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Message from the President: Is our B’nai B’rith Motto Copyright?

Benny Monheit

I half expected to get a phone call from Bibi Netanyahu shortly before the Eurovision Song Contest to ask
politely if he could adapt and use our BBVic motto for their tag line for the Festival. Anyway, he did not ring but
went ahead with the slogan ‘Dare to Dream’ and the tag line: Inclusion, diversity, unity. Sounds familiar? Wise
BBVic members would know that our motto is Jewish Unity. Diversity. Continuity. We did not take out
copyright on it (damn it), but it is nice to know that the format is modern enough to be used in Israel at a huge
international event.
The past month has been extraordinarily busy for most Jewish people around the world. The emotional
rollercoaster of Yom Hashoah, then Yom Hazikaron for fallen soldiers, followed by Yom Ha’atzmaut for
Israel's 71st birthday, as well as all the preceding Pesach celebrations, left most of us exhausted but very
proud. I was impressed by Zionism Victoria’s well organised community events. Our own Giora Hoffmann was
involved in the Yom Hazikaron commemoration and spoke clearly and with dignity.
In addition to the above activities, our own Units ran their own normal functions. For example, Melbourne
Mitzvah Unit ran an informative session on genetic screening. This will be expanded on with Professor Martin
Delatycki as the main presenter, alongside Jane Tiller, at the Speakers Forum on Tuesday 4th June on
genetic testing. I know from my own clinical work that many patients with cancer are alive today as they have
benefited from this type of research and targeted immune therapy. Israel and Australia are both playing
leading roles in this vital medical field.
Our Menorah Awards evening on Sunday 5th May was a very successful event. Evelyn Flitman and her
committee picked four very worthy recipients (especially our own Barbara Lewis from Unit Akiba). The guest
speaker at the event was the well known and delightful Professor Howard Nathan AM QC, whose take-home
message from his talk was that, in spite of increasing world problems, we in Australia have good reason to be
optimistic and grateful.
In your travels around the neighbourhood, you may have seen our new advertising boards, sponsored by RT
Edgar and Gary Peer real estate firms, showcasing our new projects and activities. Our thanks go to these
sponsors. I hope that the boards show that we are an active community organisation, deeply involved in
making our world a better place. An update on these new projects can be found on page 11.
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Also, please check out our new, improved webpage at www.bbvic.org - thanks to Gaby and
Frances and our marketing company, Racket, for that.
Finally a reminder that our AGM and elections are on in July and the usual forms and reports
are being prepared for this. Maybe I should ring Bibi for some expert election advice as I am
standing again as your President.

Recipients and presenters of the 2019 Menorah Awards: Simonne Winecier, Lindy Spicer, Kath Kolb, Barbara Lewis, John Hillel,
Rysia Rozen OAM, Greg Blashki & Michael Raleigh (more on pages 10 & 11)

http://www.bnaibrith.org.au/
http://www.bbvic.org/
http://www.bnaibrith.org.au/
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HAVE YOU LIKED OUR FACEBOOK PAGE? STAY UP TO DATE WITH ALL THINGS BBVic!
 

BnaiBrithVic bbvic.org
 

council@bbvic.org 03 9523 0888

MAJOR BBVic EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY:

BBVic Showcase & Art Competition Registrations NOW OPEN!
Registrations are now open for the BBVic Showcase (formerly the Eisteddfod), fostering Jewish
musical talent; and the Youth Art Competition. Information and registration forms can be found
on the BBVic website: Showcase: tiny.cc/bbshowcase

Art Competition: tiny.cc/bbartcomp

Sunday 2 JUNE - 4:00pm Israel Commission Fundraiser - Advanced screening of 'Red Joan'
Monday 3 JUNE - 2:30pm Fellowship Concert. 
Starring: Grisha Cveigoren on violin & piano, plus: the fabulous voice of Rabbi Yoni Reyder.
Tuesday 4 JUNE - 7.30pm BBVic Speakers Forum: "Jews, Genes & Cancer".
Speakers: Prof. Martin Delatycki (Medical Director of the Victorian Clinical Genetics Service) & Jane
Tiller (Genetic Counselor from JeneScreen). Registration essential at tiny.cc/speakersforum or call
the BBVic Office on 9523 0888.
Sunday 23 JUNE - 2:00pm Raoul Wallenberg Unit - Film Afternoon Fundraiser for the Israel
Commission. Film: BRASSED OFF. Tickets $20.
Sunday 7 JULY - 7:00pm Gesher-Rabin Installation
Thursday 11 JULY - 7:30pm BBVic AGM
Sunday 21st JULY - Unit Akiba Installation

ANNOUNCEMENT:

Yitzhak Rabin and Gesher Units will be merging from the beginning of the 2019-2020 financial
year. This move has been approved by the members of both Units. The new name will be
Gesher-Rabin Unit. The merger will be formally instituted at our Installation ceremony on
Sunday 7th July 2019. All B’nai B’rith members welcome.

