NOVEMBER 2021

Jewish Unity · Diversity · Continuity

INVITATION TO
B’NAI B’RITH COMBINED UNITS’
CHANUKAH AFTERNOON TEA
SUNDAY 5TH DECEMBER 2021
@ 2.30PM
B’NAI B’RITH CENTRE

MEMBERS : $20
NON MEMBERS: $25

RSVP by Wednesday 1st December
Jenny: 9321-6315

ALL CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS WILL APPLY!

Anna Marks OAM
President
A Brief Summing Up 2015-2021
The last 6 years have been an
amazing journey for me. So here are
some of the highlights.
Our move to Barker Street after 37 years at Yurong
Street, was a challenge. Fortunately we could
deposit all our archives with the Australian Jewish
Historical Society and now they are in safekeeping
for posterity.
A month after we moved, we had the BBANZ
Conference and hosted BBI President Gary
Saltzman and his wife. Three years later we
celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the establishment
of B’nai B’rith in Australia with a beautiful dinner,
and our guest was BBI President Chuck Kaufman
and his wife Von.
Over the 4 years following our move, we established
B’nai B’rith NSW as a Centre for showcasing special
exhibitions of interest to the Community and
attracted hundreds of people to our new premises.
We had exhibitions on Jewish Life in South Africa,
Germany and Norway, with affiliated activities
to enhance the exhibitions. Another special
exhibitions was ‘Letters of Loss and Refuge’ a
cache of letters found in a trunk by the grandson
of a German immigrant to Johannesburg. He kept
the correspondence he sent AND received, giving
an amazing insight of his departure from Hanau
in 1933. Chris Hill and I created a reading of some
of these letters and it is now being in the process
of becoming a play reading by professional actors
in the theatre.
We were privileged to host an exhibition on the
25th Anniversary of the Assassination of Yitzhak
Rabin, sponsored by the Israeli Government and
Eitan Neishlos.
In between these exhibitions, every year we also
had the ABC Art Exhibition in conjunction with
COA that featured some 80 Jewish artist displaying
their works.
On International Women’s Day 2017, we had Dame
Marie Bashir as our honoured guest, and in 2020
our special guest was Jillian Segal AO, President of
the ECAJ.
It was very exciting to institute a new B’nai B’rith
Womanpower Unit in 2017, who are going from
strength to strength.

In the meantime, Vivienne Radomsky was
running the Kids Club and starting BBYO, which
has become very successful. We are in talks with
BBYO USA to work and expand it co-operatively
with them.
Of course everything came to a grinding halt in
2020 due to Covid-19. However, with the advent
of Zoom, our units kept their programs running
by having online meetings including several
international guest speakers.
Courage to Care has also become a strong presence
and a most outstanding project of B’nai B’rith.
BBNSW has been fortunate to have the financial
support of the BB Centre and BB Sydney Nominees
to keep us functioning, especially with assistance of
our Treasurer John Szabo, who applied for all the
Government grants we were entitled to during the
Covid shutdown. It would be remiss of me not to
thank the B’nai B’rith Bargain Bazaar for their very
generous support of all the projects undertaken
over the last few years.
I have been privileged to have an incredibly
supportive Executive, and I can’t thank them
enough for their patience, wisdom and always
sound advice over the last six years.
A special mention must be made of Vivienne
Radomsky our Program Manager, who lives and
breathes B’nai B’rith. Credit goes to her for all the
amazing results she has achieved for B’nai B’rith in
the last 6 years.
No thanks would be complete without mentioning
Jenny Mandel, our Administrator, who started at
BB when we moved premises. She made the job
her own, running the data base, compiling the
Communicator and looking after the Centre in the
midst of the pandemic and I won’t even mention
her cheesecake and baking skills. Without these
two ladies B’nai B’rith would not be B’nai B’rith.
I’ve learnt you are only as good as the people you
work with and I’ve been most fortunate to work
with the very best.
Thank you for these interesting years.
Anna
Congratulation to James Altman who has been
nominated to the position of Senior Vice President
of B’nai B’rith International for B’nai B’rith
Australia/New Zealand, Canada, Israel, and South
Africa.
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SUNSET

Harbour Cruise

NEW DATE FOR OUR CRUISE:
Sunday 12 December 2021
Meet at Rose Bay Wharf 6.15pm
Ferry departs at 6.30pm - Returns 9.30pm
Cost $65 per person

Light supper included

Booking & payment essential as space is limited
to 48 people
RSVP by Wed 8 December 2021
Contact Jenny on 9321 6315
email: council@bbnsw.org.au
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BB
* N.B. MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO
ANY AND ALL FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW

October 2021
Sunday 31st October 3-4pm
BBYO invites all B'nai B'rith units to join us to
play games such as ‘wordles’ and trivia! Please
see flyer on page 9.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81676829396?pwd=
MThMY2hxTmY4ZFZvRmRkaGYvd0RCZz09
Meeting ID: 816 7682 9396 Passcode: 542227
Sunday, 31st Oct - Wednesday, 3rd Nov
SEU Holiday at Leura Gardens cancelled and
will replaced with a local program

