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Invitation to all members
to the official opening of the exhibition

LETTERS OF LOSS AND REFUGE
with

Dr Avril Alba
Senior Lecturer in Holocaust Studies and Jewish Civilisation in the

Department of Hebrew, Biblical and Jewish Studies at the
University of Sydney

Sunday 17 March 2019
10.30am

B’nai B’rith Centre
Barker Street (opposite McDonald’s)

Kensington, UNSW

RSVP to council@bbnsw.org.au or call 9321-6315 by 12 March 2019

      The exhibition based from the book ‘From Things Lost’ by Shirli Gilbert,
      draws from a collection of letters, written over a period of 40 years, by
      Rudolf Schwab, a Jewish refugee from Nazi Germany, who found 
      sanctuary in South Africa in 1936.  Discovered in a garage in 2009,
      his letters are one of the largest Holocaust related letter collections
      ever found.

Bargain Bazaar



B’nai B’rith Communicator March 2019 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
* N.B.    MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO 
                ANY AND ALL FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW

Sunday 24th February
2.00pm @ BB Centre “Reds Under the Bed” a talk 
by the Author Michael Komesaroff $10.

Tuesday 26th February
Sydney Masada Unit 2.30pm Princess Gardens Rose 
Bay.  Guest speaker Rabbi Dr  Ben Elton, senior 
Rabbi of the Great Synagogue.

Friday 8th March
WPU 9.30am  Breakfast at The Freedom Hub $25   
RSVP Nina  pnnb@optusnet,com.au.

Sunday 10th March
COURAGE TO CARE 20th Anniversary 2.30pm 
Celebration, High Tea at Vaucluse House. Please call  
9321-6301 to book.

AVIV 6.00pm @ BB Centre Installation & dinner $50 
RSVP Ann Milch.

Sunday 17th March 
10.30am @ BB Centre
Opening of “Letters of Loss & Refuge” Exhibition. 
RSVP council@bbnsw.org.au or 9321-6315.

Syd Einfeld Unit 7.30pm @ BB Centre, Guest 
speaker Joanna Kalowski.  “The attack on Identity: 
Politics and culture in the age of strong men.” 

Monday 18th March
AVIV 7.30pm @ BB Centre, Guest speaker Adi 
Gefen-Adler, shaliach for the UIA.

Tuesday 19th March
Syd Einfeld Unit 12.00pm Shmooze @ Rose Bay RSL 
Contact Sue Samuels sue.samuels@bigpond.com
Sunday 24th March
NSK 2.30pm @ Kadimah Gardens, Author Nicole 
Trope will provide insights into her works and the 
process of composing them. 

Tuesday 26th March
Sydney Masada Unit  2.30pm @ Princess Gardens 
Rose Bay.  Guest speaker from MDA.

Sunday 31st March
BB Centre,  Selected Readings from “Letters 
of Loss & Refuge”  - Exhibition opens 6.00pm 
reading starts 7.00pm$10 RSVP 9321-6315  or 
council@bbnsw.org.au.

Thursday 4th April
7.00pm @ BB Centre Author Josephine Brouard 
speaking on her book ‘Scatterling’ $10  RSVP 
council@bbnsw.org.au or 9321-6315

Sunday 7th April
Pesach parcel delivery. 
Pickup Eastern Suburbs Jewish Care contact 
Vivienne Radomsky 9321-6307  or      vivienne.
radomsky@bbnsw.org.au 
Pickup North Shore -contact David Laufer 
dlaufer@tpg.com.au.

Thursday 11th April
Syd Einfeld Unit Sussing out Sydney  Contact 
Sue Samuels sue.samuels@bigpond.com.

Saturday Evening 13th April or Sunday 
afternoon14th April
NSK Whiskey tasting at Dobson’s Cellars
contact David Laufer dlaufer@tpg.com.au 

Sunday 14h April
3.00pm @ BB Centre Musical highlights of 
South Africa with the Sydney Jewish Coral 
Society  $10 RSVP council@bbnsw.org.au or 
9321-6315

Monday 22 April (Easter Monday)
Syd Einfeld Unit  Matzo Picnic Contact Sue 
Samuels  sue.samuels@bigpond.com.
 
Sunday 28th April
Safe Conversations Workshop 10.00am - 
3.00pm.@ BB Centre To register call 9321-6315 
or council@bbnsw.org.au. Singles $110 Couples 
$220.

