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The aim of these ‘issues papers’ and subsequent discussions at the B'nai B'rith Executive and
Victorian B’nai B’rith Council is to try to ensure that we are as efficient and focused as a modern
organisation can be. I shall report on these in due course. 
The project area is an interesting one. We have classified BB projects in two ways: by content and
by ‘ownership’. Content covers the main goals of BB which are to: support the needy, promote
human rights and foster understanding, celebrate our achievers and support Israel. Ownership refers
to whether a project belongs principally to a unit, BBVic or B’nai B’rith Australia/New Zealand. 
Classifying projects in this way helps us to understand who is primarily responsible for them. It also
helps us to work through some very important issues including the degree to which the BB office
staff can and should assist them, to what extent they are financially self-sufficient and who provides
the leadership. Getting down to the nitty gritty in this way can lead to both angst and argument,
especially on matters such as how much ‘free time’ should the office staff give and to what extent
should B'nai B'rith cover shortfalls in project costs. In the end, these issues have to be sorted out on
a project-by-project basis. 
Streamlining processes, promoting financial accountability and providing a more uniform ‘branding’
for a range of projects are all important tasks, and these are being worked through. This will help us
become more efficient and focused. The real question will then be, ‘Where does focus and efficiency
get us?’ 
B'nai B'rith is currently involved with approximately 16 projects of which less than half could be
classified as principally B'nai B'rith ones. Is that too many? Are they the ‘right’ projects to bring in
wider participation and sponsorship? Can the general Jewish community understand what we do
when paradoxically we seem to do so much? 
You can see why I have labelled this a ‘big ticket’ item. Focus and efficiency are only step one; the
more profound challenge is to do that which revitalises our B’nai B’rith and enables it to be handed
on to the next generation. 

Peter Schattner, President
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As you might know by now, CEO Ellana Aarons and I are working through a
number of ‘big ticket’ items for B’nai B’rith which follow on from the strategic
workshops that were conducted in late 2021. Ellana and I have just written an
issues paper on projects, with several others in the pipeline including positioning
of the organisation (the strategic vision), units, policies such as privacy, finance
and marketing.

Message from the President ..... on projects



The speaker, Melissa Port, thanked B’nai B’rith for the money it raised in both Victoria and New South Wales
and said it was a substantial sum that most definitely would help the people who needed it most. I would like
to personally thank everyone in B’nai B’rith for helping in this most important fund raising event. Causes such
as the Ukraine crisis and the recent floods give purpose and meaning to B’nai B’rith.

Talking of fundraising, we also raised a considerable amount of money to assist the victims of the recent
floods on the east coast of Australia. The money raised is being distributed by the Lions Club of Australia who
we have dealt with before with the bushfires and who make sure all the money is distributed where it is most
needed. At our forthcoming convention President of the Lions Association in Australia, Tony Benbow OAM will
be a special guest speaker, sharing the Lions experiences that mirror ours in terms of ageing membership
and continued relevance.

With the Convention less than 3 months away, I ask everyone in Melbourne to please support this important
event in September. The International President of B’nai B’rith, Seth Riklin, will be in attendance and I know a
lot of hard work is being put into making this Convention an interesting and worthwhile event. 

Best wishes,

David Samuels 
President B’nai B’rith Australia/New Zealand 
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Message from the BBANZ President
Recently I attended a B’nai B’rith Council Meeting where I was fortunate enough to listen to a
speaker from the Charitable Organisation “The Joint Australia”. It was to this Organisation
that B’nai B’rith in both Victoria and New South Wales donated the money it raised to support
the people of Ukraine. This organisation was founded during World War I when a
philanthropist, Jacob Schiff, was asked for aid to help Jews suffering in Ottomon Palestine.
Today this organisation is the leading humanitarian organisation to lift lives and strengthen
communities. The Joint Australia was launched in 2012.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
for the B'nai B'rith Youth 

Art Competition Exhibition



 Exhibition open 
July 14 - August 7 2022










1-2 hour shifts
Register via QR code 

to volunteer

http://tiny.cc/bbshowcase


Co-Presidents: Simone Markus / Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Adrienne Perch
Preview: Jacqui Dinor-Corry

What's happening in July:

RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT

Wednesday 27
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Coming up in August:
Tuesday 2 2:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann.

