
B'NAI B'RITH PREVIEW

When the American folk singer Bob Dylan launched his iconic song 'The Times They Are A Changing’ in the
hippie and civil rights era of 1964, he would not have guessed that his words would still resonate with us 57 years
later. 
I reflected on this song when I attended part of the weekend away in Ballarat with Gesher- Rabin and Akiba
members. During the Shabbat synagogue service held at the historic 160 year old building, we learned of some
of the colourful characters who started that synagogue for Jewish gold diggers and traders and for the growing
surrounding  Jewish community. Some of our members had direct close family connections with the synagogue 
 (eg Phil Lipshut and  Denise Le Bransky). I was therefore pleased to see on the honour board behind me that
B’nai B’rith Victoria was listed as a long time supporter of the synagogue.
It so happened that in 1978, a different B’nai B’rith group spent a weekend in Ballarat. This was the young and
dynamic Shalom Unit which later integrated with our Wallenberg Unit. The two photos below capture the change
in time, in fashions and in age distribution. The dozens of kids in the Shalom photo would now be in their 50s and
60s. 
We can’t live in the past, and this is very clear in the discussions held at the monthly Victorian B’nai B’rith Council
(VBBC) meeting (which are currently all held via Zoom). Ellana Aarons, our inaugural CEO, is bringing in fresh
ideas and introducing us to more rigorous ways of doing business. Outcome measures and key performance
indicators are now rolling off our tongues. One area that has held us back for years has been our inability to have
many of our community projects recognised by the Tax Department for tax exemption purposes for donors.
Apparently, our organisational structure does not currently meet their criteria, even though BBVic is registered as
a charity with a different government department. We are going to try again to overcome this hurdle and get
expert advice on what we need to do to get the coveted DGR (Deductible Gift Recipient) endorsement. 
We are also becoming more open. Most of our regular meetings and social functions now welcome guests from
other Units and the wider community. This makes good sense and makes the meetings much more interesting.
We saw a good example of this at the recent talk on Israel and the Biden presidency by the articulate and
knowledgeable Jeremy Jones.
Pesach is around the corner. Unlike last year, we hope to be able to fully celebrate the seder with our friends and
families at home and be grateful that we are free and healthy. Chag sameach.

Dr Benny Monheit

Message from the President:  The Times They are A Changing
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Part of the Gesher-Rabin and Unit Akiba
members attending a weekend in Ballarat 

in March 2021

B’nai B’rith Shalom Unit members
and their children attending a

weekend away in Ballarat 1978



April:
Yom HaShoah: Wednesday 7th (evening) - JCCV 2021 Commemoration ceremony on Zoom. To register
for the webinar click HERE or contact JCCV.
Yom HaShoah: Thursday 8th April
Yom HaZikaron: Wednesday, 13th April (community event below)
Yom Ha'atmaut: Thursday, 14th April (community event below & come visit the BBVic stall)
May:
Speakers Forum - Sunday, 2 May 
Current Affairs Series 2 - Commencing Tuesday, 25 May
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MAJOR BBVIC EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY:

OFFICE CLOSURE:
The BBVic Office will be closed on Monday 29th March (Pesach) & 
Monday 5th April (Easter).

Part 1 - BBVic’s 75th Anniversary Celebration  via 
Zoom & face-to-face (Venue TBC) on Sunday, 23 May - 3:00pm. 
Part 2 - Gala Dinner, Sunday 14th November

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dFhYsXseRuGLMAOBQIDdow?fbclid=IwAR3aJjbwCnygRo8qTAWO1HHZh0UaYTtefORxkXFDry7QbfwCL6Z8WccUdAw


Co-Presidents: Simone Markus / Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Adrienne Perch
Preview: Leah Black 

What's happening in April:

RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT

Sunday 2 7:30pm - BBVic Speakers Forum via Zoom.  Guest Speaker: Josh Burns MP for
Macnamara.  His topic: “The rise of Antisemitism & Right-Wing Extremism”.
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Tuesday 20 2:00pm - We are going to visit Ripponlea Estate to see “Miss Fisher and the Crypt of
Tears” Exhibition. Phryne Fisher returns with an exhibition filled with glamour, romance
and adventure. Conc. $22, book with Leah – afternoon tea not included, but they do have a
lovely tea shop.