FEBRUARY 2019

MARCH 2019

MARCH 2019

APRIL 2019



Starting with great news, Past 
President of Syd Einfeld Unit, 
David Samuels will become 
District President  when 
Morris Tobias finishes his term 
in September, and it is most 
fortunate that Sue Samuels will 
be Secretary at the same time. 
Congratulations on accepting 

the positions. 

The Triennial Conference of BBANZ, with 
special guest B’nai B’rith International  President 
‘Chuck’ Kaufman will take place in Melbourne 
from 6-9th September 2019. All welcome. 

On a somewhat sadder note, the B’nai B’rith Anti 
Defamation Commission is no longer associated 
with B’nai B’rith, although their Constitution 
still stipulates one member of their Board has to 
be a member of B’nai B’rith.  In this instance, at 
the moment it is still Morris Tobias, who is the 
Vice Chairman. The ADC now has significant 
philanthropic and fundraising support from 
Victorian sources so the B’nai B’rith name has 
been removed from all ADC communications.

The year ahead for BBNSW is full of fantastic 
events and programmes, starting with a joint 
event with the Australian Jewish Historical 
Society this Sunday, 24th February 2.00pm. Please 
see flyer, ‘Reds Under the Beds’.

We then move onto the opening of the exhibition, 
“Letters of Refuge’ from Sunday, 17th March to 
the 14th April.

We will again have a series of associated events 
during the exhibition, including a reading of 
some of the letters, staged by Chris and James 
Hill in association with Vivienne, a musical event 
with the Jewish Choral Society, singing from 
their South African Repertoire, and an Authors 
talk.  So a very exciting month ahead.

Juliet Seiffert and I have been invited to the 
opening of a Raoul Wallenberg Exhibition at 
the Waverley Library on Saturday 2nd March.  A 
shame that in spite of our best efforts and Rabbi 
Meltzer’s, we could not have the exhibition here 
at B’nai B’rith.

The new President of Aepi for 2019  is Jonathan 
Moalemm, and I  again look forward to a good 
working relationship with them. Jonathan 
has promised us some technical support in 
videoing and putting on Facebook the reading 
of ‘Letters of Refuge’ Incidentally I’m delighted 
to write that there have been over 2000 hits on 
Facebook about this exhibition, so it is going to 
be something very special.

Womanpower are powering ahead (excuse the 
pun) again this year.  The very special project 
Janine Zimbler has bought to BBNSW ‘Safe 
Conversations’ will be rolled out  at various 
dates during the year, attracting other Jewish 
Community organisations, and again promises 
to be a most successful outreach project for B’nai 
B’rith. They have also got new and innovative 
ideas for the year ahead, that will be coming to 
fruition.

Wishing Diana Laufer a Refuah Shleyma after 
her accident.

Looking forward to welcoming all our members 
and friends to an exciting 2019.

Chag Sameach Purim.

Anna

B’nai B’rith Communicator March 2019 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Anna Marks OAM
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AVIV  
Co-Presidents  Jenny Burman & Gary Marx

Dear Members

Our Chanukah 
party in December 
was a resounding 
success with great  
entertainment.  

The Social 
Committee outdid themselves with the 
arrangements. Hugh Moran again played for us 
and it was a night of toe tapping and dancing.

We began the year with an Australia Day picnic at 
the home of John Roozendaal.  It was a beautiful 
summer’s day barbecue with John as the chef 
par excellence.  It was “house full” on the day 
and so enjoyable that no one wanted to leave. 
Many stayed on until late on the Sunday night.  A 
forerunner of future functions and we thank John 
for being such a wonderful host.

INSTALLATION: Sunday, March 10 at 6.00 pm.   
This year we are having a dinner at B’nai B’rith 
for the installation of our new Executive.   Please 
note the date.  Invitations are being sent out.   

A number of our residents have been on the sick 
list and we wish them well.  Eva Visontay and 
Sandra Marx have spent time in Wolper and 
Jenny Burman has had bronchial pneumonia.  All 
are now on the mend.

GENERAL MEETING:  Monday March 
18.  The speaker will be the charismatic 
Adi Gefen-Adler, shaliach for the UIA. 

The new executive are already planning an 
exciting year ahead and are very enthusiastic 
about 2019.   
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT (ADU)
President Ernie Friedlander OAM

Dear Members

Here is an update on 
what is happening in 
our organisation, in our 
community and beyond.

