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improved environment. This recovery takes place in the face of widespread ostracism by nations that could and
should have provided a more sympathetic public stand. The constant criticism functioned as an enabler of
unhinged anti-Zionism amongst certain groups which spilled over into Jew-hatred. The feelings of anxiety and
concern about safety among Jewish communities in many countries, including Australia, led many Jews to ask:
‘How can we combat antisemitism?’

However, this is not the right question as antisemitism is not the fault of the Jews. It is the fault of the
antisemites. But it is in our power to strengthen our own resolve against hate by improving our resilience, and
that is what we must do. 

B’nai B’rith does not dwell on the hundreds if not thousands of years of Jews being the perennial victims. Rather,
we fortify our resilience by celebrating our traditions, religion and history. B’nai B’rith’s projects and programs do
this, as does our fostering of social connections between us. 

B’nai B’rith as an organisation is also going through a period of challenge, although this is trivial compared to the
travails of Israel. Our CEO, Ellana Aarons, will be stepping down at the end of November, after a five year
transformational contribution, and Chana Mishulovin, our administrative assistant who contributed so much to
our improved communication, will be leaving soon after. They have both achieved a great deal in the several
years that they have been with us, and I thank them for all they have done and wish them well in the future. 

B’nai B’rith will be resilient. We will get through this transition and will continue to fulfill an important need in
Melbourne.

So, whether it be Israel, Jewish communities everywhere or B’nai B’rith here, the common solution is –
resilience. 

Am Yisrael Chai. 

Message from the President: The need for resilience
There are a number of events in very recent times that make me think about resilience. First
and foremost this involves Israel, especially now that there is a tentative ceasefire for the
October 7 Israel-Hamas war. Israel faces a prolonged period of healing, none more so than
for the many of hostages and Israeli soldiers who have suffered physical and psychological
trauma. Nevertheless, Israel is in a stronger military position than it was two years ago, and
hopefully, if the ceasefire lasts, Israel is very likely to recover and indeed thrive within an

Peter Schattner, President

NOVEMBER



APRIL & MAY 2025 • PREVIEW 2NOVEMBER 2025 • PREVIEW 2

To those who I met at our 2025 Convention, ‘hello again’, it was a pleasure to meet you in person. To those
whom I have yet still to meet in person or will only connect with via these written briefings, I look forward to us
touching base sometime in the future.

I believe it’s only too easy to feel a great sense of disconnect if you are not actively involved in the workings of
our organisation and so I hope these updates will keep you all informed and feel a bit closer. 

BBANZ recently held its first meeting on Zoom with our new members Vera Cranston and Andrew Markus in
attendance. John Szabo was unable to join us this time, but I have already met with him regarding our financial
affairs. The meeting outcomes of note involve us holding a brief EGM in November to vote on a few procedural
matters, my visiting BBNZ and attending their AGM in Auckland in November and reaching out to their unit in
Wellington in December. We will be taking a deeper dive into Click and Connect to ensure it operates in NSW
and VIC as best as possible.

Regarding the Israel Commission, Danielle Schilling, who has been doing a superb job championing 5 (soon to
reduce to 4) projects, will remain President of the Israel Commission in Victoria. Peter Schattner will be the
principal liaison person regarding our new project in Israel and we hope that a President of the Israel
commission in NSW will come forward. We are starting to discuss district wide common projects with our essay
competition being first cab off the rank in the new year.

Hope that gives you a taste! Till next time!

Janine Zimbler
President, BBANZ

OUR EMBATTLED WAY OF LIFE
Shana Tova members and friends! Isn’t it just wonderful that our surviving hostages are
now home! Their healing from the trauma will not be an easy journey for them or their
loved ones. Let’s forever hold them in our hearts!

Today I am delighted to contribute my first sharing of BBANZ news with you all in your
Preview! It certainly is impressive! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

https://events.humanitix.com/as25
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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https://events.humanitix.com/jazz25
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UPCOMING EVENTS

https://www.bnaibrith.org.au/victoria/events/fellowship-concert/
https://events.humanitix.com/2025jewishbookclub
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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CLICK HERE 
TO BOOK

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1412976
https://events.humanitix.com/mawards
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FELLOWSHIP CONCERT
B'nai B'rith held its September concert at the Glen Eira McKinnon Bowls Club. 
Entertainers, Sibling Revelery, had the audience dancing & clapping along to their popular numbers. 
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FELLOWSHIP CONCERT
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GESHER-RABIN UNIT
Co-Presidents: Karin Zafir / Leon Nissen
Secretary: Sue Moskowitz
Preview: Karin Zafir

