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For the first sub-theme, lessons will be offered by various external speakers so that delegates from New Zealand, New
South Wales and Victoria will be better able to recommend realistic, modernising strategies for B’nai B’rith. The second
and third sub-themes will emphasise what B’nai B’rith can realistically do at the regional levels. This will not involve
major political efforts as these will be undertaken by our Jewish roof bodies and main Zionist organisations. 

Discussions on combatting antisemitism have too often focused on legal and political dimensions and not enough on
what we can do to strengthen ourselves. Every Jew should be responsible for defining who they are, and what being
Jewish means to them. The promotion of pride in Jewish identity is certainly something that B’nai B’rith in Melbourne,
Sydney and New Zealand can and should regard as core business. 

To some extent, this can be conducted with the ABC of Jewish identity spoken of by the late Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. ‘A’
stands for affective, ‘B’ for behavioural and ‘C’ for cognitive. That is, our identity is largely based on how we feel, act
and think. Knowledge about our religion, history and culture is a major enabler of the ABC of Jewish identity. 
Similarly, support for Israel is not only political or through donations; it also involves ‘connection’, and the same ABC
concept applies. 

The Triennial Convention does not aim to be a talk-fest on what B’nai B’rith should do in the future. Instead, it intends to
create a broad but practical program of B’nai B’rith strengthening the ABC of Jewish identity, and through that, working
against antisemitism and for Israel. 

You can register for the Convention by 
clicking here. 

Message from the President... on the B’nai B’rith Triennial Convention
The general theme for the Convention, which will be held in Canberra’s ACT Jewish
Community Centre from Friday 29 August till mid-day on Monday 1 September, is 
‘B’nai B’rith: Into the Future’. 
The sub-themes are:
1)     Modernising and strengthening B’nai B’rith in the region
2)     B’nai B’rith’s role in combatting antisemitism, and
3)     B’nai B’rith’s role in supporting Israel. 
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Peter Schattner, President
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ACT Jewish Community Centre

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/nsw/triennial-convention-2025/
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Benny Monheit
President, BBANZ

I also value the lifelong friendships we have made through our Unit. What are your highlights? The sale of
the Lodge Home in Hotham Street was the low point, but it forced us to move with the times financially and
administratively.

Jews form only 0.2% of the world population. That we have survived to the present time is almost a miracle.
How we have done that is open to debate, but having a moral and practical code for living in society with our
Torah is a big factor. 

B’nai B’rith also learnt to adapt and survive. We are seeing ongoing changes in both Victoria and NSW in
membership policies and the role of Units and their interaction with the office. I think we will also succeed in
developing closer links with BB Israel and their team, led by Manny Cohen, as they have expressed
eagerness to do so.

I will be finishing my three year role as President of B’nai B’rith Australia/New Zealand in August 2025 when
Janine Zimbler from Sydney will take over at our Canberra Convention. Thank you for your support during
the years. I enjoyed my term but will be glad to retire and hand over to Janine and her new team to continue
our ongoing journey in B’nai B’rith. 

Eighty Years
The celebration of the 80 year anniversary of B’nai B’rith Victoria on May 20th at Beth
Weizmann was a joyful event. Thank you Ellana, Chana and Joey for pulling it all
together. The booklet Peter Schattner produced for the event highlighted the main
activities during that time. Denise and I just missed out on getting the 50 year
membership medal as we have been members for only 44 years. The key events for me
during that time was the formation and growth of the B’nai B’rith Anti Defamation
Commission, and Courage to Care and more recently Click and Connect. 

Gesher-Rabin Sausages Sizzle at
Bunnings where almost $1900 was 
raised for The Avalon Centre

OUT & ABOUT
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UPCOMING EVENTS - PRIVATE SCREENING
October 8 offers a look at the explosion of antisemitism on college campuses, social media and in the
streets of America beginning the day after the October 7th attack on Israel by Hamas.

Through meticulous investigation, the film also uncovers how over decades, Hamas created
sophisticated networks in America to permeate U.S. institutions and examines the tsunami of online
antisemitism, propaganda, and disinformation unleashed by Iran, China and Russia – with the sole
purpose of dividing American society.
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https://events.humanitix.com/oct8
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INTERGENERATIONAL DEBATE
On Sunday 25 May, more than 85 people gathered for the highly successful Intergenerational Debate.
Initiated by Jules Gaddie, this inspiring event brought together participants of all ages to share
perspectives on issues that affect everyone, such as the impact of AI and social media. The debate
was expertly hosted by Antony Gaddie, joined by his father Jules, who both brought energy and insight
to the discussions.
Guests were also treated to a delicious BBQ spread, prepared by a dedicated team of volunteers: 
Corinne Gaddie, Cera Newhouse, Janet Starr, Alex Starr and John Kohn. Heartfelt thanks go to these
wonderful individuals, along with Jacqui Dinor-Corry and Sandra Farber, whose hard work and
enthusiasm were essential to the success of the event.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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https://events.humanitix.com/music-recital
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B’NAI B’RITH VICTORIA 80 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
On 20 May 2025, over 140 guests gathered to celebrate B’nai B’rith Victoria’s 80th anniversary, honouring
members with over 50 years of service to the organisation. Guests laughed, reminisced, and caught up while
enjoying delicious finger foods and looking through decades of treasured photos. A new magazine featuring
the history of B’nai B’rith Victoria from 1945 – 2025 was presented. Click here to view the magazine. Feel
free to collect one from the office.
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https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/40-Page-Booklet-final-compressed.pdf


