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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
* N.B.    MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO 
                ANY AND ALL FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW

Sunday 31st March
BB Centre,  Selected Readings from “Letters of Loss 
& Refuge”  - Exhibition opens 6.00pm reading starts 
7.00pm   $10 RSVP council@bbnsw.org.au or 
9321-6315 

Thursday 4th April
7.00pm @ BB Centre, Author Josephine Brouard 
speaking on her book ‘Scatterling’ $10  RSVP 
council@bbnsw.org.au or 9321-6315

Sunday 7th April
Pesach parcel delivery. 
Pickup Eastern Suburbs at  Jewish Care contact 
Vivienne Radomsky 9321-6307  or      
vivienne.radomsky@bbnsw.org.au 
Pickup North Shore -contact David Laufer 
dlaufer@tpg.com.au or 0409 077 093.

Womanpower  Pre-Pesach Ballabuste Sephardi 
cooking demonstration. 5.30-8pm at Sephardi 
Synagogue, Fletcher St Bondi Junction. The Rabbi 
will give us a tour of the Sephardi Shule and will 
explain many customs. Cost is $20 to pay at the door. 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL to Nina Blair 
pnnb@optusnet.com.au

Thursday 11th April
Syd Einfeld Unit Sussing out Sydney  Contact Sue 
Samuels sue.samuels@bigpond.com or  0409 398 241.

Sunday 14h April
NSK Whiskey tasting, David Ligoff presents a talk 
and tasting of different whiskies at Dobson’s Cellars 
@ 2.30pm contact Sharon Dobson  0419 990 503  or 
dobsn@bigpond.com. 

3.00pm @ BB Centre Musical highlights of South 
Africa with the Sydney Jewish Choral Society  $10 
RSVP council@bbnsw.org.au or 9321-6315

Monday 15April
AVIV  7.30pm at BB Centre
Guest speaker Cheryl Cartwright is the Airport 
Ambassador both at the International and 
Domestic airports, and has many funny stories to 
tell.

Monday 22 April (Easter Monday)
Syd Einfeld Unit  Matzo Picnic Contact Sue 
Samuels  sue.samuels@bigpond.com. or
0409 398 241.
 
Sunday 28th April
Safe Conversations Workshop 10.00am - 
3.00pm.@ BB Centre To register call 9321-6315 
or council@bbnsw.org.au. Singles $110 Couples 
$220.

Tuesday 28 May
Sydney Masada Unit 2.30pm at Princess Gardens 
Rose Bay. Guest speaker to be advised. 

Sunday 16 June 
ADU Limmud OZ on the topic “Confronting 
Anti Semitism “ we will have 4 Panellists with a 
moderator

NSK  theatre party to see the film “Red Joan” 
at Roseville Cinema. This will be a fund raising 
event to support a women’s refuge on the North 
Shore. Please RSVP as soon as possible to Maree 
Tofler on 0409 916 665 or 9416 5754. 

MARCH 2019

APRIL 2019

APRIL 2019

MAY 2019

JUNE 2019







Well, it’s been a fabulous month 
for B’nai B’rith.
I was privileged to attend the 
International Womens’ Day 
Lunch organised by B’nai B’rith  
WomanPower.
It was held at the Freedom Hub, 
a cafe set up by Sally Irwin whose 
passion is to fight for women 

who have been displaced, frequently abused 
and exploited into modern-day slavery.  Almost 
unbelievable today, but nevertheless it exists and 
not only elsewhere but here in Sydney around us. 
Sally Irwin set up the café to generate income so 
the proceeds can help the women and even train 
them for a career in the hospitality industry.  

Aviv had its Installation of Office bearers for 
2019-2020. I was asked to do the honours and 
spoke about the many and varied activities that 
BBNSW has planned for this year. Ann Milch 
and John Roozendaal are Co-Presidents for the 
upcoming term. This was followed by a very nice 
buffet dinner.

I am very pleased to report that we have 
employed a part-time Youth Co-ordinator, Ella 
Grinberg.  She was a member of BBYO in the 
US and studied there.  She is now studying at 
UNSW and living at Shalom College. She was 
a given a glowing reference by Ian Kendal, the 
Vice President of BBYO in America.  She will be 
working with Vivienne, assisting her with her 
projects and in social media. This is a very timely 
and exciting step for us to have taken, reaching 
out to unaffiliated Jewish kids in the community 
by providing activities for them.

