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I have had many email exchanges about the forthcoming referendum with the chair of our Reconciliation Project,
Jack Aghion, and I thank him for his tireless efforts in organising relevant educational events for our members and
the broader community. I therefore reiterate that these are my personal views. 

I believe we will only have one opportunity to engage with the Voice proposal. I have accepted the argument that
continuing to do what we have done for our First Nations in the past will not work, whereas a Voice might shift the
dial a little. This is not guaranteed but given the extent of the consultation that has occurred over many years on this
matter, there is a chance that this will help address significant issues in disadvantaged Aboriginal communities. 
Trying to do our best for these communities is very much in line with B’nai B’rith’s values. The only proviso is that
the passing of a referendum on the Voice does not lead to unintended consequences. There is a long list of these
potential problems and I do not have the space here to go over what has been widely canvassed in the media. 

Essentially, I think it comes down to where you think the balance of probabilities lie. It is not possible to be
completely certain about future outcomes. Let me give just two examples of arguments put forward by the No case.
One is that the Voice will divide Australia by race by giving power to one group which has not been given to any
other group. However, I believe that giving additional assistance to our First Nations, who were treated terribly by
our British colonial predecessors, and who still suffer intergenerational trauma, is not divisive. In my view the Voice
is more likely to lead to reconciliation than by continuing on our current path. 

A second argument is that newly proposed legislation will be held up by the Voice challenging Parliament in the
High Court, complaining that politicians have not fulfilled their constitutional responsibilities by, for example, not
giving the Voice sufficient time to investigate a particular issue. Do you believe that Parliament will be tied up in
legal knots? I don’t accept this view but I cannot prove that it won’t be. I take it that on the balance of probabilities,
this assertion as well as several others, seem unlikely to eventuate. 

This is how I have come to be a supporter of the Yes case – cautiously, understanding counter-arguments, and
agreeing that sometimes in life you have to take a small risk if you believe you are doing the right thing. I make no
assumption about how many of our members agree with the decision your Executive representatives have made,
and obviously you will decide on which way you will vote in the referendum. But you should know that the Executive
and I will not be fence-sitters on this issue. I am pleased that B’nai B’rith Victoria has taken a stand.

Peter Schattner
President
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The Executive of B’nai B’rith Victoria has voted by consensus agreement to support the 'Yes'
case in the referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice. I wish to give you a
personal explanation of why I support us joining the Jewish Community Council of Victoria
(JCCV), the Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ) and many other Jewish
organisations in accepting the Yes case.

Message from the President...on B'nai B'rith and The Voice

Members and friends of B'nai B'rith Victoria acknowledge the Boonwurrung people of the 
Kulin Nation who are the traditional custodians of the land on which we work and meet.

MAY



MAY 2023 • PREVIEW 2

Special Guest Speaker for the first Armchair Society session 
on Tuesday 2 May will be the Hon. Michael Danby

Past Chairperson of Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade and Sky News contributor
This session will be held in the Beth Weizmann Auditorium.

Upcoming Events

http://www.trybooking.com/chdig
https://events.humanitix.com/acseries2
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Upcoming Events

mailto:non-fiction@bbvic.org.au
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UPCOMING EVENTS

https://events.humanitix.com/kb
https://events.humanitix.com/hatikvah


Co-Presidents: Simone Markus / Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Adrienne Perch
Preview: Jacqui Dinor-Corry

RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
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What's on in May:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:
Judi Schiff (15th), Beryl Sandler (16th), Shirley Freedman (17th), Ann Cebon-Glass (22nd), 
Pnina Heilbrunn (30th), Rena Komesaroff (31st).

MAZAL TOV: 
To P/P Wendy Waller on the birth of a grandson here in Melbourne and to P/P Ruth Figdor on the
birth of a great granddaughter in Israel. 

Coming up in June:

Wednesday 31 2:30pm - Executive Meeting at the home of Simone Markus.

Tuesday 2 2:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann with Guest Speaker - Joel Burnie,
Executive Manager of Australia-Israel Jewish Affairs Council (AIJAC) speaking
on the “Very Latest Update on Israel Today“.

