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The second example is the Voice to Parliament. Again, polls tell us that about half of the Australian adult
population think that giving First Nations a constitutionally entrenched ‘voice’ is a reasonable and fair
thing to do. The other half are unconvinced, with many stating that a bureaucratic structure which singles
out a specific racial group is divisive and unlikely to ‘close the gap’ between Aborigines and the rest of
Australia. How do you manage this controversy without increasing the tension between opposing points
of view? 
While not on the same scale as these two examples, B’nai B’rith Victoria also has its controversies. How
do we forge our way to a successful future without reforming current approaches? Change will inevitably
lead to some pushback by members who are concerned about the cost of new initiatives, the departure
from ways that seemed to work in the past and trying things which involve a degree of risk. 
Some of the changes on the B'nai B'rith horizon include:
1) A completely revised website
2) The acquisition of a far more functional database system (Zoho)
3) Creating new partnerships such as the most recent one with ‘Mitzvah Day’, 
an established charitable organisation 
4) The development of an ‘Innovation Board’ which will be responsible for 
seed-funding trial projects
5) A formalised marketing plan which emphasises the role of B’nai B’rith as a whole 
rather than its constituent parts
6) A comprehensive income generation strategy that seeks new ways of bringing in additional revenue,
including a broader approach to fund-raising now that we have obtained DGR status for our Scholarship
Fund (and are still waiting on the outcome for the Cultural Fund).
All of these and more are currently being developed and some are on the brink of implementation. There
will be costs involved and there will be an element of risk. There will be heated discussion although I
doubt that we will see hundreds of members demonstrating in the streets. The push for change must be
managed by the B'nai B'rith Vic Executive, the CEO and listening to your voices. However, we cannot
allow ourselves to stagnate because we are afraid of creating controversies. 
 

Peter Schattner
President
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It is not easy to manage major controversies. Let us look at two examples. Half the
adult population of Israel say that the judicial reforms advocated by Netanyahu’s
government is a power grab by the Knesset; the other half say that the judges
already have too much power, more than in any other Western democracy, and a
balance needs to be restored. President Herzog is trying to work out how to reach a
compromise with this controversial legislation.

Message from the President...on managing controversies

APRIL

Protestors in Tel Aviv, 
March 2023
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News from BBANZ

Question: B’nai B’rith in Australia is a Jewish service organisation involved also in human rights. How can we
increase membership?

Within less than one second it came up with this sophisticated reply:

Increasing membership in any organisation can be a challenging task, but there are some strategies that you
could consider for B'nai Brith in Australia:
1.   Promote the organisation's mission and values: Make sure that people are aware of what B'nai Brith
stands for and its core values. Use social media, newsletters, and other forms of communication to highlight
the organisation's work, such as its involvement in human rights issues.
2.   Host events: Organise events that will bring people together and showcase the organisation's work.
These events could be cultural, educational, or social in nature and could include guest speakers,
performances, or workshops.
3.   Leverage existing members: Encourage existing members to bring their friends and family members to
events, and to talk about the organisation's work and mission. 
4.   Collaborate with other organisations: B'nai Brith can collaborate with other organisations that share
similar values or goals. This can help expand its reach and attract new members who are interested in the
organisation's work.
5.   Use targeted advertising through social media and other platforms to reach people who may be
interested in joining the organisation. For example, B'nai Brith could advertise to people who have shown an
interest in Jewish or human rights issues.
6.   Offer incentives: Consider offering incentives for new members, such as discounts on events, or access
to exclusive content.
7.   Embrace technology: Make use of online tools such as video conferencing and social media to connect
with potential members who may not be able to attend events in person. This can help reach a wider
audience and make it easier for people to get involved.

Remember that increasing membership is an ongoing process and may require a combination of different
strategies over time.

Less than one second to generate this free advice! I know it's nothing original, but it's an excellent summary
of our current strategy that we have developed over the past 2-3 years.

I wonder if AI could solve the other big issue in Jewish life...the awful situation in Israel where society is
tearing itself apart over the past 12 weeks over judicial reform and Israel/Palestinian issues. For us all who
love Israel, it is frightening and distressing to watch from afar. The ChatGPT program comes up with no
answer (I did try). How can we help achieve part of our motto which states: “B’nai B’rith is a staunch defender
of the State of Israel”?