Every Sunday 11:00 am -  Sunday morning "get-together"  

What's on in November:

Mazal Tov to the following members who celebrate their birthday in November: 
Malcolm Flitman (1st), Tom Reisner (9th), Eleanor Aghion (10th), Eva Pragier (15th) 

Refuah Shleima to Sandy Kaplan and Jack and Laurie Bar-Ness

If you know of anyone who is unwell, please contact our Welfare Officer Leon Nissen so that we can offer
support.
If you know of anyone who is celebrating a Simcha or birth of a grandchild, please contact Karin Zafir  

Coming up in December:

11:00am - “GRUing together” Catch up and shmooze with your friends.
Terry Ashton will be talking about her family research leading her to Poland 
and discovering her ancestors.
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/gru-ing-11
For more information about GRU-ing events, contact Eleanor

Sunday 23

11:00am -  “GRUing together” Catch up and shmooze with your friends.
Stephen Schmideg will demonstrate something delicious. Please bring a plate to
share for lunch. 
For more information about GRU-ing events, contact Eleanor 

Sunday 21
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7:00pm - Dinner at the Elsternwick Hotel
Contact Lillian 

Saturday 15

Tom Zafir interviewed the Nissen brothers
 about their life and boxing career

https://events.humanitix.com/gru-ing-11
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President: Henry Winfield 
Secretary: Annette Gladwin
Preview: Kath Kolb

UNIT AKIBA

What's on in November:

Happy Birthday to the following members celebrating their birthdays in November: 
Rita Baynash (1st), Fay Barson (3rd), Cheryl Rubinstein (4th), Alice Peer (5th), Vivienne Aarons (8th)

Mazel Tov to Barbara Lewis on the engagement of her grand-daughter, Emily.
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Tuesday 4 1:00pm - Melbourne Cup Day Picnic at Allnutt Park, McKinnon. Bring food, chairs,
drinks, friends and a smile!

Sunday 16 7:30pm - Regular Meeting JCEP at the home of Serge and Miriam Sztrajt. We will
show the film “Rosenstrasse”. This is a film about the protests of the non-Jewish wives
of Jewish men who were interned during the war. Venue and booking Miriam Sztrajt. 
If you would like to donate groceries for Mitzvah day, you can bring them to the
meeting.

Tuesday 18 12:30pm - Midweek Matters. Chat and Chew at the Glasshouse. 
RSVP to Miriam by 15/11/25

Sunday 9 1:45pm - B’nai B’rith Movie Club: The Pianist’s Choice at the Classic Cinema.
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/bbmovie-pianistschoice

Wednesday 12 7:30pm - Executive meeting to be held on Zoom. Link and agenda will be sent out
prior to meeting. Apologies to Henry Winfield. Note change of date.

Sunday 23 Mitzvah Day: Unit Akiba will be collecting groceries for a local charity. You can either
bring them to the regular meeting on 16  Nov or take them to Denise Le Bransky’s
home. Please ring Denise to arrange a time to drop them off. We may also be joining
another organisation on the day for a more hands on activity. 

th

More information on this TBA.

7:30pm - Menorah Awards Presentation to the quiet achievers in our community. 
For more information and to book: https://events.humanitix.com/mawards

Sunday 30 1:30pm - Planning meeting at the home of Helen Fisher. If you have any ideas for
functions, come along or pass your idea on to one of the committee members. Please
bring a small plate for afternoon tea. Note change in time.

Coming up in December:
Saturday 13 6:00pm - Movie night at Palace Church St. Pick your own movie starting at 6.00pm

and meet for supper after at Dendy Deli. 
Book with Fay Kayser for supper 

Sunday 21

Chanukah Party TBA

Wednesday 31 New Years Eve TBA

https://events.humanitix.com/bbmovie-pianistschoice
https://events.humanitix.com/mawards
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President: Claude Fromm
Vice-President: Orly Dar
Preview: Judith Steinberg

HATIKVAH UNIT

Tuesday 4 

B'NAI B'RITH RAMBLERS
Chair: Vardit Sacks-Davis
Secretary: Eitan Froumine
Preview Secretary: Judy Winikoff
Treasurer: Irena Blonder

What's on in November:

Sunday 9 Morning - Julie will lead a medium walk around One Tree Hill. 

Friday 14 -
Sunday 16

There will be hard and medium walks in the Tarra-Bulga National Park. 

9527 6002

enquiries@bbramblers.org.au

Thursday 20 Morning - An easy midweek walk from Sandringham to Elwood will be led by Irena. 