Now of course the absolute highlight of the 
month so far has been the opening of the 
‘Letters of Loss and Refuge’ exhibition from 
the Cape Town Jewish Museum. 
On a Sunday that saw rainfall for the whole 
month of March fall on the morning of the 
opening, we had over 90 brave people attend. 
It was an amazing turn up. Lori Schwab Frank, 
the granddaughter of Rudolf Schwab, read 
about her grandfather Rudolf, his life and 
family.   

His correspondence over 35 years is the subject 
of the exhibition. He left Germany in 1933 
and arrived in Johannesburg in 1936.  It is 
fascinating that Rudolf kept carbon copies of 
his letters that describe the desperate times his 
family experienced because they left it too late 
to leave and stayed.
We invited Dr. Avril Alba, Senior Lecturer 
of Holocaust Studies and Jewish Civilisation 
at the University of Sydney to discuss and 
analyse the letters and of course the upheavals 
of the period. It was a most fascinating and 
instructive talk and then Vivienne, who had 
brought the exhibition to Sydney, declared it 
open. People lingered to read the panels and 
we had a beautiful morning tea catered in-
house by Jenny Mandel and Belinda Levy.

There are a number of very interesting programs 
co-ordinated with the exhibition, please see 
the flyer to book for an event, either copy link 
or click  https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/events/
letters-of-loss-refuge-exhibition / or see page 2.

The CSG ran a training program for all the 
staff and volunteers last week, perhaps very 
fortuitously after the atrocity committed in 
Christchurch. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family and friends of the 50 Muslims 
killed in this massacre as they are with the 
11 Jewish congregants slayed in Pittsburgh  
in their Synagogue. Please see letter from 
Charles Kaufman President of BBI and Daniel 
Mariaschin CEO of BBI on page 18 that was sent 
to Ambassador-Designate to the United States of 
America New Zealand Embassy Washington on 
behalf of B’nai B’rith International.

Wishing everyone a Chag Pesach kasher  
vesame’ach.

Anna
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Anna Marks OAM
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT (ADU)
President Ernie Friedlander OAM

Dear Members

The news of the massacre 
of innocent people in 
Christchurch shocked 
everyone to the bone. 
We are horrified by the 
targeting of innocent 
Muslims by right-wing 

extremists, who in the past have targeted 
Jews repeatedly. We have contacted the NSW 
Muslim community offering our condolences. 
In addition Multicultural NSW has asked us to 
share our important Harmony message with 
their partners, bringing us closer together in 
this hour of sadness and need. 

Reviewing our March newsletter:

Item 1 : The Beth Din issue is now before the 
Jewish Board of Deputies, requesting changes

Item 2 :  We are making good progress, gaining 
new partners, hopeful for the launch mid-year.

Item 3 :  Nominations are rolling in for the 
Game Changers Jewish Youth and Young 
Adults Achievement Awards, The prize giving 
will be at National Council of Jewish Women, 
Queen St Woollahra on 10 June. Closing date 
for nominations 18 April 2019.  For more 
inforation contact Ernie 9321-6309.

Item 4 :  For the Human Rights Address we 
are awaiting a reply from o/seas or will have a 
panel discussion.

Item 5 : Michelle Hilton had her operation 
and is now well on the way to a full recovery.

Item 6  : The Harmony Walk in Moore Park 
we were going to hold with the NRL had to be 
changed to an indoor event due to the football 
stadium demolition. We had the Harmony 
Walk in Merrylands which compensated fully 
with a big turn out.

Item 7 : Harmony Day Posters are rolling in 
– they will have the same high standard as in 
2018.

In addition we have booked a session at 
Limmud OZ for Sunday 16 June on the topic 
“Confronting Anti Semitism “. We will have 4 
panellists with a moderator.

Some of you might have seen the Insight 
program “When a stranger saves your life “. 
It featured Lea and me in one segment, giving 
some insight into the drive to address all 
forms of racism, discrediting it and showing 
the benefit of cooperation, consideration and 
kindness to others.  Type this link or click here
ht t p s : / / w w w. s b s . c o m . au / o n d e m a n d /
video/1441330243533/insight-a-stranger-
saved-my-life

Your feedback will be greatly appreciated.   

Ernie
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AVIV  
Co-Presidents  Ann Milch & John Roozendaal

Lodge Aviv held 
their Installation 
on Sunday 10th 
March and PP Ann 
Milch and PP John 
Roozendaal took on 
the positions of       co-

presidents.

The dinner was delicious as were the desserts - 
well worth adding a few inches to the waist line 
with the scrumptious cheese cake.