YITZHAK RABIN & GESHER UNITS MERGING

Karin Zafir
President, Gesher Unit

Leon Nissen
President, Yitzhak Rabin Unit

INDEPENDENT LIVING RETIREE ACCOMMODATION FOR A COUPLE
@ B'nai B'rith Parents' Home

Bright, spacious and attractive!
2 Bedroom Ground Floor Apartment in North Caulfield
Heating and Cooling
Security Building plus personal emergency alarm
Resident Caretaker 24/7
Close to Caulfield Park, tram and shops
Modest Ingoing Donation and monthly maintenance
For details, phone 9523 0888

http://bbvic.org/
http://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/showcase
http://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/artcomp
http://tiny.cc/speakersforum
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RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
Co-President: Simone Markus
Co-President: Jacqui Dinor Corry
Secretary: Minnie Kahan
Preview: Josh Kahan rwu@bbvic.net

Still to come in May:

Coming up in June:

12:00pm Programming, 3:00pm Schmooze, 7:30pm Executive MeetingTuesday 21
1:00pm Lunch at the Rosstown Hotel. Book before Friday 24th.Sunday 26

7.30pm. BBVic Speakers Forum: "Jews, Genes & Cancer". Speakers: Prof. Martin
Delatycki (Medical Director of the Victorian Clinical Genetics Service) & Jane Tiller
(Genetic Counselor from JeneScreen). Registration essential at tiny.cc/speakersforum
or call the BBVic office on 9523 0888.

Tuesday 4

2:00-5:00pm RWU invites all units to our film afternoon at Classic Residences.
Film: BRASSED OFF. Fundraiser for Israel Commission - $20 includes sumptuous
afternoon tea. Reservations essential. 

Sunday 23

12 Noon Programming Meeting, 7.30pm Executive MeetingTuesday 11

Thinking of you: We wish a speedy recovery to all those who have been ill. If you or a fellow
Wallenberg member is not well and would like a friendly phone call or visit, please contact us.

3:00pm SchmoozeTuesday 18

MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
President: Giora Hoffmann
Preview: Ron Sack

'MAKING A DIFFERENCE' - Funds raised support Jewish VCE students (from low income families) at
Independent Jewish & State Schools. If you would like to make a donation, please email: devorahz@zmood.net
or post to Making A Difference, B'nai B'rith Victoria, 306 Hawthorn Road, South Caulfield Vic 3162

mitzvah@bbvic.net

Monday 3 8:00pm Programming
What's on in June:

Wednesday 5 8:00 pm Executive Meeting
Wednesday 12 7:30 pm Regular Meeting. Speaker will be Dr Seumas Spark - His topic will be:

“The Duneera Boys: History and Memory"
Monday 17 7:30 pm Book Club
TBA Mameloshen. Date and venue TBA

7.30pm BBVic Speakers Forum: "Jews, Genes & Cancer". Speakers: Prof. Martin
Delatycki (Medical Director of the Victorian Clinical Genetics Service) & Jane Tiller
(Genetic Counselor from JeneScreen). Registration essential at tiny.cc/speakersforum
or call the BBVic office on 9523 0888.

Tuesday 4

http://tiny.cc/speakersforum
http://tiny.cc/speakersforum
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HATIKVAH UNIT
President: Paula Messer
Vice President: Evelyn Moszkowicz
Preview: Judith Steinberg hatikvah@bbvic.net

8:00pm Regular Meeting. Guest speaker Dr. Glen Chandler. The topic of her talk
is: “Foreign Aid, Human Rights and Developments.” Dr. Chandler has worked as a
freelance consultant in foreign aid for 15 years, spending most of that time in various
countries in Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, China, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Myanmar as well as
in South Africa).

Sunday 26

What's on in June:

Still to come in May:

10:00am-12:30pm Calico Dolls.Sunday 2

8:00pm Regular Meeting. Guest speaker - no details yet.Sunday 30

Tuesday 4 7.30pm BBVic Speakers Forum: "Jews, Genes & Cancer". Speakers: Prof. Martin
Delatycki (Medical Director of the Victorian Clinical Genetics Service) & Jane Tiller
(Genetic Counselor from JeneScreen). Registration essential at tiny.cc/speakersforum
or call the BBVic office on 9523 0888.