November 2021
Saturday 6th November 8pm

BBYO Movie Night at BB Centre To book:
https://events.humanitix.com/bbyo-movie-night

Sunday 7th November 3pm

Dr. Emily Matters OAM “All Greek to us”
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86082078785?pwd=R
HdSQm9OK29oTFNZb0tnQkZwT0I3dz09
Meeting ID: 860 8207 8785 Passcode: 274635

December 2021

Sunday 5th December 2.30pm

Combined Chanukah function with all Units.
Afternoon Tea with Magic Craig and latkes
and doughnuts. $20.00 p. member, $25.00
non- member. RSVP Jenny Ph: 9321 6315,
prepayment and booking
essential by
Wednesday, 1st December

Sunday 12th December 6.30pm

Sunset Harbour Cruise Cost $65p.p. RSVP
Jenny Ph: 9321 6315, prepayment and
booking essential as limit is 48 people

Upcoming Events 2022
SAVE THESE DATES
Sunday 30th January 2022 @ 12.30pm

The SEU 25th Anniversary Gala Luncheon at
BB Centre. Members $50 Non-members $55.
RSVP and pre payment essential with booking
to Yvonne Shapiro ymshapiro100@gmail.com
Monday 24 January 2022.

Sunday 6th March 2022 @12pm

Sunday 21st November 7.30pm

International Women’s Day Lunch with Michelle
Ray to talk about “Being resilient during tough
times.”

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87526914474?pwd=Ml
pKRnYwVUtLaHRodXE1VG1zNVQ3dz09

Sunday 13th March 2022
The Kabbalah exhibition opening will be at the

Dr Peter Elton who will speak on Covid 19

Meeting ID: 875 2691 4474 Passcode: 093855

BB Centre.

September 10th -13th 2022
BBANZ Triennial Conference
Melbourne

in
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David Samuels President

SYDNEY MASADA
of

Australia/New Zealand

Since my last report, we here in
NSW have started to come out of lockdown and
at the time of writing this report I am aware that
a number of events are being planned both face to
face and by Zoom. I wish every Unit success in
opening up again.
We recently held our bi-monthly Board of
Governors meeting between NSW, Victoria and
New Zealand. Amongst issues discussed were the
improvement to BB’s website and work is being
carried out in this regard. Also B’nai B’rith in
Auckland, New Zealand will soon be celebrating
its 60th Anniversary in early November. This will be
held virtually, over Zoom and the President of BB
International, Charles Kaufman and myself have
been invited to give talks on this special occasion
and of course we have both accepted.
In my last report I talked a bit about what
BB International does and why some of our
membership money goes towards it. I get
numerous reports from BB International and
especially about their fight against anti-semitism.
One of those recent reports said the following:“BB leaders led by President Charles Kaufman and
CEO Dan Mariaschin have concluded meetings
with dozens of world leaders on the sidelines of
the opening of the UN General Assembly session.

Despite the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic, BB
has continued its longtime leadership of Jewish
Communal engagement at the UN, arranging direct
discussions with heads of State and Government,
foreign ministers and other senior officials from
countries including Greece, Bahrain, Azerbaijan,
Jordan, Russia, Sweden, the United Arab Emirates,
Latvia, the Czech Republic, Croatia, Austria,
Columbia, Italy, Spain and Romania among an
array of others.
BB has been exceptionally active at the UN since
the body’s founding in 1945, holding official status
on multiple UN arms since soon after then. In
other words, part of our District Fees helps BB
officials fight for very significant causes.
It was also decided at the last Board of Governors
meeting that the next Triennial Conference will be
held in Melbourne on 10th to 13th September, 2022.
Please keep those dates in your diary.
David Samuels
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ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT
(ADU)
President Ernie Friedlander OAM

Dear Members
We have managed reasonably well to emerge
from the lockdown and come back with renewed
energy. Hopefully we can now proceed to Stage
2 of our efforts and enjoy life in the best way we
know.
I indicated to you in our October newsletter that
we have some exciting progress to report:
The JEWISH CHANGEMAKERS AWARDS:
We had received 100 nominations by the middle
of October. The announcement of the winners
will be made by Chanukah.
The STOP RACISM NOW campaign:
We managed to get SBS to support our campaign.
We also have support from the CEO of the
Universities of Australia. Sydney University
also wants to work with us, to enhance it with
involvements. We were also advised that the
ABC is likely to promote it. We are now working
closely with the new Minister of Multiculturalism,
Natalie Ward.
The WITHOUT PREJUDICE BOOK
TOWARDS A HARMONIOUS SOCIETY:
We now have 12 exercises ready for editing and
are preparing for an online presentation, adding
illustrations. There is an outside chance of
launching it at the end of November.