11JUNE 2025 • PREVIEW 7



APRIL & MAY 2025 • PREVIEW 7JUNE 2025 • PREVIEW 8

80 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
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80 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
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GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir / Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00 am -  Sunday morning "get-together"  on Zoom

What's on in June:

Mazal Tov to the following members who celebrate their birthday in June: 
Brian Schauer (5 ), Lillian Oblat (8 ), Sarah Jarny (10 ), Lee Silman (15 ), Sandy Kaplan (26 ), th th th th th

Allan Bernhardt (27 )th

Refuah Shleima to Helen Heimann and Sandy Kaplan.

Coming up in July:

11:00am - “GRUing together” Catch up and shmooze with your friends.
Becca Wilkins will speak about “Preventing dementia by natural means”.
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/gru-ing-06-speaker-becca-wilkins

Sunday 15

B’nai B’rith Jewish Youth Art Competition Exhibition in the Glen Eira Town Hall
Gallery

27 June - 20
July

Saturday 28 

11:00am - GRUing together” Catch up and shmooze with your friends.
Lindsay McKenzie: “Running in their memory” - Israel post 7 October
For more information about Gru-ing events, contact Eleanor 

Sunday 20

7:30pm - Popcorn & Pizza Night
Munch on freshly made popcorn while enjoying the comedy movie 'The Frisco
Kid'.Pizza supper to follow.
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/popcorn-pizza-and-movie-night
For more information contact Evelyn 
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Terry Bahat guest speaker

Welcome to new member Vera Klimo!

https://events.humanitix.com/gru-ing-06-speaker-becca-wilkins
https://events.humanitix.com/popcorn-pizza-and-movie-night
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President: Henry Winfield 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Annette Harriott

UNIT AKIBA

What's on in June:
Sunday 1

Coming up in July:

2:30pm - Planning Meeting at the Schattner’s. Please bring a small plate of afternoon
tea to share.

Sunday 20 7:30pm - AGM meeting to be held at the Monheit’s home. Rosa and Peter
Schattner together with Helen Fisher will speak about their travels. Please bring
a small plate for supper.

Happy Birthday to the following members celebrating their birthdays in June: 
Benny Monheit (5th), Tanya Tescher (13th), Mary Klein (18th), Denise Le Bransky (25 ).th

Mazel Tov to Tanya and John Tescher on the birth of their granddaughter Hannah Brichko on 8  May to
delighted parents Lisa and James Brichko.

th

Thursday 17 8:00-9:30pm - Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club
Featuring “Guardian Angel- My Journey from Leftism to Sanity” by Melanie
Phillips, journalist and public commentator. Details on page 20.
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub

Thursday 9 11:00am - Visit to Jewish Museum of Australia Art Exhibition, “Chutzpah,
Spirit, Recollections, Self. Ten artists explore this theme through different
mediums. Tickets $14, book own ticket and RSVP to Miriam. Lunch at own
expense afterwards.
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Sunday 15 7:30pm - Regular meeting to be held at Evi Morawetz’s home. “Behind the Badge”.
Three of our members, Peter Schattner, Henry Winfield and Sue Newman will present
aspects of their lives. Bring a folding chair and a small plate of supper to share.
Enquiries Suzanne.

Thursday 19 Time TBA - Midweek Movie and Lunch at Classic Cinema. Movie details and lunch will
be advised at a later stage. Contact Miriam.

Zvi Civens speaking at
a recent Akiba meeting

Welcome to new members Lynne Sput and Gita & Henry Akerstein!

https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
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President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

HATIKVAH UNIT

What’s on in June:
Sunday 15

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Eitan Froumine
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

What's on in June:
Sunday 8 Morning - Saul will lead a medium walk in Crewswick.  

Wednesday 18 Morning - Fairlie and Dennis will lead a midweek walk from Glen Waverley Station to
Oakleigh Station along the Scotchman's Creek trail.  

9527 6002

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Sunday 22 Morning - Walk leaders’ meeting. Anyone intersted in becoming a walk leader, please
contact Vardit for more information. 

