
students and adults throughout that month.   We 
are still hopeful that we can hold a get-together of 
the Albury Volunteers for a social debrief on 1st 
August.  We need to wait and see if this is possible.  

Our staff are now very experienced in working from 
home and will continue to do until they can return 
safely to the office.  Hezie Lazarov will end his time 
with Courage to Care at the end of July after three 
and a half years. I would like to thank him for his 
commitment and contribution and wish him well 
and every success with wherever his next journey 
takes him.  

Keep well and safe.

Kathy
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PROJECT MANAGER’S 
REPORT

Vivienne Radomsky

    Dear members,

Once again we find ourselves in lockdown for 
an extended period. After two scares (as a casual 
contact and close contact) and numerous Covid 
tests, I have decided it’s not worth going anywhere 
and have resorted to online shopping with the rest 
of Sydney. This is not my optimum way to shop 
as I am quite tactile and usually like to touch 
everything I buy.

Again, zoom has saved the day and once lockdown 
seemed imminent the BBYO teens went into 
action to organize a few events. The first being a 
word games afternoon organized for BB members 
in other units. We had a fun time playing a game 
named “Wordles” where clues are given for a word 
or expression. I am sure the adults who joined had 
fun and I urge our members to join in, in future 
when our teens extend a hand to meet with the 
older units. How else are we going to get to know 
our youngest dynamo group?

As it was school holidays, the teens decided to hold 
another online event. This time it was a baking 
evening with their peers and they baked shortbread 
biscuits and played online word games together, 
after which they posted photos of their delicious 
creations on the chat group. As lockdown has been 
extended, the Games Night event organized for the 
end of July is being postponed and the teens are 
busy planning an online event called a “Breakout 
Room”. I am still getting my head around the 
specifics of the game but am sure it will be fun.

Womanpower started their new venture with 
a writing course offered by bestselling author 
Joanne Fedler. We spent a few hours last Thursday 
on Zoom listening to Joanne and learning about 
the practice of writing. This is an online course 
and the group will be meeting periodically to work 
together and support each other in the writing 
process.

I am hoping that we will get out of lockdown soon 
and be able to meet in person at the Centre. We 
are planning to hold art classes with our very own 
Aviv President and excellent artist Ann Milch. The 
classes will take place on a Thursday morning at 
the BB Centre. Please email me if you are interested 
in joining.

In the meantime stay safe and “vas byte” which 
means “hang in”, and old Afrikaans expression. We 
will get there sometime.

Vivienne
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NORTH SHORE KADIMAHNORTH  SHORE KADIMAH 
(NSK)

President Guta Frydman

   Dear Members and Friends,
I hope everyone is keeping well and 

safe and also trying to have some form of daily 
exercise during  these uncertain times  As we have 
had lots of rain recently, this has made being in 
lockdown  all  the more  more depressing.   

With COVID 19 rapidly spreading in Sydney, it is 
now mandatory   to register with NSW Services 
when entering shops or other venues, as well as 
complying  with  the rapidly changing restrictions.

It is very disappointing that the two functions 
proposed for July – the screening of the movie “A 
Survivor’s Story” and the one organised by our 
Unit, the talk by Howard Coleman -  had to be 
cancelled  due to the current lockdown. Hopefully 
they will be held in the near future.

Our AGM is scheduled for 22 August – either 
face – to – face, or, if necessary, by Zoom. The 
new  Committee will be installed by Ivan Kaplan. 
Nomination forms for the 2021 / 22 Committee 
have been sent out. Please do not hesitate to call 
me if you wish to join the Committee.

WOMANPOWER UNIT
(WPU)

Co-Presidents 
Nina Blair & Belinda Levy

         
Womanpower has not been very active during the 
past month owing to the Covid lockdown. We are 
sure that this is the case with all other units as well.

The Executive Committee has been meeting on 
a Whatapp group call every fortnight to keep in 
touch. We also decided  to divide up our database 
and each call several of our supporters to say hello 
and ask them how they are doing during these very 
trying times we are living   through at the moment. 
The calls were very well received.