The 2021 Harmony Day Poster & Song Writing
competitions:
Unfortunately, we had to postpone the prize
giving that was scheduled for June. The lockdown
forced us to have a Zoom presentation on 21
October that turned out to be very successful,
giving us a far wider coverage.
Sadly, Alan Joffe has retired from being the
chairperson but will continue on the committee.
Alan has been involved from the start in 2005. He
has worked with great dedication and efficiency
and we owe a lot to him for its success.
We found a very competent replacement in
Sean Chew, who understands the work and
requirements very well.
On the invitation sent to the students you will
see some extremely powerful expressions on
the theme of EVERYONE BELONGS, which
clearly expresses the philosophy of MOVING
FORWARD TOGETHER.
It was also fantastic to have a Jewish student as a
winner. Ruby Levitt was highly commended in
2019, runner-up last year and this year a winner.
Her poster is the 2nd in the upper left section of
the invitation shown.
We had over 5300 poster and 81 song entries this
year. Picture below showing some of the posters.
Keep well and safe
Ernie
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AVIV LODGE
Co-Presidents
Ann Milch &
John Roozendaal
BBYO has planned a games afternoon for 31st
October, 2021 from 3 - 4pm. If interested, book
yourself in. It should be a pleasant way to spend
an afternoon with friends.
General Meeting, Monday 15th November, 2021
Guest speaker TBA.
At this meeting, we will be discussing Aviv’s
future path. So give this serious consideration
and we can hear from members.

You may be interested to learn that Aviv’s
September guest speaker Chana Kavka was
nominated and won a $10,000 award from
Westfield Bondi Junction for the work she and
her husband have accomplished with their
Friendship Circle. Kol Hakavod.
Thank heavens for common sense and currently,
there is no lockdown.
Due to the Festivals in September, then lockdown
half of October, we have not enjoyed each other’s
company, however, all going well, we shall meet
at BB Centre for the 5th December Chanukah
event.
Ann Milch and John Roozendaal

Erev Chanukah is Sunday 28th November, 2021.

BARGAIN BAZAAR
Report by Linda Reitzin

During the month of October, preparations were
made in order to re-open the Bargain Bazaar as
a pop-up shop in the temporary premises at 547
Crown Street Surry Hills.

By the time you read this report, the pop-up shop
will be open for business.
Our AGM will be held in November via Zoom and
notices will be sent out three weeks prior. Robert
will be stepping down from the committee and
Anna Marks has made it known that she will stand
for election to the position of President. In the
meantime, a search is underway for new permanent
premises in Surry Hills.

The committee met in early October to discuss
matters such as roster, layout of the shop, Covid
restrictions, unpacking the stock and setting up. It
was decided to change the hours of opening from
10am-4pm to 11am-3pm and have one shift instead
of two. Because we have had a 30% reduction in
the number of volunteers over the last year due to
Covid and the loss of parking spaces in the nowdemolished Surry Hills Shopping Centre, having
one shift would be easier to manage staff-wise.
It was also decided that we would have a working
bee to unpack the stock and set up. Over five days,
we had more than thirty people unpacking and
setting up clothes, kitchenware, glassware, shoes,
linen, hats, bags and much more. It was a mammoth
effort and thanks to all who assisted, particularly
the members of the sub-committee who put in long
hours nearly every day.
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B’nai B’rith Bargain Bazaar. For some it is
second hand shop; for others it is a second
home.
Ori Golan JOURNALIST • AUSTRALIA
Since its inception, B’nai B’rith’s Bargain Bazaar
Charity Shop has become an institution. Situated
at the intersection of Cleveland Street and Crown
Street in Surry Hills, it is a place where all members
of society interact; men, women, old, young, the rich,
the destitute and the inquisitive. They come from all
parts of the city and all walks of life. Bargain Bazaar
is a bargain hunter’s Aladdin cave; for others it is a
friendly place to drop in to stock up on household
goods and for others still, it is not so much second
hand shop, as a second home.
“There was one lady who had just moved into one of
the nearby housing commissions. She had bought a
table from us which we agreed to deliver to her,” recalls manager Robert Kohn. “When I arrived at her
flat, I saw that it was empty; no furniture, nothing
on the walls, no electric appliances, not even a carpet. Completely empty. I said to her ‘what’s going on?
Haven’t housing services even carpeted your place?’
She said: ‘oh no, I’ve been neglected.’ The very next
day we were called to vacate a deceased’s estate and
the family asked us to clear everything, including the
furniture. We hoisted it all onto the truck and took it
straight over to this woman. She got a dining table,
sofas, chairs….she was over the moon.”
Kohn, is a very jovial man who sprinkles Yiddish
expressions liberally in his flow: In the schmattes
(textile) industry, everyone is out to get a metsia (a
bargain) and they all have tsures (troubles). When
he speaks, you can hear the sublte kiwi vowels that
give away his origins. He moved to Sydney with
his wife in 1986 where they raised a family, and he
ran a printing business. After retiring, he wanted to
do something “more substantial than going to the
beach and drinking coffees.” He was involved in several voluntary community activities when his path
crossed that of John Lilienfeld’s who, in 2006, had
saved the Bargain Bazaar Charity Shop from imminent closure. The two worked closely together running it and, shortly before John died, he asked Kohn
to take the reins. “And I assumed the mantle,” Kohn
summarises.
The shop is filled to the rafters with like-new clothes,
books, accessories and homewares, and all at affordable prices.
But for many, a visit to the shop is not merely a business interaction, but a much-needed distraction
from the various on-going crises in their lives. “Quite
a few of our customers have mental health problems,
limited income and other issues.

