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Message from the President...on strengthening Jewish life

of the words meant in this context. So, as good as it theoretically might have been, the Exec and I
thought we should go with something that was easier to remember and hopefully easier to
understand. Some time ago, we came up with ‘’Strengthening Jewish life”. This phrase recognises
that B’nai B’rith’s core business is to support people like you to ‘give back’ to the Jewish
community by working together via projects, programs, events and partnerships. We create
opportunities for you to do this in a way that also satisfies your desire for a more meaningful
Jewish identity. B’nai B’rith caters for those of you who appreciate Jewish social cohesion and
wish to engage in activities that support it. By doing so, you strengthen your own Jewish life and
also that of your friends and colleagues.  

Some of you know that I run a Jewish-themed Non-Fiction Book Club. The July session presented
a book by Micah Goodman titled The Wondering Jew. Although it was mainly focussed on how
Jews self-identify in Israel, much of the analysis can be applied to the Diaspora. The book referred
to two principal ways of identifying: the religious and the secular. Goodman explained that the
difference is not always a strict dichotomy; there is a large group ‘in between’ which we would call
traditional. These are people who take a bit from religion, especially its practice rather than its
belief, and another bit from a sense of peoplehood, which is a more ethno-national or cultural
perspective.  

Melbourne, like all Diaspora communities, is challenged to preserve Jewish life in the long run.
Assimilation, particularly for the less religious, remains an ongoing threat.  That is why we should
be so invested in a community organisation such as B’nai B’rith whose fundamental purpose is to
strengthen our participation in and belonging to a community – and to do so ‘Jewishly’. 
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I recently approved the go-ahead of changing the tag-line of B’nai B’rith Victoria
on the wall of our office in Beth Weizmann.  The previous one was ‘’Jewish
unity, diversity and continuity”. This seemed quite reasonable, except that when
I asked people about the motto, they could either not remember the correct
order, or they only recalled two out of three items, or they weren’t sure what all  

Members and Friends of B'nai B'rith Victoria acknowledge the Boon wurrung people of the 
Eastern Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet.

AUGU S T
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B’nai B’rith is a very inclusive organisation and caters for the religious, the secular and the in-between
traditionalists. The minimum requirement that inspires B’nai B’rith is that in working together for the
good of our community, we should also help to strengthen Jewish life. Simply donating to a charity will
not do it. Going to an interesting talk as an individual won’t do it. Attending a restaurant or a movie
with fellow Jews does not really achieve it either. However, coming together and working together on
a range of activities including helping those in need, supporting human rights and fostering education,
celebrating our achievers and advocating for Israel – these can assist us in our goal of social
cohesion and continuity. 

So, when they ask you next, ‘What does B’nai B’rith stand for?’, you can tell them: B’nai B’rith works
to strengthen Jewish life. 

Peter Schattner
President

R
egister your project here:

https://m
itzvahday.org.au/project-registration/

https://mitzvahday.org.au/project-registration/
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OUT AND ABOUT Fellowship Concert
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Armchair Society 
Series 3 of Armchair Society began with a bang, with a lively session with Josh Burns MP.
Book for the rest of the series: https://events.humanitix.com/acseries3
Flyer with dates and speakers on page 4

Alan Freedman

Josh Burns MP

https://events.humanitix.com/acseries3
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GUEST 
SPEAKERS:

Armchair Society Series 3
August 8 - Sue Hampel 
August 22 - Dr Dvir Abramovich
September 5 - Rabbi Hillel Nagel

JENNY GOLDBERG SERVICE GRANT APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN!

https://form.jotform.com/223407669203859
https://events.humanitix.com/acseries3
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Gesher-Rabin AGM Installation

OUT AND ABOUT
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Gesher-Rabin Visit the Duldig Studio

OUT AND ABOUT

Our group was divided in two and we had a guided tour of the House, Sculptor Garden and Studio. Our
guides, Janet and Michelle were warmly welcomed and felt as if Slawa & Karl would come back into the
room at any moment. The story of the Duldig’s family escape from Nazi Austria and miraculous survival of
Karl and Slawa’s artwork in Paris was shared. Their lives had been described in the book "Driftwood" by
their daughter Eva de Jong-Duldig. Everyone enjoyed our Duldig Experience.