Coming up in July:
12:30pm Channukah in JulySunday 7

Sunday 14 10:00am-12:30pm Calico Dolls
Sunday 28 8:00pm Regular Meeting - Guest speaker to be Tony Bartel speaking about wills and

such like.

Please keep Sunday 18 August free for Hatikvah’s Fundraiser, 4:00pm- 8:00pm

Anzac Day Walkers
happy to set off  -
Thursday 25 April

CHAVERIM GROUP
Chairperson: Antony Adelman
Secretary: Rebecca Grinblat
Preview: Antony Adelman

BBVic Chaverim
Facebook group

8:15pm Chaverim’s winter Topical Tasters is returning. Please join us for the first
event. As this is Shavout, various cheese cakes will be served. For details, contact
Antony (see above).

Saturday 8
June

http://tiny.cc/speakersforum
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UNIT AKIBA
Co-President: Rosa Schattner
Co-President: Helen Fisher
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Henry Gladwin akiba@bbvic.net

Saturday 1 8:00pm Theatre Night – “Kinky Boots” presented by the CLOC Musical Theatre Group.
Book your own tickets online at www.cloc.org.au. Dinner beforehand in Acland Street.

What's on in June:

Sunday 2 2:30pm Activities Planning Meeting
Sunday 16 6:45pm Executive meeting, 7:45pm AGM and Regular meeting and then

8:00pm Jewish Cultural Enrichment Program presentation. This will feature the next
instalment in the ‘Jewish Giants’ series, when Peter Schattner will speak about the life and
times of Hannah Arendt. VISITORS ARE MOST WELCOME TO JOIN US.

Saturday 29 8:00pm Film and hot dog night. We will be screening ‘Magic Men’ from the 2015 JIF
Festival. Join your friends as we munch on popcorn during the film, and supper to follow with
kosher hot dogs, soup and other nushies. ALL ARE WELCOME.

Wednesday 17 Executive Committee meeting. Time TBA.

Coming up in July:

Thursday 18 8:00 - 9:30pm The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club. The meeting will review the book
“The Wandering Jews” by Joseph Roth. Presenter: Abe Hechtman. NEW MEMBERS ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME.

Sunday 21 Installation of the 2019/20 Executive Committee. Details to follow.

We wish a Refuah Shleymah to any of our members who may be unwell at present and hope to see you joining
us again very soon.

Volunteers at Impact for Women's
Hamper Packing Day 14.4.19

Akiba's Jewish Cultural Enrichment
Program (JCEP) meeting 28.4.19

City laneway walk 5.5.19

Any members intending to travel to Israel who can take a 500g pack of glasses frames 
for the Re-Specs Project - please contact the BBVic office. 

A Re-Specs representative in Israel will arrange collection from you on arrival. 
You will be performing a great mitzvah as the frames get recycled to provide glasses for the

financially disadvantaged, currently struggling without corrective eyewear.

Travellers To Israel!

http://www.cloc.org.au/
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YITZHAK RABIN UNIT
Co-President: Leon Nissen
Secretary: Brian Schauer
Preview: Eleanor Aghion yru@bbvic.net

What's on in June:
7:45 pm YRU & Gesher Executive Committee MeetingMonday 3

7:00-10:00pm Debate against Maccabi Toastmasters. Topic: “Arranged marriages
make better marriages”

Sunday 23

Tuesday 4 7.30pm BBVic Speakers Forum: "Jews, Genes & Cancer". Speakers: Prof. Martin
Delatycki (Medical Director of the Victorian Clinical Genetics Service) & Jane Tiller
(Genetic Counselor from JeneScreen). Registration essential at tiny.cc/speakersforum

7:00pm Combined Installation with Gesher & YRU. Entertainment from David Rothberg
and Sharon Mattatia.

Sunday 7
JULY

Weekend away at Vibe Marysville25-27 OCT

Fundraising Trivia night postponed to Sunday 10th November

And then...
8:00am-4:00pm Bunnings sausage sizzleSunday 30

Photos from YRU's Second Night Seder:

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary & Mail Out: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

What's on in June:
Morning. SOMW around Blue Lake in Plenty Gorge ParkSunday 2
Morning. Walk leaders' meeting. Anyone interested in becoming a walk leader,
please contact Vardit (see above).

Sunday 16

Morning. Midweek Walk around Ashburton, Camberwell and BurwoodWednesday 19
Morning. SOHW in Mt Hope near DaylesfordSunday 30

http://tiny.cc/speakersforum


JUNE • PREVIEW 7

It's scary to think that you can have or can pass on the BRCA gene.
Do you have it?