Some suffer from social isolation or have recently
come out of prison. A few kind words can make a
huge difference to them.”
Indeed, when Kohn describes his work, words such
as ‘kindness’, ‘generosity’ and ‘giving back’ are regular leitmotifs.
“I’ll give you an example”, he offers. “A man walks
into our shop and wants to buy, say, a bedside table. He realises that he doesn’t have enough money.
You need to understand that some of these people
live from one week’s pay to the next. I say to him,
‘pay what you can now, and the rest pay later. I trust
you. We are here to help you.’ As soon as he hears me
saying that I trust him, something changes in him –
you can see it in his face. Many of these people have
never heard such things said to them. And you know
what’s more? They always come back and pay the difference. We have never had a bad debt!”
Kohn divides the structure of Bargain Bazaar into
three key components: the donations, the volunteers
and the customers.
The overwhelming majority of clothes donations, he
says, are women’s garments. “You would not believe
the amount of women’s clothes we get. Women are
definitely bigger clothes shoppers than men and they
also change their wardrobes a lot more frequently
than men.”
The volunteers, who are for the most part members of the Jewish community, are rostered into
shifts and they do everything from sorting out the
goods, pricing them, running the shop and doing the
book-keeping. “They are the backbone of this joint
venture who make it all happen,” explains Kohn.
“They also build a personal rapport with the customers, many of whom are regulars.”
As for the customers, they are a motley crew. In a
single day you may meet the entire gamut of humanity; all types, all levels of education and financial
means. “We have customers say to us: I can shop in
David Jones, but I prefer to come here. Or a local resident who declared that her entire flat content – from
kitchenware, to bed linen to furniture to clothes, everything came from our shop. Without a doubt, we
have made a difference to many people’s lives.”
Like most retailers, Bargain Bazaar has not been
spared the scourge of shoplifting and unpleasant interactions with some customers. “I would say that
most charity shops have a shoplifting problem. Look,
what do they take? dealings with walk-ins under the
influence of drugs, but this is rare and the shop is
mostly a very happy and joyful place.”
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Beyond its own social outreach, Bargain Bazaar
is also a generous supporter of different charitable
causes and social enterprises. The inventory of organisations to which they contribute is long and
varied. It includes the Bushfire Appeal, the Salvation
Army, Courage to Care, Giant Steps and the Australian Cancer Research.
Financially, however, the takings were modest until,
three years ago, Kohn hit on an idea to boost profit
margins.
“Whenever we’d visit deceased estates, we’d be asked
if we also took furniture. Initially I said ‘no’ because
we just didn’t have the room. But I started to think
that maybe we should give it a go, so I started to take
in chest of drawers. I soon found out they were very
much in demand because in the housing commission blocks nearby there were no built-in wardrobes.
When you walked into a lot of these places everything was on the floor. So chest of drawers became
a prized item. As soon as we put them down in the
shop, they’d be sold. Our intake increased significantly.”
An succession of serendipitous events happened
next. In 2018 the shopping centre in Surrey Hills, directly opposite, was slated for redevelopment. Kohn
noticed shop space at the rear of the centre that had
become vacant. He managed to secure the space rentfree from the property manager, the Vidor family, to
use it specifically for the sale of recycled furniture.

Bargain Bazaar has recently relocated to nearby popup shop as a short-term solution.
With restrictions easing and a post Covid-19 period
on the horizon, how does he see the future of Bargain Bazaar?
“I’ll tell you,” he says, drawing a long breath, “the future is difficult, while I am fit and well, I am ready
now to step down, after ten years, and spend more
time with my family in Israel, but we have not been
able to find a successor. I would like to appeal to the
community; we need someone who is willing to step
up and take the reins. A lot of the infrastructure is
already there, but we need someone to lead this project. Someone with business acumen, experience in
retail and a drive to give back to our community.”
It appears, then, that the future of the mythical charity shop that has helped so many and has drawn
such diverse crowds, now hangs in the balance. Like
so many business ventures over which uncertainty
looms, it will take determination, support and vision
to revive its fortunes. One thing is certain: given this
prolonged period of physical and social isolation
that so many have just been though, the need for a
social and communal enterprise like Bargain Bazaar
has never been more urgent to build stronger and
more durable project.