What really stood out were the Lodge Aviv 
sisters who attended in their glad rags.   It was an 
absolute delight to see everyone getting dressed 
to the ‘nines’. 

President Anna Marks installed the Lodge Aviv 
executive.  Thank you Anna. 

BB IVP Chuck Kaufman has been in contact with 
BB offices internationally and Anna was able to 
give us an overview. No doubt she will give a full 
report in this month’s Communicator.

In essence, BB International is working through 
the UN on issues relating to Russian Jews.

In BB’s 175 years of existence, it continues to 
work helping Jews in peril and for a secure Israel.

Rebecca Saltzman and her committee are working 
on issues dealing with the murders committed in 
Pittsburgh. 

BB NSW has engaged Ella Greenberg to help 
Vivienne Radomsky and to start up BBY.  

When installing the new executive, Anna Marks 
thanked IPP Jenny Burman and IPP Gary Marx 
for their dedication. 

John Roozendaal responded saying he and Ann 
have a ‘dream team’ and will make Lodge Aviv 
great again. 

Gina Stern was co-opted as official photographer. 

Sandra Marx thanked Juliet Seifert for an 
outstanding Courage to Care function earlier 
that day held at Vaucluse House where C2C 
celebrated 20 years. 

Lodge Aviv’s April meeting on Monday 15th 
April at 7.30pm will host as their guest speaker, 
Cheryl Cartwright . After retiring as a musician, 
Christian Studies and Applied Psychology 
teacher, she has taken on the position of Airport 
Ambassador both at the International and 
Domestic airports.

She has many funny stories to tell.   All welcome. 

Kind regards, 

Pres Ann Milch and Pres John Roozendaal 
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The Bargain Bazaar has 
finalised its donations 
allocations from the 
profits of 2018. The list 
of organisations that are 
receiving funds is mostly 
the same as last year, with 
Jewish causes receiving 

70% and non-Jewish receiving 30%. Some of 
the major donations have gone to Courage 
to Care, Camp Sababa, Jewish Care Print 35, 
Our Big Kitchen, Hatzolah and B’nai B’rith 
Project Manager Vivienne Radomsky to 
support various initiatives throughout the year. 
Unfortunately our kitty was smaller this year 
than last year as takings have declined, despite 
good sales of furniture. 

As the summer season has come to an end, we 
will deplete our stock of summer clothes in the 
end-of-season sale where they will be reduced 
to half-price. To make way for the changeover 
in April to winter stock, eventually all clothing 
will be reduced to $1. The racks look really 
empty at this stage and most unusual when we 
are used to seeing them crammed with clothes.

Our regular customers delight in visiting us, 
some on a daily basis, to see what is new in the 
shop. 

Our sorting and pricing volunteers are on duty 
every Monday and Tuesday so these are the 
days when stock is replenished from donations 
that are brought in from home visits by our 
volunteer collectors.  

New volunteers are always welcome, either to 
work in the shop or collect donations from 
homes.  

Please call Robert Kohn on 0413 676 963.

BARGAIN BAZAAR
LINDA REITZIN

Time on your hands?
The Bargain Bazaar Charity Shop in Cleveland Street, 

Surry Hills is looking for volunteers

Please contact Robert Kohn 0413 676 963
rgkohn@outlook.com
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COURAGE TO CARE
Chairperson Juliet Seifert 

Courage to Care 20th 
Anniversary Celebration

Courage to Care has been 
delivering its message 
to students in NSW and 
Queensland for 20 years with 
the support of many hundreds 
of volunteers and benefactors 

during that time, including much appreciated 
ongoing support from B’nai B’rith.  On March 10th 
we held a 20th Anniversary High Tea at the Tea 
Room at Vaucluse House with over 100 Courage to 
Care volunteers both past and present, reminiscing, 
and enjoying this incredible milestone event in the 
lovely surrounds of the old stately home.
 

Our MC, Don Perlgut, kept the event memorable 
and entertaining.  Throughout the afternoon there 
was a slideshow of nostalgic images over the last 
20 years.  The atmosphere was warm and friendly 
with people catching up with each other and it was 
a treat to meet those we had not seen for a long time
Andrew Havas presented a film of Courage to 
Care highlights and we were reminded of all those 
volunteers of the early days and remembering those 
who are no longer with us. How things have changed 
over 20 years, but the passion still continues.
Sarit Michael entertained us with ‘The Partisans’ 
Song’ in Yiddish plus a Hebrew song, accompanied 
by Joel Spiro on the guitar.  