Despite the restrictions, we were able to start our 
Writer’s Course with 14 women attending on 

If you require any support or assistance during 
these difficult times, please do not hesitate to call 
any member of the North Shore Kadimah 
Committee.  Let’s hope that we can resume some 
normality very soon.

Vale Charlotte Lowenstein (1918 - 2021)
It is with great sadness we inform you of the 
passing of B'nai B'rith's  oldest member, Charlotte 
Lowenstein, mother and mother - in - law of 
Marlen and Stan Dyne  and  Arthur and Nitza 
Lowenstein. She was 103. Charlotte was truly a 
remarkable woman, a wonderful role model for us 
all.  
  
We extend our deepest condolences to her 
children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and 
extended family and wish them all "long life".

Kind regards

Guta Frydman

Thursday night 15 July via Zoom. Joanne Fedler 
presented an interesting and inspiring talk on 
how to go about writing and telling our story 
successfully. 

We all have downloaded our materials and are 
working on this project. We will be meeting 
fortnightly on Zoom to work together and help 
each other with any questions we are wanting 
answers to.

This year, we have committed our unit to support 
homeless women in distress in Sydney. To this end 
we are responding to a list from Bayside Women’s 
Shelter for goods they require. We hope to assist 
them by working via purchasing and delivering to 
them online.

Nina Blair and Belinda Levy
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  SYD EINFELD UNIT
(SEU)

President Robert Erdos

Hi Everyone,

This will be my last edition of our Newsletter as 
on the 15th August at our AGM, I will be stepping 
down as President of SEU and a new President will 
be elected.

I have enjoyed the last two years of interaction with 
the members of SEU and B’nai B’rith as a whole. 
I think we managed to successfully navigate SEU 
through the pandemic as we were one of the first 
groups to adopt ZOOM, holding live meetings 
where possible, Zoom meetings and even hybrid 
meetings (both Zoom and live). As a result, we 
have not missed a single scheduled general meeting 
and our membership has increased by two new 
members, though sadly, this was counterbalanced 
by the passing of two of our members.

Last Sunday, we held one of the most interesting 
sessions where our guest speaker Dr Ron Weiser 
AM from the Zionist Federation of Australia 
gave a very interesting and informative talk on 
the current composition and likely future of the 
Israeli Parliament. We held this on ZOOM and 
had at least 39 screens which represents about 60 
attendees. Fortunately, this was recorded and if 
you wish to, you could see the video by following 
the link below.

SEU RON WEISER main.mkv

We are very grateful that Dr Weiser stepped into 
the void at short notice, because this date, the 
11th of July, was originally scheduled to be our 
Gala Luncheon to celebrate our 25th Anniversary 
of the foundation of the Syd Einfeld Unit. Due 
to the Covid outbreak, we had to postpone this 
celebration to 14th November.

Our AGM, as I mentioned before will be on the 
15th August at 2.30pm, by ZOOM.

Please see details below:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81923307647?pwd=Z2
MxSHZ0MENmaFJrdkYwcWlmMWI1QT09 
Meeting ID: 819 2330 7647 
Passcode: 484811

Our guest speaker will be Eitan Neishlos, 
Chairman of Courage to Care. We will also be 
presenting a cheque to Courage to Care as part of 
our donations.

If anyone from SEU would like to join the new 
executive committee please place a late application 
quickly by contacting Stephen Marks on stephen@
marks.sydney. Should you require position 
information or nomination forms, these were 
previously issued, but you can contact me.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the entire 
membership of SEU for their support, the vibrant 
and hard working SEU executive committee and 
Jenny Mandel for her assistance.

I wish everyone the very best of health and to avoid 
the dreaded virus.

Robert Erdos



B’nai B’rith Communicator Month 2013 • 12 

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH

B’nai B’rith Communicator August 2021 Pg 12 

       SYDNEY UNIT 1546
(SU)

President Eli Tal

Report written by 
Anna Marks OAM

Hoping you are all looking after yourselves and 
keeping well.