This proved a spectacular business success. In 15
months, they sold over $300,000 worth of furniture
and by the end of 2021 they will have raised $1.1 million for charity.
But then, the times and fortunes of Bargain Bazaar
changed. “At the beginning of this year they pulled
the entire shopping centre down and the furniture
shop closed, Coles supermarket disappeared and so
did much of the pedestrian traffic which was so essential for our business”, Kohn recalls. “The impact
was immense.”
Worse was yet to come.
The owner of the property from which the shop was
trading changed managing agent. The new agent
wanted to increase the rental profit and encouraged
the owner to find new tenants.
Then Covid-19 happened and everything stopped.
“This did not help us at all”, says Kohn ironically. The
shop was closed and they ended the tenancy.
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SYD EINFELD

B’NAI B’RITH

SYD EINFELD
YOUTH

ORGANISATION
(BBYO)
Co-Presidents

Ruby Borer & Amy Forman
Over the past month, BBYO NSW has worked
hard to develop a calendar and plan for the term
ahead.
On 30 September BBYO ran a Pizza and Mug
Cake Bake, with a great turnout. It was a very
entertaining event with a fun game of 5 Second
Rule run by Sam before the baking started.
Amy then led the pizza-dough making and Ruby
the mug cake, with everyone loving the recipes at
the end of the night.

The board had a highly successful meeting where
we were able to plan the events for this upcoming
term, including a chapter meeting, B’nai B’rith
games afternoon, movie night, latke bake and
Shabbat dinner.
On Thursday 25 October, we are running our
first ever chapter meeting with participants who
have come to most of our events. At the chapter
meeting, we are explaining more about BBYO,
gathering information on how we can improve
our events and talking about pluralistic Judaism.
We hope that the chapter meeting will be enjoyed
by participants and allow them to have a bit more
insight and input into BBYO.
BBYO is looking forward to the restrictions being
lifted and running in-person events very soon.

We have enjoyed turning the time that we are
spending at home into a positive and putting on
events we couldn’t do in person.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81676829396?pwd=MThMY2hxTmY4ZFZvRmRkaGYvd0RCZz09
Meeting ID: 816 7682 9396
Passcode: 542227
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COURAGE TO CARE
Eitan Neishlos
Chairman
Report by Kathy Sharp

* Signed with Port Macquarie for our next regional
exhibition for July and August next year

First Vice Chair

* Provided some zoom presentations into classrooms

I can’t believe this year is nearly over. It truly has
presented its challenges to every one of us. But when
I look back at what Courage to Care has been able to
achieve throughout these Covid-times I realise that
we have accomplished an extraordinary amount.

* Further developed our volunteer training and
professionalising & standardising of all our programs

Throughout 2021 here are some of Courage to Care’s
achievements:

* Continuing work on developing and promoting
our Workplace program

* A new 3-year Strategic Plan and Business Plan was
endorsed by our Board

* Communication and cooperation with the
Armenian National Committee

* As a result we have now employed our inaugural
CEO, Ed St John, who’s will commence on 1st
November

* Working towards developing new technologies
that will enhance C2C’s reach.

CEO, Ed St John
* Held an exhibition in Albury throughout June
where over 2,000 students and local residents
either participated in our programs or viewed the
exhibition. An amazing result considering that
schools across the Murray in Victoria were suddenly
placed into lockdown and were unable to attend
their booked programs

* Even though Courage to Care in The Classroom
programs were cancelled in terms 3 & 4 all schools
have rebooked for early 2022

* Developing a more effective marketing and
communications strategy
As you can see we have not been idle. I believe that
from early next year we will “hit the ground running
- full steam ahead” with bookings for our Classroom
programs and planning for the Port Macquarie
exhibition. We will also be providing introductory
and refresher training for our volunteers.
Our AGM is scheduled for Sunday afternoon 28th
November at 5pm. Avril Alba is our guest speaker.
There has never been a more relevant time to support
Courage to Care in its mission of changing behaviour
from Bystander to Upstander.
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PROJECT MANAGER’S
REPORT
Vivienne Radomsky
Dear members and friends,
After 3 long months, we are finally starting to see
some daylight. It was so lovely to come into the
office and be able to work at my desk. With Sydney
opening up, it’s time to reorganize and get projects
that we had to put on hold back up and running.
The Kabbalah exhibition that was meant to be held
at the BB Centre in October is being pushed to 13th
March 2022. This exhibition has been created by
Dovie Seldowitz (C2C Program and Technology
officer). Dovie is a PhD candidate in Sociology at
UNSW and has received his rabbinical ordination
from the Central Lubavitch Yeshiva in Brooklyn.
Along with the exhibition, we are planning to
hold interesting events on the Kabbalah theme,
including speakers, art, meditation and yoga.
Our online projects are going well and although
we hope to open up soon and have people at the
Centre, I don’t think our Zoom endeavors will end
just yet.
Our weekly art challenge with Ann Milch has been
very popular and a few weeks ago Ann met with
the group on Zoom to give feedback on work done
and a lesson on painting with watercolour.