Don Perlgut interviewed three of our special long 
time volunteers – Lena Goldstein who recently 
turned 100 and still tells her story of survival;  
the dynamic Kayla Szumer, Chair of Queensland 
Courage to Care that runs a very successful 
classroom program;  and Margaret Hall, who was the 
Head of Education for several years and developed 
the Courage to Care program with the Queensland 
Police. I presented a framed certificate from Courage 

to Care to Lena Goldstein congratulating her on her 
milestone birthday.

The raffle prize of a donated Cadry carpet was won 
by an excited Rose Haneman.

It was a very successful event and we look forward 
to the challenge of continuing the valuable work of 
Courage to Care for many years to come.

Courage to Care Boardroom Lunch “Give a 
Gonski: Everyone Can Make A Difference” 

 

Early this month, Courage to Care held an inspiring 
Boardroom Lunch with David Gonski AC at the 
Pengana Boardroom. Many thanks to Russel and 
Carole Pillemer of Pengana Capital and The Orah 
Fund for hosting us! 

This was an opportunity to highlight how people 
can become involved with C2C and “make a 
difference”.   For example, by sponsorship and 
support of various projects, providing pro bono 
assistance, participating in governance, joining a 
committee or donating funds. 

Courage to Care in the Workplace

Our new program Courage to Care in the 
Workplace, enjoyed an enthusiastic response at 
its recent launch, on 19th and 20th February, at 
Maranatha House, which is a community owned 
and operated retirement and nursing home facility 
at Wellington in the Central West of NSW.

Our program provided part of the ongoing training 
of all staff members and also with those of the 
residents who expressed interest in attending. 
There was a team of six people for this Workplace 
program based on what Courage to Care was 
doing with the Queensland Police..  The CEO of 
Marantha, made an extra donation in thanks, and 
will commend us to other workplaces.  A great 
start for the Workplace program.
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PROJECT MANAGER’S REPORT
Vivienne  Radomsky

Dear members and friends,
Letters of Loss and Refuge
I obviously didn’t consult 
the weather man before I 
set the opening date for the 
‘Letters of Loss and Refuge’ 
exhibition and Jenny’s idea 
of a broom in a tree and 
fork in the ground to avoid 
the rainy deluge didn’t 

seem to work either. Despite it bucketing down on 
the morning, we had full house at the opening. 

Perhaps it was the promise of our delicious inhouse 
catering by Lori Schwab Franks, Jenny Mandel, 
Anna Marks OAM and Belinda Levy with apple pie, 
cheesecake, muffins and biscuits accompanied by 
aromatic coffee from the coffee cart.
Topping it all were the addresses made by our BB 
President Anna Marks OAM, Lori Schwab Franks, 
granddaughter of Rudolf Schwab, the subject of 
the exhibition and Dr Avril Alba, Senior Lecturer 
in Holocaust Studies and Jewish Civilisation in the 
Department of Hebrew, Biblical and Jewish Studies 
at the University of Sydney. 
The exhibition will be open until 14 April and I 
encourage members to pop in for a viewing or 
join us at one of our organised events. On Sunday 
31 March, Chris Hill along with BB members will 
present a dramatised rehearsed reading of letters 
that are not included in the exhibition.

On 4 April author Josephine Brouard will give a 
talk about her latest book and memoir, Scatterling. 
Josephine spoke for one of the Wizo groups on this 
topic and came highly recommended.    
“Josephine Brouard is a professional writer, editor 
and communications specialist. She began her career 
reporting crime and politics in South Africa and 
graduated to producing current affairs for television. 
In Australia she dived into magazine publishing 
and edited a ‘Top 20’ Australia title where she grew 
circulation by 22% and turned the magazine from loss 
to profit.”
As a conclusion to our exhibition month, the Sydney 
Jewish Choral Society will be presenting us with an 
afternoon of musical entertainment. Their repertoire 
will include the music of Jewish migrants from their 

origin in Lithuania, Latvia and Europe to typical 
South African sounds.

While I do realise that our Units keep BB members 
busy with a full diary of events it would be lovely 
to host you at our extra initiatives. Please come and 
support us.

Youth Engagement Officer
Last week we welcomed our Youth Engagement 
Officer Ella Grinberg to the B’nai B’rith team at the 
office. Ella has been tasked with the job of starting up 
the BBYO teen group. It’s lovely to have some young 
fresh ideas at the office.   Ella has past experience of 
involvement with BBYO in USA and is therefore the 
perfect candidate for the job. 
In the April holidays our BBYO Kids are veering off 
the beaten photography track and embarking on a 
two-day Mosaic Workshop. If any of our members 
would like to join in please call me at the office. It is 
sure to be a lot of fun.