This is where humans need to take the lead. Even the non-political Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Israel, Yitzhak
Yosef, has called for all sides to come to the table. President Isaac Herzog has done the same. It’s the
intelligent thing to do. Let’s hope and pray they can work it out, without any artificial or external influences.
Let's support our Israel projects to the max to show we care.

Benny Monheit
President BBANZ

When I read in the weekend newspaper that the latest Artificial Intelligence program called
ChatGPT-4 performed better than doctors in reading X rays and scored better than most
law graduates sitting for bar exams in the US, I sat bolt upright. Wow – this is amazing! 
This development could really change the way we can get answers to complex questions.
But the real test for us is: Could artificial Intelligence (AI) help B’nai B’rith? To find out, I
typed the following question into the ChatGPT4 program:
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Upcoming Events

https://events.humanitix.com/bbic-sach
mailto:non-fiction@bbvic.org.au
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OUT AND ABOUT
Fellowship Concert - it was great to be back!

Fred Grantham, Louisa de la Porte, Lorna Corless, Graeme Grandison

James Elliot, Mary Gaggino, Carl Antida, Patricia Blackham

Beverly Brand, Roslyn Levy, June Zeeny, Rachelle Blakey

John Mason, Lydia Finklestein, Feyga Lewin

B’nai B’rith Fellowship held its first
concert for senior citizens in 3
years at the Glen Eira McKinnon
Bowls Club in Ormond.
Entertainer, Brendan Scott, with
his versatility on the sax, banjo,
violin & piano delighted the
audience of 60 who sang along,
swayed & kicked up their heels.



Co-Presidents: Simone Markus / Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Adrienne Perch
Preview: Jacqui Dinor-Corry

RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
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What's on in April:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:
Rena Rabin (6th), Ruth Figdor (7th), Renata Valentine (21st), Edith Ungar (24th), Joan Black (29th)

MAZAL TOV: 
Eve Lustig on the marriage of her grandson Jeremy
P/P Ruth Figdor on the birth of another great-grandson born in Israel
Vera Unger on the birth of her new great grandson
 
DONATIONS RECEIVED: Dr. Peter and Mrs Judi Schiff.     

RESIGNATION: Sadly Gerald Toffler has resigned membership.

Wishing you all a Kosher Pesach and a wonderful time with your families and friends. 

Coming up in May:

Wednesday 19 2:30pm - Executive meeting at the home of Jacqui Dinor-Corry.

Tuesday 2 2:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann with Guest Speaker - Joel Burnie,
Executive Manager of Australia- Israel Jewish Affairs Council - AIJAC speaking
on: “Very Latest Update on Israel Today “.

Wednesday 31

Wednesday 10

2:30pm - Executive meeting at home of Simone Markus

Autumn BUS Tour has been postponed until Spring

Because of Passover/Pesach, we will not be having our Regular meeting in April.

SAVE THE DATE 4 JULY (afternoon)
We will be hosting the film “BABI YAR" - 75th Anniversary Commemoration at Hamer Hall as a
fundraiser for Ukraine.
Venue, bookings and cost to be announced in the next Preview. 

http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
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The following members celebrate their birthdays in April:
Margot Sims Cohen (3rd), Jack Bar-Ness (4th),  Ron Gocs (7th), Rose Nash (8th), Helen Koenig (14th),
Esther Kahn (15th), Louis Koper (18th), Ruth Kestenberg (19th), Sylvia Barson (22nd)

Mazal Tov to Hilary and Ron Gocs on the marriage of their son, Jared.

Welfare If you know of anyone else in an unfortunate situation, please contact our Welfare Officer, Leon
Nissen.
If you know of anyone who is celebrating a Simcha or birth of a grandchild, please contact Karin Zafir.

GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir / Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00 am -  Sunday morning "get-together"  
 Note: Zoom get-together will not take place on 3rd Sunday of each month due to
Umbrella Lounge in person get-together

What's on in April:

11:00am - Exercise Classes - Exercises adapted for all levels of fitness. Every Thursday

Coming up in May:

Sunday 23 11:00am - Members coffee and chat get together at the Umbrella Lounge, 338-340
Glenhuntly Rd Elsternwick. Stephen Moskowitz will talk about "The fascinating story of
Leo Frank and the origins of B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League". Lunch can be ordered
during or afterwards. RSVP Eleanor Aghion by 19 April.

