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Our community has been experiencing unprecedented levels of anxiety, exclusion and distress
Many have endured a psychological toll with feelings of fear, abandonment and trauma, and 
The profound marginalisation within the Jewish arts community, including the silencing of Jewish voices. 

This made me think deeply about the role that B’nai B’rith can play in supporting those who have been impacted.
Obviously, there are several organisations who undertake a direct political role and many of them are engaged in
presenting a pro-Jewish and pro-Israel viewpoint within the media. There is no need to further saturate this activity with
another voice. 

What we have committed to doing, though, is provide a sense of community for our members and other people who
participate in our activities. This is about strengthening resilience and there are many aspects to this. Although some
will benefit from individual psychological counselling, as a group, we can feel better about ourselves if we know more
about our rich history, culture and religion.

To support the arts sector, B’nai B’rith has partnered with the Centre of Jewish Artists (COJA), opening space during
the Youth Art Competition exhibition in the Glen Eira Gallery for those artists who have been doxxed and cancelled. I
encourage you all to take some time, now that the exhibition is open, to support them. We have also established a
grant program to assist those working to combat antisemitism at the grassroots level (click here for more information). 

The BBANZ Triennial Convention in Canberra from 29 August to 1 September will include a workshop on the role of
B’nai B’rith in supporting its members and also people from within the Jewish community who are increasingly attracted
to our programs and events. You are invited to the Convention and to contribute to this workshop. 

Finally, and not unrelated, we remain steadfast in our support of Israel during these difficult times. At the time of writing,
while a ceasefire is in place, the outcome of the war on Iran’s nuclear and ballistic missile programs remains unclear,
but what is obvious is that once again, our brothers and sisters in Israel are bearing a significant price. BBVic is inviting
you to donate as generously as you can to help B’nai B’rith Israel in its work to provide on-the-ground support to
individuals and families whose homes have been destroyed by the recent missile attacks. Click here for more details.

Please contact me directly at president@bbvic.org.au if you have any further thoughts or suggestions on what B’nai
B’rith can do to assist in combatting antisemitism. 

Message from the President... on the B’nai B’rith’s role in combatting antisemitism

B’nai B’rith Victoria is a member of the Jewish Community Council of Victoria (JCCV) and one of
my responsibilities is to be one of several BBVic representatives to the roof body. I attended the
most recent meeting on the 16  of June which presented JCCV’s study, Turning Point, on the
state of our community since October 7, 2023. There were three speakers who described the
following:
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https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/projects/combatting-antisemitism-grants/
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/campaigns/bnai-brith-israel-appeal-2025/
mailto:president@bbvic.org.au
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Benny Monheit
President, BBANZ

this appeal and hope to be able to send more in the coming days and weeks. I thank you in advance for your
support. All donations go directly to B’nai B’rith in Israel.

Their volunteers are helping people directly affected by the war.

Elise Shazar and Emanuel Cohen (President) from BB Tel Aviv wrote to us:

ISRAEL APPEAL
Dear Members, 

As we hear of Iranian missiles hitting Israel and causing extensive damage we shudder.
We are so far away, so all we can do to help them is pray and support them morally and
financially.

You would have received the email re our Emergency Appeal. Please support this as much
as you can, individually or via your unit. We have already sent $30,000 to Israel towards 

We just wanted to report that we have reconvened our War Cabinet and we begun identifying needs in the
field. Our focus is on families who have lost their homes and possessions as a result of Iranian missile
attacks. We have already approved a donation to buy baby formula, diapers and other baby supplies for
these families. And in the spirit of equality, we've launched our own campaign to recruit funds among our
3200 members.

I hope this information helps in your efforts. Thank you for your steadfast support. It means a lot. 

Thank you so much for considering this Appeal to help our own Brothers and Sisters in Israel. This is their
hour of need.

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/campaigns/bnai-brith-israel-appeal-2025/
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UPCOMING EVENTS - PRIVATE SCREENING - 6 JULY
October 8 offers a look at the explosion of antisemitism on college campuses, social media and in the
streets of America beginning the day after the October 7th attack on Israel by Hamas.

Through meticulous investigation, the film also uncovers how over decades, Hamas created
sophisticated networks in America to permeate U.S. institutions and examines the tsunami of online
antisemitism, propaganda, and disinformation unleashed by Iran, China and Russia – with the sole
purpose of dividing American society.