Safe Conversations
Of all the things they teach us at school, I believe the 
most important skill set, the ability to have healthy 
relationships with partners, friends and family, is 
left out. As children we learn about relationships by 
osmosis, picking up the good and bad habits of our 
parents, teachers and adults around us. Imagine if 
everyone was equipped with these skills at a young 
age, there would not be such a high rate of divorce, 
domestic violence and disharmony.
The Safe Conversations Workshop teaches how 
to talk without criticism, listen without judgement 
and connect beyond difference. It’s never too late to 
learn. Janine Zimbler from our Womanpower Unit 
has brought this program from USA to B’nai B’rith 
and will be running a full day workshop on 28 April. 
Having done the previous workshop with Janine last 
year, I can personally recommend it.  Please pass the 
flyer onto friends and family. 

Thank You
A huge ‘Thank You’ to the B’nai B’rith entities who 
support my work and projects at B’nai B’rith. The 
Bargain Bazaar have once again provided funding 
for projects in 2019. Without this input I would not 
be able to do any of the work I do.



On Sunday 24 March 
from 2:30pm, members, 
friends and residents will 
be listening to author 
Nicole Trope, daughter 
of our members Hilary 
and Hilton Bernstein. 

Nicole is a former 
high school teacher with a Master’s Degree in 
Children’s Literature. 

She spoke of the frustration of many rejection slips 
early in her writing career. Then her young adult 
novel titled “I Ran Away First” was shortlisted 
for the Text Publishing Prize in 2009. Her novel, 
The Boy Under the Table, was published by Allen 
& Unwin in 2012. This was followed by Three 
Hours Late in 2013, The Secrets in Silence in 
2014, Hush Little Bird in 2015, Blame in 2016 
and Forgotten in 2017. In 2018 she signed with 
Bookouture for two novels. We listened to the 
first chapter of My daughter’s Secret on audio-
book. Her next novel will be published in June 
2019.

We will be undertaking Pesach parcel deliveries 
on the North Shore on 7 April.  Please let me 
know of your participation in delivering these 
parcels.  My contact details dlaufer@tpg.com.au

We have arranged to have David Ligoff present a 
talk and tasting of different whiskies on Sunday 
afternoon 14 April at 2.30pm.  This will be held 
and consumed in the cellars at the Dobsons’ 
home. Please let Sharon Dobson know if you 
are coming.

A theatre party to see the film “Red Joan” 
starring Judi Dench and Tom Hughes at 
Roseville Cinema has been arranged for Sunday 
16 June.  It is a British spy drama. This will be a 
fund raising event to support a women’s refuge 
on the North Shore. Please RSVP as soon as 
possible to Maree Tofler.  

Another fund raising activity will be the sale 
of 2019/2020 Entertainment Books at $70 each 
from early April.  Please place your orders 
with Miriam Kluger.  A special thanks to Vera 
Cranston for promoting last year’s books.

Last year many of us travelled by train to a 
mystery destination that turned out to be 
Kiama.  An enjoyable time was had by all.  
Our Social Convener is now planning another 
mystery day out for 28 June.

Our regular hands-on benevolent activity with 
clients of D.A.R.T.S. will take place on 14 July 
at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway in 
Concord. Contact Miriam Kluger to advise 
your participation.

Planning has also commenced to hold a shabbat 
dinner for members on Friday 26 July and to 
have a weekend away in Katoomba over 23-24 
August.

The District Convention will be held in 
Melbourne from 6-9 September.  This will 
be followed shortly by our Unit’s AGM on 15 
September.  As I will have served two consecutive 
years as North Shore Kadimah’s President, I 
will not be continuing in that role.  Please give 
consideration for taking on that position, either 
singly or jointly with someone else. 

Congratulations to Hilary and Hylton Bernstein 
on the barmitzvah of their grandson on 6 April.

Best wishes to Judy Szwarc for a speedy recovery 
after her recent back operation.

Best wishes for a Chag Pesach Sameach to all.

David Laufer – President.

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH (NSK)
President David Laufer
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SYD EINFELD (SEU)
President Andrew Havas OAM
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Well, the year has taken off 
with a bang. I don’t know 
where the time goes. The 
Activities Committee has 
now bedded down the 
2019 program all the way 
to October this year. There 
are many exciting and great 
programs to which we can 

look forward, however you will need to wait till 
the next issue of the newsletter to see the details.