With schools in Israel returning after their
summer holiday we are also hoping to re-start
the ClickandConnect Project in November. This
project connects volunteers with children in
low socio-economic areas in Israel, giving them
opportunities to speak and improve their English
skills. We envisage that this will happen once a
week either from the Centre or home. Contact me
if you think you may be interested in joining this
project.
Womanpower has had a busy time on Zoom.
At the beginning of the month Dr. Ida Lichter,
“internationally known writer and commentator
on women’s rights in Islamic societies”, spoke
to a full crowd about the trials of women in
Afghanistan, once more living under the menace
of the Taliban. A bitter pill to swallow to know
that women are still seen as second-class citizens
and stripped of basic human rights. On Sunday 17
October the group was wonderfully enlightened by
cooking connoisseur, Elizabeth Christie via Zoom
where she spoke about her health and weight loss
journey, shared healthy cooking tips and cooked
two delicious dishes.
Our BBYO teens have as usual been keeping me on
my toes. They will have their first Chapter meeting
this week which is by invitation only and includes
teens who regularly attend their events. They have
planned a calendar of events, in person and on
Zoom for term 4.

Our Womanpower writers’ group meets fortnightly
on Zoom and spends a good few hours discussing
ideas and reading their work. Hopefully we will be
able to meet in person soon.

BRING YOUR PILLOWS, SIT BACK AND RELAX!

MOVIE NIGHT
BBYO'S FIRST FACE-TO-FACE EVENT THIS TERM
SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER
8:00-10:30 PM
B'NAI B'RITH CENTRE
MORE INFORMATION WILL BE SENT OUT AFTER REGISTERING
LINK: https://events.humanitix.com/bbyo-movie-night

VOTING FOR THE MOVIE WILL BE AVAILABLE
WHEN YOU SIGN UP!!

B' NAI
B'RITH
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NORTH SHORE
KADIMAH
(NSK)
President
David Laufer
We had good attendance and enjoyed a
pleasant afternoon on 10 October when our social
committee ran a trivia quiz. Again this was via
Zoom. Of course there were some debates with
the quizmaster over some of the answers. I still
contend that there are 5 time zones in Australia,
not 3. Congratulations to Miriam and Don
Frommer as winners, to Elaine and Jim Altman
and to Greg and Barbara Lake as runners-up.
Thanks to Marsha and Sharon for organising the
event.
Our guest speaker on 7 November will be our own
member Dr. Emily Matters OAM on the topic
“All Greek to us”. This title could include many
different aspects of Greek history or culture, or
possibly take us on an odyssey through the Greek
islands. This function will hopefully be the last
one we will hold via Zoom.

The following Sunday 14 November we have
arranged a tour of Our Big Kitchen in Bondi. This
is a Jewish community kitchen and it provides
support to many needy individuals. The tour
will include a talk and a cooking or baking
demonstration.
We will end the year with our Chanukah dinner
at the Piermonte Restaurant on Mona Vale Road
on Wednesday 8 December. You are also invited
to attend a Chanukah function on Sunday 5
December at the BB Centre in Kensington.
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SYD EINFELD UNIT
(SEU)
President David Samuels

With the hope of lockdowns behind us and with
NSW having a greater than 80% full vaccination
rate, let’s hope that we can all get back to as near as
normal as we were in 2019.
At the time of writing this report we all have the
opportunity to see each other again at a picnic we
have arranged at Centennial Park on Tuesday 19th
October. It will be nice to see all your smiling faces
again.
“Unfortunately our journey to Leura was cancelled
due to the Motel telling us at the last minute that
it was not going to reopen. Thanks to Chris, Anna
and Yvonne other activities have been arranged
for those members who were attending. “.

The Combined Units Chanukah function on
Sunday afternoon, 5th December sounds like it
will be a lot of fun, so hope to see you there.
The Knitters group will have a meeting in the
near future at the Rose Bay RSL to show off their
lovely Comfort Dolls and decide where they will
distribute them within Australia as we have the
names of some very worthy charities to which we
can donate them.
Sue and I will start organising “Sussing out Sydney”
walks which I will notify you of in the near future.
On behalf of all the Executive of our Unit we wish
you all a very happy Chanukah.
David Samuels
President

In November we have a guest speaker from
England, the father of Rabbi Ben Elton, Dr Peter
Elton who will speak on Covid 19. Dr Elton is
the Clinical Director of Greater Manchester and
Eastern Cheshire Strategic Clinical Networks.
This talk will be held over Zoom at the special time
of 7.30pm which is 8.30am in England.

B’nai B’rith Communicator November 2021 p14

SYDNEY UNIT 1546

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH
(SU)

President Eli Tal

VALE

Eddy Jaku OAM z’l
What a man he was, living to 101, blessed
with amazing health and stamina almost
to the end. We can all be grateful to
have known him, a man imbued with a
sense of optimism and positivity. The
internationally successful author of ‘The
Happiest Man on Earth’
Eddy was a guest speaker for Sydney Unit
1546 three years ago when he was only
98! He spoke to a full house at the Rose
Bay Retirement Village.