Coming up in May:

Tuesday 6 7:30pm - Regular Meeting via Zoom – combined with Gesher-Rabin Unit.
Commencing with the President of Magen David Adom (MDA), Glynis Lipson, giving a
short talk about their work in Israel on COVID-19. Followed by our Guest Speaker: Dr.
Robert Smalley, a climatologist at the Bureau of Meteorology. He has also worked at the
Bureau in the areas of flood warning services, hydrology and research and has a PhD in
mechanical engineering. His topic will be “Weather in a climate context: past, present
and future." This is a topic not to be missed. 

Wednesday 12 7:30pm - Executive Meeting at the home of Beryl Sandler.

 
Our Co-Presidents Simone Markus and Jacqui Dinor Corry together with the Executive wish

all members and their families a Chag Pesach Sameach.
 
 

Wednesday 21 7:30pm - Executive Meeting at the home of Leah Black.There will also be a zoom link
connection.

Wednesday 19 2:00pm - Keep this date free for the MIRKA Exhibition at the Jewish  Museum - a story
of survival and migration, interspersed with a generous dose of family, art, food and love. 
 Conc. $13.50.  Book with Leah as above. More info in next Preview.



GESHER-RABIN UNIT
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Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir /  Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Tom & Karin Zafir

The Presidents Leon Nissen and Karin Zafir wish all our members and their families 
a healthy and happy Pesach.

 

Every Sunday 11:00am “Get-Together” – interesting and entertaining discussion via Zoom on a variety
of topics, guest speakers and quiz. 

What's on in April:

Get fit during post lock down - Exercise classes - Exercises adapted for all levels of
fitness brought to you by our very own Gesher-Rabin Unit's Co Presidents Leon Nissen
and Karin Zafir. 

New date &
time to be
advised 

Thursday 8th & every 2nd Thursday of each month @2:00pm German Speakers Group
Join Zoom Meeting

Sunday 25 12:00pm - GRU Picnic at Allnutt Park, Wheatley Road McKinnon. See attached flyer

For assistance with Zoom, contact Karin Zafir 

Tuesday 6 7:30pm - Joint Meeting with Wallenberg Unit. Our speaker will be Rob Smalley, a
climatologist with the Bureau of Meteorology, who will speak about “The Weather and
Climate Change” (see attached flyer)

Ballarat weekendGRU - Sausage Sizzle 

Save the date: Sunday 4th July - AGM and Installation of Office bearers, details to be advised 

Wednesday 7 2:00pm - Cryptic Crossword Course with Stephen Moskowitz on Zoom. 8 sessions. For
Zoom details contact Stephen. Fee $20.
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Co-Presidents: Helen Fisher / Peter Schattner
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Henry Gladwin

UNIT AKIBA

We wish a Refuah Shleymah to any Akiba members who may be feeling under the weather and hope
to see you joining us again very soon!

What's on in April:

Coming up in May:
Sunday 2 2:00pm - Activities planning meeting on Zoom.

Wednesday 12 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.

Sunday 18 7:30pm - Regular meeting on Zoom, followed by guest speaker Dao Rochvarger-
Wong, who will speak about her amazing life story. Dao came to live in Israel with her
family as a refugee from Vietnam when she was a child. She has worked for more than
25 years in the area of financial services and wealth management in Israel, Zurich and
Singapore. Together with her Israeli husband Amit and their two adult children, Dao
relocated to Melbourne three years ago where she currently works as the Risk and
Compliance Manager at Australian Unity. For the Zoom link, click here or log in with
meeting ID 869 8769 4882 and passcode 13579. Enquiries: Suzanne Goldin.