1.  You may have 
noticed our letter in the 
Australian Jewish News 

relating to the actions of the Beth Din and 
Moriah College and speaking out against 
discrimination.

2.  We are progressing well with our pro-
active anti-racism project, communicating and 
working with other like-minded organisations 
and addressing anti-semitism in the process. 
We hope to be able to launch it in June.

3.  Our highly successful Change Makers, 
Jewish Youth and Young Adults Achievement 
Awards for 2019 seems to be gaining further 
momentum. It will be the lead article in the 
Community Supplement of the Australian 
Jewish News in March. Doing it in conjunction 
with the JNF greatly assisted in its expansion.

4. We had the first meeting to arrange this 
year’s HUMAN RIGHTS ADDRESS. We are 
considering getting an o/seas drawcard or 
having a panel discussion on anti-semitism. 

5.  Unfortunately Michelle Hilton is still not 
well. It is likely that she may need surgery on 
her neck. On the positive side, Edith Brutman 
is getting better, with reduced pain.

6. The Moving Forward Together program: 
We had the Harmony Walk in Blacktown, 
17 February, which also featured musical 
performances from various community 
groups. The catalyst for the event is to build 
bridges between diverse elements of Australian 
society. 

7. The 2019 Harmony Day Poster & Song 
completion  is now in full swing and we are 
starting to get entries.

Hope you have all moved well into the new 
year and are enjoying the positives of life.

Ernie
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Our AGM/EGM was held 
on the 18th February.  All of 
the resolutions at the EGM 
were passed and I made the 
following report at the AGM
It is my pleasure to present 
the Annual Report for the 
year 2017/2018 including 

updates since July 1.
We have been in our new premises for 2 years and 
most of us now think of it as our 2nd home. Many of 
our youth organizations are making use of the Centre 
which is rewarding to see and augers well for the long 
term future of the Centre. Camp Sababa used our 
premises for three days for activities while they were 
at camp at Shalom College.   It was just wonderful to 
see their smiling faces and enthusiasm. In line with 
Vivienne Radomsky’s energetic approach to involving 
other organizations we will be hosting a further Art 
Exhibition in conjunction with COA.  During the last 
year we held a joint lecture with the Australian Jewish 
Historical Society on the topic of “Viennese Refugees 
in Sydney”.   In a few weeks’ time a most interesting 
exhibition entitled “Letters of Loss & Refuge” will be 
held here.  I can assure you that this is one exhibition 
that should not be missed.   
These are just a few highlights of the outreach activities 
which the Centre hopes will assist in invigorating B’nai 
B’rith in Sydney.
The Centre continues to provide facilities at no cost to 
both Courage to Care and Moving Forward Together 
an offshoot of the Alfred Dreyfus Unit. 
It is pleasing to be able to report that the Centre and 
Council work extremely harmoniously together and 
I think this is due to the fact that Anna Marks OAM 
President of Council and myself hold office on each 
other’s committees.  So thank you Anna again for 
working so tirelessly to put B’nai B’rith on the map.
Our investment properties continue to perform well 
and this has enabled us to full fill our commitments and 
obligations both to members and the NSW Council.  
Additionally I am proud to be able to announce that 
we will be able to help fund the part time help that 
Vivienne Radomsky so urgently requires to further her 
work with the Youth.
You will be aware that following this meeting we will be 
holding an Extra Ordinary General Meeting.  I would 
like to say a few words about a couple of the matters 
to be raised at that meeting.  Firstly, A decision was 
made that as from July 1 last year the $10 annual fee 
for membership of the Centre was abolished.  This 
needs to be ratified at the EGM. Secondly we  propose 
a change to the composition of the Board. Late last year 
consideration was given to the possibility of a merger 
between the Centre and Sydney Nominees.  With the 
possibility that this may happen and I emphasize the 