Free Genetic Testing Can Save Your Life

In Jewish people, the risk of having genetic faults of this type is
about 1 in 40, compared with a risk of about 1 in 500 in the general
(non-Jewish) population - so Jews have more than 10 times more
risk than non-Jewish people of having one of these genetic faults.
The good news is that there are preventative measures that can be
taken to reduce the risk of developing one of these cancers. Grab
the opportunity to find out. It can save your life.

Light refreshments will be served. Registration is essential through tiny.cc/speakersforum or phone B'nai
B'rith Victoria for registration or further information on (03) 9523 0888.

Join B’nai B’rith Victoria and JeneScreen for a special Speakers
Forum on Tuesday 4th June 2019 at 7.30pm, where you can find
out for free whether you or your children are at high risk of breast,
ovarian or prostate cancer. Speakers Jane Tiller and Professor
Martin Delatycki will explore the benefits of cancer screening
(BRCA) and the connection between genes and cancer. You will be
invited to fill out a questionnaire at the end of the session. BRCA
testing will be available on the day as well as take-home DNA
testing kits.

GESHER UNIT
President: Karin Zafir
Vice President: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Karin Zafir

What's on in June:

7:00-10:00pm Debate against Maccabi Toastmasters. Topic: “Arranged marriages make
better marriages”

Sunday 23

gesher@bbvic.net

7:00pm Combined Installation with Gesher & YRU. Entertainment from David
Rothberg and Sharon Mattatia.

Sunday 7
JULY

Weekend away at Vibe Marysville25-27 OCT

Fundraising Trivia night postponed to Sunday 10th November

And then...
8:00am-4:00pm Bunnings sausage sizzleSunday 30

7.30pm BBVic Speakers Forum: "Jews, Genes & Cancer". Speakers: Prof. Martin
Delatycki (Medical Director of the Victorian Clinical Genetics Service) & Jane Tiller
(Genetic Counselor from JeneScreen). Registration essential at tiny.cc/speakersforum

Tuesday 4
7:45pm YRU & Gesher Executive Committee MeetingMonday 3

http://tiny.cc/speakersforum
http://tiny.cc/speakersforum


JUNE • PREVIEW

 
Look how many students we are reaching so far this year!
Hamilton exhibition: 823 students participated during March.
Shepparton exhibition: Over 1,000 students are booked in so far across 14 schools.  
Warragul exhibition: 660 students are booked in so far with another 36 additional schools invited.
2019 incursions: 17 confirmed incursions to schools (10 conducted so far) with a further three incursions
scheduled.
Over 6,000 students will see our program this year.
 
 
 
Alliance Francaise
We will be showcasing our program and activity at Alliance Francaise from July 22-August 2.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to bring your friends to see what we do. Watch out for more
information soon.
 
Courage to Care Anthology
After such a successful launch of Julie Meadows' second Anthology, Volumes 1 & 2 are now on sale from
our office, the BBVic office and the Jewish Museum.
 
Yad Vashem Graduate Conference in May.  
We will be sharing our programs from across 
Australia with the Yad Vashem graduates. 
Both NSW and South Australia will have 
representatives joining us.
Volunteer Morning Tea Tuesday 9th July. 
Save the date for the next Volunteer Morning
Tea, details to follow.
 
Interested in volunteering or hearing more
details about our work?
Give us a call on 9533 0955
 
 
                                                                                 Photo: Julie Meadows at the C2C book launch
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OUR EDUCATION PROGRAMS

EVENTS

This is available from the Office at a cost of $2.
The Ambulance Service together with Yitzhak Rabin Unit and Rotary have
combined to help save precious time which is frequently lost when
Paramedics scout a house to establish the patient’s current medication.
For only $2 a magnetized booklet filled in, kept up to date and put on the
fridge will help save lives. 

Emergency Medical Information Booklet

Can be purchased at the BBVic Office or for more information contact 9523 0888.

http://www.couragetocare.org.au/


JUNE • PREVIEW 9

Keep up with Current Affairs with BBVic!
On Tuesday 7th May, I held the first Current Affairs class at the B’nai B’rith office at Beth Weizmann.
We discussed current topics focusing on Israel, Australia as well as the way the general public perceives
events in the media.
The audience engaged themselves in current and up to date social topics. They shared opinions in the
interactive forum, and they came to the class to enjoy thought-provoking conversations, to learn from other
people and to share their experiences and ideas.
If you would like to ‘join in the conversation’, the next class is 21st May at 10am-11.30am, followed by a
further two sessions on 4th and 21st June. Tickets cost $10 per session and can be purchased at
tiny.cc/bbcurrentaffairs or at the BBVic office.

