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Although darkness came over B’nai B’rith from October the 7th on, with many of our efforts now
being aimed at fundraising and supporting Israel, much was achieved throughout the year. Units
undertook a wide range of activities, including the creation of a new mega-Unit of Melbourne Lodge
through the amalgamation of Units Melbourne-Mitzvah and Wallenberg. The four current Units and
B’nai B’rith’s projects and programs have continued to build social cohesion and strengthen Jewish 

A word from our President

life among members and others who have participated in our events. 

The Fellowship concerts for older people recommenced following the Covid era, the B’nai B’rith Ramblers continued to
walk, and Mitzvah Day enabled us to collaborate with many other organisations to create an annual day of social action.
 
We celebrated our community’s achievers through the Youth Art Competition, the Bernard Lustig scholarships and the
Menorah Awards. We agreed to take on new projects such as the B’nai B’rith Community History project which is
collating documents on the history of Melbourne’s Jewish community. Deborah Glass, the Victorian ombudsman,
presented the annual Human Rights Oration, and the Armchair Society and Speakers Forums enabled informative
speakers to explain their views to some of the largest audiences B’nai B’rith has seen in many years.  

We have also continued to support the BBANZ Israel Commission and its selected charities in Israel and partnered with
Click and Connect which is a program that enables needy pupils in Israeli schools to learn English via videoconferencing.
After October the 7th, a major effort has been made to raise funds for B’nai B’rith Israel and the UIA ‘Victims of Terror’
fund, as well as other organisations that continue to assist the Israeli population during this time of war. 

I thank our CEO, Ellana Aarons, and Joey and Chana for their dedicated support to the organisation. The Executive, the
VBBC and above all, you the members, have all helped in different ways to make 2023 a very successful year in terms of
our activities and events. For now, we must keep strong and pray that we can return to more normal times in 2024.  

Peter Schattner
President, B’nai B’rith Victoria



B'nai B'rith helps to strengthen Jewish life in Victoria, reinforcing the
community’s sense of identity, and reflecting its shared humanitarian
principles, cultural heritage and legacy of innovation.

Leaving a bequest in your Will is a powerful way to create a lasting
legacy. Whether large or small, your bequest will ensure B'nai B'rith
can continue to serve your community.

Strengthening Jewish Life

Impact through social connection

Impact through projects and programs

WILLS & 
BEQUESTS

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A GIFT 
IN YOUR WILL TO ENSURE THE FUTURE OF B’NAI
B’RITH IS VIBRANT, BRIGHT AND SUSTAINABLE

Testimonial for B'nai B'rith 
"B'nai B'rith has been an amazing source of friendship and has
allowed me to make significant contributions to the Jewish and

wider communities of Victoria. It has enriched my life in countless
ways and is an honor for me to give back through a legacy gift to

secure its future."

Contact Ellana Aarons to discuss your options on 9523 0888

Guarantee a vibrant, sustainable
future for B'nai B'rith

B'nai B'rith Victoria Inc ABN 97 649 259 009



On one hand, this year can perhaps best be described as a year of paradox, a year where we have been asked to hold two conflicting
and opposing perspectives as both true. On the one hand we have been able to take a strong stand about right and wrong, good and
evil. Frustratingly, though, who is good and who is evil appears to be in question – for the vast majority of Jewish people this is clear;
for those who understand Hamas and terrorism, this is also clear, but for others, who are anti-Zionist and antisemitic there is far less
clarity. We must hold onto the hope that Israel will prevail, that hostages will return home and that some semblance of normality will
return to all Israelis and that some version of peace can resume.

As we reflect on the whole year, we must celebrate our achievements – celebrate how, as an organisation we have come together,
supported each other and continued to lay the groundwork for the future. Celebrate the lives enriched and strengthened by our work –
not only the lives of you, the B’nai B’rith members, the heart and soul of this organisation, but also, the young artists in the Youth Art
Competition, the VCE students supported by Making a Difference Bursaries, the recipients of all of your generous donations just to
name a few.

This year has seen us donate in the vicinity of $100,000 collectively to a diverse set of charities and calls for action; your collective
efforts are inspiring. Below is a list of highlights from this year: 

Thank you to Abe and Vera Dorevitch for their generous bequest this year and Madeleine Zafir last year. 
The new website was launched – this was a project for the whole of Australia New Zealand. Together BBANZ, BBNSW, BBNZ
and BB Victoria have built a contemporary website, with improved functionality. This, of course, was not without some hiccups,
but hopefully you are now used to this new technology.
A highly successful partnership with the Lamm Library and Beth Weizmann in hosting Ron James Armchair Society throughout
2023 which saw Ron attracting fantastic, high calibre guest speakers, week after week.