word, may, the decision was taken to reduce the number 
of directors.  Such a move was also in line with the fact 
that much of the work of the Board had been engaged 
in, following the sale of Yurong St, the investment 
of proceeds and the finding and fitting out of new 
premises needed the input of a larger Board.  With 
all of this now accomplished, a small working group 
is more than adequate.  Following these discussions 
Ralph Hirst co-operatively stepped aside and Lottie 
Vidor, Michael Cass, Barbara Hart and Sylvia Kohn 
indicated that they would not recontest their places on 
the Board. 
1n gratitude of service that these directors have given 
to the Centre we would like to make a presentation of 
two gold leaves on our Tree of Life in the foyer.  One 
of the leaves recognizes Lottie Vidor’s outstanding 
contribution of 34 years of continuous involvement on 
the Board, while the other recognizes Barbara Hart, 
Michael Cass and Sylvia Kohn for their contributions 
to the Centre and I wish to thank them most sincerely. 
A further “thank you” is due to Agnes Heffernan 
who continued to serve the Board as Treasurer, being 
always available with expertise in financial matters as 
well as the general running of the Centre. Agnes will 
present her report shortly.  It will be her last report as 
Treasurer, although she will remain a director on the 
Centre Board. John Szabo has been engaged to act as 
Treasurer of the Centre.  
So in advance thank you Agnes for a job well done and 
in recognition of your 9 years as Treasurer a Gold Leaf 
will also be added to the Tree of Life.  Thanks are also 
due to our Honorary Solicitor, Bob Ebner, who has 
indicated his willingness to stand again for the coming 
year.  So thank you ever so much Bob.
My thanks also to Vivienne Radomsky, our project 
Manager and Jenny Mandel who is now in her 3rd year 
as administrator.  Also to Gordon and Alex who keep 
the premises clean and in order.   
Lastly but not least thank you to my fellow Board 
members for always being available to me, especially 
John Roozendaal, my Vice Chairman, for his continuing 
help and expertise in property management.
I wish to thank you my fellow B’nai B’rith members 
for supporting the Centre and for your attendance at 
this AGM.  Be assured that this Board will always work 
to ensure the continuation of the good name of B’nai 
B’rith in the wider community.

The 2018/19 Board consists  of Dorrit Mahemoff-
Chairman, John Roozendaal-Vice-Chairman and 
Ernie Friedlander OAM, Agnes Heffernan, Ivan 
Kaplan, Anna Marks OAM as directors and John Szabo 
as Treasurer.

Kind regards
Dorrit Mahemoff-Chairman

CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT
Dorrit Mahemoff
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COURAGE TO CARE
Chairperson Juliet Seifert 

Courage to Care National 
Conference
As I write this, I am 
heartened and excited by 
the outcomes of the last 
couple of days, spent at the 
conference in Melbourne 
and attended by over fifty 

representatives from Western Australia, Victoria, 
Queensland and New South Wales.

The theme of “Thinking Big: Courage to Care 
Across Australia” forced us to focus on the 
need for increased cooperation in planning and 
sharing approaches if we are to increase our reach 
and impact, as well as attract new volunteers and 
supporters. We learned a great deal from each 
other and shall now continue to build on that.

The keynote address was delivered by Vedran 
Drakulic OAM, CEO of Gandel Philanthropy. 
Using relevant examples from within our 
community and outside it, Vedran outlined the 
pros and cons of taking a national approach. 

The message is clear: moving towards a national 
strategy is of the utmost importance and is 
the way to grow our volunteer base, including 
younger people. Courage to Care needs to marry 
its positive culture to a strong national strategy. 

We made a good start at the conference, agreeing 
on our common purpose and identifying key areas 
where a national approach needs to be developed. 
There’s a lot to be done and it will take time, but 
each State agreed to do its part by contributing 
or leading in specific areas. It augers well for the 
future of Courage to Care.

Celebrating our 20 years
Coming up on Sunday 10th March, our special 
afternoon tea at Vaucluse House will be a very 
special event. There will be some special speakers. 
There will be a chance to catch up with friends from 
all the years of Courage to Care’s development, to 
reminisce, to celebrate, to enjoy good food and 
good music, all in the lovely surrounds of an old 
stately home.

Don’t miss out! Capacity is limited by space. 
So, call the office NOW to book: Tel: 02 9321 6301

Juliet Seifert



A select group of 
members met on 17 
February to hear a 
talk by the eminent 
musicologist James 
Altman on “Music made 
in Australia”.  
The talk, supplemented 
by audio and visual 

recordings, gave a chronological description 
of composers of classical music, and a couple 
of folk songs. The composers, some of whom 
were Jewish, wrote in Australia or were born in 
Australia. 

The coverage began with Isaac Nathan who 
arrived in Sydney in the 1840s through to 
contemporary Elena Kats-Chernin. 
There is speculation that Harry Nathan, Isaac’s 
nephew, composed the music to Waltzing 
Matilda.  
Another composer was Mirrie Hill, whose non-
Jewish husband and composer Alfred Hill was 
choirmaster at the Great Synagogue for a couple 
of years.  
Thanks to James and his wife Elaine for hosting 
this gathering in their home.   