Jamie Hyams OAM, Director of Public Affairs at AIJAC will join us for an in-depth conversation and a
Q&A on the film and its significance in Australia.
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https://events.humanitix.com/oct8
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ARMCHAIR SOCIETY: SERIES 3
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https://events.humanitix.com/as25
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If you want to  know more about the above projects, please contact Danielle on: danielle@the-schillings.com

TO MAKE A DONATION CLICK HERE (select Israel Commission in the dropdown box)

In Bersheva - Be’er Sova, “a restaurant for the needy” where up to 100 receive a nourishing hot meal for only a
couple shekels.

In Karmiel - a Children’s Village. Ages ranging from toddlers to teenagers fostered by families living in the Village –
where they live until they join the army.

In Sderot - many of its young people are extremely traumatized by rocket attacks. A large number are of Ethiopian
descent and their parents do not have the skills to assist them. The I.C. has furnished and equipped a Community
Centre, where psychological help is provided and where they can safely meet and socialize. 
 

In Jaffo - Jaffa Institute for Higher Education runs a large food distribution centre - distributing hundreds of food
parcels each week, as well as providing after-school tuition and care. Providing shelter and education to children at
risk. Integrated drug prevention program. Schools for young Sudanese migrants assisting with their integration into
Israeli society, as well as integration of Somalians through artistic workshops. Summer camps and Scholarships for
higher education is also provided.
 

In Bet Oved - supporting the Israeli Guide Dog Institute.

Join the largest Jewish bushwalking group in Victoria. 

Enjoy the environment, physical exercise and companionship.

Each month experienced volunteer leaders lead up to four walks at different levels. These are
generally within an hour to 90 minutes drive from Melbourne.

You can pay an annual membership or a fee per walk which includes insurance. 

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
EASY, MEDIUM, HARD WALKS

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au 

A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT B’NAI B’RITH

More information about upcoming
walks on Page 9 or click here to

visit the Ramblers website

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/donate-now/
mailto:enquiries@bbramblers.org.au
https://bbramblers.org.au/
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OUT & ABOUT

New ML member
Raissa Nemirovskaia

Jack Aghion receiving a special pin
commemorating 50 years of
membership to B’nai B’rith

Rabbi Shlomo Nathanson, Rabbi of
Toorak Shule and Co-Founder of

CCare

Zara Cooper and Jennifer Lee of
Digital Defence

Melbourne Lodge guest speaker
Professor Noel Woodford
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GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir / Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00 am -  Sunday morning "get-together"  

What's on in July:

Mazal Tov to Vera Klimo who celebrates her birthday on July 23rd.

Refuah Shleima to Halina Leitch and Sandy Kaplan.

Coming up in August:

11:00am - “GRUing together” Catch up and shmooze with your friends.
Lindsay McKenzie- “Running in their memory: Israel Post 7 October”
For more information about GRU-ing events, contact Eleanor at
ezaprudsky@gmail.com. 

Sunday 20

B’nai B’rith Jewish Youth Art Competition Exhibition in the Glen Eira Town Hall
Gallery. Awards Ceremony: Sunday 20 July, 3pm

27 June - 20
July

11:00am - “GRUing together” Catch up and shmooze with your friends.
Tom Zafir will interview Henry and Leon Nissen.
For more information about GRU-ing events, contact Eleanor Aghion
ezaprudsky@gmail.com.

Sunday 17
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7:30pm - Installation and inauguration of new members. 
Speaker: Dean Schmideg. Dean’s topic will be “Life Through the Looking Lens.”
See ad below. For bookings, click here.

Sunday 10

https://events.humanitix.com/installation-and-agm
mailto:ezaprudsky@gmail.com
mailto:ezaprudsky@gmail.com
https://events.humanitix.com/installation-and-agm


APRIL & MAY 2025 • PREVIEW 12

President: Henry Winfield 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Annette Harriott

UNIT AKIBA

What's on in July:

Thursday 9

Coming up in August:

11:00am - Visit to Jewish Museum of Australia Art Exhibition, “CHUTZPAH: Spirit,
Recollection, Self”. Ten artists explore this theme with different mediums. 
Tickets $14, book own ticket at jewishmuseum.com.au or CLICK HERE 
Lunch at own expense afterwards.

Wednesday 13 10:15am - French Impressionist Exhibition from Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
at National Gallery of Victoria. Over 100 Masterpieces from artists including
Renoir, Degas, Manet, Sisley and more. Book online for 10.15am. RSVP to
Miriam by 11 August

Happy Birthday to the following members celebrating their birthdays in July: 
Brian Luber (1 ), Liz James (8 ), Edna Samuel (11 ), Henry Gladwin (13 ), Henry Akerstein (15 ), Richard
Neumann (19 ), Michael Samuel (24 ), Stephen Joshua (26 ), Pola Blicblau (31 ). 

st th th th th

th th th st

Mazel Tov to Ruth Figdor on the birth of her great grandson in Israel.