Guest speaker Dr Simon Holloway, Director of Education, Melbourne Holocaust
Museum, commemorating the 110th anniversary of the birth of Raoul Wallenberg.

Wednesday 27

HAPPY BIRTHDAY greetings to Alan Suss (1st), Rabbi Steven Link (1st), Bev Sutton (7th), 
Robert Goldsmith (10th), Dr Shimmy Slonim (11th), Ben Hirsch (25th), Editta Matessi (31st).

MAZAL TOV to Beryl Sandler on the birth of her great grand-daughter Koby, granddaughter to Geoff and
Natalie Sandler.

CONDOLENCES to Beryl Sandler on the passing of her sister Greta in South Africa. 

REFUAH SHLEIMA to Keith Steinhardt for a speedy recovery following his recent fall. 

DONATIONS RECEIVED: Joan Black and Rebecca Pillai

2:30pm - Executive Meeting.

2:30pm - Regular Meeting with a twist. Quiz and games with prizes. 
Come test yourself and enjoy a shmooze and afternoon tea at the Beth Weizmann
Auditorium. Registration required. 

Coming up in September:

Bus tour to SALE - 3 full days with tours. See ad on page 14. 
Tour departs 9am to Yarragon, heritage boat cruise in Sale, Gippsland Art Gallery,
lunch at Vines on Avon Vineyard, Gippsland Vehicle Collection Motor Museum, John
Brady’s Chainsaw Sculptures, home via goldrush town Walhalla, train trip, Garfield,
home 5pm Thursday. $712 pp twin share, plus $205 additional for single supplement
(includes all meals except lunch). Registration essential.

Tuesday 30 to
Thursday 1
September 

Tuesday 5

2:30pm - Executive Meeting at the home of Simone Markus.

Tuesday 6 2:30pm - Raoul Wallenberg AGM, Installation and Regular Meeting to be followed
with Warren Wills, multi-award winning composer/pianist with “Bites from Genesis to
Broadway “ with a surprise guest. 
Venue: Beth Weizmann Auditorium 

Tuesday 21 2:30pm - Executive Meeting.

http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/


GESHER-RABIN UNIT
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Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir & Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Tom & Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00am -  Sunday morning "get-together" 

What's on in July:

11:00am - Exercise Classes - Exercises adapted for all levels of fitness. Every Thursday

The following members celebrate their birthdays in July:

Abe Lester (18th)

Refuah Shleima to Hilary Gocs, Dianne Mattatia and Tom Zafir.

Condolences to Selwyn Lever on the passing of his father-in-law, Sidney Weitzer.

Sunday 3 6:00pm - AGM, Installation and Initiation at the Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls Club, Tyrone
Street, Ormond. $30 includes 2 course meal. Hilarious entertainment to follow - 
“The Partners Game”. Bookings:  https://www.trybooking.com/BZPEM. Refer to page 9.

Saturday 23 7:30pm - Annual Debate with Toastmasters Initiation at the Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls
Club, Tyrone Street, Ormond. Topic: “Life was better in the Good Old Days”.
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/CAGDD. Refer to page 11.

Sunday 6
November

Trivia Function in support of The Tachlit-Meir Center for Youth at High Risk in Sderot,
Israel and The Israeli Guide Dog Institute in Bet Oved.
Further details to be provided.

Postponed from 27 August

Sunday 17 11:00am - Members coffee and chat get together at the Umbrella Lounge, 338-340
Glenhuntly Rd Elsternwick. Lunch can be ordered afterwards. RSVP Eleanor Aghion by 19
July.

https://www.trybooking.com/BZPEM
https://www.trybooking.com/CAGDD
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President: Helen Fisher 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Henry Gladwin

UNIT AKIBA

The following members celebrate their birthdays in July: 
Brian Luber (1st), Liz James (8th), Edna Samuel (11th), Henry Gladwin (13th), Richard Neumann (19th),
Michael Samuel (24th) and Pola Blicblau (31st).

We wish a hearty Mazel Tov to Esther Goldschlager on the birth of her granddaughter Isabelle Ruby, to
parents Romi and Kieran; and to Denise Le Bransky on the birth of her grandson Ethan Jack, to parents
Deborah and Elliot.