Another select group of members met at the 
Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway in Concord 
on 24 February to cater for and socialise with 
clients of D.A.R.T.S.  This is our regular hands-
on benevolent activity.  Please diarise 14 July 
and 10 November for future outings with 
D.A.R.T.S.

Continuing the theme of talks by members’ 
offspring, author Nicole Trope daughter of 
Hilary and Hilton Bernstein will provide 
insights into her works and the process of 
composing them.  This will be on Sunday 24 
March at 2:30pm at Kadimah Gardens. 

Pesach Parcel deliveries are now scheduled to 
occur on 7 April.  Please let me know in advance 
of your participation in delivering these parcels 
on the North Shore.  My contact details are  
dlaufer@tpg.com.au

We are currently discussing with an expert to 
have a talk and tasting of different whiskies on 
Saturday evening 13 April or Sunday afternoon 
14 April.  The venue is likely to be at Dobson’s 
Cellars.

A theatre party to see the film “Red Joan” 
starring Judi Dench and Tom Hughes at 
Roseville Cinema has been arranged for Sunday 
9th June.  

It is a British spy drama. More details will follow 
soon in a flyer.  Please RSVP as soon as possible 
to Maree Tofler.

Speedy Recovery 
To the members who arrived home with a nasty 
cold or similar after a holiday in NZ.  
I pray for a speedy recovery for my wife Diana 
following her fall.

Congratulations 
Jane and Leon Lurie on the marriage of Jane’s 
son, Martin to Renyee.
Ros and Henry Roberts on the marriage of their 
daughter, Jackie to Jason.
Annette and Paul Winter on the recent Bar 
Mitzvah of their grandson, Alexander.
Evelyn Solomon and Annette and Paul Winter 
on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Lachlan.

David Laufer 
President.

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH (NSK)
President David Laufer
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SYD EINFELD (SEU)
President Andrew Havas OAM
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Yet again a record is broken. 
The members of Syd Einfeld 
Unit have held every major 
position in B'nai B'rith 
since its existence in 1996. 
From vice Chair of the Anti-
Defamation Commission, to 
Council President, to Chair 
of Courage to Care NSW, to 

roles in the Bargain Bazaar and to Chair of B'nai 
B'rith Retirement Village AND now to Distract 
President of Australia New Zealand. Mazel-tov to 
David Samuels for accepting this prestigious role 
from September this year when the International 
President of B'nai B'rith Charles “Chuck” Kaufman 
will be installing David in Melbourne for the next 
three years. 

Our Australia Day Picnic at Anna & Steven Mark’s 
garden was a resounding success with one of the 
largest attendance to date at a Syd Einfeld Unit 
function. Well done team everyone had a great 
time and even though the morning looked like 
rain people still turned up. 

We are also attracting record numbers to out 
Sussing Out Sydney with 39 people attending with 
similar numbers to our Smooze sessions at the 
Rose Bay RSL. 

We seem to be on a “Winner” with these 
functions. You, the members have told us what 
type of function you want. So, the moral of the 
story is; if you have any suggestions of what type 
of functions/outings etc. you as members would 
like, please share your thoughts with one of your 

executive members and tell us. 

The SEU executive has decided to appoint two 
Welfare Offices to visit some of our members who 
are unwell. Robin Lewis and Wendy Rosenthal 
have agreed to take on this important role as our 
members gracefully age. I am sure, knowing these 
two members, that they will do a sterling job. 
Robin and Wendy,  thank you for accepting these 
new roles.

I am saddened to have learnt that the Anti-
Defamation Commission of B'nai B'rith in Victoria 
has decided to leave the B'nai B'rith family and go 
out on its own. At the last B'nai B'rith Council 
meeting the District President, Morris Tobias, 
announced that the Gandel Group will be funding 
the ADC from now on and that they will no longer 
be part of B'nai B'rith. After an Illustrious 42 years 
under the umbrella and as a project of B'nai B'rith 
the ADC has decided to part company. This is a sad 
day especially after all the support it has received 
from our organisation. 