AUGUST 2023 • PREVIEW 8

UPCOMING EVENTS

https://tinyurl.com/58PVV9J8
https://events.humanitix.com/the-voice
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UPCOMING EVENTS



Co-Presidents: Simone Markus / Jacqui Dinor-Corry
Secretary: Adrienne Perch
Preview: Jacqui Dinor-Corry

RAOUL WALLENBERG UNIT
10AUGUST 2023 • PREVIEW

What's on in August:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:
Esther Gross (10th), Ruth Goldman (15th), Eve Lustig (17th), Josh Kahan (17th), 
Barbara Wolfson (21st), Gabor Ujvari (25th), George Schimmel (25th), Eva Slonim (29th)

REFUAH SHLEIMA:                                         DONATIONS: 
To Eva Lustig and Irene Bud                             Rebecca Pillai
                                                                           Leon and Frances Slonim 
                                                                           Judi and Dr Peter Schiff OAM

Coming up in October:
BABI YAR COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT 
The Raoul Wallenberg Unit is very proud to have been chosen to be the host
presenters of the concert recording of “BABIYAR “- a concert performed 5
years ago for the 75th Anniversary Commemoration at Hamer Hall.
This event is a fundraiser for the The Joint Emergency Ukrainian Jewish
Refugee Response. Venue: Beth Weizmann Auditorium.
Program will begin at 2:00pm sharp.  Cost $25 - includes afternoon tea.
This will be a one-off screening. 
https://events.humanitix.com/babi-yar

Tuesday 3 

Tuesday 22 2:30pm - AGM and Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann with an update
regarding our amalgamation and future plans and activities.
With guest speaker Rabbi Dr Danny Schiff, son of our Raoul Wallenberg Unit
founders, Judi and Dr Peter Schiff OAM. Topic: "This is not my Judaism".

To all our Raoul Wallenberg Unit Members  -
The AGM this month will be our last as by the end of this year, we will amalgamate with

 Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge. Details to be included in next month's Preview. 

September: Nothing planned due to Yom Tovim

9:00am - Bus Tour to Mornington Peninsula Art Gallery to see the 2023
Archibald Art Exhibition, followed by visit to Mornington, regular Wednesday
Market Day, lunch at your leisure, followed by visit to “The Briars” - Wildlife
Sanctuary, and then afternoon tea by the beach, and home by 5:30pm.
Departure from Caulfield Pavilion, Balaclava Road entrance, at 9am sharp. 
$55 includes morning and afternoon tea, bottled water, and all costs incurred
during the day except lunch. Registration necessary with Irene Bud.

Wednesday 11

https://events.humanitix.com/babi-yar
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
http://2.pm/
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Welfare: If you know of anyone else in an unfortunate situation, please contact Leon Nissen.
If you know of anyone who is celebrating a Simcha or birth of a grandchild, please contact Karin Zafir.

GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir / Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00 am -  Sunday morning "get-together"  
Via Zoom
Note: Zoom get-together will not take place on 3rd Sunday of each month due to Umbrella Lounge
in person get-together

What's on in August:

11:00am - Exercise Classes - Exercises adapted for all levels of fitness. 
via Zoom

Every Thursday

11:00am - Member coffee and chat get together at the Umbrella Lounge - 
338-340 Glenhuntly Rd. Ellana will be talking to us about B'nai B'rith. What it was, what it
is and what it might become. Lunch can be ordered during or afterwards. 
RSVP Eleanor Aghion by 15 August.

7:30pm - Comedy Debate against Maccabi Toastmasters – “Life begins at 60”
AN hilarious annual event. $15pp. A light supper will be served after the debate. 
Venue: Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls Club, 23 Tyrone St, Ormond
Bookings: https://tinyurl.com/58pvv9j8

Saturday 26

Sunday 6

Sunday 20

Welcome Hilary and John Gould!
We hope you enjoy what we have on offer.