Our sincere condolences to Janette Pat and family on the passing of her husband Fred; to Rosa and Fred
Dias Santilhano on the passing of Rosa’s mother Nora Spivak; and to Vivien Freadman and family on the
passing of Vivien’s father Seweryn Tendler. Wishing you long life.

We wish a Refuah Shleima to any members of Unit Akiba who may be unwell at the present time. 
We hope to see you joining us again very soon!

Thursday 17 8:00-9:30pm - Jewish Non-Fiction Book Club
Featuring “Guardian Angel- My Journey from Leftism to Sanity” by Melanie
Phillips, journalist and public commentator. Details on page 20.
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub

Sunday 17 6:00pm - Installation to be held at Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls Club. A light,
Kosher dinner will be served. Jodie Silberthau will provide wonderful
entertainment. Further details to follow.
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Sunday 20 11:30am - AGM to be held at the Monheit’s home. Rosa and Peter Schattner together
with Helen Fisher will speak about their travels. Please contact Denise Monheit on 0402
856 963 to RSVP and discuss what to bring for lunch. 

https://www.jewishmuseum.com.au/event/chutzpah-spirit-recollection-self/
https://www.tiqets.com/en/melbourne-attractions-c60426/tickets-for-national-gallery-of-victoria-2025-french-impressionism-p1114972/?utm_account=154002385&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=710220571&utm_content=1251245526000072&msclkid=29502afec3d914fc99fb42a58db9fff8&utm_term=lg_template%3Aen-US%20venue_id%3A196186
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
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President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

HATIKVAH UNIT

What’s on in July:

Sunday 20

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Eitan Froumine
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

What's on in July:

Sunday 6 Morning - Evelyn will lead a medium walk in Geelong along the Barwon River. Contact:
evelyn@flitman.net.au

Wednesday 16 Morning - Irena will lead an easy midweek walk along Southbank Promenade and
Docklands. Contact: irenablonder@gmail.com 

9527 6002

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Sunday 22 Morning - A SOHW walk either in Mt Buller or One Tree Hill in Olinda. 
Contact Boris: pogosb@bigpond.com 

Wishing the following members a happy birthday!
Ros Huze (1st), Betty Alexander (7th), Jeanette Hain (11th), Edna Samuel (11th), Evelyn Moszkowicz (20th), 
Michael Samuel (24th)

We wish them a healthy and peaceful year.

Our best wishes to Ros Huze and all those members who are unwell. May you have a speedy recovery.

8:00pm - Regular Meeting at Leo Baeck Centre. 
Guest speaker: Susan Cohen who will speak about the plight of women in Afghanistan.
Please bring a small nut-free plate to share for supper.

Sunday 27 

12:30pm - Chanukah in July! Lunch at the home of Henryka and Claude Fromm.
Please bring a plate (nut free) to share. Contact Claude 
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mailto:evelyn@flitman.net.au
mailto:irenablonder@gmail.com
mailto:irenablonder@gmail.com
mailto:pogosb@bigpond.com
mailto:pogosb@bigpond.com


President: Danielle Schilling
Preview: Dr John Kohn
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Past Events:
25 May: Inter-Generational Debate: 
Following on from this very successful function, we now have a very real possibility of attracting a core of
younger people willing to try to form a Youth Group under the umbrella of BBVic. 

11 June: Regular Meeting. Our Guest Speaker was Prof Noel Woodford from the Victorian Institute of
Forensic Medicine. He gave a captivating talk about the workings of his department, leaving the audience in
awe of his profound knowledge and insightful perspectives.  

Birthday greetings for July:
Alan Suss (1st), Rabbi Steven Link (1st), Charles New (3rd), Alex Starr (5th), Bev Sutton (7th), Robert
Goldsmith (10th), Dr S Slonim (11th), Tony Weldon (11th), Jack Librach (12th), Peter Gaspar (14th), 
Ben Hirsh (25th), Mel Barnett (25th), Editta Matessi (31st).  

Mazel Tov 
* To Ruth Figdor on the birth of a great grandson in Israel.
* Beryl Sandler - a great grand child
* Commissioner Jennifer Huppert honoured with an OAM for services to multicultural affairs.
* Jack Aghion - Danielle presented Jack with a pin for 50 years of loyal services to B’nai B’rith.                             

Sadly, Bette Pulver has had medical issues and is in Cabrini but her condition is improving.