Our partnership with Mandelbaum House 
has produced a very grateful recipient of our 
scholarship. Yvonne has received a wonderful 
letter of gratitude from the student.
“I grew up on the central coast in a beachside 
town called Terrigal. When I was young 
I was known for copying my older brother 
Michael and following in his footsteps. When 
he graduated and left to live at Mandelbaum 
house and to study at the University of 
Sydney, I knew that when I graduated I was 
going to do the same. It was at this time 
however, that my father suddenly passed 
away causing much distress for myself and 
my family. I attended counselling throughout 
my first and second year which has helped.  
However, I don’t think you can completely 
recover from losing a parent at such a young 
age (I was 18).  It is your scholarship that 
enables me to fulfil what I want and need 
to do, to live at Mandelbaum and study at 
the university, without this opportunity I 
would not be able to live at the college which 
has given me so much including a Jewish 
family and new friends over the past few 
years.
When I was younger, I was lucky enough 
to visit the ‘Courage to Care’ travelling 
exhibition several times when it visited 
Gosford Regional Gallery. I also visited 
the Jewish Museum, and heard Eddie Jaku 
speak there many times with Cheder and my 
parents.”

Together with Andrew Vadasz, we are planning 
a weekend away. We would love to have some 
suggestions from you. Leura has been a great 
venue and Tony has done an excellent job in the 
past, however we are looking for some new venues. 

We all have our favourite places so please email 
me or Andrew Vadasz with your suggestions. 
We need to move fast as places get booked out 
during weekends. The suggested date is 13 - 15th 
September 2019.

Please let me know of any members who would 
appreciate a visit from our two welfare officers or 
of anyone else who may be unwell.

Planning for our next fundraising function is well 
underway, under the stewardship of Peter Cappe 
and his committee, and will take place later in this 
year. Last year we had a lot fun with the Chef of 
Kepos Kitchen, and this year the entertainment 
will prove to be a great deal of fun also.

A vote was taken at the last general meeting and 
there was unanimous agreement to make a change 
of time for our summer meetings. Starting from 
daylight saving (October 2019), all summer 
meetings will be held at 4:30pm instead of 7:30pm 
to enable those of us who are not keen on driving 
at night to attend the meetings. Meetings during 
April to September will generally be 2:30pm unless 
otherwise indicated in the calendar.

The new SEU By-Laws were also unanimously 
passed by those present at the last general meeting.

Andrew Havas
President



SYDNEY MASADA (SMU)
President Eli Tal
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Ella Krug is no longer 
President because of 
her fall, we wish her 
a speedy recovery.  
Eli Tal has taken over 
as President which 
was decided at the 
Executive meeting on 

Tuesday 26 February.

We had a very good meeting initial 
meeting of 2019 with Rabbi Dr Ben Elton 
& wife Hinda.

At the meeting on the 26 March the 
speaker will be Doron Lazarus CEO of 
Magan David Adom NSW.  He will be 
speaking about the work of MDA.   A 
donation of $1000  has been given to MDA 
from Sydney Masada Lodge on behalf of 
B’nai B’rith.

There will be no April meeting as its Chol 
Hamoed Pesach.

The next meeting will be on the 28th May, 
speaker to be advised

There is an amazing exhibition at the 
B’nai B’rith Centre.  Please see page 2 for 
events and times.  We recommend all our 
members to attend. 

Chag Semach wishing you a happy, kosher 
Pesach. 



Womanpower celebrated 
International Women’s 
Day on Friday 8 March 
with a breakfast at the 
very special Freedom 
Hub Cafe in Young St, 
Waterloo. The Freedom 
Hub Café supports 

Australian survivors of human trafficking and 
slavery. Our guest speaker was Sally Irwin, 
Founder and CEO of the Freedom Hub. Sally 
explained:

“Start by doing what’s necessary, then do 
what’s possible and suddenly you are doing the 
impossible”.

Human trafficking and slavery happens within 
Australian borders. This is unacceptable. 
Therefore the Freedom Hub exists to help people 
who have experienced this crime. Additionally 
we partner in the fight to end global slavery. We 
heard stories of vulnerable girls from overseas 
who thought that they were going to work in 
a bona fide workplace but were denied their 
dream. They were forced into prostitution and 
to escape that life, they ended up in a women’s 
shelter. Sally was able to ‘rescue’ some of them 
and help transform their lives into something 
worthwhile.