Don’t forget, if you need any help or assistance 
shopping, please contact me.

Anna M: 0418 965 827

Some small diversions….

From “Time Out Sydney Magazine”

‘You have to laugh or else you’ll cry so the 
saying goes’.

It’s a maxim the social media team at the Art 
Gallery of NSW are putting to good use.

‘

Only ONE pack of toilet paper per person, and 
no panic-buying the flour this time, Ethel – I 
remember you from 2020.’

Artwork: Roddam Spencer Stanhope ‘”Why seek 
ye the living among the dead?” St Luke 24 v5’ 
1870s. #ArtGalleryNSW, gift of Arthur Moon KC

Kids these days with their QR codes. Back in MY 
day, we had to write down every Bunnings we 
visited by HAND.’

(Thank you to everyone across the 
state for helping those legends at @
newsouthwaleshealth by checking in everywhere 
you go.) 
 
Artwork: Willem Key ‘Portrait of a 
Protestant minister of religion’ 1563 
(detail) #ArtGalleryNSW, gift of the Netherlands 
Insurance Company 1965

Preparing for another weekend with no vertical 
drinking.

(Raising a glass and sending love to anyone who 
feels up the creek right now.) 
 
Artwork: Évariste Vital Luminais, ‘The sons of 
Clovis II’ 1880. #ArtGalleryNSW, purchased 
1886.
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With Rosh Hashanah only 7 weeks away it is a 
good time to start baking and freezing

Recipe 1 supplied by Anna Marks OAM

Honey Cake recipe 

From Estelle Miller, who is renown for her baking 
at the Melbourne Office of the AJN where she 
works.

¾ cup honey
3/4cup oil, either sunflower or safflower
3 eggs
1 cup castor sugar
2 cups Self Rising flour
2 heaped Tabs. cocoa
1 cup boiling water

Preheat oven to 160C or 150C fan forced
 
Sift cocoa and flour together
Beat eggs, sugar, oil and honey together, then add 
flour, cocoa mixture and beat till well blended, 
about 2 mins.
Lastly add boiling water and stir mixture well 
before putting on beaters as hot water could 
splash out.
Bake approx. 45 mins.
Remove from tin when top is still slightly just 
moist in the centre, as otherwise it will overcook.
For extra oomph, you can garnish with icing 
sugar or cover with melted chocolate.

Recipe 2 supplied by Jenny Mandel

Quick and Easy Honey Cake

4 Eggs
2 cups sugar
1 cup oil
2 cups honey
2 cups self-rising flour
1 teaspoon bicarb soda
2 teaspoons cinnamon
2 tablespoons cocoa
2 cups hot coffee

Preheat oven to 160C 

Beat all ingredients together

Pour into cake tin

Bake for approx. 1hr

This recipe is also great for cupcakes, bake for 
approx 20mins



AVIV 
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     B’nai B’rith Victoria
President 

Benny Monheit

What is B’nai B’rith Victoria 

Doing?

Dear Sydneysiders,

All of us in B’nia B’rith in Melbourne wish 
you strength and forbearance during your 
uncomfortable long COVID lockdown. We know 
what it’s like, as we sit at home during our 5th 
lockdown wondering when it’s going to end.

One of the few advantages of these lockdown, we 
found, is that it gives us time to slow down and 
think.  Some think about and watch endless TV 
shows, others read more but a few of us use the 
free time to think about the future of B’nai B’rith. 

There are many similarities between BB in 
Victoria and NSW. Both have busy Units and a 
small centrally located staff to pull it together and 
support members and projects. I always enjoy 
reading your Communicator and discover what 
you and your Units others are up to.

Your organisation is active and successful but is 
facing, I think, challenges similar to ours. These 
are  declining and elderly membership,  financial 
uncertainty and lack of understanding in the 
Jewish community what B’nai B’rith stands for and 
what it does and what it has to offer. So let me tell 
you briefly what we are doing at a central level to 
meet our challenges here in Victoria.

