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malign malaise, of uncertainty, and of fear for its Jewish citizens.”

The Comprehensive Action Plan to Combat Antisemitism by the government appointed Special Envoy to
Combat Antisemitism, Jillian Segal AO, was welcomed in July by ECAJ President Daniel Aghion as “a very well-
considered plan and fully aligned with the ECAJ’s thinking and our community‘s expectations.” Within days of its
release, it was subject to a campaign of misinformation and its recommendations seem to have been sidelined,
with limited action so far.

The situation is dire, but we should not lose track of the reality that while the small number of activists on the far
left and the far right win much attention in the media, they do not speak for the majority of our fellow Australians. 

This month’s Resolve Political Monitor poll, published in The Age, asked for views on the recognition of a
Palestinian state. It found that only 24% support recognising a Palestinian state without preconditions, while a
much larger proportion, 44% of Australians, oppose now recognising a Palestinian state under any conditions
and 32% support only on the condition that Hamas is first removed from power.

The authoritative Scanlon Foundation social cohesion survey, which has been conducted annually since 2009,
asks respondents for their attitude to different faith groups. It comes as a surprise that a higher proportion of
Australians are negative towards Christians than towards Jews. 

In the most recent survey that has been published, conducted in July 2024, 13% were negative towards Hindus,
13% negative towards Jews, 19% negative towards Christians, and a much higher 34% negative towards
Muslims.

But in a finding that should concern government, negative attitude to most faith groups has increased – and
indicators of social cohesion are below the long-term average, down from the Index score of 89 in 2020, when
Australians united to defeat the crisis posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, to 78 in 2024.

Message from the Vice President: What is the balance of opinion?
There is justifiably a high level of concern at the level of antisemitism in Australia within our
B’nai B’rith community – and support for our initiative, within our limited capacity, to provide
funding for two projects which aim to confront this threat.

Indicative of the current mood, this week Rabbi Ralph Genende, writing in the Israeli
newspaper Haaretz, commented that “the proud multiculturalism has become a place of

Andrew Markus AO, Vice-President

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER
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The evidence indicates that we need to use the strength of our Judaism that we have from over 3000 years of
Jewish survival. Many of our friends have abandoned us on the world stage, but we have each other and we
have Israel. We can get through this phase. B’nai B’rith can help in many different ways but the main way now
our communal leaders feel is to support the Jewish community in Australia in as many ways as possible. This
can be via collaborating on social, educational and cultural functions to show we are strong and proud.
Supporting the people of Israel is also part of our motto. We have adopted this approach in B’nai B’rith and
have seen a gratifying increase in member participation and non-members turning up to our functions. 

At the Triennial Convention in Canberra we will be looking at how we can continue to adapt to changing social
and political circumstances.

The Convention also marks the end of my three-year term of office as President of BBANZ. I will be handing
over to the very capable Janine Zimbler from Sydney. I want to thank the members of my Board. It has been a
very positive experience for me and a great honour.

With New Year and Yom Kippur fast approaching I thank you for your support and wish you Shana Tova and
well over the Fast.

Benny Monheit
President, BBANZ

OUR EMBATTLED WAY OF LIFE
Viktor Frankl the psychotherapist who survived Auschwitz famously wrote that our lives
are determined not by what happens to us, but how we respond to what happens. He
taught us that this response depends on how we interpret events. So with the world
increasingly in turmoil (eg. wars in Ukraine and Gaza, America under Trump, Australia
with its left wing government and with rising antisemitism), how should we interpret this
almost daily devastating news cycle? This situation is surely a worldwide battle of
theocracy and totalitarianism versus our fragile social democratic way of life.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

WWW.TRYBOOKING.COM/DCKFG

B’NAI B’RITH LEARNING EXCHANGE

https://events.humanitix.com/fitness-class
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/DCKFG
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UPCOMING EVENTS

https://events.humanitix.com/the-roses
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**LAST SESSION OF SERIES 3: SEPTEMBER 2 - RABBI ZACH GOMO**

B’NAI B’RITH ARMCHAIR SOCIETY

https://events.humanitix.com/as25
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UPCOMING EVENTS

https://events.humanitix.com/comedy-debate-2025
https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/events/fellowship-concert/
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2025 • PREVIEW 7

CLICK HERE 
TO BOOK

NOW A MONTHLY EVENT - DON’T MISS OUT!