Wednesday 28

Tuesday 6

2:00pm - Visit to Jewish Museum of Australia to see their flagship Exhibition for
2023: Celebrating the remarkable story of Marc Chagall.
Cost $17.50. Meet at Museum. Registration with Irene Bud 

2:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann with Guest Speaker - our own
Emeritus Professor Andrew Markus AO FASSA .Topic - "The early decades of
the Melbourne Film Festival".

Program will begin at 2:00pm sharp
The Raoul Wallenberg Unit is very proud to have been chosen to be the host
presenters of the concert recording of “BABIYAR “- a concert performed 5
years ago for the 75th Anniversary Commemoration at Hamer Hall.
This event is a fundraiser for the The Joint Emergency Ukrainian Refugee
Response. It will be held in the Beth Weizmann Auditorium.
Cost $25 - includes afternoon tea.
This will be a one-off screening. 
https://events.humanitix.com/babi-yar

July Event:
Tuesday 4

http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
https://events.humanitix.com/babi-yar
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The following members celebrate their birthdays in May:
Leon Schnall (6th), Nick Koenig (11th), David Berman (13th), Hilary Gocs (21st), Adela Kohn (30th)

Mazal Tov to Hilary and Ron Gocs on the marriage of their daughter, Nicole.

Welfare If you know of anyone else in an unfortunate situation, please contact our Welfare Officer, Leon
Nissen.

If you know of anyone who is celebrating a Simcha or birth of a grandchild, please contact Karin Zafir.

GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir / Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00 am -  Sunday morning "get-together"  

What's on in May:

11:00am - Exercise Classes - Exercises adapted for all levels of fitness. Every Thursday

Coming up in June:

Sunday 7 10:30am - Visit to Immigration Museum. Limited spaces available.
www.trybooking.com/CHDIG

Sunday 21 11:00am - Member coffee and chat get together at the Umbrella Lounge - 
338-340 Glenhuntly Rd Elsternwick. Len Hain will talk about Hatzolah. Lunch can be
ordered during or afterwards. RSVP Eleanor Aghion by 17 May.

Time to be advised (after Shabbat) - Popcorn, pizza & movie night. 
Movie "Amal" - when Amal, a poor rickshaw driver impresses an eccentric millionaire
with his humility and humanity, he unknowingly becomes the old man's beneficiary. 

Saturday 24

http://www.trybooking.com/CHDIG
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Co-Presidents: Helen Fisher / Henry Winfield 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Annette Harriott

UNIT AKIBA

The following members celebrate their birthdays in May: 
Ron Sacks-Davis (1st), Ron James (4th), Serge Sztrajt (13th), Nonna Berter (23rd), Myrna Brits
(31st).

Mazel Tov to Ruth Figdor on the birth of her great granddaughter Ayelet, daughter of Yocheved and
Moshe Simon and granddaughter to Chana and Rabbi Chaim Weissman and Ita and Rabbi Dovid
Simon and great grandparents Naomi and Max Simon.

We wish a Refuah Shleima to any members of Unit Akiba who may be unwell at the present time.
We hope to see you joining us again very soon!

What's on in May:

Coming up in June:

8:00pm - CLOC Theatre “Catch Me If You Can”. Dinner will precede show at
6.00pm. Contact Henry Winfield 

Saturday 13

Wednesday 17 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom. 

Wednesday 14

Sunday 28

8:00 - 9:30pm - Non-Fiction Jewish Book Club: “Morality” by Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks. Presenters: Julie Stainmagen & Jock Orkin. A light supper will be
provided. At Julie’s home - 39 Woornack Road, Carnegie. 
Contact non-fiction@bbvic.org.au

Thursday 18

Sunday 21 7:30pm - Regular Meeting at Ron & Liz James’ home. Guest speaker is
Richard Rozen OAM, speaking about his survival during the Shoah. 
Contact Suzanne Goldin 

2:00pm - Planning Day at the home of Suzanne Goldin. Please bring a small
plate of PM tea to share. Contact Suzanne Goldin 

7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom. 

7:30pm - Annual General Meeting at the home of Denise Le Bransky.
Contact Denise.