Four years ago, our Executive Committee started 
to ask questions on what we needed to do for B’nai 
B’rith to survive more than ten years in Victoria. 

Most of our current members had run out of 
innovative ideas, people were getting tired. We 
knew we needed to ask outsiders what they 
understood and wanted from B’nai B’rith. Between 
2017 and 2019 we therefore commissioned three 
separate reports from business/community 
leaders. 

They all told us we lacked a clear message for the 
public, we were inefficient in fundraising and 
marketing and our business model was totally out 
of date and not fit for purpose. The prognosis was 
not good. 

It took us a while to absorb these messages and 
get our Unit Presidents and members in general to 
face the truth. Some were not receptive to change, 
but the majority bravely backed us. Over the next 
1-2 years we came to the consensus that we wanted 
B’nai B’rith to be a strong and effective community 
service organisation that also satisfies the cultural 
and social needs of our members.  

We wanted to focus our messages predominantly 
to non members in the 40 to 60s age bracket. This 
baby boomer group is large, nearing retirement 
and often wanting to give something back to the 
community. Most had heard of B’nai B’rith from 
relatives or friends, but they did not know what we 
do in the Jewish and wider community. As many 
wanted a sense of belonging, they were receptive 
to new ideas. 

We started to develop a strategic plan for a modern 
BBVic. We looked at new projects, programs and 
partnerships. We changed our financial investment 
policy; we changed our staffing profile. 

We are now reorganising our management 
structure and are working on overcoming the 
fragmentation of our Units and 14 projects, 
each with their own marketing and committee 
structure. 

Once we were clearer on what we wanted, we 
decided to look for a CEO to implement the 
changes. This is a difficult management task as we 
did not want to lose our loyal older members. We 
advertised and used an executive search company 
to find suitable candidates. They had to be Jewish. 

We were lucky to get Ellana Aarons who ran 
Maccabi Australia from 2012 to 2018. She has been 
our CEO for six months now and is making a huge 
difference.  It’s a difficult process but I think we 
are making progress.  More next month. Feedback 
welcome.

Benny Monheit
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CHARLES O. KAUFMAN
PRESIDENT 

B’NAI B’RITH 
INTERNATIONAL 

IOC Silence on Munich Massacre

With the one-year delay of the 
2020 Olympics due to COVID-19, 

the Tokyo Games of 2021 are one year closer to the 50th an-
niversary of the Munich Massacre by the Palestinian terror 
group Black September. In 1972, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) promised to remember, even declaring, 
“We will never forget.” But that message, too commonly re-
peated since the Holocaust, never seems to sink in.

Days before the opening of the Tokyo Olympics, the IOC 
maintains its history of rejecting any “moment of silence” for 
the  Munich 11, which arguably introduced the free world 
to international terrorism. The lobbying effort by victims’ 
families, at least in the past decade, has been rejected or ig-
nored by the IOC. In contrast, the IOC allowed American 
athletes in 2002 to enter the stadium with a flag from the 
recently torpedoed and collapsed World Trade Center. The 
IOC maintains that, under Avery Brundage’s leadership, it 
memorialized the 11 murdered Israelis with a service a day 
after the September 5, 1972 murders.

In place of a moment of silence every four years, host coun-
tries today spend fortunes—600 million pounds at the 2012 
Games in London and $895 million at the Rio Games of 
2016—to ensure the safety of more than 200 national ath-
letic delegations. The Olympic Games, founded in the spirit 
of international harmony, were once considered bulletproof 
from a hostage-taking episode

War was reserved for military battlefields—not the well-kept 
apartments of an Olympic village. American distance run-
ner Kenny Moore, then 28, recalled in 2012: “I had believed 
the Olympics immune somehow to the threats of the larger 
world. It was an illusion, but it had been a hell of a strong 
illusion and it rocked me personally to have that shattered.”