He was an amazing orator, speaking
about the hideous experiences of his early
youth and his return to a successful life
despite the awful obstacles in his path. He
held the audience in the palm of his hand,
you could have heard a pin drop during
his presentation. WE were privileged to
hear him.
On behalf of B’nai B’rith NSW we wish
his wife and family long life.
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WOMANPOWER UNIT

SYD EINFELD
(WPU)

Co-Presidents

Nina Blair & Belinda Levy

Writers’ Zoom meeting
The Writers’ group continues to meet fortnightly
on Zoom to discuss the progress of their work.
Many new friendships have been forged and a
dinner at a Hungarian restaurant is even on the
agenda once lockdown is over!
Dr Ida Lichter talk
On 30th September we welcomed back Dr Ida
Lichter who spoke to us at length about the plight
of Afghani women. We had over 60 people in
attendance as this is such a topical subject at the
moment.
We are always grateful to have someone of high
calibre like Ida address us at Womanpower events.
Ida agreed to answer questions and there were
several which she answered with ease as this
subject is so close to her heart.
Resilience Talk
We have asked international motivational speaker
Michelle Ray to talk about being resilient during
tough times. We have been privileged over the
years to have Michelle address us on her visits to
Australia and have learnt a great deal from her
and her experience as a highly regarded speaker.
Michelle is an Aussie and lives in Vancouver,
Canada. Our tentative date is Sunday 6th March
at 12pm.

Elizabeth Christie Talk
On Sunday evening 17 October, we were pleased
to host Elizabeth Christie who spoke about her
incredible weight loss and return to good health
after being extremely ill. She regaled us with her
stories and prepared two wonderful (and easy)
recipes! Only one problem – the meeting was on
Zoom, so we did not get to taste the food! It did
look delicious though and we enjoyed our time
with her.
Bayside Women’s Shelter
In keeping with our commitment to the Bayside
Women’s shelter, all guest speakers are presented
with a certificate of thanks and a donation is made
to the shelter on their behalf.
We will be supplying the shelter with gift cards for
the women and children for Christmas. This way
they will be able to choose what they would like as
gifts themselves.
Anyone who still wishes to support us with this
very worthwhile project can make a donation into
our account – details Commonwealth Bank 062
236 Account number 10038397.
ClickandConnect Project
Womanpower is excited to announce that we will
be re-starting our project to connect with Israeli
school children and assist them with English
conversation. Due to Covid, we have had to cancel
the program, but now have the go ahead to start
again. We hope to be able to give a very positive
report for the next edition of the Communicator.
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B’nai B’rith Victoria
President
Benny Monheit

AVIV

The American Jewish comedian Groucho Marx
famously said: “I refuse to join any club that would
have me as a member”. We in B’nai B’rith of course
don’t agree with Groucho’s viewpoint on this. We
love new members.
Over the past month we have run three workshops
for our BB members who are in leadership
positions in Victoria. These workshops were
developed and led by our CEO Ellana Aarons,
exploring what membership means and the
different ways members interact with their Unit,
their projects, with our professional staff, as well
as with the various committees of management in
our organisation. These relationships can be more
complex than first meets the eye, as the roles are
often poorly defined in our constitution.
Our strategic plan aims to deal with these issues,
but here are some facts first: In Victoria we have
just under 400 paid up members, most of whom
are now fully retired. Most members pay an
annual fee of $130 per annum which is carved up
between the Unit they belong to, the BBVic office
and the subscription fees to roof bodies such as
the District (now called BBANZ) and B’nai B’rith
International. These fees help to pay staff, rent
and administration costs incurred by each part
of the organisation. The Units and central office
in Victoria are responsible currently for running
14 different projects. Each project has its own
committee, its own chairperson, treasurer, and
its own advertising strategy. Members love their
own project, but there are obvious duplication and
inefficiencies in such a fragmented arrangement.
For B’nai B’rith to survive in Victoria we need to
meet the needs of our loyal members, especially
during the current pandemic when social isolation
is a big problem. However, we also need to have a
bigger vision of helping the wider community. This
vision can attract a greater number of volunteers
from the Jewish community to help us in our work.