Co-Presidents Helen Fisher and Peter Schattner, together with their Executive Committee,
wish all members of Unit Akiba and their families a Chag Pesach Sameach.

 

Monday 12 7:30pm -  Executive Committee meeting on Zoom.

Saturday 15 8:00pm: Pre-Shavuot cheesecake, blintzes and schmooze evening. Venue: Evi
Morawetz. Further details to be advised.

Thursday 20 8:00 - 9:30pm - The Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club. The meeting will review the book
“Sing This at My Funeral: A Memoir of Fathers and Sons” by David Slucki. Presenters:
David Slucki and Alice Peer. Contact person and enquiries re participation: Peter
Schattner.

Saturday 22 7:30pm - Theatre night to see “Priscilla, Queen of the Desert”, presented by CLOC
Musical Theatre. This will be preceded by dinner in Acland St at 5:45pm. Further
information from Henry Winfield.

Sunday 23 3:00pm - BBVic’s 75th Anniversary Celebration Via Zoom & Face-to-Face (venue to
be confirmed).

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86987694882?pwd=WVhoS2RMWkJZc1dqeS9BR1dNSDBnZz09


President: Paula Messer
Vice-President: Claude Fromm
Preview: Judith Steinberg

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary & Mail Out: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

Our best wishes for a healthy year filled with good times and much laughter. 

HATIKVAH UNIT
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What's on in April:
Sunday 11 Morning - SOMW led by Evelyn Flitman, Boathouses and Flying Foxes. 

Wednesday 14

Sunday 25

Morning - Dennis Nassau will lead a Midweek Walk in Croydon. 

Morning - SOHW walk led by Boris Pogos in Beeripmo. 

What's happening in April:

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Sunday 25 11:15am meet for 11:30am start to walk. - Anzac Day Walk starting at LBC Harp Rd. East
Kew. Please bring your own packed lunch and drink as we cannot access the kitchen due to
Covid restrictions

The Committee and Walk leaders of B’nai B’rith Ramblers wish all the 
B’nai B’rith community a Happy Pesach.

Walk in Lerderderg Gorge 31 Jan 21 Mondo Track and Mt Dom Dom

Hatikvah wishes everyone a Chag Sameach!



Co-Presidents: Devorah Zmood / Deidre Wainrit
Preview: Russell Stern

Wishing all our members Chag Pesach Sameach. Hoping your Seders will be a joyous time
celebrating with family & friends.

MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
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Condolences to: Adrienne Basser
and family on the passing of
Adrienne's granddaughter Gabrielle
(Gabi) Awalom Basser.

Donations to Making a Difference:
Jack and Anita Librach on the
occasion of their 60th Wedding
Anniversary. Pamela and Russell
Stern to celebrate their grandson,
Seth Harel Gillis’ Bar Mitzvah.
To make a donation, please credit
our “Making a Difference” account:
BSB: 013 017 Account 9001 28923;
Ref: Your name. Email Devorah
Zmood.

What's happening in April:
Wednesday 7 7:30pm - Executive Meeting via Zoom
Sunday 11 3:00pm - Fundraiser for Israel Commission. “The Courier”. The true story of a British

businessman (starring Benedict Cumberbatch) unwittingly recruited into one of the
greatest international conflicts in history. Film afternoon at Classic Cinema. Afternoon
Tea - 3.00pm. Film - 4.00pm. $25pp. Prepay into MM A/c or cheque to Margaret Fischer
as per flyer.

Monday 12 7:30pm - Programming Meeting via Zoom

Wednesday 14 7:30pm Regular Meeting via Zoom & Face-to-Face. Venue to be confirmed. Guest
Speaker Michael Gawenda AM, discussing his book "The Powerbroker" about Mark
Leibler.