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
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GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir / Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00 am -  Sunday morning "get-together"  

What's on in September:

Mazal Tov to the following members who celebrate their birthday in September: 
Irene Kirschner (7 ), Sandra Salkinder (15 ), Lee Hirsh (24 )th th th

Mazal Tov to the following members who celebrate their birthday in October:
Stephen Schmideg (1 ), Jock Orkin (6 ), Steve Moskowtiz (8 ), Judith Pinto (13 ), Phil Lipshut (29 )st th th th th

Mazal Tov to Evelyn and Malcolm Flitman on the birth of their grandson Theo Jude Flit Gavrilis

Refuah Shleima to Rose Nash

Shana Tova to all our members!

What’s on in October:

11:00am - “GRUing together” Catch up and shmooze with your friends.
Tom Zafir will interview Henry and Leon Nissen. 
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/gru-ing08 
For more information about GRU-ing events, contact Eleanor.

Sunday 21

2:00 - 5:00pm - Annual Trivia Event. Bookings: https://tinyurl.com/grutrivia2024 
To make up a table of 8, please contact Karin to let us know who is on your table.

Sunday 12
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7:30pm - Comedy Debate
Topic: “Cooking is a Waste of Time”
Teams: GRU vs. Maccabi Toastmasters
For bookings, please use the link https://events.humanitix.com/comedy-debate-2025
For more information, please contact Sue 

Saturday 6

https://events.humanitix.com/gru-ing08
https://events.humanitix.com/gru-ing08
https://tinyurl.com/grutrivia2024
https://events.humanitix.com/comedy-debate-2025
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President: Henry Winfield 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Kath Kolb

UNIT AKIBA

What's on in September:

What’s on in October:

Saturday 11

Sunday 7 3:45pm - B’nai Brith Movie Club at the Classic Cinema, featuring “The Roses”.
See flyer on page 4 for more details.

Happy Birthday to the following members celebrating their
birthdays in September: 

Kath Kolb (3rd), Peter Morris (5th), Janette Pat (29th)

Happy Birthday to the birthdays in October: 

Rosa Schattner (1st), Jim Cyngler (3rd), 
Fred Dias Santilhano (10th) 

Saturday 14 7:00pm - Ten Pin Bowling at Southland Bowling, followed by supper at Pancake
Parlour. Please RSVP to Kath.
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6:00pm - Dinner and 8pm CLOC Theatre show “& Juliet” at the National Theatre St
Kilda. Purchase own ticket online. Let Henry if you are coming for dinner.

Sunday 19 7:30pm - Regular Meeting at the Rubinstein home. Guest Speaker will be Lynne Sput,
speaking on “The Story of the Silver Cup: A Tale of Mystery, Legacy and Discovery”.
Please bring a folding chair and a small plate of food for supper as per schedule.

Save these dates in November:

Monday 3 9:10am train; 11:00am Gallery - Geelong Art Gallery to see Archibald prize. Buy own
tickets through website - group booking is 11am. Train leaves Southern Cross at
9.10am. RSVP to Miriam by 27/10/25.

Tuesday 4 1:00pm - Melbourne Cup Day Picnic at Allnutt Park, McKinnon. Bring food, chairs,
drinks and friends.

Sunday 16 7:30pm - Regular Meeting JCEP. We will show the film “Rosenstrasse” This is a film
about the protests of the non-Jewish wives of Jewish men who were interned during the
war. Venue and booking - Miriam 

Tuesday 18 12:30pm - Midweek Matters. Chat and Chew at the Glasshouse. RSVP to Miriam 

Visit to the French Impressionist NGV Exhibition
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President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

HATIKVAH UNIT

No activities in September due to the High Holidays

Sunday 5

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Eitan Froumine
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

What's on in September:
Sunday 7 Morning - Edna will lead a medium walk.

Wednesday 17 Morning - Midweek walk led by Fairlie and Dennis.  

9527 6002

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Sunday 28 Morning - A hard walk led by Vardit and Ron in Sherbrooke Forest, East and West loops

The following members will celebrate their birthdays during the coming months:

Kris Barit (10/9), Leah Black (22/9), Sam Lew (22/9), Sabina Brzezinski (27/9), Marilyn Arnheim (17/10),
Sylvia Lew (24/10). We wish them all a year of peace, health and happiness! 