Sunday 18

Wednesday 21 8:00-9:30pm - Visit to Bendigo Art Gallery (42 View St) to see the exhibition
"Designing a Nation". Exhibition is free. Train leaves Southern Cross at
9:05am or carpool. Lunch after the gallery. RSVP to Miriam by June 4.

mailto:non-fiction@bbvic.org.au
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B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

What's on in May:

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Weekend - Walking the Grampians Peaks trail south end to Dunkeld. 
Contact Boris for more information and to register.

Friday 19 to
Sunday 21

Morning - Miriam will lead a medium walk in Warrandyte State Park. 

Wednesday 17 Morning - Midweek walk, destination not yet decided, led by Harvey. 

Sunday 7

President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

HATIKVAH UNIT

What's on in May:

Happy Birthday to Henryka Fromm (10th), Paula Messer (18th) and Helen Messer (19th).

Our best wishes for a month filled with good times and much laughter.

Morning - Josh will lead a 6 hour 16 km walk in Lerderderg National Park. Sunday 28

Sunday 4 2:30 - 5:00pm - Hatikvah Fundraiser will be an afternoon of Trivia Fun.
Quizmaster extraordinaire, Iain Messer will keep us on our toes.
Come along for a fun afternoon with friends and family to support Guide Dogs, Israel,
and the Grace Tame Foundation (supporter of child sexual abuse survivors).
Please see flyer on page 5 for more details.
https://events.humanitix.com/hatikvah

Sunday 28 8:00pm - Regular meeting at Leo Baeck Centre. Serge Sztrajt will talk about elder
abuse and domestic violence.

Morning - Medium walk led by Evelyn and Malcolm along cliff-top tracks and
coastal vegetation, in Cape Schanck. 

Sunday 4 
June

Coming up in June:

https://events.humanitix.com/hatikvah


President: Janet Machliss Kohn 
Vice-President: Danielle Schilling
Preview: Dr John Kohn

We are pleased to report that Harry Newhouse did not sustain any major injuries from his recent car
accident and is recovering well.
Mazel Tov to Pearl Stock on reaching her 80th 

A hearty Mazel Tov to members who are celebrating their birthdays in May: 
Naomi Alberts, Robyn Goldman, Janet Machliss Kohn, John Kohn, Marilyn Mandie, Diane Orner

Devorah Zmood requests that members send dates of their birthdays.

Welfare of Members:

Donations to Making A Difference:
To make a donation, please credit the "Making A Difference" account: 
BSB: 013017          Account Number: 900128923 
Reference box - Your name. Please email makingadifference@bbvic.org.au with your details.

MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
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What's on in May
Wednesday 3 7:30pm - Executive Meeting (Zoom)

Monday 8 - Thursday 11 Midweek trip to Torquay. Places still available. If possible, we may hold a
casual General Meeting whilst we are here.
Email John for information.

Kulture Klub Dinner on March 29 was very well attended and enjoyed by all.

mailto:makingadifference@bbvic.org.au


OUT AND ABOUT

10 MAY 2023 • PREVIEW

MML Outing to Blue Lotus Water Garden
A little band of merry men and women ventured forth to the Blue Lotus gardens. 
They saw magnificent lilies and other flowers under sunny skies and enjoyed a Pesach picnic. 
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Attendees of the Come Together Program gained insight into the issues behind the need for The
Voice and much empathy and understanding was generated. We extend our thanks to the session
leaders, Stacey, Alli, Lee Ann and Bianca, as well as all at Children's Ground and Stand Up who
organised the informative learning experience.

First Nations Reconciliation Project - Come Together Program

OUT AND ABOUT

B'nai B'rith Partnership with Save A Child's Heart

L-R: Stacey Campton - Session leader, Children's Ground, 
Lee Ann Basser - Facilitator, Stand Up, 

Jack Aghion - B'nai B'rith Vice President, 
Paul Gardner - Member of Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge, 

Allison Toby - Children's Ground

desperate need of heart surgery. Ami made it happen and hosted the
children in his home during their recovery. Guided by his ethos of "if we
can we should", SACH was born and began bringing children from all
over the world to Israel for cardiac treatment, free of charge. 