7:30pm - Fiddler on the Roof group booking at the Alex Theatre in Fitzroy St, St Kilda,
Tickets $41. Bookings: Eleanor Aghion 

Happy Birthday:
Rose Nash (18th), Colin Schneider (25th), Abe Lester (31st)

Refuah Shleima:
We wish a speedy recovery to Freda Goldshmeid, Monica Petterson, Stephen Schmideg

https://tinyurl.com/58pvv9j8
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Co-Presidents: Helen Fisher / Henry Winfield 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Annette Harriott

UNIT AKIBA

The following members celebrate their birthdays in August: 
Karen Neumann (1st), Fred Pollak (2nd), Andrew Freadman (12th), 
David Rooseboom (18th), Beatrice Mense (26th), Miriam Sztrajt (26th)

We wish a Refuah Shleima to any members of Unit Akiba who may be unwell at the present
time. We hope to see you joining us again very soon!

Coming up in September:

Monday 14 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom. 

Saturday 23

Thursday 20 8:00-9:30pm - Non Fiction Jewish Book Club
“Antisemitism Here and Now” by Deborah Lipstadt. Presented by
Annette Gladwin. RSVP - Peter Schattner on non-fiction@bbvic.org.au. 

What's on in August:

Monday 18 7:30pm - Executive Committee meeting on Zoom. 

Sunday 20 7:15pm for 7:30pm start - Visit to Hatzolah at 320 Orrong Road
(between Inkerman and Alma Rds). Booking essential - please RSVP by
Monday 14 August to Henry Winfield.

Tuesday 29 Movie and Lunch. Details to follow. 
Enquiries: Miriam 

7:30pm - Ten Pin Bowling at Moorabbin Bowl, 938 Nepean Highway
Moorabbin. Cost of 2 games including shoe hire is $27.90. 
Followed by supper. More details to come. 
RSVP by 15th September to Annette 

mailto:non-fiction@bbvic.org.au
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B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Tania Tobias
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

What's on in August:

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Morning - SOHW walk in Warburton, Mt Little Joe, led by Stan.  

Morning - Julie will lead a medium walk at Kurth Kiln Park in Gembrook. 

Wednesday 16 Morning - Midweek walk from Camberwell to Alphington, led by Rodney. 

Sunday 6

President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

HATIKVAH UNIT

What's on in August:

Happy Birthday to Alec Huze (14th), Peter Arnehim (21st) and Tessa Berger (21st).

We wish a Refuah Shleima and a speedy recovery to Ken Hamer and any members who are not
feeling their usual selves.

Hatikvah Unit has made a donation of $1000 to both the Israel Guide Dog Association and the Grace
Tame Foundation as a result of our recent Trivia Fundraiser.

Sunday 27

No face-to-face doll making but if you would like to take a bag home to finish, please
call Gerry.

8:00pm - Regular Meeting at Leo Baeck Centre
Guest speakers: Helen and Iain Messer who will talk about their recent trip to the
Northern Territory.
Please bring a small plate to share for supper

Sunday 27



President: Janet Machliss Kohn 
Vice-President: Danielle Schilling
Preview: Dr John Kohn

Lillian & Gerry Pearce for their generous major donation.
Helen and Paul Gardner donated (in lieu of attending The Flash)

A hearty Mazel Tov to members who are celebrating their birthdays in August: 
Howard Elton, Lorraine Freeman, Peter Pulver & Ron Zmood.

Mazel Tov to:
Margaret Fischer on her granddaughter’s recent engagement
Robyn Goldman on her grandson’s Bar Mitzvah
Alex & Rena Lopata on their grandson Toby winning the 9 - 12 year old category of the Young Archies.

Donations to Making A Difference:
Generous donations received from:

IMPORTANT CHANGE IN HOW YOU DONATE TO “MAKING A DIFFERENCE” TO ENABLE
CLAIMING A TAX DEDUCTION:
You must go through the B'nai B'rith website: Scroll down the home page to 'Campaigns'. Click on
“Making a Difference”. (Do not go through the BB Foundation). 
Then send email to makingadifference@bbvic.org.au.

MELBOURNE MITZVAH LODGE
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What's on in August

Monday 7 7:30pm - Programming Meeting at Robyn Goldman's home 

Wednesday 2 3:00pm - Executive Meeting at Beth Weizmann 

Wednesday 9 7:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann. 
Guest Speaker: Cult consultant Raphael Aaron.   
Topic: Dealing with people at risk. Raphael will bring & sign copies of his book
“Bound By Belief” for purchase.