The 25 attendees at the breakfast were a mix of 
women associated with Womanpower and a 
group of younger corporate women who were 
already connected to The Freedom Hub. The 
function was successful and lots of networking 
occurred.

Our upcoming function is combining with the 
Sephardi Synagogue for a Pre-Pesach Ballabuste 
Sephardi cooking demonstration to be held on 
Sunday 7th April from 5.30-8pm at the Sephardi 
Synagogue, Fletcher St Bondi Junction. The 
Rabbi will give us a tour of the Sephardi Shule 
and will explain many customs. We are starting 
to have a following of interested cooks so please 
join us as well. Cost is $20 to pay at the door. 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL to Nina Blair 
pnnb@optusnet.com.au

Please see flyer

Safe Conversations Workshop

Janine Zimbler is running this workshop on 
Sunday 28 April at B’nai B’rith centre from 10-
3pm. Learn the skills and techniques to talk 
without criticism, listen without judgement and 
connect beyond difference. Cost Singles $110 
Couples $200. Registration Ph 9321 6315 or 
council@bbnsw.org.au Please see flyer.

Wishing you all Pesach Sameach,

Regards 

Nina
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WOMANPOWER  (WPU)
President Nina Blair 



The Ambassador

On the 24th March the 
Israeli Ambassador Mr 
Mark Sofer will come to 
Melbourne to address 
our Bnai Brith members. 

This is a great honour and we are looking 
forward to his visit.
Ambassadors were first appointed in 
the 15th Century and were the official 
representatives overseas of their home 
country. It was often a difficult job and in 
past centuries it was not uncommon for 
them to be executed by their host country 
as a sign of displeasure with some policy 
or lack of payment by their State. 
But Mark Sofer will be amongst friends 
when he comes to Melbourne to speak 
to us on Connecting Israel with other 
countries.  
He is a diplomat, not a politician in 
the forthcoming Israeli parliamentary 
elections. Even though the question 
on everyone’s lips is “will Benjamin 
Netanyahu be re elected?” – Just don’t 
ask Mark Sofer.
At the recent In One Voice Festival we 
spoke to many members of the Jewish 
community regarding our projects in 
Bnai Brith. In particular we highlighted 
the revamped ‘Showcase  of Young Music 
Talent ( formerly called the Eisteddfod), 
the Youth Art Competition, the BBVic 
Environment Group and the new Click 
and Connect Project (the latter being a 
joint venture with the BBANZ Board). 
The feedback from the community was 
very good and we hope you too will show 
your support for these activities.

At last month’s Victorian Bnai Brith 
Council meeting (the VBBC) Morris 
Tobias (President of BBANZ) explained 
to council members that unfortunately 
the Anti Defamation Commission (the 
ADC) has decided to no longer use the 
Bnai Brith symbol or the Bnai Brith 
name in its title, mainly because they 
felt that we were not providing sufficient  
financial support to them. 
We are saddened by this change, 
especially as we have a proud 40 year 
history of  setting up and nurturing the 
ADC. 
In our new office in the Beth Weizmann 
Community Center Gaby and Frances 
are flat out helping our Units and projects 
achieve their goals. Thank you both for 
your good work which is so important to 
us. 
A new part time staff member has been 
appointed to help Andrew Kolb and his 
team to get the new Showcase concert off 
the ground. Her name is Chloe and we 
wish her success.
The reports from each Unit in this edition 
of Preview demonstrate our vitality and 
important role we have in the Jewish 
community.  I hope you enjoy reading it 
Chag Sameach for Purim and for Pesach 
which is only four weeks away. If you 
have a favourite Pesach recipe (esp a 
vegetarian one) that you want to share, 
please send it to Frances as we plan to 
circulate them for others in B’nai B’rith 
to enjoy. 
Benny
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B’nai B’rith Victoria
President Dr Benny Monheit 



	
	

	

From the U.N. Human Rights Council 
Geneva, Switzerland 

 
 
 
 

March 15, 2019 
 
H.E. Ms. Rosemary Banks 
Ambassador-Designate to the United States of America 
New Zealand Embassy Washington 
37 Observatory Cir NW 
Washington D.C. 
 
via facsimile 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
On behalf of B’nai B’rith International, we write to express our shock at the terror attacks 
at two mosques in Christchurch. We send our deepest condolences to the families 
affected by this horrific attack and to all the people of New Zealand. 
 