Sunday 30 11:00am - 2:00pm - Maribyrnong River Cruise to Williamstown - Sold Out! 
Start is from Bunbury St Floating Landing at 11am. 
Contact Leon Nissen 
Meet 10am Caulfield Park Pavilion to carpool

Welcome to our new member Ruth Lovius!
We hope you enjoy what we have on offer.

Sunday 21 11:00am - Members coffee and chat get together at the Umbrella Lounge, 338-340
Glenhuntly Rd Elsternwick. Len Hain will talk about Hatzolah. Lunch can be ordered
during or afterwards. RSVP Eleanor Aghion by 17 May.

Visit to Jewish Museum7 or 14 May TBC
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Co-Presidents: Helen Fisher / Henry Winfield 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Annette Harriott

UNIT AKIBA

The following members celebrate their birthdays in April: 
Ruth Figdor (7th), Cheryl Gelfand (8th), Philip Woolf (17th), Fay Kayser (21st), Vivien Freadman
(26th) and Vardit Sacks-Davis (27th).

We wish a Refuah Shleima to any members of Unit Akiba who may be unwell at the present time.
We hope to see you joining us again very soon!

Wishing all Unit Akiba members and friends a Happy, Healthy and Safe Pesach.

What's on in April:

Coming up in May:

Monday 10

8:00pm - CLOC Theatre “Catch Me If You Can”. Dinner will precede show at
6.00pm. Contact Henry Winfield 

Saturday 13

Wednesday 17 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom. 

Thursday 27 

Sunday 16

10:30am - Visit to Cruden farm, 60 Cranbourne Road - Langwarrin. Visit to
Cruden Farm, 60 Cranbourne Road, Langwarrin. Cost $10 entry. 
Meet at 10.30am.
Cruden farm is a 20-acre garden of manicured garden, peaceful walking area
and lakes. Dame Elizabeth Murdoch lived there for many decades. Need to
prebook ticket at www.crudenfarm.com.au/event/garden-wander-ticket
Lunch will be available after the visit to Cruden Farm at Beretta's at Langwarrin
Hotel, 220 Cranbourne Frankston Road - approx 5 minute drive.
RSVP Miriam by 20 April.

8:00 - 9:30pm - Non-Fiction Jewish Book Club: “Morality” by Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks. Presenters: Julie Stainmagen & Jock Orkin. A light supper will be
provided. At Julie’s home. 
Contact non-fiction@bbvic.org.au

Thursday 18

Sunday 21 7:30pm - Regular Meeting at Ron & Liz James’s home. Guest speaker is
Richard Rozen OAM, speaking about his survival during the Shoah. 
Contact Suzanne Goldin

7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom. 

7:30pm - Regular Meeting. Memorial service for Barry Lewis and Robert
Mense. Trivia to follow service. Bring a plate of food to share and a folding
chair. At the home of Helen Fisher.

Welcome to our new members Ian Pohl and Sabina Zmood!
We hope you enjoy what we have on offer.

https://www.crudenfarm.com.au/event/garden-wander-ticket/
mailto:non-fiction@bbvic.org.au
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B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

What's on in April:

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Morning - The Rosstown trail, from Oakleigh to Elsternwick, will be led by
Rodney. 

Wednesday 19

Morning - Irena will lead a SOMW walk from Red Hill to Merricks.

Sunday 16 Morning - A family walk in Jells Park. 

Sunday 9

President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

HATIKVAH UNIT

What's on in April:

Happy Birthday to Orly Dar (17th), Michael Taft (23rd), Judy Winikoff (24th), Eva Haimon (27th), 
Avi Dar (29th)

Our best wishes for a healthy year filled with good times and much laughter.

Morning - Boris will lead a SOHW hard walk in Mt Buninyong. Sunday 30

Sunday 2 9:30- 11:30am - Calico dolls - CANCELLED
Please give Gerry a call if you would like to pick up a bag of dolls to complete at
home. 

Tuesday 25
(Anzac Day)

10:30am - 2:30pm - 10:30am drop off food to share at Leo Baeck Centre. 
11:00am sharp walk to start. 12:30pm lunch at LBC. If weather is inclement, lunch
and a games afternoon instead of walk.