Wednesday 28 8:00pm - Mamaloshen – Venue TBA

Coming up in May: 
Monday 3rd  – Thursday 6th: MML Time Away 
Staying at RACV Goldfields, Creswick RACV Auto club members $504 per room for 1-2 people incl breakfast.
Itinerary includes Clunes, Daylesford, Hepburn Springs. 

Monday 19 7:30pm - Bookclub at Judy & David Lewis’. "The Dickens Boy" by Tom Keneally

For Literati: For non-members of the Book Club – If you would like to discuss books, old and new, history,
military, classic or potboiler, please advise Russell Stern

Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge First Dinner out in 12 months 



In February, the Showcase Donate a Cuppa campaign was launched via Preview. I am pleased to
say that the wonderful BBVic community has already responded and joined the campaign. We need
your support. Please donate to our Donate a Cuppa campaign to see us through these times, more
information on the next page.

The Showcase committee has been planning for the 2021 Showcase, our 30th anniversary year.
We were encouraged by the response from our 2020 parents and entrants. Please read the
following testimonial from a Showcase parent, Ilana Rotblat.

‘I am very grateful to Showcase volunteers for organising amazing events, which bring together
emerging musical talents in the Jewish community. Showcase gives youngsters a great
opportunity to participate in various charity concerts as well as the competition, with potential to
win a life-changing scholarship. 

 
I was thrilled when my daughter Miriam received the scholarship award last year, and her little
sister Havah won first prize in her section. These awards have stimulated and encouraged them
both in their continuing development as dedicated musicians and proud young Jewish women. 

 
In addition to this, I myself also developed wonderful, warm friendships with the parents of other
participants in Showcase, friendships which are continuing to grow from year to year’ - Ilana. 

 
Your donation will support the Showcase competition’s efforts to promote and encourage young
Jewish musical talent. This year, we will be having a mixture of video and live performances
supplemented by live streaming. Our expenses of running this competition will increase markedly.

To make a donation, please do so by electronic transfer to our Showcase bank account BSB 633
000 Account number 151 591 187 Reference: Your name (or organisation) and also email your
details to the Treasurer of Showcase, Louis Koper. 
 
Apart from donating, the BBVic community can also greatly assist Showcase by actively sharing the
opportunity by word of mouth, to your children and grandchildren. 

Judy Firestone
Chair of Showcase
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Showcase: fostering Jewish musical talent

Registrations open at the start of Term 2 (19 April), and 
close at the end of Term 2 (25 June). 

 
Information will be available on our webpage

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/showcase.

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/showcase
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FIRST REMOTE PROGRAM DELIVERED Recently, we delivered our first Remote Program to Middle Years
students at Gippsland Grammar. Our trained facilitators overcame technical difficulties (at the school end)
reaching nearly 100 students. 
Our program requires students to be at school under the supervision of their teachers with us using Zoom
from our office.
There has been an enormous amount of work getting us ready for this day and for future programs to be
delivered remotely. Of course we are keen to return to face-to-face school visits in Term 2.
A huge thank you and congratulations to the team so ably led by Zoi Juvris, Sabrina Chakman and the
Education Sub Committee. We even had Zoi’s son Jarrah providing much needed training beforehand.
 
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT We are providing teacher professional development
workshops to up to 200 teachers involved in the Respectful Relationships teams of their respective schools.
We are proud of this exciting opportunity to share our message with teachers and encourage them to invite
us to their schools.
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VOLUNTEER MORNING TEA it was so lovely to gather together
over a cup of tea and renew acquaintances with our volunteers.
We even met new friends who joined us via Zoom!
Around 50 people attended and, judging by the noise and
laughter, had a wonderful time.
We were delighted that Ellana Aarons could join us and share
some thoughts on her first few weeks in her important new role.
Our next Volunteer Morning Tea will be held on Friday 21st May
as part of National Volunteer Week. It’s on a Friday because we
are so busy earlier in the week delivering our programs in
schools! Here’s Lisa Lewis, our Volunteer Relationships
Coordinator inspiring our volunteers. If you are aware of anyone
who may be interested in volunteering, please contact Lisa at
volunteer.coordinator@couragetocare.org.au

CEO’s SHARING IDEAS We believe strongly in sharing ideas and like-minded
organisations working together for the greater good and have had some important
visitors recently.
Firstly, we were pleased to have Ellana Aarons visit and hope this will be the
beginning of many productive conversations. We are doing everything to make Ellana
feel welcome, including asking her to share thoughts at our Volunteer Morning Tea
and wish her every success in this important role.