2:00 - 5:00am - Hatikvah Trivia Fundraiser

Wishing the following members a happy birthday!
Iain Messer, Alan Harvey, Sol Benporath

To all those members who are not feeling well, about to have an operation, or recovering from falls or
infections, our thoughts are with you for a speedy recovery.

8:00pm - Regular Meeting at Leo Baeck Centre. Guest speaker: Nafti Vanderhoek on
“The Top 10 Israeli Inventions”.

With Iain Messer as Quizmaster. Venue - Leo Baeck Centre
All funds to Israel
$35 pp which includes 3 raffle tickets and a delicious afternoon tea. Details on the flyer
on page 4.

Sunday 29 

12:30pm - Chanukah in July at Leo Baeck Centre.
Please bring a plate (nut free) to share. 

Coming up in July:
Sunday 27 

Sunday 29 Morning - SOHW walk led by Malcolm along the George Bass coastal walk from
Punchbowl to Kilcunda and back. 
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President: Danielle Schilling
Vice-President: Jules Gaddie
Preview: Dr John Kohn

Past Events:
 * 9 April Regular Meeting: Our speakers were Fairlie Nassau and Sue Wald who told us about their
volunteering work outside BB. Jack Bar-Ness and Anita Bass gave a short talk about Click and Connect.
 We also heard from Peter Schattner and Andrew Markus AO.                                               
 * 6-9 May: Midweek Torquay Trip to RACV Resort was a very successful outing away. 22 members enjoyed
good weather, convivial company, good food, stretched their legs on coastal walks, gossiped and still found
time to play bridge.
 * 14 May Regular Meeting: Our Guest Speaker was Steven Lustig who is involved with “Headspace”,
Australia’s Mental Health Foundation.

New Members:
We are delighted to welcome 2 new members to our Lodge: Freda Heyman and Raissa Nemirovskaia.

Birthday greetings for June:
Fairlie Nassau (4), Andrew Markus AO (5), Adrienne Perch (6), Vivian Weldon (21), David Boymal (20),
Anna Gdanski (22), Margaret Fischer (23), Rebecca Pillai (27), Dr Robert Goldman (30), Brian Schauer,
Jeffrey Shapiro 

Mazel Tov 
* To Ruth Figdor on her 90  birthday!th

* To Roger and Naomi Albert on the arrival of their first 
granddaughter
* To Pamela and Russell Stern on the marriage of their 
granddaughter                                                                                                    
* To Jeff and Frieda Shapiro and Judy Braun on the birth of 
twins to their granddaughter and granddaughter in law
* To Cheryl Gelfand on her grandson’s Bar Mitzvah

We wish Robyn Goldman a complete recovery after being unwell during her stay in Israel. Best wishes to
Rene Super who suffered injuries after a fall.

We sadly note the passing of Vera Unger, Kathy Franks and Alex Lopata.
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What's on in June:
Thursday 5 3:00pm - Executive Meeting

Monday 16 7:30pm - Programming Meeting 

Wednesday 11 7:30pm - Regular Meeting. Guest speaker: Professor Noel Woodford - Department
of Forensic Medicine. Topic: “Are Judges capable of assessing forensic evidence?”

MELBOURNE LODGE NO 1547
Incorporating Raoul Wallenberg Unit & Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge

Sunday 22 3:00 -  5:00pm - Music Recital. $25 p/p. See page 4 for details.
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/music-recital
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7:30pm - Book Club. Featuring “What you are looking for is in the library” by Michiko
Aoyama.

https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/music-recital
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OUT & ABOUT
Gesher Rabin Visit to Cranbourne Gardens

B’nai B’rith Movie Club: Screening of ‘The Correspondent’

Podcasters Rob Harris and Rohan Woolf
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The theme ‘B’nai B’rith into the Future’ reflects our commitment to
supporting Israel, tackling antisemitism, and modernising and
strengthening the B’nai B’rith organisation. The last time the Convention
was held in Canberra was in 2006. It is time we returned! 

The Convention committee has been working very hard to create an
interesting and immersive series of talks, international video
presentations, participation in panel discussions, and discussions on
how to progress the work of our organisation. A talk featuring Mark
Leach, co-founder of the ‘Never Again is Now’ organisation, has been
confirmed. 
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B’NAI B’RITH ANZ CANBERRA CONVENTION

We will have the opportunity to interact and socialise with the Canberra Jewish Community at a Shabbat dinner,
to meet and mingle with our Melbourne, Sydney and New Zealand counterparts at lunches, meet and listen to
the members of the local BBYO group and their parents, and of course the initiation of our new District
President by Dr Benny Monheit at the Gala Dinner on Sunday night. 

There is so much to see and do in Canberra that a weekend doesn’t seem long enough to cover it all. We have
lined up a guided tour of the Australian War Memorial for Friday afternoon that you will see in the registration
form. There is also the winter exhibition at the National Gallery ‘From Cezanne to Giacometti’, guided tours of
Old Parliament House, the Portrait Gallery, and the Australian Institute of Sport. We have provided links to
these sights for your convenience in previous communications so I hope you will be able to take advantage of
some of them, as well as attending the Convention! 