Sunday 30 8:00pm - Regular meeting at Leo Baeck Centre. Avi Dar will be reviewing “The Story
of Russia”, a book by Orlando Figge. Please bring a small plate to share for supper.

Wishing everyone a Good Pesach. 
We will have a Matzah walk during Pesach, Irena’s Medium walk from Red Hill to Merricks. 

Feel free to join us.



President: Janet Machliss Kohn 
Vice-President: Danielle Schilling
Preview: Dr John Kohn

A hearty Mazel Tov to members who are celebrating their birthdays in April: 
Norman Cohen, Alex Lopata, Margaret Masur, Misha Nathani, Gerry Pearce, Pearl Stock, Miriam Suss
and Morris Tobias.
Devorah Zmood requests that members send dates of their birthdays.

Welfare of Members:
*   Congratulations to Janice Huppert on arrival of her great granddaughter.                                                                
*   Congratulations to Dorothy New on her 80th birthday celebrated in Bali with her family.
*   Mazel Tov again to the Shapiro’s and Judy Braun on the recent marriage of their granddaughter.

Donations to Making A Difference:
To make a donation, please credit the "Making A Difference" account: 
BSB: 013017          Account Number: 900128923 
Reference box - Your name. Please email makingadifference@bbvic.org.au with your details.

MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
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What's on in April
Sunday 9 11:00am - Outing to Blue Lotus Water Garden in the Yarra Valley. 

Meet at 11am at 2628 Warburton Highway, Yarra Junction for a BYO Pesach picnic.
One of our new members Anna Gdanski shared:
"When I was living in Monbulk in the Dandenongs, a group of ladies from our exercise
class had an outing to this glorious garden. Honestly, it was like being in another world.
At times we thought we were in Monet’s garden and at other times we could have been
in an exotic garden in Vietnam. Little bridges to cross over and look down upon the Lily
ponds. There were gondoliers as well. You just didn’t want to go back to civilization.
The weather should be beautifully mild in the first week of April."

Wednesday 12

Wednesday 19 

Sunday 16

7:30pm - Executive meeting (Zoom)

7:30pm - Programming meeting at Robyn Goldman’s home

Sunday 23

Monday 8 - Thursday 11

7:00pm - Israel Commission and Save a Child's Heart event at Beth Weizmann
https://events.humanitix.com/bbic-sach

May Midweek trip to Torquay. Places still available. 
Email John Kohn for more information.

Past Events 
8 March: Regular Meeting was held at Beth Weizmann with guest speaker Eddie Tamir, who spoke about
his ancestral family history and his life as a Cinema owner and operator. This was followed by a Q&A with
Ellana Aarons our CEO.

7:30pm - General meeting (at Beth Weizmann). 
Guest Speaker: Simone Zmood speaking about Glen Eira City Council

Coming up in May 

mailto:makingadifference@bbvic.org.au
https://events.humanitix.com/bbic-sach


OUT AND ABOUT
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Akiba Barefoot Bowls

Gesher-Rabin @ Umbrella Lounge
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HUMAN RIGHTS ORATION
It was an incredible privilege and honour to host the Victorian Ombudsman, Deborah Glass OBE, at the
recent B'nai B'rith Human Rights Oration. She shared her insights and expertise in challenging those in
government and authority in support of human rights. We were reminded of the role that each of us can play
in holding those in power accountable by challenging their decisions and demanding transparency.

With Deborah's personal connection to and understanding of B'nai B'rith, we were also reminded of the
crucial role that organisations like ours play in promoting and advocating for human rights.

The success of the event was such that more than $2,000 will be contributed to The Torch, an organisation
that is committed to ending the cycle of Indigenous incarceration.
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Human Rights Oration
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Human Rights Oration

The Come Together session on Tuesday 21 March was excellent. It was well thought out, designed to elicit
group participation, provided good background information, answered all questions and helped to bring
closer ties between the two communities.
Attendees gained good insight into the issues behind the need for the Voice and much empathy was
generated through the interaction that was created by the presenters from Aboriginal background.