We wish a Refuah Shleima to Barry Lewis, Elaine Bourne and David Rooseboom, and to any other
members of Unit Akiba who may be unwell at the present time. We hope to see you joining us again very
soon!

What's on in July:

Sunday 24

Coming up in August:

Wednesday 17

Wednesday 13 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.

6:30pm for 6:45pm start - Installation of Unit Akiba’s Executive Committee for
2022/2023, with guest speaker Rabbi Mendy Ajzenszmidt from the South Caulfield 
 Hebrew Congregation. Venue: Caulfield Park Pavilion. Includes a catered kosher dinner.
$45 per person, with part proceeds to be donated to one of Akiba’s nominated charities.
See the invitation on page 13 for booking details. 
Enquiries: Suzanne Goldin. 

Thursday 21 8:00 - 9:30pm - The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club will meet via Zoom and review the
book “When Christians were Jews: The First Generation” by Paula Fredriksen. 
Presenter: Ruth Arber. Refer to page 12.
Enquiries: Peter Schattner non-fiction@bbvic.org.au.

7:30pm - Regular meeting and JCEP presentation, with guest speaker Diane
Armstrong. Venue to be advised. 
Enquiries: Mark Rubinstein 

Sunday 21

7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.

Sunday 7 7:30pm - Theatre night - Saltpillar production of “The Importance of Being Jewish” at the
Phoenix Theatre, Elwood. Function is sold out. 
Enquiries: Henry Gladwin. 

mailto:non-fiction@bbvic.org.au
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B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

What's on in July:
enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Morning - Tania will lead a midweek walk along Merri Creek. Thursday 14

Morning - Eitan will lead this SOHW walk from Fernshaw to Dom Dom Saddle. 

Sunday 24

Sunday 10 Morning - Vardit will lead a medium walk from Emerald to Cockatoo following the Puffing
Billy Track. 

Sunday 3 

Morning - Eitan and Boris will lead a SOHW snow walk at Lake Mountain. 

President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

HATIKVAH UNIT

What's on in July:
Sunday 10 12:30pm - Chanukah in July 

Lunch at Leo Baeck Centre, Harp Rd. East Kew
BYO your lunch and utensils
Please also bring dessert to share. Cake already sliced or individually wrapped biscuits.

Hatikvah Fundraiser
Bingo Afternoon on Sunday 14 August, from 2:30pm at the Leo Baeck Centre.
Refer to page 12 for more details.

Calico Dolls
Click and collect from Gerry Hamer. Please give Gerry a call if you would like to pick up a bag of dolls to
finish at home. 

The following members celebrate their birthdays in July:

Ros Huze (1st), Betty Alexander (7th), Jeanette Hain (11th), Edna Samuel (20th), Evelyn Moszkowicz (20th),
Michael Samuel (24th).

Our best wishes for a healthy month filled with good times and much laughter.

Sunday 31 12:30pm - BYO lunch at Leo Baeck Centre followed by a film, possibly “The Dig”, an old
Israeli comedy. Please bring dessert to share, sliced appropriately or individually
wrapped.



President: Janet Machliss Kohn 
Vice President: Dorothy New
Preview: John Kohn

A hearty Mazel Tov to members who are celebrating their birthdays in July: 
Mel Barnett, Peter Gaspar, Jack Librach, Alan Harvey, Charles New, Alex Starr, Tony Weldon

Devorah Zmood requests that members send her details about their birthdays.

Donations to Making A Difference
Thank you to Jacqui Korn for her generous donation.

To make a donation, please credit our "Making A Difference" account 
BSB 013017
Account Number 900128923 
Reference box - Your name
Please email Devorah Zmood with your details.

*If you know someone who has a special birthday, is unwell or has a welfare update, please let us know.

MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
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Monday 4

What's happening in July:

7:30pm - Programming Meeting (Zoom)

7:30pm - Regular Meeting 
Beth Weizmann 
Members Cera Newhouse, Howard Elton and Misha Nathani will be speaking.
Dorothy New will chair this meeting as Janet is on leave.

Wednesday 13

Wednesday 6 7:30pm - Executive Meeting (Zoom)

"Blessed Thorn": The Excommunication of Baruch Spinoza Performance, 
from which $2800 was raised for Making a Difference. 