On a much brighter note we have some great 
functions coming up:
 
• Sunday, 17th March, 7.30pm, B’nai B’rith Centre. 
Guest Speaker, Joanna Kalowski. “The attack on 
Identity: Politics and culture in the age of strong 
men.” 
• Tuesday, 19th March, next Shmooze, 12.00pm                  
at Rose Bay RSL. 
• Thursday, April 11 Next Sussing Out Sydney,TBA
• Monday, 22nd April (Easter Monday) Keep free 
for our Matzo Picnic.

Andrew Havas OAM
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PROJECT MANAGER’S REPORT
Vivienne  Radomsky

Dear members & friends

2019 started with a 
bang and doesn’t seem 
to have any intention of 
slowing down.

On 1 January, I joined 
67 educators on the JNF 

Educators Study tour in Israel. The next 10 days 
were spent travelling throughout the country, 
learning the history and culture and forming new 
friendships and connections. 
The tour was exceptionally well-planned to get 
the most out of the short period and it reignited 
my love for Israel which I had not had the 
opportunity to visit in over 30 years. I now have 
a vastly improved knowledge, especially the role 
played by JNF in the development of the country.

Before the start of the school year, a two-day 
portrait photography workshop was run for our 
BBYO. 

In Centennial Park, we joined a group from the 
Burger Centre and each young photographers 
were partnered with an older person and given 
the task of interviewing their partner and taking 
their portrait. We walked to the Burger Centre 
for lunch and the kids printed out their photos 
and presented them to their partners. A true 
intergenerational experience enjoyed by all.

Letters of Loss and Refuge: 
On 17 March the “Letters of Loss and Refuge” 
Exhibition opens at the B’nai B’rith Centre and I 
would like to invite you all to attend. If you can’t 
make it to the opening please come along and 
view the exhibition during the month it is on at 
the Centre. 

To spark a bit of interest I have decided to include 
the synopsis of the exhibition in my report.
“Rudolf Schwab’s letters were discovered in 2009 
by his grandson Daniel in a forgotten trunk in the 
garage of the family home.

He fled Nazi Germany in 1933 on the advice of a
 school friend, Karl Kipfer who was already then a 
member of the Nazi Party and found sanctuary in 
South Africa in 1936.
His collection of letters written to family and friends 
covers 4 decades, 5 continents and  includes both 
sides of the correspondence, (he kept carbon copies 
of his own letters as well as those he received). This 
invaluable collection gives us insight into his life, 
his struggle as a refugee, his displacement, loss of 
family, reconnection with those who survived and 
strangely, his friend Karl.”

Please make time to visit this enthralling 
exhibition - we promise to have a cup of tea and 
a biscuit ready for you.

ABC ART Exhibition: 
The call has now gone out to all artists in our 
community about the ABC Art exhibition which 
will be on at the B’nai B’rith Centre from 23 June 
to 7 July. This is in partnership with COA and will 
be the second time we are working together on an 
exhibition - our previous one was a great success. 

Please pass the word onto all artists, amateur and 
professional, who would be interested in being 
part of this collaboration.  Please see flyer.





SYDNEY MASADA (SMU)
President Ella Krug
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We are all sorry to hear 
Ella Krug has fractured 
her hip, but having just 
spoken with her, she is 
as always in good spirits 
and in rehab doing the 
hard yards for recovery.

In the meantime, Eli Tal 
has resumed  his position as Acting President 
of the Unit.

This month’s meeting, on Tuesday, 26th 
February, 2.30pm  will be addressed by Rabbi 
Benjamin Elton.  As has been the practice for 
many years, The Senior Rabbi of The Great 
Synagogue has always been the first speaker of 
the year at Sydney Masada.

His topic, ’Brexit -  Good for the Jews or bad 
for the Jews’ so highly topical in this era of 
turmoil in international politics. 

Of course we again look forward to welcoming 
BB members and residents   from The 
Retirement Village to join us in the Andy 
Freeman Hall for the talk. Afternoon tea will 
be provided as usual.

For our meeting on Tuesday, 26th March, 2.30 
pm, the guest speaker will be a representative 
from MDA, who will discuss the vital work 
MDA does in Israel, all day and every day, 
and occasionally under the most difficult and 
dangerous conditions.

Looking forward to seeing you all,

Anna Marks.
President,
BBNSW



Our year has started 
with a very positive and 
productive planning 
meeting. 

Our first event will be to 
celebrate International 
Women’s Day on Friday 
8th March. 

We are organising a catered breakfast at a very 
special venue in Waterloo called The Freedom 
Hub. 