The following members will celebrate their birthdays in November:

Claude Fromm (13th), Lorna Freidman (16th), Len Rose (18th)

We wish them all a year of peace, health and happiness! 

9:30 - 11:30am - Mitzvah Day / Calico dolls at the Hamers’
Could those attending please bring a small plate to share for morning tea and also let
Gerry know that they will be coming.

Sunday 23

11:00am - Cup Day Walk and Lunch
Drop off food at Fromms 11:00am, Walkers starting out at 11:30 am, Lunch 12:30pm
Please contact Claude for address.
Please bring a plate to share for lunch and coins for the cup sweep.
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What’s on in November:

7:00pm - AGM /Installation at Leo Baeck Centre, Harp Rd. East Kew
Guest speaker will be LBC’s temporary rabbi, Rabbi Linder.
$25 pp includes a delicious cold supper.
Bookings: Hatikvah account BSB 083 298, account number 854465530
(Please include your name with payment.)

Sunday 30



President: Danielle Schilling
Preview: Dr John Kohn
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Past Events:
The Silo Tour was a huge success thanks to Jacqui Dinor’s organisational skills and care. 29 participants
greatly enjoyed the trip. Enjoy the photos in this edition!
       
Birthday Greetings for November:
Myrna Bishops (2nd), Fay Kaufman (3rd), Barbara Mushin (3rd), Rodney Taft (8th), Doreen Herman (9th),
Cedric Gould (11th), Deidre Wainrit (13th), Ben Slonim OAM (18th), Aviva Taft (18th), Renee Eisner (22nd),
Harry Better OAM (25th), Rachel Boymal (28th), Maxine Klarnet (28th), Devorah Zmood (28th)

Mazel Tov to Frieda and Jeff Shapiro on becoming great grandparents of twin girls!

What's on in November:

Tuesday 4 7:30pm - Programming Meeting at Robyn Goldman’s home.

Wednesday 12 7:30pm - Regular Meeting at Beth Weizmann. Guest Speaker Morry Frankel -
interviewer on ethnic radio.

MELBOURNE LODGE NO 1547
Incorporating Raoul Wallenberg Unit & Melbourne Mitzvah Lodge
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Thursday 27

Bagel & Brunch - venue to be advised.

Sunday 16 2:00 - 5:00pm - Jazz with a Jewish Twist. A Fundraiser for the Israel
Commission with special guest singer. Details on flyer on page 5. 
Venue: Caulfield Shule Hall. Cost: $50
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/jazz25

Macedon Bus Tour - BOOKED OUT

Wednesday 5 9:50am - Archibald Exhibition at the Geelong Gallery. Details on the flyer on pg 2.

Coming up in December:

https://events.humanitix.com/jazz25
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MORE SCHOOLS THAN EVER BEFORE!
Over 21,500 students have been booked in to Upstander education programs in their 
schools this year. That’s the most ever! We are proud to visit schools all over Victoria. 
We have already set an ambitious target to reach over 23,000 students in 2026.

OUR VERY OWN BUS
We are immensely grateful for the generosity of our friends at Community Bank Caulfield Park who have
donated a 12-seater bus! This will save us significant bus leasing costs. We rely on our bus to get our teams of
volunteers to programs across the state.

We were joined by Gary Hershan Director CBCP, Naava Eckstein Local Engagement Officer & Marlene Ulat
Mobile Relationship Manager who made this exciting announcement.

Community Bank Caulfield Park was established in 2004 to deliver a trusted alternative to other banks in the
area, focused on customer service and supporting Caulfield and surrounding communities. Under the umbrella
of Community Investment Program, support is provided to local organisations through Grants, Sponsorships and
Partnerships. Community Bank Caulfield Park is proud to invest up to 80% of its profits into supporting the local
community, resulting in over $2 million being invested back into the community since inception.
If we support them, they support us. Contact Marlene at marlene.ulat@bendigoadelaide.com.au to find out
more.

ARMCHAIR SOCIETY
We are looking forward to sharing the Courage to Care story 
and activities at the December 9  Armchair Society session. th

These are so well attended, and it is a real honour.

CEO Mike Zervos OAM
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COURAGE TO CARE UPDATE

mailto:marlene.ulat@bendigoadelaide.com.au
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END OF YEAR EVENT

For almost 70 years, the B’nai B’rith Bernard J. Lustig Memorial Scholarship has supported outstanding tertiary students
who demonstrate the potential to excel as scholars and leaders within the community.

B’nai B’rith is delighted to announce the 2025 recipients: Sasha Fink and David Loven.