The hatred that inspired this contemptible act is an increasingly growing problem in far 
too many parts of the world. It has only been a few short months since the American 
Jewish community suffered a similar tragedy at Pittsburgh, but our community is still 
shaken to the core by that attack. To see nationalist extremism strike again—this time on 
the other side of the world—is distressing for us and for all people of conscience. 
 
The only way to defeat hateful ideologies is to confront them head on. B’nai B’rith 
International stands with the people of New Zealand at this terrible time of unimaginable 
loss, and we pledge to fight with you against extremist hate and fanaticism in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charles O. Kaufman     Daniel S. Mariaschin 
President      CEO 
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Seeking volunteers for a

Pesach Mitzvah 2019

   To join us please call the B’nai B’rith office on (02) 9321 6307  
   or email: vivienne.radomsky@bbnsw.org.au

PESACH PARCEL DELIVERIES
 Seeking drivers and volunteers to deliver Pesach   
 food parcels to members of our community.

 When:   Sunday 7 April 2019  Time: 8.30am

 Where:   Pick up Eastern Suburbs: Jewish Care, 3 Saber    
                             Street, Bondi Junction, Sydney

    Pick Up North Shore contact David Laufer 
    0409 077 093 dlaufer@tpg.com.au 
             
 Each car will be given a few parcels to deliver in a specified area.

 An excellent opportunity to engage your children in the mitzvah 
       of Tikkun Olam.



$20 

 

 
 A Pesach Date with the Balabustas! 

 
Come & cook for Pesach with Womanpower 
and The Sephardi Synagogue 
 

Sunday 7 April  
5.30pm–8pm 
 
Sephardi Synagogue 
Fletcher St, Bondi Junction 
 
Experience the Sephardi way of making 
charoset from dates and other delectable 
Sephardi Pesach foods.  
Rabbi Chriqui will give a tour of the Shule 
and explain some of the Sephardi 
customs. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   

Cost: $20 

RSVP to Nina Blair on  pnnb@optusnet.com.au by Sunday 31 March 

Womanpower on Facebook: @BnaiBrithWomanpower 
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                  BENEVOLENCE    FRIENDSHIP    HARMONY     TRUTH     PEACE    JUSTICE    LIGHT 
 

                         President:  Ph (02) 9427 1249 or Mob: 0409 077 093 
                         Treasurer: 48 Ashley Street, Chatswood, NSW 2067 

 

NORTH  SHORE  KADIMAH  UNIT  3501  Inc. 

Members and Friends of North Shore Kadimah 
are cordially invited 

to 
18 Merrivale Road, Pymble 

(in the Wine Cellar of Sharon and Martin’s home) 
on 

Sunday 14th April 2019 
at 2.30pm 

Our guest speaker is:- 

David Ligoff 
speaking on 

‘Whisky Appreciation and Tasting’ 

 
Cheese and biscuits will be available during tasting 

Followed by afternoon tea 
 

(Please bring a plate to share for afternoon tea) 
 

Cost $5.00 
RSVP Sharon: Phone: 9440 4898 or Mob: 0419 990 503 
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BB NSW Council Executives

President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Secretary
Anna Marks OAM Dorrit Mahemoff Janine Zimbler James Altman OAM

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au lendorr@bigpond.com janinezimbler@gmail.com james@altman.id.au

Councillor Councillor Past President Hon Treasurer
Eli Tal Belinda Levy Ivan Kaplan John Szabo

etal@designerrugs.com.au levy.belinda53@gmail.com ivan.kaplan@gmail.com john@szaboaccounting.com.au

PRESIDENTS
ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT AVIV LODGE                        AVIV LODGE

Ann Milch                                                     John Roozendaal
                                                
amilch@bigpond.net.au                               jroozend@gmail.com                   

Ernie Friedlander OAM

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH SYD EINFELD UNIT SYDNEY MASADA UNIT
David Laufer Andrew Havas OAM Eli Tal

dlaufer@tpg.com.au andrew@fairgo.net etal@designerrugs.com.au

      

WOMANPOWER UNIT COURAGE TO CARE BARGAIN BAZAAR
Nina Blair                           Juliet Seifert Robert Kohn

pnnb@optusnet.com.au jseifert@bigpond.net.au rgkohn@outlook.com

Contact us ….... BB RETIREMENT VILLAGES
Phone         (02) 9321 6300 Henry Wirth

Web            www.bnaibrith.org.au

Email          council@bbnsw.org.au hwirth@bbrv.org.au