The Freedom Hub helps rebuild the lives of 
people who have experienced modern day 
slavery and human trafficking within Australian 
borders. The Freedom Hub runs

- a survivor school to rehabilitate

- a café to assist funding

- events for awareness & funds

- slave-free retail for shoppers

100% profits support survivors

Our guest speaker will be Sally Irwin, the 

founder and CEO of The Freedom Hub. 

Cost is $25.The details of the event are on the 
flyer. All are welcome.

We will have a weekend away at Vincentia in 
early May for Womanpower members.

We plan to have dinner meetings with guest 
speakers at a variety of restaurants to taste 
different cuisines including Chinese, Japanese, 
Hungarian, Vietnamese and vegan.

We will continue to host our Ballabuste evenings. 
The first one will be a Pre- Pesach evening on 7 
April combined with the Sephardi Synagogue to 
be held at Fletcher St Woollahra.

Janine will run our Safe Conversations course 
on Sunday 28 April at B’nai Brith from 10am-
3pm. All are welcome. Details are on the flyer.

I am very excited about the upcoming events 
Womanpower is facilitating and look forward 
to seeing you there. 

Regards Nina

WOMANPOWER  (WPU)
President Nina Blair 

Time on your hands?
The Bargain Bazaar Charity Shop in Cleveland Street, 

Surry Hills is looking for volunteers

Please contact Robert Kohn  0413 676 963 
rgkohn@outlook.com



We have relocated our 
headquarters. 

We moved in December  
to the Beth Weizmann 
Community Centre in South 
Caulfield. 

Our new office telephone 
number is 03 9523 0888. 

Its early days yet, but feedback from members, 
staff and the community so far has been very 
positive regarding the location, the facilities and 
the office space. 

Some of our BBANZ Conference in September 
will be held here, so you can then judge it 
yourself. We hope that this move to “the 
heart of the community”  will lead to closer 
collaborations between our six Units and our 
Projects and will give us a clearer focus in the 
Jewish community. We have a three year lease 
there with option to extend.

Courage to Care has moved to different premises 
nearby and we have kept in close touch and our 
relationship is healthy and strong.

Our BBANZ website page is now updated 
frequently and we are also using our Facebook 
page more often. Its hard to know yet whether 
these digital platforms are having an effect 
in terms of lifting our profile and attracting 
participants in our functions – but our 
impression is that’s starting to work. Our 
marketing company, called Racket, is also 
helping us in this area. 

We met recently with staff from the marketing 
department of the Australian Jewish News 
to talk about advertising and building our 
profile. This was a useful meeting which may 
lead to more collaboration between us. One 
suggestion from that meeting was that  it would 
be worthwhile for us to pool our resources and 
have one big page ad for Chagim from all of 
B’nai B’rith, rather than each region taking out 
a small ad (eg half page or quarter page ad) . A 
big ad has greater impact.

Our six Units continue with their regular 
functions and projects. Recent highlights were 
the Cup Eve function at the Pavilion, the final 
Fellowship Concert for the year and book club 
and film night activities. Our affiliate group 
Chaverim held a very successful Cup Day BBQ 
where over 50 people ( mostly non members) 
turned up.

Our focus for the coming year is to try to attract 
unaffiliated Jewish people in their 40s and 50s 
and early 60s (the younger baby boomers) to 
our BB activities and to start 3-4 new activities 
or projects that may be of interest to that 
demographic group.

We are looking forward to another challenging 
and exciting year.

Benny Monheit

President,  BBVic
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B’nai B’rith Victoria
President Dr Benny Monheit 





with Sally Irwin
Founder & CEO of

THE FREEDOM HUB

Friday 8 March 2019   at The Freedom Hub

283 Young Street, Waterloo

9.30am 
$25

RSVP essential to Nina 0411 293 692  pnnb@optusnet.com.au 

Join Womanpower for breakfast 
in celebration of 

International Women’s Day 

The Freedom Hub helps rebuild the lives of people who have 

experienced modern day slavery and human trafficking within 

Australian borders and partners in the fight to end global slavery.



  

 

Y o u  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  

20th 
A n n i v e r s a r y  

 

Celebrating 

Courage to Care 
 

Sunday, 10 March 
At 2:30P.M. 