The weekend promises to be entertaining and enlightening. I would encourage you to register ASAP to get the
early bird discount of $225 per person. Register HERE.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Anna Marks or the BBNSW office on
council@bbnsw.org.au

We look forward to seeing you there!                                     2025 BBANZ Triennial Convention Committee
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https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/nsw/triennial-convention-2025/
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/nsw/triennial-convention-2025/
mailto:anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au?subject=
mailto:council@bbnsw.org.au?subject=
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FELLOWSHIP CONCERT
B'nai B'rith Fellowship held its May concert on Monday 26 May at the Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls Club.
Entertainer Brendan Scott, who played piano, sax, guitar & banjo, had many of the 90+ audience participants up
and dancing to all the old numbers. A fun time was had by all.
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OUT & ABOUT Melbourne Lodge Torquay Trip
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/projects/bnai-brith-menorah-awards/


ALKIRA SECONDARY COLLEGE 12  HOLOCAUST CEREMONYTH

Courage to Care Victoria was honoured to once again support Alkira Secondary 
College’s annual Holocaust Remembrance Ceremony, held this year on the significant 
date of May 8th – marking the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day.

Located in Cranbourne, Alkira Secondary College is a diverse and inclusive school community with over 2,000
students from more than 50 cultural backgrounds. The solemn ceremony, now in its 12th year, was led by the
school’s Year 9 to Year 12 student leaders, with the audience comprising Year 9 and 10 students. The event
continues to grow in prominence, serving as a powerful educational opportunity and reminder of the
importance of remembering the atrocities of the Holocaust.

This year’s ceremony also welcomed guests from McKinnon Secondary College, Mount Scopus Memorial
College, and Heritage College – the latter of which is set to hold its own Holocaust Remembrance event,
inspired by Alkira’s longstanding tradition.

The initiative began over a decade ago thanks to the dedication of two teachers, Kristine Wolfe and Nicole
Scott, who were inspired to start the ceremony after participating in the Gandel Holocaust Studies Program for
Australian Educators at Yad Vashem in Israel. Their vision has evolved into a respected and moving annual
event.

A highlight of this year’s ceremony was a heartfelt speech delivered by former Courage to Care Vice Chair,
Les Kausman OAM, who reflected on the enduring legacy of Holocaust education and the profound effect it
has had on students over the years.

Students were deeply moved by a personal testimony from Holocaust survivor Peter Gaspar OAM. His story
of survival and resilience held the audience spellbound, offering a firsthand account of the horrors of the
Holocaust and the strength of the human spirit. Peter’s presence provided a rare and powerful connection to
history that many students will remember for a lifetime.

Courage to Care commended Alkira Secondary College for its commitment to Holocaust education and the
preservation of memory through student engagement, reflection, and leadership. As antisemitism and racism
continue to pose global challenges, initiatives like these serve as a vital reminder of the lessons of history and
the courage it takes to care.
 
CEO Mike Zervos OAM

COURAGE TO CARE UPDATE
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Les Kausman OAM Peter Gaspar OAM
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ARMCHAIR SOCIETY: SERIES 3
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https://events.humanitix.com/as25
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Through the establishment of the B’nai B’rith Future Fund, the interest
earned on bequests received will be distributed via grants to support
programs or projects from within the community.

The inaugural grants have just been announced and will be for
individuals undertaking work to combat antisemitism and
misinformation about Israel, and are now open for submissions (see
below)

It is expected that the once the Future Fund has a balance of more than
$500,000 then a portion of the interest earned will be utilised to assist
in funding B’nai B’rith Victoria, assisting in ensuring its continued
sustainability and viability.

Leaving a bequest in your Will is a powerful way to create a lasting
legacy. Whether large or small, your bequest will ensure B'nai B'rith
can continue to serve your community.

WILLS & BEQUESTS
PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A GIFT 

IN YOUR WILL TO ENSURE THE FUTURE OF B’NAI
B’RITH IS VIBRANT, BRIGHT AND SUSTAINABLE
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Click HERE to see the B'nai B'rith calendar which includes all B'nai B'rith and Unit Events and Jewish Holidays
Compiled and edited by B'nai B'rith Victoria Inc.

Official Publication of B’nai B’rith Victoria Inc.    03 9523 0888    admin@bbvic.org.au    www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria
Vol. 80, June 2025. Approved by Australia Post P/P No. 100000993
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https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/3c780e2a004146f09c3d36be66bf55e7@bbvic.org.au/cf24976e9aa741758c035b8206b5c68b11301385301822868833/calendar.html
https://tinyurl.com/yc7cep35