The 1972 games were supposed to be the games of peace—
an example of German redemption from the 1936 Games in 
Berlin, which coincided with the heinous Nazi era that led 
to the systemic extermination of 11 million innocents, in-
cluding at least 6 million Jews. In Munich, Germany wanted 
to show the world that it had reformed its image; that these 
Olympics could be peacefully policed without the menacing 
muscle of German force. They were unprepared and were 
barely armed.

Today, following 9/11, all major sporting events—not just 
the Olympics—prepare for the possibility of terrorism.

Just as the Nazis introduced the world to gas chambers and 
the reduction of atrophied bodies to dust through cremato-
ria, so too did the Palestinians introduce the world to inter-
national terrorism at the Munich Games.

Almost 50 years later, many still remember the image of a 
white ski-masked gunman standing on a balcony of the 

Olympic Village, brandishing a machine gun. In what to-
day is just part of a history of hostage-taking and hijack-
ing for the purposes of trading Israeli Jews for hundreds, if 
not thousands, of Palestinian captives, the Munich mission 
sought 200 Palestinian prisoners in exchange for 11 Israeli 
Olympians.

Two Jews were shot initially to underline the threat. Negoti-
ations led to an attempt to facilitate the release of the hostag-
es, but the Palestinians took advantage of a bungled rescue 
attempt by German police, allowing one fleeting moment for 
a terrorist leader to toss a grenade into a helicopter, killing 
the remaining nine Israelis. Five of the terrorists were killed 
during a failed attempt to rescue the hostages, as was a West 
German police officer. The three Palestinian survivors were 
arrested and released by West German officials less than two 
months later.

Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir and Defence Minister 
Moshe Dayan directed Mossad to lead a retaliation effort. 
With the assistance of European intelligence agencies, 10 
Palestine Liberation Organization bases in Syria and Leba-
non were bombed. This was part of a broader Israeli assas-
sination campaign, dubbed Operation Wrath of God, that 
eliminated all perpetrators and planners of the Munich raid 
by 1979.

Forty-five years after the massacre, a memorial at Mu-
nich’s Olympic Park was unveiled with families of the vic-
tims in attendance. Reuven Rivlin, then-president of Israel, 
proclaimed the Munich Games as “the blood Olympics.” 
Then-German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier said, “It 
should never have happened.”

The IOC insists that Olympics opening ceremonies are in-
appropriate moments for remembering the Munich victims. 
But, if not every four years, when?

The IOC executive board agreed in 2015 that the Rio de Ja-
neiro Games in 2016 would offer “a mourning place” to re-
member “all those who have lost their lives at the Olympic 
Games.” The monument included two stones from ancient 
Olympia and a memorial for Georgian luger Nodar Ku-
maritashvili, who died in a luge track crash the day before 
the 2010 Vancouver Games began. The IOC acknowledged 
that the moment of reflection could include the murdered 
Israelis in Munich. An engraved base with the interlocking 
Olympic rings reads: “We will always remember you forever 
in our hearts.”

Remember who, for what, and why?

The IOC must put forward a gold-medal effort after almost 
50 years to remind the world of the Munich Massacre

This article was published in Newsweek in the USA.
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AAnnnnuuaall  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg  
 

Election and Installation of the SEU Executive 
2021 - 2022 and 

Initiation of New Members 
 

Installing Officer: Ivan Kaplan 
Guest Speaker:  Eitan Neishlos, Chair of Courage  to 

Care 
 
 

 
 

To be held on 
Sunday, 15th August, 2021 at 2.30pm

by Zoom 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81923307647?pwd=Z2MxSHZ0MENmaFJrdkYwcWlmMWI1QT09 
 

Meeting ID: 819 2330 7647 
Passcode: 484811 

 

AAllll  WWeellccoommee  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B’nai B’rith 
Syd Einfeld Unit 3385 
B‘nai B’rith Centre, 17 

Barker Street, Kensington 
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Art with
Ann