In our workshops we have explored different ways
of being a member of Bnai Brith, especially for
younger people whose Jewish identity and way of
communication via social media is often different
to our current members. Some felt membership
fees should be cheaper, or that we should have
more Members at Large who don’t belong to a
Unit or be open to interested non Jewish people
to participate (eg the Courage to Care model). We
have not made decisions yet on these contentious
issues, but we will need to. One of the workshops
dealt with our Projects.
It is likely that we will need to focus our resources
on a smaller number of projects in the future.
There are benefits in grouping various smaller
projects together under different headings such
as culture or learning or people helping people.
Marketing and branding of what we do in B’nai
B’rith can then become much more focused and
effective.
I want to give a big thank you to all those who gave
their time and ideas to our workshop consultation
process. It was an important and worthwhile
activity.
B’nai B’rith leaders in other countries are dealing
with the same challenge of adapting an old
organisation to a younger generation with different
needs. Look at Canada’s website www.bnaibrith.
ca or the UK site www.bnaibrithuk.org for some
fresh ideas.
I am encouraged by the Canadian writer Robin
Sharma (who is best known for his book The
Monk Who Sold His Ferrari). Sharma pointed out
that “change is hard at first, messy in the middle
and gorgeous in the end”. We hope so.
Benny Monheit
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NORTH SHORE KADIMAH UNIT 3501 Inc.
Welcome Members, Family and Friends of B’nai B’rith
to join us on ‘ZOOM’ to listen to our Member and Speaker

DR EMILY MATTERS OAM
Subject: “All Greek to Us”

Dr Emily Matters has a PhD from Sydney University in Classics.
She was awarded an OAM on 9.6.20 for her work in several schools as a teacher of
Latin and Classical Greek and has contributed to HSC Examination Committees and has
been the President of the Classical Languages Teachers Association of NSW on several
occasions.
One of Emilys’ major interests is in classical drama and Emily has produced plays for
combined casts of high school students which are held every 10 years. These plays are
performed in the original languages; the next one being in 2022.
Emily is a Teacher of Classical Languages (Latin and Greek) and has over fifty
(50) years’ experience and currently teaches at North Sydney Girls’ High School

on

SUNDAY, 7 NOVEMBER 2021
at

3.00pm
RSVP by: Wednesday, 3 November to:
Marsha Lake - email: marsha@mlss.com.au or mobile: 0417 249 701
LINK:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86082078785?pwd=RHdSQm9OK29oTFNZb0tnQkZwT0I3dz09
Meeting ID: 860 8207 8785
Passcode: 274635

Looking forward to ‘seeing you’ there!!!
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B”NAI B”RITH
Syd Einfeld Unit

invites you to our November Meeting
Sunday, 21st November
7.30pm
Guest Speaker: Dr Peter Elton
Dr Peter Elton will speak on the Delta strain of
Covid-19, and the vaccines to combat the virus.
Dr Elton is a member of the Joint Committee of
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) and has
been in public health for 36 years and was a
Director of Public Health for 18 years. He was
the lead for the North West Regional Offender
Health Team for 12 years and has had a longstanding interest in smoking, having set up a
smoking cessation service in North Manchester
in 1984 and was the Greater Manchester public
health lead on smoking. He has had management
experience having been director of community
services in North Manchester for seven years. He
has chaired Outreach Community and
Residential Services (for people with learning
disability or chronic mental health) for the last
32 years. He has had more than 40 papers
published in peer-reviewed journals.

By Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87526914474?pwd=MlpKRnYwVUtLaHRodXE1VG1zNVQ3dz09
Meeting ID: 875 2691 4474
Passcode: 093855
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BB NSW Council Executives
President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President Past President

Secretary

Anna Marks OAM

Dorrit Mahemoff

Janine Zimbler

Ivan Kaplan

James Altman OAM

anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au

lendorr@bigpond.com

janinezimbler@gmail.com

ivan.kaplan@gmail.com

james@altman.id.au

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Hon Treasurer

Eli Tal

Vera Cranston

Belinda Levy

John Szabo

etal@designerrugs.com.au

vcranston12@gmail.com

levybelinda53@gmail.com

john@szaboaccounting.com.au

UNITS

ALFRED DREYFUS UNIT

AVIV LODGE

BBYO

Ernie Friedlander OAM

Ann Milch

John Roozendaal

ernie.friedlander@bbnsw.org.au

amilch@bigpond.net.au

jroozend@gmail.com

NORTH SHORE KADIMAH

SYD EINFELD UNIT

SYDNEY UNIT

WOMANPOWER UNIT

David Laufer

David Samuels

Eli Tal

Nina Blair

dlaufer@tpg.com.au

seu3385@gmail.com

etal@designerrugs.com.au

pnnb@optusnet.com.au levybelinda53@gmail.com

COURAGE TO CARE

BARGAIN BAZAAR

Eitan Neishlos

Robert Kohn

chair@couragetocare.com.au

rgkohn@outlook.com

Ruby Borer & Amy Forman
bbyo@bbnsw.org.au

Belinda Levy

B’NAI B’RITH CENTRE

BB RETIREMENT VILLAGES

B’NAI B’RITH AUSTRALIA & NZ

Dorrit Mahemoff

Henry Wirth

David Samuels

lendorr@bigpond.com

hwirth@bbrv.org.au

david.samuels@bbnsw.org.au

Contact us …....
Phone

(02) 9321 6300

Web

www.bnaibrith.org.au

Email

council@bbnsw.org.au
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