Mazel Tov to Sylvia and Sam Lew on the recent birth of a granddaughter Sora Leah in New York. May she
bring nachas and joy to her parents Tania and Yitzchak, her grandparents and extended family.

Daylesford Trip - All welcome
Central accommodation, possibly at the Royal Daylesford Hotel.
For more details, please contact Yvonne.

Sunday 19 -
Tuesday 21

9:30 - 11:30am - Calico Dolls
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What’s on in October:

2:00 - 5:00pm - Games Afternoon (Table tennis, bowls and board games)
Applewood Retirement Village in their Activities Room - 15 Station St, Doncaster.
Please bring a small plate to share for afternoon tea.

Sunday 26

What’s on in October:
Sunday 5 Morning - Irena will lead a medium walk. 

Wednesday 22 Morning - Midweek walk from Bayswater along the Dandenong Creek trail led by
Sydney. 

Sunday 26 Morning - A hard walk led by by Stan. 



President: Danielle Schilling
Preview: Dr John Kohn
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Past Events:
Wed 13 Aug: Regular Meeting with guest speaker Sue Hampel OAM. Sue is a historian 
of Jewish Studies at Monash University and also Co-President of the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre. The event was a very well attended, interesting talk, highlighting the history of the 
Jews in Poland from the Middle Ages onward. Currently the Official Polish view is that only 
the Germans were responsible for the misfortune of the Jews in the War, not the Poles. 
Any view to the contrary is punishable as a crime. Sue recently took part in the March of 
the Living in company with 7 Australian politicians (Liberals and Nationals but no Labour). 
       
Birthday Greetings for September:
David Mushin (1st), Sima Garfield (1st), John Eisner (2nd), Janet Starr (3rd), Dennis Nassau (5th), 
Ian Meltzer (6th), Miriam Bergman (12th), Steven Klein (12th), Faye Haskin Dubrowin (13th), Kathy Deutsch (14th),
Irene Bud (14th), Sidney Travitz (19th), Leah Black (22nd), Esther Zbar (22nd), Freida Shapiro (22nd), Naomi
Barnett (24th), Lucy Gould (25th), Walter Rapoport (29th), Michael Cohen, Barry Novy, Theo Waisberg. 

Birthday Greetings for October: 
Robert Wald (1st), Martha Vandehoek (1st), Robert Alberts (6th), Tania Tobias (8th), Susan Wald (12th), 
Bette Pulver (14th), Helen Gardner (19th), Naomi Potash (19th), Cera Newhouse (20th), Doris Klein (23rd), 
Harry Newhouse (31st).

Mazel Tov to Ruth Figdor who has had another great grandson born in Israel.

Welfare of Members: Sima Garfield has been unwell and is recovering from a mild stroke. We wish her a speedy
recovery.

What's on in September:

Thursday 4 7:30pm - Programming Meeting at Janet and Alex’s home. (Please note this is on
Thursday and not the usual Tuesday).

Wednesday 10 7:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann. Guest Speaker Rabbi Shlomo
Nathanson from C Care.

MELBOURNE LODGE NO 1547
Incorporating Raoul Wallenberg Unit & Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge
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Thursday 18 2:00pm - Super Games Afternoon. See flyer on page 7.
Bookings: Danielle 

Monday 15 Book Club at Gilah’s home, featuring “Orbital”.

Please note that there will not be an Executive meeting in September.

Whats on in October:

Sunday 5 Installation - an afternoon function at Beth Weizmann. Details to come.

Tuesday 14 7:30pm - Programming Meeting. Venue TBA.

Thursday 16 3:00pm - Executive meeting at Beth Weizmann

Please note that there will not be a Regular meeting in October.

Monday 20 Silo Tour Excursion. This is fully booked.
Book Club: “Speak To Me Of Home” by Jeanine Cummins. At Pearl’s home.