What's on in July:

Monday 7

7:30pm - Programming Meeting at Cera Newhouse - 

Wednesday 9 2:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann. Please note this is an afternoon
meeting. Guest speaker: Vicki Kaplan on “How one can make a difference by
volunteering in the IDF”. Vicki is the daughter of Rena Komesaroff.

MELBOURNE LODGE NO 1547
Incorporating Raoul Wallenberg Unit & Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge

Thursday 10 2:00pm - Super Games Afternoon at Beth Weizmann. $10 p/p. See page 13 for
details. Bookings: Danielle Schilling 
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2:30pm - Fellowship Concert with Soprano Dr Elizabeth Finkel AM, Baritone Prof
David Copolov AO & Classical Pianist Alan Kogosowski. Contact Deirdre 

Tuesday 15 Kulture Club Dinner

Monday 21 Book Club at Janice Huppert’s home, featuring “The Granddaughter” by Bernard
Shlink
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CLICK HERE
TO VIEW THE

ART
CATALOGUE
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https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/events/jewish-youth-art-competition-exhibition/
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-Art-Comp-Catalogue-compressed.pdf
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-Art-Comp-Catalogue-compressed.pdf
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-Art-Comp-Catalogue-compressed.pdf
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-Art-Comp-Catalogue-compressed.pdf
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B’NAI B’RITH ANZ CANBERRA CONVENTION
The weekend promises to be entertaining and enlightening. You are encouraged to
register ASAP to get the early bird discount of $225 per person. Register HERE.

Guests and contributors include Mike Kelly, Mark Leach, Tahli Blicblau,
international guests via video, BBYO and more. Click here for the full program

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Anna Marks or the BBNSW
office on council@bbnsw.org.au

We look forward to seeing you there!                                     
2025 BBANZ Triennial Convention Committee
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CLICK HERE FOR THE
FULL PROGRAM

CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/nsw/triennial-convention-2025/
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/nsw/triennial-convention-2025/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FxuOM3PvdJBO4ZL5sVuSB6nm2BpfpXgS/view
mailto:anna.marks@bbnsw.org.au?subject=
mailto:council@bbnsw.org.au?subject=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FxuOM3PvdJBO4ZL5sVuSB6nm2BpfpXgS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FxuOM3PvdJBO4ZL5sVuSB6nm2BpfpXgS/view
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/nsw/triennial-convention-2025/
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/nsw/triennial-convention-2025/
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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CLICK HERE TO
BOOK

https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976


IN LOVING MEMORY OF JUDY GLICK: 
CHAIR OF B'NAI B’RITH COURAGE TO CARE 
 
It

Marketing and Fundraising team. She joined the Committee of Management at our 2019 AGM, was elected Vice
Chair in 2020, and then Chair in 2022, succeeding Dr Tony Weldon OAM FRACP who had served in the role for
17 years.

Judy helped guide our organisation through some of its most challenging and transformative years, including
COVID-19, and subsequent period during which our impact tripled in size. She was instrumental in helping us
navigate difficult times following October 7, always leading with calm, compassion and unwavering commitment.

What many may not know—because Judy was so modest—is just how deeply she cared. She never sought the
spotlight, always putting Courage to Care first. 

Judy made our organisation better. She made our society better—through our growing impact in schools and
communities across Australia. And, by her example, she made us better people.

Judy was admired and respected by all who had the privilege of working alongside her, and we extend our
sympathy to her husband Leslie, children Jeremy and Lydia and her grandchildren whom she adored.

Her loss is hard to comprehend. But as we try to make sense of it, we hold tight to the saying: ‘May her memory
be a blessing’.

Judy’s memory is a blessing—one that will live on through every Upstander we inspire, every young person we
reach, and every moment we strive to do good in the world.
 
CEO Mike Zervos OAM
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COURAGE TO CARE UPDATE
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It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of our Chair, Judy
Glick. We express our deepest sorrow at this heartbreaking loss. Judy was
not only our Chair but also the inaugural Chair of our national entity,
Courage to Care Australia Ltd, a role she accepted with humility and
dedication in late 2023.

Judy joined Courage to Care as a volunteer in March 2019 and immediately
offered her expertise in fundraising development. Her passion was evident
from day one, and it wasn’t long before she became an integral part of our 
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Click HERE to see the B'nai B'rith calendar which includes all B'nai B'rith and Unit Events and Jewish Holidays
Compiled and edited by B'nai B'rith Victoria Inc.
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https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/projects/bnai-brith-menorah-awards/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/3c780e2a004146f09c3d36be66bf55e7@bbvic.org.au/cf24976e9aa741758c035b8206b5c68b11301385301822868833/calendar.html
https://tinyurl.com/yc7cep35