Milch
PRESENTED BY B'NAI B'RITH NSW

Cashless 

payments are

preferred

Weekly Program
 

 materials, paper and still life
 drawing
 wet on wet - watercolours
 colour & design
 indoor landscape
 outdoor painting
 mixed media
 figure drawing
 finalise, framing & cropping

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

     Contact Vivienne at the
     B'nai B'rith Centre 9321 6315                  

vivienne.radsomsky@bbnsw.org.au

The classes will take place on 
Thursday mornings 2021
Time: 10am - 12pm
Venue: B'nai B'rith Centre, Barker
Street , Kensington
Cost: $190 members
 $220 non members

Dates to be advised once
lockdown ends. 
Please contact Vivienne to 
express your interest.

A 9 week painting course at
the B'nai B'rith Centre 
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NEW DATE FOR OUR CRUISE:  
Sunday  3  Oc tober  2021

 
Mee t  a t  Rose  Bay  Wha r f  6 . 15pm

 
 

Fe r r y  depa r t s  a t  6 . 30pm -  Re tu rns  9 .30pm
 
 

Cos t  $65  pe r  pe r son
 

Koshe r  suppe r  i nc l uded
 
 

Book ing  and  paymen t  essen t i a l  
 

a s  space  i s  l im i t ed  t o  48  peop le
 

Con tac t  Jenny  on  9321  6315
 

ema i l  counc i l@bbnsw .o rg .au
 
 
 

 

 

 V i v i d  F e s t i v a l  2 0 2 1
 

H a r b o u r  C r u i s e



25th ANNIVERSARY 
GALA LUNCHEON

The President & Executive of 
B’nai B’rith Syd Einfeld Unit 3385

are delighted to invite 
Members & Friends of B’nai B’rith 

to celebrate
The Silver Anniversary of the Institution of our Unit

On Sunday, 14th November, 2021 at 12.30pm
at the 

B’nai B’rith Centre, Barker Street, Kensington

Entertainment : “The Swinging Sixties Band”
Dress: Black/White/Silver

$55pp BB Members $60pp non members
RSVP with Prepayment essential 

B’nai B’rith Syd Einfeld Unit/ BSB: 062 236 / A/c 1004 0382
Please enter your name as a reference

Yvonne Shapiro ymshapiro100@gmail.com

Account Details
B’nai B’rith Syd Einfeld Unit

BSB:  062 236
Account Number: 1004 0382

Please enter your name as reference



B’nai B’rith Communicator August 2021 Pg 20 

BB NSW Council Executives

President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Past President Secretary
Anna Marks OAM Dorrit Mahemoff Janine Zimbler Ivan Kaplan James Altman OAM

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au lendorr@bigpond.com janinezimbler@gmail.com ivan.kaplan@gmail.com james@altman.id.au

Councillor Councillor Councillor Hon Treasurer
Eli Tal Vera Cranston Belinda Levy John Szabo

etal@designerrugs.com.au vcranston12@gmail.com levybelinda53@gmail.com john@szaboaccounting.com.au

PRESIDENTS
ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT AVIV LODGE AVIV LODGE
Ernie Friedlander OAM Ann Milch John Roozendaal

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au amilch@bigpond.net.au jroozend@gmail.com

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH         SYD EINFELD UNIT SYDNEY UNIT
Guta Frydman                                 Robert Erdos Eli Tal

Guta@dcworks.com.au seu3385@gmail.com etal@designerrugs.com.au
      

         WOMANPOWER UNIT COURAGE TO CARE BARGAIN BAZAAR
Nina Blair                                       Belinda Levy        Eitan Neishlos Robert Kohn

pnnb@optusnet.com.au                 levybelinda53@gmail.com chair@couragetocare.com.au rgkohn@outlook.com

Contact us ….... B’NAI B’RITH CENTRE BB RETIREMENT VILLAGES
Phone         (02) 9321 6300 Dorrit Mahemoff Henry Wirth

Web            www.bnaibrith.org.au

Email          council@bbnsw.org.au lendorr@bigpond.com hwirth@bbrv.org.au