Come Together Program

Thank you to our wonderful and hardworking organising committee: 
Faye Haskin-Dubrowin OAM, Peter Schattner, Rosa Schattner, Jacqui Dinor-Corry,

Joey Thomas, Simone Markus and David Sonenberg along with Ellana Aarons
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Applications now open for the Bernard J. Lustig Memorial Scholarship

Danny Lustig with his cousins Bernard and Lisa King-Smith, who were visiting Melbourne from the USA and
paid a special visit to the office to see the new Bernard J. Lustig Memorial Scholarship Recipient Board.

This Bernard is named in honour of the Scholarship's Bernard J. Lustig.

WEBSITE
LAUNCHING

SOON!

https://form.jotform.com/230316508739862
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OUT AND ABOUT
AKIBA & GESHER RABIN WEEKEND AWAY
One could not have wished for better weather when 30 members of Akiba & Gesher Rabin units went on
their annual combined weekend away to Phillip Island. This saw the return to action of our wonderful
President Peter Schattner. 
The delicious Shabbat dinner was in an idyllic sheltered bush setting at Wild Food Farm, outside of Rhyll. 
A stream of other good eating places followed over the next days. But the good walks over wonderful
landscapes ensured no added pounds!
The weekend finished with a boat cruise around the magnificently etched granite shoreline. 
It must have been a good program as no complaints have been received so far 😊



IN ONE VOICE
We had a wonderful day at the recent In One Voice Festival. Of course we always ask to be 
located next to B’nai B’rith so we can catch up.
It was a great chance to see some old friends and meet some new people interested in what we do at
Courage to Care.
A big thank you to our Volunteer Manager, Lisa Lewis, for making all the arrangements and to our volunteers
who helped out on the day.

DRIFTWOOD THE MUSICAL & COURAGE TO CARE
Driftwood The Musical will be returning to Chapel Off Chapel from 
3 – 20 May. There was an incredible response in May 2022 and 
now it’s back! 
If you missed it last year, don’t miss your chance to see this compelling
real life story of Eva de Jong’s family, set at the time of the Holocaust. 
$5 from every ticket sold using these Special Codes below will go to 
support the work of Courage for Care. 
Book your seats now at https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/show/driftwood-the-musical-2/
For large group bookings please call Nicole on 0416 033 833.

SPECIAL CODES:
CARE – Standard Tickets
CAREGROUPS – Group Tickets
CARECONCESSION – Concession Tickets
Driftwood The Musical tells the inspirational story of the renowned 
Austrian/ Australian sculptor Karl Duldig and his artist-inventor wife, 
Slawa Horowitz-Duldig. We follow their lives in pre-war Vienna, the 
family’s narrow escape from Nazi Austria, Slawa’s ingenious invention 
of the foldable umbrella, and the incredible chain of events that took 
place after miraculously escaping the Holocaust and rebuilding their 
careers as artists in Melbourne. This epic story that covers three continents and three generations has been
adapted for the stage by award-winning playwright Jane Bodie, based on the original memoir. 

VENUE: Chapel Off Chapel, 12 Little Chapel St, Prahran
SEASON: Wednesday 3 – Saturday 20 May 
PRICES: from $39.90
BOOKINGS: https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/show/driftwood-the-musical-2/

Mike Zervos 
CEO
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COURAGE TO CARE UPDATE

https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/show/driftwood-the-musical-2/
http://www.driftwoodthemusical.com.au/
https://chapeloffchapel.com.au/show/driftwood-the-musical-2/
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Doing good deeds to meet community needs
י תַ ימָ יו, אֵ שָׁ  כְ לֹא עַ ם  י. וְאִ נִ ה אֲ י, מָ מִ צְ עַ י לְ נִ אֲ שֶׁ  וּכְ י.  י לִ י, מִ י לִ נִ ין אֲ ם אֵ אִ
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MITZVAH DAY 2023
POWERED BY B'NAI B'RITH

https://events.humanitix.com/kb
https://events.humanitix.com/acseries2
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Click HERE to see the B'nai B'rith calendar which includes all B'nai B'rith and Unit Events and Jewish Holidays.

Members and friends of B'nai B'rith Victoria acknowledge the Boonwurrung people of the 
Kulin Nation who are the traditional custodians of the land on which we work and meet.

Compiled and edited by B'nai B'rith Victoria Inc.
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https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/3c780e2a004146f09c3d36be66bf55e7@bbvic.org.au/cf24976e9aa741758c035b8206b5c68b11301385301822868833/calendar.html
https://tinyurl.com/yc7cep35