 

High Tea at Vaucluse House 
69A Wentworth Road 

Vaucluse NSW 2030 

Tickets ($35): www.trybooking.com/BAFEH  



March SEU Meeting 
17th March, 2019 at 7.30pm 

B’nai B’rith Centre 
Guest Speaker is 

Joanna Kalowski  
who will talk about


The attack on Identity: Politics and culture in the age of strong men.

ww.jok.com.au 

JOANNA KALOWSKI is a mediator, facilitator and judicial educator, and is director of 
Joanna Kalowski and Associates, a management consultancy specialising in dispute 
resolution, cross-cultural communication and organisational development.   She has 
worked for over twenty years in Australia and New Zealand, as well as in Singapore, 
Thailand, Hong Kong and India. Over the last seven years, Joanna has also run workshops 
in Italy, Germany, England, Denmark, Spain, Switzerland and France, including a three-day 
summer school for the Centre de Mediation de Paris (CMAP) in 2005, conducted in French 
on Majorca. 
Joanna has mediated over 300 cases: indigenous land claims, environmental matters, 
community involvement in public infrastructure projects, commercial, industrial and 
academic disputes.



Seeking volunteers for a

Pesach Mitzvah 2019

   To join us please call the B’nai B’rith office on (02) 9321 6307  
   or email: vivienne.radomsky@bbnsw.org.au

PESACH PARCEL DELIVERIES
 Seeking drivers and volunteers to deliver Pesach   
 food parcels to members of our community.

 When:   Sunday 7 April 2019  Time: 8.30am

 Where:   Pick up Eastern Suburbs: Jewish Care, 3 Saber    
                             Street, Bondi Junction, Sydney

    Pick Up North Shore contact David Laufer 
    0409 077 093 dlaufer@tpg.com.au 
             
 Each car will be given a few parcels to deliver in a specified area.

 An excellent opportunity to engage your children in the mitzvah 
       of Tikkun Olam.



What Happens when you put Relationships First?

Talking is among the most dangerous things people do - and listening, the most infrequent. This paradox 
inevitably leads to seemingly insurmountable conflict in all of our relationships, and makes developing 
strong, happy connections practically impossible.

There’s an alternative! Come to a Safe Conversations© workshop with your partner, friends, colleagues 
and community members and learn a research-based relational methodology that equips you with the 
skills and techniques to talk without criticism, listen without judgment and connect through difference. 

Features of the Safe Conversations Workshop

Dialogue
A new way to talk and 

listen that creates 
safe relationships

Fun Sessions
A mix of demos, lectures 

and practice

Follow-Up
Support and

practice groups

Join us and bring the power of Safe Conversations© to your relationships!

Date/Time: Admission:

Instructed By:
Register at: 

Location:

Learn more about Safe Conversations©: www.relationshipsfirst.org • info@relationshipsfirst.org • (800) 315-2994

©

©

Sunday 28 April 2019, 10am - 3pm
Singles $110 Couples $220

Janine Zimbler (Social Worker)

B'nai B'rith Centre 
Barker Street, UNSW, Kensington, 
Sydney (Opp McDonalds) 
Free parking on campus available

9321 6315 or council@bbnsw.org.au
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BB NSW Council Executives

President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Secretary
Anna Marks OAM Dorrit Mahemoff Janine Zimbler James Altman OAM

0418 965 827

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au lendorr@bigpond.com janinezimbler@gmail.com james@altman.id.au

Councillor Councillor Past President Hon Treasurer
Eli Tal Belinda Levy Ivan Kaplan John Szabo

etal@designerrugs.com.au levy.belinda53@gmail.com ivan.kaplan@gmail.com john@szaboaccounting.com.au

PRESIDENTS
ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT AVIV LODGE                        AVIV LODGE

Jenny Burman                                              Gary Marx
                                  
jennyred@bigpond.com                                gary@9p8-0e9tryujnb ¶io7u6i76u76m

Ernie Friedlander OAM

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH SYD EINFELD UNIT SYDNEY MASADA UNIT
David Laufer Andrew Havas OAM Ella Krug

dlaufer@tpg.com.au andrew@fairgo.net hekrug@optusnet.com.au

      

WOMANPOWER UNIT COURAGE TO CARE BARGAIN BAZAAR
Nina Blair                           Juliet Seifert Robert Kohn

pnnb@optusnet.com.au jseifert@bigpond.net.au rgkohn@outlook.com

Contact us ….... BB RETIREMENT VILLAGES
Phone         (02) 9321 6300 Henry Wirth

Web            www.bnaibrith.org.au

Email          council@bbnsw.org.au hwirth@bbrv.org.au