In compiling the 2023 year in review, it feels that we need to talk in two parts – before and after 7 October,
with much of the before feeling like forever ago, with the time since moving in slow motion.

As a community and as a People we have rallied and become stronger despite the abandonment of many
with whom we have stood side by side in their times of crisis. 

Not a day goes by without a piece of sad news but also an uplifting story. This constant state of flux is
confusing, yet probably the only thing that is keeping us taking one more step each day. The past few
months have challenged us all, our resolve, our unity, our hope – Hatikvah – is what has kept us all going.

2023 B'nai B'rith Victoria Highlights from CEO Ellana Aarons



A packed house at the Melbourne Holocaust Museum saw Victorian Ombudsman Deborah Glass OBE deliver the 2023 Human
Rights Oration. Thank you to Chair, Faye Haskin Dubrowin OAM and her committee.
The First Nations Reconciliation Project events, under the chairmanship of Jack Agion, which delivered key partnerships with other
community organisations focused on the Jewish community’s efforts, understanding, engagement and support of First Nations
Reconciliation
Finally, donations to some of the B’nai B’rith projects are tax deductible. With the unbelievable support of Arnold Block Leibler under
the supervision of Joey Borensztajn two new entities have been established:

the B’nai B’rith Victoria Scholarship Fund – facilitating donations to Making a Difference and the Bernard J Lustig Memorial
Scholarship – and more recently 
the B’nai B’rith Victoria Cultural Fund – facilitating donations to the Art Competition amongst other Cultural/Arts activities

2023 saw B’nai B’rith taking over the running of Mitzvah Day. Our involvement together with the existing committee saw a 30%
increase in the number of projects registered and we look forward to continuing to grow this fantastic initiative.
A wonderful Mitzvah Day supported by many B’nai B’rith initiatives and capped off by a heartwarming Menorah Awards ceremony.
Thank you to outgoing Chair Evelyn Flitman and the Menorah Awards committee
A partnership with The Social Blueprint saw us venture into providing some key information and key starting points for the
community’s Journey of Care for the Ageing.
Under the leadership of Rebecca Forgasz, the Lustig Scholarship Trustees hosted its inaugural alumni event.
Commenced work in partnership with the other organisations on a Community History project, overseen by Helen Gardner, aimed at
creating a comprehensive listing of all community organisation’s historical records
Yet another wonderful and successful Youth Art Competition, Chaired by Mark Rubinstein, which saw more than 200 artworks on
display
This year saw the merging of Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge with the Raoul Wallenberg Unit, thereby reinstituting the Melbourne Lodge.
Importantly, this is a true merge, with all projects and activities previously run by each of these Units continuing – Making a
Difference, Yad Vashem Study Grants and Raoul Wallenberg Day will all continue in addition to the many and varied events and
outings for which both of these units were previously known.
Gesher Rabin Unit continued to offer its weekly exercise class, fortnightly get-togethers, as well as a wonderful Trivia Night, Comedy
Debate and more.
Hatikvah’s continued strength in keeping those on the other side of the Yarra connected is inspiring and of course they continued
work in delivering Calico dolls to the Royal Children’s Hospital.
Akiba continued to focus on keeping its inquisitive members engaged, informed and connected through book clubs, guest speakers
and social functions.



Whilst we have sadly farewelled a number of members, as recognised at this year’s Memorial Service, we have also welcomed many
new members whom we hope are receiving the benefits of being part of this wonderful community.

If you wish to be more involved, do not hesitate to reach out to your Unit executives or the B’nai B’rith office to find out how.

In the following pages we have included some photos which represent the many wonderful memories of B’nai B’rith Victoria’s year.

We thank all of our wonderful volunteers, too many to name, who work so hard to create events, functions, fundraisers and outings that
keep you all busy, engaged and interested.

B’nai B’rith is more than an organisation, it is a connection to people and community. Preceding my report you would have seen a
bequest brochure for your consideration.  I know how much B’nai B’rith means to you and what you have both given to but also received
the benefit from, so please help us ensure the organisation’s future by making a bequest to the organisation in your will. These monies
are being set aside and managed alongside the organisation’s investment portfolio to sustain our future.

So, in a year overshadowed by the events of October 7, we must remain proud of our achievements, fulfilling an important role within
the community of remaining connected, reducing isolation and fostering understanding.

Wishing you all a peaceful break over January, and here’s looking forward to another jam-packed 2024 for us all.

Happy New Year

Ellana Aarons
CEO
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