A current teacher and member of the Co-Curricular Jewish Education team at Mount Scopus, 
Sasha Fink has made significant contributions to Jewish education and school life. She rewrote the 
Year 10 Holocaust Studies Elective curriculum and is actively involved with the non-profit organisation 
Flying Fox. Sasha has commenced a Master of Education at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
specialising in Jewish Education, alongside classes at the Pardes Institute to deepen her informal 
and textual Jewish learning. She intends to return to Mount Scopus as an even more informed, 
passionate, and committed educator, further enriching the school community.
The Board of Trustees was very impressed with Sasha’s application and awarded her with a full scholarship. 
 
                                    Justice, belonging, and education have guided David Loven throughout his community service 
                                     journey. From high school, he volunteered with BBYO and UJEB, fostering connection and safety for  
                                     Jewish students who often felt isolated in public schools. As President of the Jewish Student Society 
                                     at Monash University, David has created spaces of resilience, joy, and cross-cultural engagement 
                                     that have positively impacted countless students. His work on a Victorian Department of Education 
                                     Committee investigating antisemitism in schools further deepened his commitment to education as a 
                                     means of combatting racism and promoting empathy.

David has been awarded a travel grant to attend the Prato Program in Italy, where he will study European Economy and
Global Business. His long-term vision is to establish a global network of engineers and STEM professionals dedicated to
consulting on sustainable infrastructure and technology projects in developing nations, particularly across the Indo-Pacific.

We look forward to following Sasha and David’s future achievements.

BERNARD J. LUSTIG SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

https://events.humanitix.com/enjoy25
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OUT & ABOUT: SILO TOUR
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TANIA TOBIAS!
Tania is a very important member of Melbourne Lodge and Ramblers.
We wish her a very hearty Mazel Tov on the special occasion of her 80  birthday! th

May this year bring health and happiness to you and your family.
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B’nai B’rith Australia/New Zealand Charts Bold Future at Triennial Convention in Canberra 

The B’nai B’rith Australia/New Zealand Triennial Convention on 31 August - 1 September 2025
brought together 80 members and guests in Canberra to shape the organisation’s strategic vision for
the next three years. 

The Convention drew strong support from high profile speakers, including Mark Leach (Never Again is
Now), The Hon. Dr. Mike Kelly AM, Tahli Blicblau (CEO, The Dor Foundation), and Tom Curtis (Chair,
Courage to Care Australia). Together, they sparked vital conversations about B’nai B’rith’s role in
combating antisemitism and fostering community resilience. Their insights galvanised attendees to
explore innovative strategies for engagement and advocacy. 

The convention concluded with a Gala Dinner at the ACT Community Centre, attended by
distinguished guests, including Amir Meron, Deputy Chief of Mission at the Israeli Embassy, and Athol
Morris, President of the ACT Jewish Community. The evening saw Janine Zimbler inaugurated as the
newly elected President of B’nai B’rith ANZ, succeeding Dr. Benny Monheit, who concluded his three-
year term during a complex and challenging period for Jewish organisations globally. 
In her inspiring acceptance speech, Janine outlined her vision: “I am committed to taking a fresh look
at how people engage with B’nai B’rith and encouraging new ways for members to participate in our
wide-ranging projects and activities, both in Australia and internationally.” 

Having spearheaded significant revitalisation efforts in B’nai B’rith NSW over the past four years,
Janine is poised to lead the district with dynamic vision and innovation throughout her coming three-
year presidency. 

The new executive of BBANZ consists of President Janine Zimbler, Secretary Iain Messer, Treasurer
John Szabo, Anna Marks OAM and Vera Cranston representing B’nai B’rith NSW, Associate Professor
Dr Peter Schattner and Professor Emeritus Andrew Markus AO representing BB Victoria, Dr Jim
Salinger CRSNZ representing BB New Zealand, with Anna Marks OAM retaining the position of Vice
President of B’nai B’rith International. 

The Convention concluded with a renewed sense of purpose, as members left Canberra equipped
with a clear strategic direction and inspired to contribute to B’nai B’rith’s mission over the coming three
years. 

BBANZ TRIENNIAL CONVENTION
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BBANZ TRIENNIAL CONVENTION
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Click HERE to see the B'nai B'rith calendar which includes all B'nai B'rith and Unit Events and Jewish Holidays
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https://mitzvahday.org.au/project-registration/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/3c780e2a004146f09c3d36be66bf55e7@bbvic.org.au/cf24976e9aa741758c035b8206b5c68b11301385301822868833/calendar.html
https://tinyurl.com/yc7cep35