Thursday 9 2:00pm - Super Games Afternoon. Bookings: Danielle 
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In July our Committee of Management appointed Sabrina (Sabi) Chakman as our new 
Chair of B’nai B’rith Courage to Care Vic. This follows the sad loss of our Chair, Judy Glick.
Sabi joined Courage to Care as a volunteer in January 2019 and will be a very 
familiar face to many of you. Sabi is a volunteer facilitator, Custodian Speaker 
(sharing her father’s story), Chair of our Education Sub-Committee and member of 
our Committee of Management. When Sabi retired from teaching seeking an 
opportunity to keep up her skills, she never imagined that volunteering at Courage 
to Care would be the best job she’d ever had!  Sabi is honoured and grateful to play 
her part in building social cohesion in the communities we reach. Sabi will continue 
to be supported by our fabulous Vice Chair Kerryn Lowe. When she is not 
volunteering Sabi is a devoted grandmother and loves to read and travel. We have 
no doubt that Sabi will continue on with Judy's wonderful stewardship of Courage to Care and bring her own
unique ideas and perspectives.

MORE SCHOOLS! 
We never tire of images of volunteers 
attending another school. Here we are 
at Frankston High School.

ARMCHAIR SOCIETY
We are looking forward to sharing the Courage to Care story and activities at the December 9  Armchair Society
session. These are so well attended and it is a real honour.

th

CEO Mike Zervos OAM

COURAGE TO CARE UPDATE

https://events.humanitix.com/mawards
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Classic Cinemas, Elsternwick
Sun 19 Oct – Wed 26 Nov

We are pleased to support the Jewish International Film Festival this year. 
Click on the image below to visit their website.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

http://www.jiff.com.au/
https://tinyurl.com/grutrivia2025
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Through the establishment of the B’nai B’rith Future Fund, the interest earned on bequests
received will be distributed via grants to support programs or projects from within the
community.

The inaugural grants announced last month supported two individuals undertaking important
work to combat antisemitism and misinformation about Israel. 

Leaving a bequest in your Will is a powerful way to create a lasting legacy. Whether large or
small, your bequest will ensure B'nai B'rith can continue to serve your community.

Impact through social connection
Impact through projects and programs

WILLS & BEQUESTS
PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL TO ENSURE THE 
FUTURE OF B’NAI B’RITH IS VIBRANT, BRIGHT AND SUSTAINABLE

As we enter the New Year, we reflect on the values that bind us and the strength we receive from being part
of the B’nai B’rith Community.

If you have capacity, please consider making a Rosh Hashana donation to B’nai B’rith Victoria. 
Your support ensures we can continue bringing thought-provoking speakers, important conversations and
connection to our community.

 "כל ישראל ערבים זה בזה"
“All of Israel is responsible for one another.”

Thank you for helping us grow together in 5786.

Scan the QR code to make a donation or visit our website at www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria. 
You can also contact our office on 9523 0888. 

Shana Tova to you and your family!

B’nai B’rith Victoria

New Year Donation to B’nai B’rith

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT B’NAI B’RITH - NOW AND BEYOND
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OCTOBER 7 COMMEMORATION
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Shana Tova from
B’nai B’rith! 
Wishing you and your
family a happy and
healthy new year.
May the new year
bring peace and
safety in Israel.
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https://events.humanitix.com/enjoy25
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FELLOWSHIP CONCERT
B’nai B’rith Fellowship held its July concert at the Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls Club to a sell-out
audience. They sang along with baritone, Prof David Copolov AO to Broadway & Al Jolsen numbers.
He was accompanied by renowned classical pianist, Alan Kogosowski. Alan also played several pieces
by Chopin which had the audience enthralled.
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GESHER RABIN INSTALLATION

ARMCHAIR SOCIETY 

Robert Gregory

Josh Piterman
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Click HERE to see the B'nai B'rith calendar which includes all B'nai B'rith and Unit Events and Jewish Holidays
Compiled and edited by B'nai B'rith Victoria Inc.

Official Publication of B’nai B’rith Victoria Inc.    03 9523 0888    admin@bbvic.org.au    www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria
Vol. 83, September & October 2025. Approved by Australia Post P/P No. 100000993
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OCTOBER 2025

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/3c780e2a004146f09c3d36be66bf55e7@bbvic.org.au/cf24976e9aa741758c035b8206b5c68b11301385301822868833/calendar.html
https://tinyurl.com/yc7cep35