BBVic Menorah Awards 2019 - recognising volunteers
Four noteworthy achievers in the Victorian Jewish community have been recognised for their exceptional
work in the latest annual B’nai B’rith Menorah Awards. The honours, now in their 41st year, pay tribute to
volunteers who work quietly behind the scenes making significant contributions to the community.

The 2019 awardees join some 160 who have been recognised by B’nai B’rith Victoria over the years. The
keynote address was given by The Hon. Prof. Howard Nathan AM QC, who gave a lively historical overview
of the influence of members of the major religious groups in Australia since the arrival of the First Fleet.
BBVic invites nominations for next year's awards from all members of the community. Nomination forms can
be downloaded from www.bnaibrith.org.au/menorah-awards or picked up from the BBVic office.

Greg Blashki was recognised for his contribution to the financial management of various Jewish
organisations for over 20 years, most recently in his capacity as Treasurer of Caulfield Shule where he
streamlined processes for their data management that assisted the Shule’s communication and tailored
programs.
John Hillel received his award for his involvement in a number of different voluntary roles, including many
years at TBI on the Board, as Shammas, directing Purim spiels and in their Social Justice Group, as well
as volunteering at the Brotherhood of St Laurence Op Shop, and establishing and coordinating the St Kilda
Repair Café.

Barbara Lewis has been involved in voluntary work since the late 1960s when she was a cub leader for
over a decade. Since 1970, she has worked behind the scenes at Etz Chayim Progressive Synagogue,
helping with the running of services and editing the weekly newsletter. She has also served on the
committee of B’nai B’rith Unit Akiba for a number of years, and helps with the Showcase (formerly
Eisteddfod) committee and doing data entry for the Impact for Women packing days.
Lindy Spicer has contributed to many charities and organisations despite dealing with her own health
issues over the last 20 years. She volunteers as an ambassador for the Ovarian Cancer Research
Organisation, and uses her culinary skills to prepare meals for C Care, Fareshare Food Charity and Our
Village Kitchen. She is also active in fundraising for UIA, Cancer Council Victoria and Second Bite.

Ron James

Evelyn Flitman

http://tiny.cc/bbcurrentaffairs
http://www.bnaibrith.org.au/menorah-awards
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NEW PROJECTS UPDATE
As outlined in the document circulated to all members entitled “Our Response to the Sandler Report”,
BBVic’s future direction lies in projects that have an impact and appeal to the wider Jewish community.
We are now implementing this report and therefore wish to provide members with a brief update on these
new and revised projects which have commenced this year:
1. Current Affair Series with Ron James. These are interactive discussions on news of the week (both
local and international). Sessions will continue on a fortnightly basis until Tuesday 18th June and will then
be evaluated. The series is currently held in our offices at Beth Weizmann on Tuesday mornings.
2. Click and Connect - this project has been running for three years but has now partnered with BBANZ. 
Each Wednesday evening, our volunteers go to the King David School and link up via Skype with school
children in underprivileged areas in Israel who are keen to practice their English skills. These are exciting
and fun sessions for all involved. More volunteers are needed.
3. The revived B’nai B’rith Environment Group has met up a few times and is working on strategies to
assist us to reduce and recycle waste. Discussion on climate change is a “hot issue.”
4. The newly rebranded Showcase is underway with Andrew Kolb and his committee working hard to
provide a totally new format for this musical highlight of the year. It will be held this year at the St Kilda
Town Hall on Sunday 15th September at 2:00 pm and will have greater involvement from Jewish schools.
Registrations close on Wednesday 19th June.
5. The Jewish Youth Art Competition under Mark Rubinstein’s leadership is adding a photography
category to the competition and expanding the other media section. Entries close Thursday 6th June.
Official opening of the exhibition is on Sunday 4th August at 2:00pm at the Glen Eira Town Hall Gallery.
All information can be found on our website - www.bbvic.org

GALLERY
B'nai B'rith Victoria Menorah Awards 05/05/19 - see bbvic.org for more photos

Frances Stiglec

http://www.bbvic.org/
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Many thanks to this month's proof reader - Henry Gladwin
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Members and friends of B'nai B'rith Victoria acknowledge the Boonerwrung group of the Kulin Nation
who are the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet.
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Sunday 7th JULY - Gesher-Rabin Installation, 7:00pm
Thursday 11th JULY - BBVic AGM, 7:30pm
Sunday 21st JULY - Unit Akiba Installation, details to come

MARK IN YOUR DIARIES:

http://www.bbvic.org/