Coming up in September
Monday 4 7:30pm - Programming Meeting. Venue TBA

Wednesday 6 3:00pm - Executive Meeting at Beth Weizmann

Sunday 27 3:00 - 5:30pm - Presentation by Danielle Schilling
"French Jews throughout History and Modern Times". At the Caulfield Park Pavilion.
Cost: $25 includes afternoon tea. Fundraiser for the Israel Commission’s Jaffa
Institute. Book through Melbourne Mitzvah account. 
BSB: 083 231   Account: 019232426   Ref: IC & your name

Monday 21 7:30pm - Book Club at Anita Librach's home 

Note: The Regular meeting in September has been cancelled due to the close proximity of the Chagim.

Save the Date! Sunday 22 October: Saltpillar's hilarious musical comedy of the Tony Award
winning "The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee". Details on page 16

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/campaigns/making-a-difference/
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/campaigns/making-a-difference/
mailto:makingadifference@bbvic.org.au
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Save the Date
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UPCOMING EVENTS

https://events.humanitix.com/babi-yar
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KOL HALEV LAUNCH
B'nai B'rith, which was formed 180 years ago to care for the disadvantaged and the oppressed, has not lost its raison
d'etre even after all these years.

On Monday 3 July, a number of Jewish organisations came together with Stand Up and JCCV to launch the Kol Halev
'Jewish Voice for Yes' campaign in the forthcoming Referendum. 

Brenda Cook from Initiatives of
Change, Jack Aghion and 

Rabbi Gabi Kaltmann

Jack Aghion 
and Aunty Marcia

As part of NAIDOC Week 'For Our Elders', the Yoorrook Truth & Justice Commission yesterday organised an Open Day
of their new Collingwood premises.

Jack Aghion, Chair of the B'nai B'rith First Nations Reconciliation Project and his wife Eleanor, were invited to attend
where they met Uncle Kevin Coombs OAM, 82 year old ex Australian Basketball Paralympic Champion. There they also
met Professor Eleanor Bourke AM the Yoorrook Commissioner.

One aspect that we found incredible is that when Uncle Kevin as a young athlete went to London to represent Australia,
he had to travel on a temporary British Passport, as this was prior to the Referendum of 1967 when Aboriginal people
were finally counted as Australians.

The Commission has been set up to record the stories of the Elders of the community, before that information and
knowledge is lost forever to time.

It was a privilege to have been invited to their Open Day. It happened to coincide with the day when our Prime Minister,
publicly acknowledged the work of B'nai B'rith and the Jewish community, towards Reconciliation.

Since then, the B'nai B'rith First Nations Reconciliation Project has run a number of functions to bring knowledge to the
community on the history, the culture and the need for recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
It was therefore heartening to receive acknowledgement of that fact at the sold-out launch, where some 300 people sat
and listened to Professor Langton AO giving the keynote address.

Foyer ceiling simulates the canopy
of a gum tree forest

Professor Eleanor Bourke AM Uncle Kevin Coombs OAM

YOORROOK TRUTH & JUSTICE COMMISSION OPEN DAY

Jack Aghion 
and Aunty Marcia
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COURAGE TO CARE UPDATE
BEWARE OF GREEKS BEARING GIFTS!
The Courage to Care team showed how capable they are, continuing to run school 
incursions all over Victoria while CEO Mike was off enjoying a break in the Greek islands.
While Mike was away, he visited a number of sites linking his Greek heritage to his involvement with
the Jewish community and Holocaust history. Below are some images from Athens, Rhodes and
Thessaloniki.

SCHOOL INCURSIONS CONTINUE
We are on track to reach over 13,000 student this year which will be the most ever! Our amazing
volunteers are spending a week in Mildura reaching nearly 700 students.

Holocaust Memorial, Athens

Jewish Museum & Memorial, Rhodes

Dinner in Mildura.
Thessaloniki Memorial and Museum

Mike Zervos, CEO
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Click HERE to see the B'nai B'rith calendar which includes all B'nai B'rith and Unit Events and Jewish Holidays.
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MML Kulture Club Dinner
at Mandoline 

on July 22.

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/3c780e2a004146f09c3d36be66bf55e7@bbvic.org.au/cf24976e9aa741758c035b8206b5c68b11301385301822868833/calendar.html
https://tinyurl.com/yc7cep35