Also following on from the strong collaboration as part of the Holocaust
Education Steering Committee, we were pleased to have Jessica Bram
(Jewish Museum), Jayne Josem (Jewish Holocaust Centre) and Itzik
Sztokman (UJEB) visit for continued discussions on working together.

Mike Zervos, CEO

http://couragetocare.org.au/


Our small organising committee is once again gearing up for this year’s 26th annual Jewish Youth Art
Competition.

In 2020, we received entries from 189 Jewish students at numerous schools throughout Melbourne, although
the number of entries from students outside the main Jewish schools was very low and we’re aiming to attract
a lot more of them this year.

We’re hopeful that we can once again have a live exhibition in the gallery of the Glen Eira Arts Centre. Last
year, we had 218 artworks on display in three virtual / online galleries.

The competition is open to students aged 11 to 18. Categories include painting / drawing, digital art,
sculpture, mixed media and photography. If you know anyone who might be interested, please refer them to
the art competition page on the BBVic website: Click HERE

We’ll be updating the page progressively with new information over the next few months in the lead-
up to the opening ceremony on 25th July 2021.

Thanks to the generous support of our numerous sponsors, we awarded 37 prizes with a total value of
around $6,000.

If you’d like more information, you’re welcome to contact the organising committee at:
artcomp@bbvic.org.au

Mark Rubinstein
Chair - Organising Committee

B'nai B'rith Melbourne Mitzvah members met in person at their March meeting for the first time in a year,
having (like everyone else) been affected by the pandemic. The guest speaker was Ian Thompson, an expert
medical entomologist, who spoke about mosquitoes, their various species, and the diseases that some of
them transmit. The mosquito, he said, is the most deadly animal on earth. 
 
The meeting employed an innovative technique. Members assembled at Beth Weizmann, but the guest
speaker appeared via Zoom, his image and the accompanying slide show projected onto a large screen.
Other BB members also “attended” via Zoom. The technology was handled expertly by leading BB member
Morris Tobias.
 
BBVic member Paul Gardner coined a new word for the technique: livezooming. He’s hoping it will make it
into the next edition of the Macquarie Dictionary.

(Dr) Paul Gardner AM
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B'nai B'rith 26th Jewish Youth Art Competition 

B'nai B'rith introduces Livezooming
 

Melbourne Mitzvah's photos from their first livezooming & face-to-face Regular Meeting 2021

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/bbvicart?fbclid=IwAR13dsYKKaKVLN-XX1DzSaoGfknLkVA9tN36vXOApFHPWfwmA7cS6_RCiEQ
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/our-projects/bbvicart?fbclid=IwAR13dsYKKaKVLN-XX1DzSaoGfknLkVA9tN36vXOApFHPWfwmA7cS6_RCiEQ
http://bbvic.org.au/
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Cut the page out and place it on your fridge

Official Publication of B’nai B’rith Victoria Inc. Tel: 9523 0888 Email: council@bbvic.org.au Website: www.bbvic.org
Vol. 60 No. 3 April 2021. Price 40 cents.  Approved by Australia Post P/P No. 100000993

Members and friends of B'nai B'rith Victoria acknowledge the Boonerwrung group of the Kulin Nation
who are the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet.

Compiled and edited by Frances Stiglec and Teegan Slomoi on behalf of B'nai B'rith Victoria Inc.
Proofread by Henry Gladwin and Printed by Blackfeather, Box Hill.

http://www.bbvic.org/