Since 1995, SACH has saved more than 6,500 lives from no less than
67 countries. Noteably nearly half of these children are Palestinian.

In order to extend the impact and longevity of SACH's work, the
organisation now trains doctors in Israel so that they are able to establish
paediatric cardiac care in their own countries.

B'nai B'rith Victoria and NSW are excited to announce a partnership with
SACH to raise critical funds to provide medication for the Children's
Home, where the children remain following their surgery.

"Disease has no borders: in this small global village that we all share, we
must care for our own children as well as our neighbours', no matter how
near or how far, for we are all one people and neither geography nor
prejudice should impede us." Dr Lior Sasson, Director Paediatric Surgery

In front of an engaged and enthralled audience, Doron Lazarus, CEO of SACH Australia explained that the
organisation has been saving children from countries without access to critical cardiac care for over 25 years.
It all began in 1995 when a colleague of Dr Ami Cohen, a recent 'Oleh' and Head of the Pediatric Cardiac Unit
of the Wolfson Medical Centre in Holon called and asked him to help him save two Ethiopian children in  

L-R: Doron Lazarus, Danielle Schilling, Peter
Schattner, Benny Monheit, Ellana Aarons
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Child Life Therapy week – Calico Doll Competition at The Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH)
B'nai B'rith is a proud supporter of the RCH Foundation and the Child Life Therapy (CLT) program at the RCH,
supplying the department with hundreds of calico dolls each year for use with patients.

Last week was CLT week, and the RCH CLT team asked RCH staff to decorate a calico doll to represent their
department. The RCH staff didn’t disappoint, and the RCH CLT team was amazed & blown away by the entries.
RCH Child Life Therapists use calico dolls primarily to prepare children for hospital procedures. The Child Life
Therapists use these dolls to demonstrate the procedure; with the child participating as much as possible – the
child might draw a face, add clothing or simply decorate the doll however they wish.

Many RCH departments shared that this competition was a playful activity that brought so much joy and
camaraderie this week. And the winners were:

Winner: Prosthetics and Orthotics department – their doll was chosen because of their attention to detail and
use of real equipment. It represents their department with a Boston brace attached to a halo, a shoe raise on the
right foot and a three-point splint on the left leg.
Runner Up: Medical Imaging (MRI department) – their doll was chosen because of the addition of the MRI
machine, IVC for contrast, scrubs, headphones and movie helmet. It is a great representation of what children
can expect when having an MRI; minus the clangy bangy sounds!
Honourable mention: Music Therapy and their Harry Styles doll – because we all need a little sparkle in our
lives.

https://events.humanitix.com/babi-yar
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UPCOMING EVENTS

https://events.humanitix.com/journey-of-care
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COURAGE TO CARE UPDATE

LEADERSHIP SUCCESSION - OUR SECRETARY ROLE

We are pleased to announce that Simone Markus has agreed to take the role of Secretary of the
Committee of Management following Lesley Gaspar’s stepping down from this role after a number
of years. This is one of our four key leadership roles. Simone is well known and respected by all at
Courage to Care and we are thankful that she is happy to get more involved.

Lesley has been amazing, looking after the minutes from meetings and all official responsibilities.
We thank Lesley for all her hard work and professionalism. After some travel, Lesley will be
volunteering in other areas with us.

ANNUAL REVIEW 2022/3

Hot off the presses is our latest Annual Review that highlights our activities and achievements
during 2022 and sets out our plans for the future. This is available on our website now.

Courage to Care Patron Uncle
Boydie enjoying the Annual Review

SUNDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2023



Doing good deeds to meet community needs
י תַ ימָ יו, אֵ שָׁ  כְ לֹא עַ ם  י. וְאִ נִ ה אֲ י, מָ מִ צְ עַ י לְ נִ אֲ שֶׁ  וּכְ י.  י לִ י, מִ י לִ נִ ין אֲ ם אֵ אִ

MITZVAH DAY 2023
POWERED BY B'NAI B'RITH
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UPCOMING INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
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Click HERE to see the B'nai B'rith calendar which includes all B'nai B'rith and Unit Events and Jewish Holidays.
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https://tinyurl.com/yc7cep35