Interview with Elliot Perlman

JCEP is Unit Akiba’s Jewish Cultural Enrichment Program. JCEP’s current theme is Jewish Writers. 
On Sunday evening 19 June, 40 members from Unit Akiba and other guests braved the cold and wintery
conditions to attend an interview of Melbourne Jewish writer, Elliot Perlman. 

Elliot has written a succession of internationally
acclaimed novels for adults as well as children’s
books, consolidating his reputation as one of
Australia’s finest writers.  Mark Rubinstein conducted
the interview, although Elliot made the task very easy,
giving candid, articulate and insightful answers and a
fascinating glimpse into the life of the writer and his
craft. 

Elliot talked extensively about his book, The Street
Sweeper, an epic tale dealing with love, guilt, heroism
and the extremes of racism, spanning the twentieth
century to the present.  The evening was hosted at the
Malvern home of Esther Goldschlager and concluded
with an ample supper.  
 The next JCEP evening is on Sunday 21 August and the guest is another acclaimed Jewish writer, 
Diane Armstrong.   

OUT AND ABOUT
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Gesher-Rabin get together at the
Umbrella Lounge

RWU Meeting with Guest Speaker Raizel Fogel

Two of the winners of our 
Yom Ha'atzmaut Colouring Competition, 

Hannah and Eva Lindner, 
with their gift cards!
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GESHER-RABIN AGM, INSTALLATION, DINNER & ENTERTAINMENT

SPEAKERS FORUM
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ART COMPETITION EXHIBITION OPENS 14 JULY

BOOK TODAY FOR THIS POPULAR SERIES!



INCREASED FUNDING SUPPORT
We are now discussing the details of the $2million over 4 years increased funding support with the Department of
Education. This will be directed towards the goal of delivering our Program to Year 9 students throughout the state,
continued commitment to regional Victoria as well as continued support of our existing Programs. It is wonderful
acknowledgement of the importance of the work we are doing and that we have a lasting impact on the students and staff
with whom we engage. We know that the message we deliver is needed more than ever and our work has just begun.
With this generous endorsement and the continued support of the community we know that we can have a positive
impact!

Mike Zervos, CEO

30TH ANNIVERSARY A SUCCESS
Courage to Care held a very successful 30th Anniversary Exhibition hosted by the Ark Centre. 
Guests enjoyed seeing the educational program materials, celebrated our achievements to date and 
heard the exciting news of increased funding support from the Department of Education & Training.
Guests included many long-time volunteers and friends and people new to the activities of Courage to Care.
A highlight was the B’nai B’rith Afternoon Tea. 

Chin Tan, Race Discrimination Commissioner, Gandel Foundation, an expert Education Panel led by Susan Carland, Viv
Nguyen, Chair of Vic Multicultural Commission and of course a 30th Birthday cake cut by Survivor Harry Better OAM
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Courage to Care
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UPCOMING EVENTS

HATIKVAH BINGO AFTERNOON



MAY 2022 • PREVIEW 12JULY 2022 • PREVIEW 13



14JULY 2022 • PREVIEW

EAST GIPPSLAND TRIP - ORGANISED BY RWU - OPEN TO ALL

SAVE THE DATES - TRIENNIAL CONVENTION

DETAILS AND BOOKING FORM AVAILABLE SOON
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Keep this link safe as this is where all events, activities or other BBVic related information will be placed. 
We recommend either placing this link on a sticky note on your desktop or making it a favourite in your
web browser by clicking this on your web browser:

You won't be able to edit the calendar, but you will be able to view it. It will update automatically if events
change or are added throughout the year.

2022 BBVic Calendar Link:
Click HERE to see the B'nai B'rith calendar which includes all B'nai B'rith
and Unit Events and Jewish Holidays.

Official Publication of B’nai B’rith Victoria Inc. Tel: 9523 0888 Email: admin@bbvic.org.au Website: www.bbvic.org.au
Vol. 61 No. 6   July 2022. Price 40 cents.  Approved by Australia Post P/P No. 100000993

Members and friends of B'nai B'rith Victoria acknowledge the Boonerwrung group of the Kulin Nation
who are the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet.

Compiled and edited by B'nai B'rith Victoria Inc.

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/3c780e2a004146f09c3d36be66bf55e7@bbvic.org.au/cf24976e9aa741758c035b8206b5c68b11301385301822868833/calendar.html
https://tinyurl.com/yc7cep35

